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• Hi~laryRodham Clinton 

Ad<Iress to General Conference 
April 24, 1996 

(applalJ.t:~) 

JOHN THOMAS (South Indiana):: You may be seated. Wel1 rriends. A high moment has now 

arrived. In the commission considc;ring who would have the privilege of making the introduction t 


severa! pcrsonswcrc suggested and several pd'son requested that privilege. (laughter) I think it's 

been the wise decision of the comniission to pick her bishop to make .that introduction. So from the 

State of Arkansas, the Arkansas :area, Bishop Richard Wilke for the purpose of making the 

introduction. (applause) , ' , 

, 

BISHOP RICHARD B.WILKE: The joy of ,this introduction is to present a warn.. and gmcious , 
friend. And·l must ~a)', Mrs. Clinion, you have wann and gracious friends here to receive you. 
(applml.\'e) 

The honor is to present to you the first lady of the United States of America, and in many respects, 
, the first lady of the world. (applause) Twelve years ago, when Julie and I moved to Little Rock, 
Ark.. Julie had joined the First Un,ited Methodist Church of Little Rock, and I entered my offices 
in that very same building. We quickly discovered that Hillary Clinton was a vibrant and vital part 
of the life oftl1at congregation, serving as a Sunday school teacher, a worker with youth, a faithful 
worshiper in the church. We were privileged to worship with Mrs. Clinton and Chelsea. in fact we 
were present the morning that Chc:'l~ea was c,ollfirined in the church there and both Governor Clinton 
and Mrs. Clinton were prefient. One of the fi.m evenings was an evening thut Mr:;. Clinton invited 
an adu]t Sunday school class fOT aipicnic on the back lawn ofthc govemor's mansion. Now, thut':; 
the way to have a Sunday school picnic! . 

So it was no surprise to me to sec iry the newspaper a few Sundays arier the inauguration the Clintons 
faithfully tmdging through toe ~n6w. making their way to the Foundry United Methodlst Church 
in Washington, D.C. Wc had nt.1 attorney, no chancellor of the United Methodist Church, .in 
Arkansas, but we hadn't needed o~e up until tha1 time. So one day I invited top professional United 
Met.hodists, top business leaders oJ our church; to lunch. I told them we needeq a highly dedicated 
lay person who loved the;: Lord. ~ew and toved. the United Mcthodist Church, and we needed an 
attorney with such sl(;:rling stature, that any attorney or legal representative in the state ufArkansas 
would have instanl re!;pect. They ~te the free h.inch. ThcnJhcy said with one voice) you arc looking 
for Hillary Rodham Clinton, the finest attomey that you can find. And I was thrilled to have her 
serve as my church attorney. the chancellor, until the president was eleete'd. 

Her'great concerns are life-long, IIerconcem rOT childccn rcaches back to immunization ofchildren 
in Arkansas, to presidency orthe Children's Dl~fense Fund. Each year she and the governor honored 
volunteers of Camp Alders Gate!, our United Methodist work with children having illnessc~ or 
handicapping cQnditioilS. I was llpt surprised when she spoke so forcefully in China, pleading for 

• 
children, women, human rights. ~t~'- Clinton also is in the practice of bringing people together, 
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• people ofall races and ofall social stroctures. ThoBe ofus who know her have seen her move easily 
and work carefully with people of aU backgrounds. lIer recent bllok,lt Takes a Village, continues 
her plea for the children of the wor,Jd. Mrs. Clinton, 1 wore a Save the Children's tie in your honor 
today. She is in the fl)refront for education for children, always. She is in the forefrontofheaIth and 
safety for children, always. She is i~ the forefront for the spiritua1 fomlation and,nurture ofchildren, 

'always'. So, it is my great honor and privilege to introduce a brilliant attorney. an advocate of 
concerns dear to The United MClhqdisl Church, a toving mother and spouse, a gracious and warm 
person who walks as easily among the great of the world as she does in a children's ward in the 
hospital or in a kindergarten roon'l in the sehuol; toprescnt to you my friend, IHilary Rodham 
Clinton. (applause) 

MRS. HILLARY ROD.HAM CLl,*TON; Thank- you. Than.k you very much. Thank you so much, 
Bishop Wi1ke, for that kind intro~duction, We're going to miss the bishop and Mrs. Wilke in· 
Arkansa!';, but I am particularly plc~scd to have just leiu-ncd as I was ""'alkins in that they will both 
be working on the Disciple l1ible c~/lIlJy in their continuing efforts:. ' 

I have to confess to you that I have not been this nervous. with 150 bishops, someone told me, 
behind me, since T read my confirmation essay on what Jesus means. to me in my' horne church. 
(laughter and applause) And I got through that all right I hope I am able to convey to you my great 
sense of honor and pleasure at being here. 

