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AT THE NEW ,ENGLAND'CIRCLE DISCUSSION 

NAS~UA, NEW RAMP'SHIRE 


MRS. CLINTON: Thank y~u so l1luch. I want totliankyou for 
that introduction and for talking about the e~a~pl~s and lessons 
of your parents. It'seemsparticularly appropriate when we honor 
the memory of your mother~ I want ,to thank all the Dunfeys who 
are here. I ~ust tell you:I was in a ~eceiving lirt~ i~a ' 
bookstore ,in; Dailas, and a 'J woman went:through and'took my hand ahd 
she said,"I had ten chil~ren, and h6n~y, it took a city to raise 
them." ' 

I am very pleased,to:be here ~ith'all of yOUj ahd I am 
especiaily pleased that Dr. Houssant coUld be here this evening. 
I cannot believe this is the ,first time we've ,met. ,r feel'like I 

• ..' I , ,,' , • ,'."
have knownhlm for a very I long tlme~ I am dellghtedthat the 
former goVernor of Maine, Governor Brehnah~ is here. And I am 
especially pleased that t~e cUrrent governor of Vermont, my 
friend Howard Dean, is'he~e as well. He is not only a superb 
governor, but also a physfcian'and brings to his work,the ' 
combination of skills that are re~uir~d. ,I think ~s ~ereflect'on 
how we, have just finishedlthe first in the nation primary, all of 
us need a little bit of healing. 1 w'as a little worried about 
even corning back so so~)n ~fter. But I like corning to New ", 
Ha~pshire so much that, I take any opportunity to be here. 

I am v'~ry hohored by: thi!:i 'award. ,It is not' only rne~mingful 
to me,'personally, but bedlUse it' reflects the values of the " 
Dunfey family and the wor* that all of you have dohe on the New 
England circle to keep altve a traditiono.f civil discours.e~ I 
think it is essential to the future of our'democracy. We cannot 
move forward without hone~t debate aboUt the issuesj~ithout 
including diverse points 6f view and perspectives in ohr national 
discussion~ And I think s6me of us fear that civil discourse is. ' 
at risk in~omequarters 6r is being t~lescoped into soUndbites ' 
and back-and-forth attack~ and person'al insult as opposed to the 
corning together in a circle as you envision - ­ a p~bple of good 
faith looking for solutioils tOQur problems. 

i' . 
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• That clearly is what~the Dunfey's parents did for them • 
Having twelve is a circle~ Keep,ing them all together, working 
with them daily is an inct'edible,adcomplishl'Qent. One story I 

particularly like, which comes from, one of KatQerine punfey's 
twelve children,' is that ~ach of her childrem believed that he or 
she 'was her f~vorl;te. A.s +was meeting some of the'grandchildren" 
I had at least'one say, "I'm the favorite grandchild." " . 

, ,! '; , 
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That's' notol')ly proo~ positiv~ of the ,time' and interest that 
was invested in 'each chilq., but it's also an example of what ~t 
takes to create'resilient; productive, successful p~bple -- that 
there has to be that investment of time and energy, of discipline 
direction, attention. And'that is what is so lacking, not only in. 
the raising of yourchild:¢en, but in our r,elations with one 
another -- that we do not 'spend the time that used to be spent., 
Our

, 

lives have become
,I 

so hectic that we, rush about and rarely 
have an opportunity just to get to'khow one another'any longer. 

"So an event that celebrates catherine Dunfey seems to me to be a " 


particularly appropriate ~lace to talk about children and 

families' al')d communities. I. ", 


• 
, There isn't any more Iimportartt discussion in' dur nation" 

today because we know tha~ no matter what else we do, if we do 
not invest in our childreri, 'if we do not cherish them , if we do 
not strengthen the famili~s into which they are born and t~at 
struggle to ,raise them, t~en all of the other debates we are 
having as a nation will not be successfully concluded because we 
will not have the kind of ;base of commitment and concern that is 
necessary for an~ society ,to flourish~ " , , 

