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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you so much. I want to thank you for
that introduction and for: talking about the examples and lessons
of your parents. It seems particularly appropriate when we honor
the memory of your mother. I want .to thank all the Dunfeys who -
are here. I must tell you!I was in a rece1v1ng line in a :
bookstore .in‘Dallas" and - ajwoman went ‘through and- took my hand and
she said, "I had ten ch11dren, and honey, ‘it took a city to raise
them." .

I am very. pleased to, be here w1th ‘all of you, and I am
espec1a11y pleased that Dr. Houssant could be heré this evening.
I cannot believe this is the f1rst time we'’ve met. I feel like I
have known him for a verytlong ‘time. I am dellghted that the
former governor of Maine, Governor Brennan is here. And I am
especially pleased that the current governor of Vermont, my
friend Howard Dean, is here as well. He is not only a superb
governor, but also a phys1c1an and brings to his work the
combination of skills that are requlred I think ds we reflect on
how we have just f1n1shed the first in the nation primary, all of
us need a little bit of hea11ng I was a little worried about
even coming back so soon after. But I like coming to New
Hampshlre so much that I take any opportunlty to be here.

I am very honored. by th1s award It is not: only meaningful
to me:!personally, but because it reflects the values of the
Dunfey family and the work that all of you have done on the New
England circle to keep allve a tradition o.f civil discourse. I
think it is essential to the future of our democracy We cannot
move forward without honest debate about the issues, w1thout
including diverse points of view and perspectives in our national
discussion. And I think some of us fear that civil discourse is . :
at risk in 'some quarters or is being telescoped into soundbites
and back-and-forth attacks and personal insult as opposed to the
coming together in a c1rcle as you envision -- a people of good
faith looking for solutlons to our problems.-



That clearly is what the Dunfey ] parents dld for them.
Having twelve is a circle. Keeping them all together, working
w1th then dally is an 1ncred1ble accompllshment One story 1

partlcularly llke, which comes from one of Katherlne Dunfey s
twelve children, is that each of her ¢hildren belleved that he or
she was her favorite. As I was meetlng some of the’ grandchlldren,f
I had at least one say, “I'm the favorlte grandchlld "

That's not only proof pos1t1ve of the tlme and 1nterest that
was invested in each child, but it’s also an examplé of what it
takes to create resilient, productive, successful people -- that
" there has to be that 1nvestment of time and energy, of dlsc1p11ne
dlrectlon,'attentlon. And‘that is what is so lacklng, not only in,
the raising of your'chlldren, but in our relations with one
another -- that we do not spend the time that used to be spent..
Our lives have become so hectlc that we rush about and rarely
have an opportunity just to get to-know one another any longer.

So an event that celebrates Catherine Dunfey seems to me to be a
particularly approprlate place to talk about children- and
‘famllles and communltles b . : :

_ There isn’t any morellmportant dlscuss1on 1n our natlon
today because we know- that no matter what else we do, if we do
not invest in our chlldren, 'if we do not cherish them , if we do
not strengthen the famllles into which they are born and that
struggle to raise them, then all of thé other debates we are
hav1ng as a nation will not be successfully concluded because we
will not have the kind of base of ¢ommitment and concern that is
necessary -for any society to flourish. - '

We cannot 81mply talk about famlly values We have to. act in
ways that value families. ':And most of. us know that and attempt to
do it in our ‘own personal llves, but we also need to take that .,
lesson --'a lesson that parents like Catherlne Dunfey taught ce”
‘into the larger communlty as well. I wrote the book "It Takes a
Village" in part because, after 25 years of working on behalf of
‘children’s issues: and. now‘nearly 16 years as of next Tuesday, of
beihg a mother myself, I am both very hopeful about what I see
" happening in our country and also frustrated and discouraged. The
hope, however, outweighs the other feellng because I see ‘that we
know so much more about what it takes to raise resilient and
healthy and happy chlldren and that somewhere in America right
now there are families and churches and businesses and schools
and people in the media and in every other institution worklng to
change what they do, to try to do it in a more effectlve way to -
support- famllles and. chlldren.