• 
This quadrcnnial General Conference is important to all orus who are Methodists. And Methodism 
has been imp011ant to me for as long as I ean remember. My fath~r came from a long line of 
Mcthoi.iists who had immigrated: from Eng1and and Wales. And they took their church very 
seriously. And when my brothers and I were bom, despite the faCt we weT~ then living ill Chicago, 
my parents took us back to the CO~lrt Street Methodist Church in Scranton, Pa.• to be christened in 
front of my grandfather and other, rc1ativc5. We recently took back my nephew to go through the 
same experience at that church. ' I.. 

My parents belonged to a very large and active congregation.in Park Ridg~, TIl., the First United 
Methodist Cburch. It was the celitcr not only for Sunday morning worship, but Sunday evening 
youth groups and often during tll~ weck for other activities. My motht:r taught Sunday school and 
my brQtht:rs and I were there as ollen as lhecllurch doors opened, sometimcs, although my mother 
latcr confe$:ied that one of the rca~ons sheiaught Sunday schoot was to keep an eye on my brothers, 
so that they actually showed up at:ld stuyed after they were dropped off. . 

The Church was a critical partof'~lY growing up, and in preparing for this event,I alniost coutdn't 
even list all the ways it influence'd me, and helped me develop as a person, not only on my O\Vll 

faith journey, but with a sense of bbligation~ to others. 

It taught me practicallessol1s as! welt: [or example, how to 'recover from the embarrassment of 
pa;;sing 0\3t in an over-heated sanctuary when I wa~ playing an angel during the Christmas pageant. 
That pal1icular lesson has stood n:1C in good stl,,~ad on many occasions in my adulllife . 
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• But most importantly, I learned fro~ the ministers there, and the lay leaders there. the men and 
women such as yourselves who ran the church lifc. about the conncctlon bctwecn my personal faith 
and the o'bligations I i11ced as aChri~tian, both to other individua1s and to society. 

1'am particularly indebted to tllC many peoplc who taught Sunday School and Vacation Bibl~ School. . 
I can rernemher the lessons there, s(j)oletimes more vividly than what I have read or seen just last 
week. How many times did I sing the song, "Jesus Loves the Little Children of the World, ted and 
yellow) black and white, they are precious in His sight."Those words have stayed Witll me more 
personally and longer than many carnest lectures on race relations. And to this day. I find myself 
wondering how anyone whoever sa:ng them could be prejudiced against any group. (applause) 

When I graduated into Methodist Youth Fellowship, I was fortunate to have a youth minister who 
arranged for Ufl living in our vcry comfortable, middle-class. all-white suburb of Chicago, 
opportunities to go into the inner city, to have exchanges with church groups ofblack and Hispanic 
youngsters, to baby- sit fOT the children of migrant workers who. for those ofyou who did not grow 
up around ,Chicago in IDc 1950's a~d can only imaginc flying into O'Harc where everything looks 
developed, might find'it hard to believe how many farm workers we wQuldhnve, and our church 
took some responsibility for helping. We visited the residents of nursing homes; we would go to 
public events' thatwould feature s~eeches by people we'd barely heard of like Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. We discussed what our faith,meant in the world, and Tam so grateful for those lessons and 
those opportunities. 

• 1 am equally grateful that Iliy daug11ter has had the same, both.at hl:T church in Link Rock, and now 
at her church in Washington. IIer iSunday School teachers there have helped her and her peers 
explore and express ideas <lnd fears. One time just this past year, Bill and I went to a meeting ofthe 
teenage Sunday School group where the teenagers talked about what bugged them about their 
relationships with their parents. Al~d it helped to have al:)()ther child say what your own child didn't 
want to say to you directly. It was: one of the many experiences that we have had because of th~ 
loving and faithful adults who care for young people in the Methodist Church. And T hope 
(applause) that one of the lessons .we all take from our own experience, and one of the messages· 
that come forth from this conferente, is that despite all the headlines and the problems that we face 
in helping our children and young; people, we have so many young people. (applause) And just a 
few days ago, I received a fetter from a young man who is a delegate here from Arkansas. Y (}u arc 
going to think that between the Bishop and me we are promoting Ark..111sas! He wrote to me about 
all the good thing~ that were happcrting in his church and cohfcrcnce, and he said to me, "Our Church 