We cannot simply talk about family val:ues. We have'to. act in 
ways that value, families. :And most of, us know ..that and' attempt to 
do it in our own personal !lives, but we' also need to take that, 
les,son --' a lesson that. p~rents like 'Catherine Dunfey ta:ught, ,~.:;. 
into the larger, con;tmunity jaswell. I wrote the book n:lt Takes, a' 
Village" in part because, ;after 25 years of working on behalf, of 
children's issues, and ,now :nearly 16 'years, as of next 'Tuesday, of 
being a mother myself, I ~m both very hopeful about what. I see ' 
happening in our country ~ndalso fru~trated and discouraged. The 
hope, however, outweighs the other fe'eling becaus~ I see -that we 
know so much more about w~at it takes 'to'raise resilient and ­
healthy and happy children and thatsoniewhere in America right 
now there are families an~ churches and businesses and schools 
and people in the media atid in every other institution working to 
change what they'do,to triy to do it in a more effective way to 
support: families and. 'chil~ren. .' 

All of thei problems ~e read, about in the headliriesof 'our . 
newspapers or see, on the T,.V. news have been solved somewhere in 

'. 
America .. So despite·, our f;rustration and discouragement from time 
to time, I want'to bring a l message of hope and optimism with this 
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caveat -.:.. that if we act in the' ways we knot·r weshbUldto value 
families, if we start working to help.. each other, .if we create 
partnerships in neighborh9ods, if, businesses begin to not just 
think of their 'workers as j disppsable c,ommodities, but treat them 
with respect and 'honor. th~ir roles ,as parents, if" all of oUr " 

institutions begin to do ~hat sortie have al'ready dbiie, we will see 
a great strengthening of{amilie~and improvement in the..lives of 
our children~ 

There are things eacn ,of us can do in our' professional , 
lives, certainly in our p~rsonal lives and in our public lives. 

As ,I travel aroundt~e country, ,I, fueetliter~lii thousands 
and thousands of people. ~n the last "three 'wee~s !,think I have 
shaken ,'30 thousand hands from one end of the country,to another., 
And I meet mothers and. ,fatihers who are·' struggling' to" be good 

. . ' I!- '. • 
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parents, sometlmes agalnstdauntlng odds. And I talk wlth them 
about what's on' tlieir minds, what their concerns' ate. They're the 
same concerns no fuatter wl10 I am s'peaking with, no matter what 
race, no matter what part lof the country, no matter what level of 
education or' inc~me, the qoncerns"are the saine. People want to do 
well by their children, blft so otten, 'given the cir.C::umstances . 
that they'confront, given Ithe overheated economy that weare 
Iiv;ing .!~now that is pushing people harder ahd harder and' , 
stretching them thinner a~d,thinner; it becomes difficu~t 'to find 
thetinie arid space to know how to mothe'r and father Our children. 

, , ' 

I sometimes ask them ,Iquestiohs if they are in" a line'that I 
am shaking hands of and tl'ieY're holding a, baby, I might say, "Well' 
I bet you're having a good time talking to 'that baby." And, 
sometimes a quisical look comes on their face and they might 'say 
to me" ~Mell, why would I ~alk to her, 'she can't talk back?" But, 
as Eleanor said; conversat:ion is one of the most important.gifts 
we ,can give our children. walking with'aui-, children, starting 
when they are babies, not ;only buil'ds relationships, ,it builds 
vocabulary. It prepares ch'ildren for learning -- reading books to 
children, even if a paren~ is not a good reader. 

