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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much. Elly, thank you for

"bringing us all together again this morning. You are, as all of

us who know and adnire you, not: only remarkable, but .

”1nsp1ratlonal and somethlng of a goad to the rest of us. So that"

when we believe we cannot go another day or take on another
project, think of you and feel somewhat ashamed that we are not

‘as w1lllng as you have been for SO many, years.

R .

I.also want to congratulate all of the award rec1p1ents and

_all of the members of the agenda. This is the biggest, longest

dais I’'ve ever seen. When Elly told me how many more people had
)olned the agenda and how many more were going to be here this ‘
morning, I was somewhat astonished. ‘And then she told me that
there are two other ballrooms filled with people, and I want to
say a special word of welcome to them and I will, along with the
others here, come to see those of you 1n the other ballrooms as -

- soon as the breakfast here is over.. .

o

What Elly said ]ust now is somethlng that 1 hope all of us
will take to heart. We'l gather this morning to applaud and
congratulate women and ‘those men who are amongst us for ‘their '
contributions to. the economy and to our llves together,f

~partlcularly 1n this great 01ty.

Yet we know that we are faced with some very dlfflcult
challenges on a personal level -- in our homes, in our :
workplaces, and on a. social level -- as we try to define what
kind of people we 1ntend to be and what klnd ‘of country we want’
to have. » :
" I thlnk there is no greater questlon for any of us to -
consider. ' Because while we are doing well and honorlng those who

‘do well, we also have td think hard about how in this changing
.world we intend to do good. And that is not just a question. for

do-gooders. It.is not just a-question for people like Elly, who
have made a life of d01ng what she could to bring people

'together, to solve problems, to brlng ‘reason where reason was
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"often not welcome. - - !

it's'becomlng an uréent questlon.for all of ns., It is not.
only the great dlsparlty that Elly referred to in her phrase,

" "between the cave dwellers and the castle dwellers." It is the

anxiety. that grips all’ of us today. We- do have problems.<

~ There’s no. gettlng around that. We do face challenges on. all
. levels. ‘ - : .

But I thlnk 1t’s tlme for us-to. qu1t wrlnglng our hands and -
roll up our sleeves and take on these challenges and work for ‘
common ground that brings us .together. We have for too long been
willing -to - listen to the!siren songs of simplism and extremlsm.fi

.Those siren songs are very inviting. Theymake us believe that .
tcomplex problems can be solved easily, that we can withdraw from

our responsibilities to’ one -ancther both here at home and around
the world: That all we need are scapegoats to point our fingers
at. " And that we then. can go on, almlng to be among the castle

‘dwellers, leav1ng behlnd everyone else.

The current budget battle that's going -on--in Washington is

not Just about money. It is about vdlues. It is about where we
- place our priorities, . what we care about and who we intend to be

and what we leave our chlldren. Yes, there are very strong
feelings on all sides of jthis debate.  But when one analyzes the
feelings and looks through all of the position papers and the
statistics, the choices are stark and each us will be held
respon51ble for those ch01ces that are made in our nanmes.

This mornlng I wanted to just share some a few of the 1ssuesh

‘and choices that we are confrontlng because hlstorlcally, women
‘have played a dlsproportlonal role in reminding all of us about .

priorities that do go beyond the - headllnes, that may only make
stories, as Elly. remlnded us, on pages 10 or 11, or may never

- make stories at all. 'And if :.we don’t raise our voices about ‘what
. 'we believe are .eternal values. that withstand partisan pollthS -
“the idealogy of the moment -- then I’n not sure that any voices

w1ll be heard.

As we look at the dec131ons we face, 1t's partlcularly

e-lmportant that women like those who are gathered here, play a V‘,

role in talking amongst themselves, their colleagues, their
friends and their nelghbors. Because we all have been very
lucky, as well as worklng very hard . »

I go in’ and out of communltles all over thlS country I

.meet many women who I thlnk ‘are talented, smart, able -- who just

weren’t very lucky. Maybe it was illness, maybe it was their

. home situation, maybe it was some .other matter outside their own"

control.  And.I think to myself, there but for the grace of God .
go I and so many others whom I know. And what will we do to help;
not only the lucky, but to prov1de some support: for everyone
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else?

This 'is an 1mportant debate because hlstorlcally Amerlcans
have thought of themselves as .a country that is rooted in both
personal responsibility: and mutual obligations. We have had high
aspirations and expectatlons for ourselves and we have looked to

‘every sector of our: 8001ety to play its role. We’ve expected our

businesses and business leaders not only to produce returns for
1nvestors,,but to provide jobs and opportunltles, quality
services and goods, and to make a contrlbutlon in thelr

‘communltles._.