. All: of the problems we read about 'in the headllnes of our
newspapers or see on the T V. news havé been solved somewhere in
America. So despite - our frustratlon and dlscouragement from time
‘to time, I want' to bring a!message of hope and optlmlsm with this
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caveat -- that if we act 1n the ways we know we should to value
‘families, if we start worklng to help each other, if we create
partnershlps in nelghborhoods, if businesses begln to not just
think of their workers a54d1sposable commodities, but treat them
with respect and honor: their roles as parents, if- all of our -

institutions begin to do what some'haﬁe already done, we w1ll See
a great strengthenlng of famllles and 1mprovement 1n the. 11ves of
our children. 4 l o ' .

There are thlngs each of us can do in our profe551ona1
lives, certainly in our personal llves and 1n our publlc llves.

‘ As I travel around the country, I meet 11terally thousands
and thousands of people. In the last three weeks 1. thlnk I have
shaken ‘30 thousand hands from one end of the country’ to another..
And I meet mothers and fathers who are struggling to ‘be good
parents, sometimes agalnst .daunting odds. And I talk with them
about what’s on their mlnds, what their concerns are. They’re the
same concerns no matter who I am speaklng with, no matter what
race, no matter what part|of the ¢ountry, no matter what level of
~education or' income, the concerns. are the same. People want to do
well by their chlldren, but so often, given the circumstances '
-that they confront, glvenlthe overheated economy that we are
living 'in now that is pushlng people harder and harder and
'stretchlng them thinner and .thinner; it becomes dlfflcult ‘to find
‘the tlme and space to know how to mother and father our children.
I sometimes ask thequuestlons if they are in“a line that I
am shaklng hands of and they re holding a baby. I mlght say, "Well
I bet you’re having a good time talklng to that baby." And
sometimes a quisical look comes on their face and they might ‘say
to me, "Well, why would I talk to her, 'she can’t talk back?" But.
as Eleanor sald conversation is one of the most important gifts

' we ,can give our children. Talking with our. children, starting
" when they are babies, not pnly builds relatlonshlps, it builds

vocabulary. It prepares children for learning -- reading books to -
chlldren, even if a parent is not a good reader ‘ :
A : . _ ‘

‘ I met with a qroup of mothers who were worklng to get thelr
' GEDs yesterday in Louisville, Kentucky, and I asked them if they
- had been reading to their children, and this one mother just

looked so proud. She said, "Yes, I’'m starting to do that. I do it
every single. night. Sometlmes I’ so tired I say I éan’t do it
- anymore and he crawls up on my bed and he says MaMa, read to me,
and I do." And I thought to myself of all the times I was nearly

" comatose reading "Good nght Moon" or one of the other books that

Chelsea liked, and I related immediately to that mother. She knew
what she was d01ng was 1mportant and it was somethlng she had
: learned and valued becausexof that. - :



There are llttle thlngs that every parent could do starting
today that would make a dlfference. But it’s nét only information
that parents need, all of us. need more hands on help. All of us
" need more hands on a551stance in raising our children today. We

often don’t live w1th extended famllles. We often doén’t even knowt"‘

our nelghbors We ‘don’t have any place in the commuhity that we
call our own. It is not just true that families under economlc .
pressures have dlfflcultles today. I’ know as, all of you do, many .

other parents, well educated affluent parents who are so busy,

" so harried, so preoccupled that they too have dlfflculty doing

what they know should be done for thelr chlldren

I heard an 1nterest1ng observatlon by a psychologlst from
Europe who had spent time |in the Unlted States recently who said,
after watchlng the comings and g01ngs of families and children,
he was convinced that we are. raising our children in automobiles.
That’s where. they spend so much of their time, and 1t’s partly
because of the hectlcnessgof our own llves.« :