I 

I met with' a group ofl mothers, who were working to get their , 
.GEDs yesterday in Louisvilile,'Kentucky,' arid' t asked them if they " 
had been reading to their bhildreh, and this one mother just 
looked so proud. She said,' "Yes, I'm starting to do that. I do it 
every single. night. Sometimes I'm so tired I say I 6an't do it . 
anymore and he crawls up oh my bed and he' says"MaMa, read to me, 
and I do.'" And I thought 't:o, myself ota'llthe times t was nearly 

. comatose reading "Good Night Moon" or one of the other books that 
Chelsea liked, and I relat~d immediately to that mother. She kn~w 
what she was doing was.impprtant, and it was something she had 
learned' and valued becausel of that. ~ , 

• 
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• There are littlethi~gs that 'everY"parent could do. starting 
today .that would make a' .difference. 'But it's not dnly information' 
that parents need, allot us need more hands on help. All of ,us 
need more hands on a~sistance:in,raising our children today. We 
ofteri don"t live with extEknded families; We ,often don't even know" 
our neighbors. We 'don't h~ve any place in the c'ommunity that we 
call oUr,own. It if? not just true. that families unde:r economic 
pressures' have difficU:lti~s;, today. I' know as, all. of you do,many 

I ' 

other parents, well educat.ed, 'affluent parents whd are so busy, 
so harried, so preoccupie4 that they.top have difficulty doing, 
what they know should be qone for thei~ children. . 

,I heard an interest~ng obserVa:tion by a'psychologist from 
Europe who had spent'timeiin the united states recently who said, 
after watching the coming~ and goings of families and children, 
he was convinced that we ~re, raising our children in automobi·les. 
That's where· they, spend sci ·much of, th'eir time., and it's partly 

.' • 1. ',. " .because 	of the hectlcness iof our own 11ves . 

• 
. So all of us have.to Ibeg~n' to thihk what can, we do 

personally. But that is,not.enough, becaUse every family' is 
affected by what goes on in the 'larger society. And every 
institution has a role to tplay in assisting parents to be the '. 
best I mothers and fathers. they can be and in taking'r'esponsibility 
for all children. When' my lbook first camei' out· I was criticized by 
some for saying it takes a.village, and there were those who 
saId, . "Oh, there shegoesjagain, it or:ly,takes 'a mot~er and a 
father." Well, I would 'respectfully dlsagree. There, are many, 
many of 	us who thought '·we had' probably gone to school for too 
many years who when confrdntedwith a newborn baby, ,found we knew 
very. little and needed alII the help we could get. 

My daughter was born :at 11:300i"l a Wednesday night. The next 
morning when I was att~mpt!ing'tq br'east feed her, Which I aSf;umed 
would be very,', easy and str:aight forward --' I had se:en othEar , 
people do it, I had read the books, It didn't look like .it would 
be' too much trouble. So' th1ere I was and all of a sudden, she 
started to;foam at the,n6s~. And :J:'hit ,avery buzzer in my 
hospital room and the nurs¢s came r'unning and 1'11 never forget 
the look on one veteran nurse's face and she just kind of sized 
up the' situatJon and said, i "It would help;, if you lif:ted her head 
up a little."· I didn't know.what I was sUpposed to do. I needed 
somebody to help me', I ' 

Think of all of the parents wh6 don't have any kind of. help. 
Think of the loneliness ana isolation that so 'many parents, 
particularly young p'arents~ particularly single young parents, 
feel in the face of thetr responsibilities,. The best inve'stment' 
we can make as a society is in educating and assisting parents to 
be the best parents they dm ,be,. Anything we can do to provide .' 
home visitors for young, fa~iiies, .anytping we can.do ,to provide' 

, • 	 ;r 
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• resource parents so that they can have some mentor and guid~ to 
assist them, anything ~e ban, de> to,open up 'our existing 

,institutions,' ,~hetherthey 'be, schools or church'es or anything 
else, so that young parents feel, that 'they have safe place to 
come to, get the kind of he~p ,that I got and that most of the 
rapt of my, friends did as Iwell. ,', 

Schools and te~chers:have to take,responsibiilty by 
recognizing the value,and:thepotential in every single 'child. 

',Religious institutions ha:ve to help. awaken the spirituality, the 
children haveand'assist them in developing their mOral' 
consciences and compassiory arid a sense of service. Ch,ildren need 
a sense of commun~~y. 