‘We have expected our government to be llmlted by our checks
and balances and other constltutlonal limitations, but to play a

" role as an instrument of' our will to help us solve problems. We -
" have looked at every sector, whether it’s the media or religion -
‘or -education and. expected in return both personal and mutual
_respons1b111ty : t . , V

‘Now we flnd ourselves splitting apart w1th dlfferent sectors

-'belng assigned roles that may or may not have responsibility for
. anyone beyond their own boundarles.' And this debate about the

budget poses these ch01ces as starkly as we have seen in 100 .
years. We have not had: such a fundamental debate about what we
expect our government to!do, what the social” respon51b111ty of
business should be, what citizenship requires, since- the
Progressive Era. It was .during the Progressive Era that we began
to put together a coalltlon amongst reasonable people from

‘different sectors of our' society -- all of whom developed a o
~consensus that was bipartisan for most of the century about both
domestlc and foreign pollcy .

That’s when we started dolng thlngs like creating natlonal

" parks because we thought iwe should have a. herltage that lived
.beyond what we could exploit for the moment. That’s when we

- started passing laws llke child labor leglslatlon, minimum wage,
.and other laws to protect workers == not because we thought
-business was evil, but because. we knew 1t was run by human beings

who themselves were 1mperfect.;~

‘We began to try to: create a government -- a, prlvate sector ,
a voluntary sector -- that could meet the challenges ‘'of what was
then the Industrial Age. ' There were mistakes made.  There fits
and starts. People had to readjust and then they had to go back"
and think things over- agaln, but through the process of those

.decades, through leadérs who  looked very hard at where we were

and what we needed to do,‘we made progress

But every age demands new looks, demands a new evaluatlon of
what is required, and’ that is what we are confrontlng today.
Yes, we all want to balance the budget. That is a glven, but
there is a right way and Mrong way to do that. There is a way.
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that sets back research and 1nvestment in what makes a country
strong, but undercuts educatlon and training that puts. those who.

" already are behind -- even further behind -- and takes those who
‘are losing jobs in: corporate restructurlng and sends them to the

back of the llne as well'

There is a way to create opportunlty for people by a
partnership between bu51ness and government in which government

‘has an appropriate role to play and ‘businesses assumes 1ts share

as well. But if we look ‘at’ the choices that are posed, we see

. that many of those who are advocating a move away from this
. consensus that took '100 years to develop -- that believes all of,

our problems ‘should be put at the feet of government -- would
make changes in our common life together that would not merely

cut  budgets, but’ uridercut: dreams and asplratlons and make the
_American dream even more 'out of reach then 1t already 1s for

mllllons and millions of Amerlcans.' "

That is why thls baLance that was’ struck in this contlnulng
resolution is so 1mportant. Balance the budget, do it in seven
years, but do it in a waylthat protects priorities that will
enable us. not only to bulld for the future, but to look. in the

“mirror. The President, and I don’t believe any American, should o
«want to balance ‘the budget on’ the backs of children and famllles.

. I.don’t believe that we should cut: nutrltlon programs for -

.pregnant women and babies|, the school lunch and breakfast
.programs simply to ‘buy 20' more B-2 bombers that the Pentagon

itself says it does not want or néeed. I don’t believe we should
ask the senior c1tlzens of Amerlca, three- quarters of whom live
on less than $24 000 a. year, to go without or to pay much more,
for medical care that: they need to 11ve thelr final years in
dlgnlty and comfort. . ! A A

And I also don’t belleve that any Américan should feel good
about the idea.that we would raise taxes by taking away. from the

‘Earned . Income Tax Credit. that goes to working families with
children in the home who make less than $28,500 a year with two

children, in order to glve many of Us in. thls ballroom a tax cut.
I don’t want 1t and I don’t thlnk most ‘Americans. would either.

.You know there are some who argue that drastlc cuts in
school ‘nutrition and educatlon programs and- college loans and
Medicare and Medicaid are absolutely essential in order to. secure

‘a debt-free future -for our children. That’s just not true.