So all of us have to begln to thlnk what can we do
personally. But that is not enough because every family is
affected by what goes on in the larger soc1ety. And every ,
institution has a role to |play in ass1st1ng parents to be the
best ,mothers and fathers. they can be and in taklng respon51b111ty
for all children. When' my 'book first came out I was criticized by
some for saying it takes a. v1llage, and there were those who
said, "Oh, there she goes jagain, it only takes a mother and a
- father." Well I would respectfully dlsagree There are many,
many of us who thought ‘we had probably gone to school for too
many years who when confronted with a hewborn baby, found we knew
very. little and needed alﬂ the help we could get . '

My daughter was born at 11:30. oh a Wednesday night. The next

morning when I was attemptung +to breast feed her, which I assumed L

would be very, easy and straight forward -- I had seen other

- people do it, I had read the books, it dldn't look like it would
be too much trouble So- there I was and all of a sudden, she
started to foam at the nose. Aand I~ hit every buzzer in my
hospital room and the nurses came running and I’11 never forget
the look on one veteran nurse’s face and she just kind of sized
. up the situation and said, '"It would help:if you lifted her head
“up a little." I didn’t know what I was supposed to do. I needed
‘somebody to help me., , -

i

Think of the loneliness and isolation that so many parents,
partlcularly young parentsL particularly single young parents,
feel in the face of their respon51b111t1es. The best investment:
we can make as a society 1s in educating and assisting parents to
be the best parents they can be. Anything we can do to provide
home v151tors for young famllles, anythlng we can do to provide -
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_resource parents so that they can have some mentor and gulde to
. assist them, anything we can do to. open up ‘our existing
-institutions, whether they be . schools or churches or anything
else, so that young parents feel that- they have safe place to
come to.get the kind of help that’ I got and that most of the
rest of my frlends did as| | well, : . ; A :

Schools and teachers have to take respon51b111ty by
recognizing the value and:the potentlal in every single child.
. Religious- institutions have to help awaken the spirituality the
- children have and assist them in developlng their moral ~

consciences and compa551on and a sense of service. Children need
a sense of communlty : . '

Earller today I was in Phlladelphla. I was at’ an Americorps
project in the inner city, and I visited with about twelve young
men and women. between the jages of 16 and 25 who are rehabblng
houses so that. nelghbors with low .incomes can buy theim and move
in and develop their own homes. Time and time again, as i talked
to these young men and women, they said, " I have learned =Te]
much. I have learned values. I learned per51stence I have
‘learned how to work. I have learned I have a contrlbutlon to
make, that I can be of serV1ce, and when I go "home at night I
walk by my buddies on the icorner and they all look at me and I
stop-and I talk with them |and most of them would want the. same
opportunlty if we were able to give it to them.™ Young people
want a sense of belonglng They want to be useful The want to
know thelr place in the larger communlty

when you look at. what is happenlng with our boys and glrls
" and teenagers today, so much of it, that causes the problems and
the headlines, can be traced to thlS feellng that somehow they
‘don’t have any positive way to express their growing up need,
they don’t have any places to go, they have no work to do There
is an opportunlty for every school, every church- to give’ young
people that klnd of sense,of belonglnq : .

Bu51nesses can also hblp workers be good parents with
family- friendly policies such as flexible work hours, adequate
health beneflts, decent wages, opportunities for - -learning. In the
‘recent primary here, therel was. a lot of talk about. corporate
respon51blllty, about the pain that is caused because of
downsizing and layoffs, the sense that workers and employees are
treated as disposable: commodltles. Well, it is true that we have
to face up to the changes 1n the ec¢onomy, but it is also true '
- that there are many bu81nesses that have tried hard to give their
employees a sense that they are 1mportant to develop loyalty, to
‘give them the feelings that their families are part of their -
“value to the employer. Andiso they’ve done ‘things. llke provide
extensive leave for both mothers and fathers. They’ve done things
like provide tuition, credits for both employees and children to
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go to school They’ ve prov1ded summer camp opportunltles -- 0on
‘and on. - ! ; : , R