, and our world mU5lt know that yo4tharc not just involved in gangs, drugs and violence; they are 
also involved in youth programs, rt'lissions, and the lire of OUT Church." And I hope that each ofus. 
and certainly from my background with the d~bt lowe to so many. who helped me, understand that 
in today's wotJd, churches are am;ong the few places·in society where young people ~an let down 
their guard, let off steam, and be part of a fcllpwship that offers them the opportunity for religious 
and spiritual expression and acts of humanity. And if we look atthc positive side of what we can 
offer to young people, then we know that at the center of that expt::rience is our faith and our mission ' 
at.; Methodists and as Christians. I 

• 
That fhith 11U~ certuinl)' meant a great deal to me over the yeal's, but I know that lmhty, hen:: ut this 
conference and throughout t~le, wprld, we arc faced with many new chalknge:> and opportunities 
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that test and try us; that ~sk us how y-te will put into action what we believe. We know we need to 
strengthen the spiritual and moral context of our lives) and we know that we need a new sense of 
caring ahout one another in whiqh every segment of soCiety,' every institution, fulfiHs its 
responsibility to the larger community. and particularly to families and children. 

Here, in the lInited States, and ccrt~inly in the other countries represented here, we sec too many 
childrClland people who remaillon the margins ofsociety. We see children who are unloved, unfed. 
unhealthy, and unschooled. We see ,vomen and people ofcolor who arc marginaHzed because they 
are denied the opportunities they deserve to become full participants in society. Those arc the 
continuing challenges, and yet, we .Mow know mueh more about what we can do together to meet 
those chaUenges. Despite the probt~ms of poveny and il1i~eracy and violence, there arc solutions 
being born, being born in I:;hurches ~nd I:;ommunities throughout the worl~. 

i ' 
The bishop mentioned a book that I have written, It l'ak(IS A Village, which really does, for me, 
exprcs~ my ftmdamcntal beliefthat ,we al1 have an ohligation to reach out to assist each other, and 
that we all should be willing towor~ toward solutions to our problems. It is easy to complain about 
the problems we face. It is harder b~t far more rewarding to ioll up our sleeves and.work together 
to solve them. (applause) I was heartened, tht;:refore, when I read a text of this year's episcopal 
address, to see that the Council of Bishops has renewed its call to make the welfare of children a 
top priority. And I commend the <:touncil for adtlpting the Episcopal Initiative on Children: and 
Poverty which will amplify the discussion of this very import.ant issue worldwide. Children need 
us. They are not rugged individualiSts. They depend, first and foremost, on their parents who bare 
the prim<lfY n::::;pont;ibilily f\.lr their upbringing. And, yet, as a mother, 1 know that my daughter's 
life has been influenced and affected by countless other people, some ofwhom Ikuow; many, many 
others 1 will nev~r meet. Think of i~: the police who patrol our streets to k~ep our children safe; the 
government officials who monitor the quality of air and water and food; the business leaders who 
employ parents and make decisions about what kind of income and benelits they will receive: the 
executives who produce the progratns that our children see on television. As adults we have to start 
thinking and bdieving that there iSlt't really any such thing as someone else's child. (applause) My 
child, your child, all children everywhere, must live and make their ways in society, and now, in 
the increasingly shrinking,world ~e live in, in the lar~er globe as well. 

, 
For that reason, we cannot permit ~iscussions of children and families to be subverted by political 
or ideological debate. There arc strong feelings about what should or should not be done, but there 
also, 1 believe, strong areas of agr~ement where people should get beyond their disagreements to 
work together. There should be no ~i!'iagreement aboU:t the fact (hal the family stmcturc is in trouble 
not only here, hut in many parts of the world. There should be no debate that children need the 
nurturing and care that a stable ran1i]y can provide. And there should be no debate about a common 
sense truth-that children are the result of both-the, values of their parents and the values of the 
societ ies in which they live. 