There ‘are many other programs of much less significance to our

" future that do not affect 'the poor, the vulnerable, and the

children among us that can -be cut back

Yes, we need to free our chlldren from the debt that was- run’

= mup between 1981 and 1992, but we should not put the cart before, _
' the horse. It will do very llttle good to. have a debt- free '

!. ‘ 4"
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5001ety -- which is klnd’of an odd concept since I bet every one

of us are in debt in thi's' room in some way or another, whether

Lit’s a mortgage or a credit card -- if we do not provxde ‘a future

for children because they are poorly feed, "cannot 'read, cannot. .
breathe clean air or drink clean water, do not feel safe going to
and from: school and do not have access to ba81c health care. =

What we should be trylng ‘to figure out how to do, as we face-
the Information Age, .is what we figured out how to do as we faced
the Industrial Age: when men and women and. children began 1eav1ng~
rural areas and farms and coming into cities .and going to work in

-factories and 1living. in tenements; when immigrants came from
" every corner of the world trying to find their way; we worked out
an arrangement, by personal respon31b111ty could be rewarded, but

mutual obligations- im part delivered through the government, were
there to provide a soc1al safety net,. a support mechanlsm,’and
incentives for people to, do what they should do in Order to make
a future for themselves and thelr children. o - ‘

As the global economy today has become ‘even more
competitive, ‘and the: current trends' toward moving workers out of
jobs because they are no, longer needed has h1t workers who never

.thought their jObS were 1nsecure.‘

We need to be sure that we are d01ng what is necessary once<

- again ‘to provide a common sense, middle-of-the- road response to

what people need: The efforts to dismantle the social safety net
at the very time when many people in the middle class are feeling

‘increasing economic insecurity, is not the way to go about

solving social, political, or economic problems.

If we however, take'a middle course -- a sensible course --
that thinks about where we will be in 10 or 20 years, that =
doesn’t prov1de tax cuts that then explode the deficit eight-
years out, after reaping'’ the political windfall from having
delivered them, then we can begin.to make: sense out of the
challenges we are confronted wlth .

I think every ‘time we end a century, and partlcularly as we.

-end a millennium, there 1s ‘going to be a lot of confusion about

where we go. If one goes back and reads some of the millennial

literature and turn of the century llterature, you' can get a
~sense of that '

So 1 don't thlnk any of us should be surprlsed ‘that at the

end of the Cold War -- at the movement into a much more
competitive and difficult environment economlcally around the

;.“globe, at a time when we have rightly given up on certain objects‘

being achieved: through either government action or other ways ‘
that we have tried in the past and we’re looking for new ideas --

that there should be some sense of belng unsettled.
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‘I think that is all to the good, actually -- if we use thls )

~ time effectively; if we really try to reason together and if

people with the kinds of;backgrounds and experiences and values

‘dvthat all of you have, take part in this debate. And it is not

just a debate in Washlngton, nor even just in Albany or in New ’
York City.: It is a debate that needs to take place everywhere we

. gather as Amerlcans.r It is. a- debate about how men and women
‘deflne our roles, how we, share respon51b111ty for breadwinning

and caregiving and homemaklng. It is a.debate about what goes on
in our work places. It 1s a - debate that. affects every one of our

_institutions and 1n whlch all of us have . a stake as to 1ts

outcome._"

- So. part of the reason I wanted to come agaln thls year, was

" not - ‘only to say thank you for what you are doing here in New.

York, what you do 1nd1v1dually through ‘the organizations

,represented here and now in this coalition, but to ask you to ber

part of this great Amerlcan debate. I believe that just as we.
have in 'the past, a majorlty of Americans will make the right.
decisions. The answers. for these: challenges are not partisan.

. They.go. way beyond’ pOllthS.' They really require us, as Abrahami,.
‘ Llncoln sald durlng the C1v11 War, to thlnk anew.

i} There has never been the kind of unllmlted choices that we
confront, the sort of dlfflcultles that we wrestle with. Life

. might bée a little easier if we had cooker-cutter roles that each

of us fulfilled and we never had to ask a question. But that is -

not to be. There is no turnlng back on what we have wrought

during this century And there is much to be grateful for:

‘because we .are living longer, we are healthier, we survive child’

birth, we see our chlldren live to adulthood, we see untold
prosperlty that wasn't. even dreamed of two generatlons ago.

, There’ 1s much to be! grateful for and just as’ those of us who o
. are blessed should count those ‘blessings in this Thanksg1v1ng and
* holiday season, we should also take them and put them to work ==~
not because it’s nice to'do, .not . because we’ll get p01nts
- somewhere on a resume oOr :'get an award. But because we will be _
- part of molding what thls country's future will.be. 'There ‘isn’t
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any .-more 1mportant task.

If we want to wake up in the year 2012 at the 30th ]'
annlversary of this agenda and we want to believe that America is
still maklng good on its |promises, then we have to get about the

" business of making hard’ dec151ons that will lay the groundwork

that will enable us to say with pride and confldence, "We made it |
through another tough- perlod with our ideals and our values ' '
intact,. and we're ready for the twenty second century "

‘:7Thank~you_all'very much. . o
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