There are so many buslnesses who could serve as. examples. So
T would wish that other bu51nesses would follow those examples. )
We cannot . create. a strongleconomy .1f we undermine the capacity of
parents to feel that they are fulfllllng their basic obligations’
to their children. And it:@is not a question of an either/or. It
- is a questlon of doing both, of building a strong economy but
doing it in ‘a way that values families at the same time. :
Businesses have resp0n51blllty not just to the bottoim llne, but

to creatlng a business. cllmate that sénds the message that we are .

- all 1n thls together 1nstead of you re on your own..n

As we travel around the country, my husband and I we see
many seé many thlngs that work but we also become more and more
convinced, that the s1ngle blggest influence in what happens to
children- today, and the s1ngle blggest difference between our
‘'growing up and our daughter s,-is the media. And.I don’t want to
engage in media bashing, which is all too fashionable, although
it is also well deserved. ‘But I think that if the medla, and by
that I mean primarily telev151on which has the single- blggest
impact on children, will only admlt what we now khow, which is
~that it is not only the content of televisioh programs that _
.influence our children, it is the process of television watchlng
as well. A recent study hds concluded, without much surprise,
that reading uses more .calories than watchlng television. I’'m
thinking of trying to do somethlng that promotes: readlng among
teenagers from the argument that you. can get thin by reading. T
haven't qulte flgured out how to put that together. ) ,

But certainly those who make the de01510ns about what

- appears on television and Fhe mov1es and music can no longer hide
behind the First. Amendmentl No'one _is coming to censor them. That
debate is over. But unless‘they change their ways, they will -
continue. to undermine the capa01ty for this society to raise a
critical mass of’ children who can. be hopeful about the. future.
Because instead of breedlng hope, we are breeding distrust and

~ cynicism. We are glamorlzlng violence and other sélf destructive

. behavior, and we are giving children the idea that short term

gratification‘is the only thlng worth having. So there is a. great
moral issue. that has to be'put on . the same level as the economic
imperatives.

. Think how much betteriour soc1ety would be if- medla
executives maklng the de0151ons about the content of telev151on
‘shows and movies and mu51c ‘asked themselves the follow1ng
question: as a parent, do I want my child watching this or
listening to this? And if the answer,. is no, as it is --.both
publicly and prlvately many of them say they do not 1et thelr own
children watch what they produce or do =- then.why do they ‘
subject other chlldren to 1t7 . .

i
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We are going to be hav1ng a gathering at the Wh1te House
next week that the President called 'of. media eXecutives. I do not
know whether we will be successful in persuading them to exercise
the kind of self. restralnt that is necessary. That is why the V
chip, which was in the telecommunlcatlons bill, is important --
So that parents have some‘authorlty over how to program their own
TV sets. Now. if they’re like me, they: will never learn how to use
it. I still don’t know how to run my VCR, but somebody can be-
entrepenurlal and set up. a little bus1ness about coming around-
programming your- V chips. lBut it is also true that parents may
have to take more dramatic actions like turning off the
television set, like jolnlng with other parents to boycott shows

‘that are partlcularly offens1ve

There is nothing aga1nst the First. :Amendment in citizens

‘exercising their own F1rst Amendment rights and say1ng we are not

doing this any longer.. If strangers walked into your house and
said some of: the things that your children watch on telev1s1on,J
you would call the police: And yet we let the TV set run for hour
and hours and hours w1th very 11ttle 1nterference

I hope that the - debate about what we need to do for our
children will be broadened to include all theése other
institutions because there has been a false debate up until now.
It has been positioned that it is either the government or the
families. And.you Kknew how the debate goes -- if the government
does something. then that undermlnes the famlly and it undermines
the family’s self rellance That is a false debate. All of us