And so, if we look honestly at the prohlems we have as the Episcopal Initiative is doing, then we 
should be asking ourselves, "Wh~tt areas or common agreement do we have. that can lead uS as 
individuals, m; 11 church, as community and society to work together on behalfofour Children?" We 
know the biblical admonitions abuut cai-ing for c:ach other. We know so well what Jeslls said to his 
disciples in Mark, holding !.l smal~ child in his arms that whoever welcomes one su<.:h <.:hild in my 
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name, welcomes met and whoever ",ekomes me, welcomes not me, but the one who sends me, If 

we could only keep that in mind, and see in every child's face that faithful, hopefulness. Take the 

image we have of Jesus·--I can remember so clearly walking up the stairs so many times to my 

Sunday School class, and seeing that picture that is in so many Methodist Churches of Jesus as the 

Shepherd. Taking that face and tran~posing it onto the face ofcvery child we see. Then we would 

ask ourselvcs, "Would l turn that chi1d away from the health care that child needs? Would I say that 

there is no help for that child becaude 

I 
look who he is or 

. 
look who her parents arc?" No) we would 


, take a deep breathin the face ofdisappointment in our efforts to help and we would continue to U)'. 

Forme, the Social Principlesorthe tv1ethodistChurch have been as much a description ofour history, 

as a prod for my future act.ions. We can find direction, if we look to the church's call to strengthen 

families and renew our 'schools andiencouragc pollcies that enable each child to have a c.hance to 

fulfill his or her God-given potentiat. Now, it is not easy to do that. I don't think it ever has been. I 

believe if one looks back, not only ~nto the Bible, but certainly since then, and reuds the stories of 

John arid Charles Wesley and looks ~to other church kaderl7; in the last century. we know that acting 

on'our faith 1s.nevcr easy, And it is ("fien a test ofour own resolve as much as anything else. I think 

of the stories that I heard even.as a child of John Wesley preaching to people who did not want to 

hear him. There was that one memotablestOl)' ofwhere:they were throwing whiskey bottles at him. 

And I thiJik to myself; how many of us, myself included, would even go into places now where we 


. I 

were likely to be the object of thro~ whiskey bottles? Not many of us. And in part what we have 

to confront is our own willingness to take the blessings we have and take them into a world that·is 


I . 

complex, often turns away, and ma~ even be hostile . 
, 

Bmju5t look at the tradition we come from. We continue in this church to answer John Wesley's
I 

call to provide for the educational l~ealth and spiritual needs of children. We can he proud that otlr 

church has been a le'lder in the fight to improve the quality of education, promote parental 

responsibility. curb sJl10king among young people. expand comprehensive health carc, strengthen 

marriages, and help people ofall ki\lds of backgrounds. I'm heartened bythe work {see being done. 

in the communities of Shalom Initiative, where individual churches and churches in union arc 

looking to lransfom1 just four city ~locks in some instance. But taking that responsibility on, being 

there one-on-one with people unlike ourselves. often. Letting people hear the message of the gospel 

as well as the example Of our works~ We'lJ do more to change lives than any program that could 


. passed by any legislative body. (CJ/)plausc) . 
. "i , 

As I look at this great gathering, I sec r~flectcd here.John Wesley's words that the world is my 

parish, and if that be tlle case, then:J am optimistic. Dtlspite the headlines of the moment, and all of 

thc difficulties we know lurk outsid,e in this city we are in today, and every other one. I am optimistic 

because I see spiritual growth and action based on that. Dcginning to manifest itself in so many 

different ways. In my book. 1 wrotf a little chapter called "Children Are Bom Believers" because 1 

feel so strongly that we owe our c1:1ildren a chance for them to have a spiritual 1ife. For them to be 

part of a church. and it is not only ~omcthing we do Ibr them. We do it for ourselves, and we know 

that in ways we might not even predict c()n~equences can be positive . 


. A recent survey of young people, and dmg usc found that children and youih who had regular 
religious 1nvolvcmcnt and attend(.~nce in,a church or synagogue were far less likely to engage in 
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self-destructive behavior like drug lise. So we: do it because we believe Wld we do it because we 

trust that it will lead our youn8Pco~te to a better life for themselves. ;' .. 


,, 
Just this past month, I attendcd thcftlncral of a young man who epitomized the Methodist spirit of 
compassion and charity. He was thelgrandson, the son and the nephew of Methodist minlsters_ His 
name was Adam Darting. He auend~d Foundry Church in Washington as my husband and daughter 
and I do. And he had accompanied (?ommercc Secretary Ron Brown on his trip to Bosnia, and was 
among the men and women who dic~ on the side of that rriountain in Croatia. He was mily 29 years 
old. But in the four years the president and I had known him, we.had seen a young man that not 
~n~y bl~ssol11ed professionally, b~tlwas commi~ed to re.bllilding, cit~es> r,ebuiJding communities, 
hvmg 111 one of the toughest neIghborhoods m Washmgton, gcttmS to know his neighbors, 
babysitting for their children when re had limc~ hitting abatl with them in the street. Because he 
unde::r1)tood from the way he wa'; rai'sed, that fame and t'uccess were:: .fleeting, but a commitment to 