Earlier today I was in Philadelphia. I was, at' ah· .. Americorps 
project in the inner cityl. and I vis.ited with about twelve young 
men and. women· be:t~een the i<;,ges of ~6and.25 who are r~habbing 
houses sothatne1ghbors w1th 10w.1ncomes can, buy ,them and move 
in and develop their own homes. Time and time again, as i talked 

. I. • . 

to these young men and wOn)en,' they si:nd, " I have learned so 
much. I have learned values. I learned, persistence. I have 

• 
'learned how to work. I ha~e learned I 'have a contribution to . 
make, that I caribe of setvice, and when I go'home,at night I 
walk by my buddies on the ;corner and they all look at me and I 
stop ,and I talk with them land most of them would want the."same 
opportunity if we were ab~e to give':it to ,them~" Yc:)Ungpeople 
want a sense of belonging.; They want t6 be useful. The want to 
know their place in the larger community.

. , ' 

I 
',I " ' 

When you look at what; is happening with our boy'S and girls' 
and teenagers today, so m~ch of it, that causes th'e problems and 
the headlines, can be traced to this feeling that somehow they 
don't have any positive, w~y .toexpl;'ess their growing up need, 
they don't have any place~ to gOt they have rio work to do. There 
is an opportunity ,for every school, every churchtogive'young 
people that kind of sel)se ,;of belonging. ' 

I ..'. 

Busine~ses ca~ also~elp wo~kersbe goo'd parents with 
family- friendly policies such as flexible work hours, adequate 
health benefits, decent wages, oppqrtunities for,learning. In the 

'recent J?r~~<;,ry here, there! w<;'s. a, l~t . tif ,talk about, ;corporate, ' 
respons1b111ty, about the pa1n that 1S caused because of ' 
downsizing and 'layoffs, th'e sense that workers and employees are 
treated as disposable comro,'odities. Well, it is true that we 'have , 
to face up to,the changes' !in the economy, but it' is also tr'ue " 
that there are many busine~ses that have tried hard to give their 
e~ployees a sense that they are important, to deve.1bp loyalty, :to 
give, them the ~eelings that their families are part of their 
value, to the employer ••Andl so they.' ve done things like ,provide 
extensive leave 'for both mothers and fathers. They've done things 

•
like provide tuition, c,red~ts for both employees and children to 

5' 



• 


• 


• 


, 

go to school. They've provided sunti'ner camp opportunities on 
and, 9n .. '/ f .' 

I 

There are .0 many bu~inesses ~ho dould serve a~ e~amples. So 
I would wish that oth'er businesses would follow thbse e'xamples,. 
We cannot' create a strong,: economy .. if we,' under~ine the capacity of 
parents to feel that they 'are fulfilling their basic obligations 
to ·their children. And it;is not a question of an either/or. It 
is 'a question of doingb<?~h, of ,building a'strong econC)my but' 
doing it ina way that va],.ues families at the same time.,.: , 
Businesses have responsib~lity not just to the bottom.line, but 
to creating a business;climate that sends the message that we ,are 
all in this together inst~ad of yo:u' re on your own. , '. 

" I, 

As we travel ,around' the, counb:.'Y, :my husband arid :t, we see 
many see many things that:work, but we also become more and more 
convinced, t,hat the sin<?!le :biggest influence in what, happens to. 
children, today, and the ,single biggest difference between, our, 

'growing up and our daught'~r's",is the media. And i don't want to 
engage in media bashing,' which is all ,too fashiOnable, although 
it is also, well deserved. iButI t,hinkthat if the 'media" and by 
that I me~n primaiiiy tel~vision, which has the single' biggest 
~mpact on children, w1ll dnly admit what we now khow, which is 

,that it is not only the c~ntent Of ,television program.s that 
,influenqeour children, it is the proces~,of television watching 
as wel1.,A recent study h~s concluded, wi'thout'much surprise" , 
that reading uses morecal:ories than watching television. I'm 
thinking of trying to do S:omething that promotes reading among 
teenager-sfrom the argument tp,at you, can get thin'by reading. I 
havenl,t> quite. figured out '!how" to put t.hat together. ' 

f ~! '. 