Hhave a role. I believe" that ‘television has had more of an impact

coming from the private sector on how our children think and feel .
than any government program you can name in the last 50 years. So.
it’s not the government versus the: famlly It -is the éentire ’

society,; and as part of that government does have a role to help
families and to.do what 1t can to serve as 'a safety net for poor

‘children, to be there when children’s needs are not being met.
But the debate has to be broadened for us to get to the polnt

that we really talk about|what the government can-do
successfully ,

Now all the talk 1n the New Hampshlre primary about what
business hasn’t done or what business could do - I didn’t hear
any of the candidates. on the other side .calling for the Congress,
to raise the minimum wage.iThat is somethlng the government can
and should do to help families. Only the government can pass the
family and medical leave act or give tax breaks: to work1ng
families. And only the government can enforce standards to keep
air clean and water safe. To anyone who thinks govérriment has no
role in strengthening famldles, I ask where would our nation be
without the G.I. bill or the National Institutes of Health or the

. .system of land grant colleges and un1ver51t1es7



"IA the middle of thel civil war President Linc¢olh and the
Congress during that time: created land grant colleges because
. they understood then that|education was golng to be the key for
"Americans being able’ to prosper and develop in the fiuture. And
now we have those who would cut back on aid for education, who
would make it difficult for -young people to afford to go to
‘college; who would cut back on programs like Head Start that give
young children a chance to be prepared, when educatlon is the key
for So many chlldren and teenagers now and, 1nto he future._

I am optlmlstlc that'we are going to come up w1th the right
answers to these problems‘ because I seé so many exdamples of what
works. I visited a charter school in San Fernando Valley in one
of the poorest ne1ghborhoods in California. A school that has 95 .
percent Hlspanlc and five: percent Afrlcan-Amerlca students with a
" Chinese-American pr1nc1pal and a Cuban-American vice principal. -
Anybody who doesn’t think, 1mm1grants are. bulldlng Amerlca has not
been the places that I have been in America in the past three
years. Until last year, that school was located next- to several
broken down houses that were used by nelghborhood gangs to sell
and use drugs. The school | igot some state funding to .bulldoze the
" crackhouses and build new[classrooms, and they ceélebrated the
opening of 14 new classrooms and in the auditorium where ‘we met,
there were parents of every educational background who had come
‘together to support the school -= the kind of - parthership I
write about in the book, where my father used to say you get in
trouble at 'school, you’ ll get in trouble at home. That’s the sort
of partnership that has to be rebullt to support our teachers and
'pr1nc1pals . .

Everywhere thlngs llke that are happenlng People are taklng -
- back their neighborhoods from drugs and violence, schools are

open1ng up longer hours. so that working parents can be part of

their children’s educatlon. We see so much good- that 'is happen1ng"

. and in the. midst of all of the polltlcal rhetoric, we should not
lose sight of what we are capable of doing together if we share
. information, we pool our resources, ‘we believe in our abilities
to move things forward. If the willingness is there, every
'ne1ghborhood every school rellglous institution ,every bu51ness,
every government in this country, starting today could do o
something positive to 1mprove the chances of families and
children and every family to do somethlng as simple as reading or
talking to their chlldren| If we take on this challenge of
rebuilding our v1llage we re not talklng about returning to a
time when we all lived as small units, we’re talking instead-
about ‘the 'values and relatlonshlps ‘that connec¢t all of us and how
do we reassert the fundaméntal values that we look to because we

- know they have stood the test of time about what 1t means to be
respon51ble parent or:a respons1ble c1tlzen ' -

Chlldren have no vote, they have no say in the polltlcal or
business or econom1c dec1shons made. They can’t ‘lobby a
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all of us, whether or. not We are parents have to -be their voice.
And if that voice is loud enough, it will be heard above the
political din, it will be heard and reverberate. through the
global economy and all of, us will, once again, act in the way we
should because we know our primary respon51b111ty 1s to the next -
generatlon. Thank you ‘all very much. oo
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