. the spirit, involven~ent in the work o:rhis church would gi ve him $Utisfactiotl. and build a legacy that 
others, themselves, could take adval1tage of. I raise his name because when ~>nc contrasts what his 
short; young life meant;andwhathb was attempting to rebuild, 1t gives me a great.deal or energy. 
and' optimismabout:wl1atall'youngIpeopk can:do 'if they are. giveri-the chance.. . : 

j 

J know thatwe havc«disagreG11lentsjinsocicty.. We evcnhavc disagreements in the church. f think. 
one of the reasons that I'm:a ~cthpdist is because I think disagreements arc part of life. I think 
(applau.\·£!) it's part of how we grow together. And 1 think all of us know that despite our 
disagreements as the Book ofDisciRline puts it~ wc arc engaged, in a task to articulate our vision in 
a way that will draw us together as fa people in mission.' In the name of Jesus Christ, we arc called 
to work within our diversity, whilJ exercising patience and forbearance with one another. Such 
patienc~ stems neither fron'lindiflerkncc toward truth, nor from ail indulgent tol~rance oferror. But 
from an awareness that we know ot~ly in part and that none of us is able to search the mysteries of 
God, except by the spirit of God. That call to humility and forbearance and patience is not only 
important for the work of the church within theehurch; but it's critical to our work outside. It can~ 
us to try time.and again to reach inth the lives ofthose who arc left out And it alsl) prods us to look 

. I . 
for ways we can work together to l'\elp our children. 

. I 
If we were able; evcn within our own church, in every congregation represented here, to hidp every 

mother and father be the best parerh thaL parent could be, we would have done a wonderful piece 

of work. (applause) Ifwe are.uble to persuade every pun:t:lt that it's important to talk to a baby, to 

be affin:nativc toward a child, to Jrap thll~ child in the:: love. attention and discipline every ehpd 

needs. The~ by the time those chi!ldr~ll reached olir schools, we would be able to per1i~ade our 

teachers to look at eve? child andlscc hope, and sec posgjbil1ty. And w: could'renew and rcf~rm 

our schools so that they Involved even welcomed parents through open their doors to the comnuuuty, 

and wcrcdctermincd to leave no Cflild behind. .' 


." I 

We wo~td also ask those in the busi~less community to think about the dcci$iot:'l~ they make in tenus, 

not only of their primary responsi~ility to their bottom linc, but ,also to the communities that they 

serve and w(lrk in. To ask how they, too,'could bc'(app/ause) part of strengthening families. 


; . 

(applause) 
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Even simple things like things, like giving time off to parents to go to parent-teacherconferenccs 
in schools would send a wonderful signal about what is important. (applause) 

And if we were able to persuade everyone who has any contro1 of what appears on our televisions 
and what we hear on our radios, to think about their own children. would they want their own· . 
children to see and hear what come,s into our homes on a daily basis? Or would they rather not? 
(applause) And therefore change what they produce. (t.lpplallSl~ 

And we would ask an of us who are members of churches and synagogues and mosques, we would 
ask all orus,to set an example oflo~e and respect. We would ask all ofus~ whatever form it appears 
in our holywrltlngs, to follow wha~ we can "the Golden Rule." We would ask all of us to act on 
the olltside ofchurch the way we trYj to act ins,ide, and 19 tluo~ open the doors (al!plausC!), to throw 
open the doors ofour churches, and ;-velcome In those who JOhll Wesley sought out. Andvpcl1 those 
doorfl after school, on weekendt>, especially in some of ~ur tougher neighborhood!;, so that children 
have places that are safe to go. I 

There is so much we call do' in meeting these challenges, and so many opportunities for· us. as 
I 

Methodists,.to grasp and be part offultllling .. 

• 
I anl grateful 11)( my Methodi~t upbiinging~ Tarp graterul for this church. Iwatch with great interest 
and appreciation those of you who istruggle to make the decisions that will govern us for the next 
four years. And Tappreciate that you are grasping with the hard issues; being willing to debate and 
discuss what nt;;cds to b\; dvnc. And>I would hope that mi.U1Y of US, not only membersofthis church • 
but all peop1e of fajth~ would :)ay we have :;0 much in common ,thut we can do, and SUllUllon our 

. energy on behalf, first and forcmo~t, of out children. If we were to do .that, I know 'we would see 
changes before (,lur very eyes. And that the church you serve and that has served us, would continue 

I 

to grow because it wa.<; serving the 'world, living out t~e gospel. and being a servant for those who 
need to hear that messagc. 