, ' 

But certainly those who make the decisions about what 
a'ppears on television and ithe movies ~nd music can 'no lo~ger hide 
behind the First Amendment:. NO"one ,1. coming to censor them. That 
debate is over. But unless; they change their ways, they,will 
continue to undermine the· ~apacity for this 'society to raise a 
crit,tcal mass of' children jWho can. be hopeful about ,'the . future. 
Because instead of breeding. hope, we are breeding distrust and 
cynicism. We are 'glamorizi~g violence 'and other self destructive 
behavior, and we are giving children the idea that·short term 
gratification is the only~hing worthhaving~ So'. there ,is, a great 
moral issue. that has to be! put on the same level as the economic 
imperatives~ . 

I ", , ' 

, . Think how mubh betteri oUr. society would be if media , , 
executives ,making the deci~ions about the content at tel~Vision 
shows and movies and music: askedthefuselves the following 
question: as a ,parent, do I want illy child watching this or ' 
l~stening to thip? And if ~he answer, i,sno,. as it is '-~.. both 
publicly and privately many of them, say they do not let their own 
children watch what they produce 6r do '-- then. why do they' 

" 
subject other children to , l.t? ' 
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• We are geing to. be having a gathering at the White Heuse 
next week that the Presid~nt called, 'ef, media' executives. I de net 
knew whether we will be shccessful in ~e~~u~dingthe~'te exer~ise 
the kind ef ~elf restraint that is nec~ssary. That i~ why the V 
chip, which was in the, teleceIiullunicatiehs bill, is ,. im~ertant -...; 
So. that parents have semeiautherity ever hew to. program their ewn 
TV sets . New if, they're l;ike me, they: 'willnever learn hew 'to use 
it. I still den't ,'knew hew to. run my VCR, but semebodY can be" 
entrepenurial and set u~ ~ ~ittle business abeut comihg areund 
pregrammirig yeur,V chips. IBut it is also. true that parents may 
have to. take mere dramatib actiens like turning off the 
televisien set, like jeining with ether parents to. beycett show's 
'that are particularly eff~nsive. ' 

There is neth~ng aga~nst:' the ,First"Amendment in citizens 
exercising their ewn First Amendment rights and saying, we are net 
deing this any lenger. If'stiangers walked into. yetir heuse and 
said some efthe things tfiat yeur chi~dren watch en television,

• I ' " ' yeu weuld call the pellce~ And, yet we let the TV set run fer heur 
and heurS and heurs with ~ery little interference~ 

. : I ' 

• 
I h~pe tha~ the.de~ate abeut what we need to. de fer eur 

children will be breadened to. include all these ether 
institutiens because th~r~ has bee~ a· £~l~edebate u~ until hew. 
It has been pesitiened th~t it 1s either the gevernment er the 
families. And,yeu knew he~ the debate ge~s -;.;. if the'gevernment 
dees seinething.thenthat q.ndermines the family and it undermines 
the family's self reliance. That is a false debate. AlIef us 
have a rele. I 'beiieveth~ttelevisieh has had mere of an impact 
ceming frem the'private secter en hew eur children think and feel 
than any gevernment pregr~in yeu can name in the last 'SO.years. So. 
• '. I '. .' • .lt's net the gevernment versus the:famlly'. It'lS the entlre 
seciety i and as' part ef tHat, gev'ernment dees have a relete help 
families and te,dpwhat ,it can to. serve as'a safety net fer· peOl:~ 
children, to. 'be there whert children's needs are net being met. 
But the debate' has to. be breadenedfer us to. get to. the peint 
that we really talk,ab6ut ~hat the ~eve~nment cando. . 
successfully.. .' 

'Newall the talk ,in ~he New Hampshire primary apeut what 
• ,r. .' •

buslness hasn't dene er what buslness ceuld de - I dldn't hear 
any ef th~ candidates~ en the other side:calling fer the ,Cengress, 
to. ra'ise the minimum' wage.! That is semething the government can . .'~ ,and' sheuld de to. help faml'lles. only the gevernment can pass the 

. , I . ..

family and medical leave a:;ct er give tax breaks: to. 'werking, 
families. And enly the gevlernm~nt can enferce standards to. keep , 
air clean and water safe. ~e anyenewhe thinks gevernment has no. 
rele in strengthening fami~ies,I ask where weuld bUr natioh be 
witheut the G.1.' bill or the Natienal Institutes bf Health Or the 

'. 

I • " • • .'
system ef land grant colleges and unlve:tsltles? , ' I 
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Iri the mid~le of thel civil war pr~sidentLindo1h and th~ 
C6ngress during that time, created lahd qrant colle~es bedau~e 

.they.uTlderf?tc;>od then, that; education was goin<:!' to bet,he key for 
Amerlqans belng able to prosper and develop ln tha future. And 
now we have those who would cut back on aid for education, who 
would make it difficult fbryoung people to afford 'to go to 

. college; who would cut babk on programs like Head start that give 
young children a chance tb be pr:epared, when education is the key 
for so many children and feenagers now and into hafutur~. 

. ",!,., . '" . , 
I 

I am optimistic that',we are gbing to corne up with the right 
answers to these problems ~ because I see so m'anyexafuplesof what. 
works. I visited a chartet school in: Sail Fernando Valley in one 
of the poorest neighborhoods in Califor'nia., A schc:i'ol that ha~ 95 ' 
percent Hispanic and fiye:percent African-America stUdents with a 

. Chinese-American principa+ and a' Cuban-American vice principal. ' 
Anybody who doesn't thinkiimmigrants are building America has not 
been the places that I have been in America in the pa'st three 
years. until last year,t~at school ~as located ne~t to several 

t ,",

broken ,down houses that were used by neighborhood gangs to sell 
and use drugs. The schoollgot some :state funding to bulldoze the' 
crackhouses and build newjclassrooms, and 'they ,celebrated the 
opening of 14 new classrooms and .in the auditorium .where 'we met, 

. I .' , 

• 
there. were parents of every educatl0nal background who had corne 
together to support the ~~hool -~ ttiekind ofpatthership I 
write about in the· book, where my father used to say you get in 
trouble at school, you'll!get in trouble'at home. That's the sort 
of partnership that has to be rebUilt to support our teachers and 
'principals. ': . . . / 

Every.where things, li~e tll"at .are happening. People are taking 
back their neighborhoods irom dru~s and violence, sChools are 
opening up longer hours sd that working parents can: be part of 
their children 's educatiori. We see so :much 'good' that :is llappening 
and in the. midst of all oi the political rhetoric, ~e should not 
lose sight of what we are !capable of doing to~ether if we share 

. iriformation, we pool our ,r:esources,·'we believe ~n'ou:r abilities 
to move things forward. I~ the willingness is theie, every 
neighborhood, every school! religious institution ,every business, 
every government in this d6tintry, starting tod:ay cOuld do ..' 
something positive to impr;ove the chahc'es of families and 
children and every family ito do something as simple as reading or 
talking to theirchildren~i If we ta~e' on: this challeh'ge of 
rebuilding our village, we're not talking about returning to a 
time when we all ~ived a~ small units, we're. talking instead' 

.' I.,'.·,. ':., ' 
about 'the 'values and relat:l0nshlps 'that ,connect all of us and how 
do we reassert the funda:m~ntal values that we look to because we 
know they bave stood the test of time about what it means to be 
responsible parent or: a reisponsible cit'izen. ',' .. ",

" . I' 

• 
Child~enhave 'novot~, they have rio say in the political ,or 

business or economic decis!ions made'.', They ,can't .lobby a 
I 
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• Congres'sman. They canit ':rrlake a' campaign contributioh. That's why 
all of us" whether or ,no-b, we are parents, have to ,be their voic;::e. 
And if that voice is loud enough, it will be heard above the 
political din, it will be: heard and reverberate, through the' 
global economy and allot us will, once, again, act in the way we 
should because' w'e know odr primary responsibility is' to the next, 
generation. Thank you 'all! v~ry much. ' 
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