With that in mjnd~ I thank you for ~eeping alive the Methodist traditions and teachings; for helping 
to awaken and strengthen the spirit and faith of men, women, and children; and for helping all or 
us to have courage In the face ofichangc, to be willing to struggle forward doing what we can 
individually, and to make COllllllQll cause with others who believe that we are called, both for· 
pc:r:;lInal salvation, but also for thc1work we must do in this world. "Inank you very~ very lm~ch. 

.(applau~(!) 

BISHOP IVES: Mrs. Clinton. Mrs. Clinton, on behalf of aU of us today, we thank you {()fwalking 
among us, but more importantly. we thmlk you for your witness in the world into which you go. Go 
in peace, and may God bless you. ' 

(apphnise) 

JOlIN THOMAS: You may be sl~atcd. And now, on beha1fofthc commission, we have asked a 

• 
commision member, MoltiC.Sll~Wtl.rt of the North Alabama Conference, to make a prescntatiollon 
our bchul r to our distinguished Yi~hor and speaker .. Mollie Stewart. . . 
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.' MOLLIE STEWART (North Alabama): Mrs. Clinton, you have graced us with your presence, ' 
inspired us with your reflections on the United Methodist Church, and lifted our spirits with your 
vitality. This has been a historical moment in the life of our denomination. For those of us in the 
room, it has been an afternoon we Will not soon forgeL (applause) We tmst that for you, too. it has 
been a memorable day. Tn thanks an~ appreciation, we, the Commission on the General Conference, 
want to present you with these two items. First, a copy of the limited edition hymnal of this General 
Conference. (applause) We a1so v.-:ant to present to you this 'wooden trinket box which bears the 
logo of the General Conference. (applause) , 

, 
i 

MRS. CJ.:INTON: Thank you, Mollie. That's so very nice of you. 
, I ' , 
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AMERICAN M~TnODISM & THE WUITE IIoVSE .. 


,!by Dr. Williulll K. QUkk 

St'nior l);ls(or - Ml'tropofUlin Unih·tI Methodis' Church. Ot'troit. Michi~lm 


OUI' ~1\Jm\l1ljllati\ll1 h;\" ll>.:cn 'I~"crih~d us Alll~ric:l 'K •••• , ml.)sl char:l(;t~ri!>:tic church.' 11 j" slwrt 011 

'11I;!uJogy. lung \lII gO(ld \'i\lrk~. hrilliml~ly tlrganiz~"t. prillHlrily middt..:·dass. Ih::lllll::ntly hig~)k;d. inclln!hly 

uplimislic. l,o..:aluu:;Jy misl'ionary and tou:~hillg.ly conlid\!111 ~)rth\! I!ssl!nlial gO(ltll1t!~s ol'llI!;) ptJrslll1 Illjxl d()()I', 
I ' , 

11 \!xhihils ,III Ihl: (.:hid· .'\JIl~dc!1n liltlils ~:1I1d virful:s lIild has d(l/W ,<;0 Ii,w 170 )'\!:II's." ILit~ ;vlagllzin~. 1~J47.1 

Sinc\! 17~~ whl.!l1 George Washington w:t~ inallgumt~t1 as our lirst Prl.!sidellt forty-one l1len have hddoUI', . 

n;,titm'!ol hi!'!'h~!oll dected lIml~c. F~ach tln~ or thl:!m h:IS had t!itht!r I1lcmh~r~hip in' llr alt~nd~d dUffell. 

Th~ "'~:10I11il1l\fiunu" bro,)nhtl\lWI~ im;I~lddN: ~1\"\Vl:11 Episcupali~lIlf:, l-lix PI\!!'byl..:l'i:lI1s, liv~ I\.r~lhmlisls. Ii.Hlr 

llnilarians, (bur Unptists, IIu-cc Discipl~ ofChrist (Christian), two Dulch Rcf"mncd, hvo Quak...:r:::, Olle C<.'I1

gr~galionl1l and one i{ol11t1IIC:llholic. , . 

Two Pr~sidl;:llls-not chlll'ch mClllhJrs-nU\!ndl!cJ. Thomas Jdli:rs,lll, who clln!-:i~II.!I\:d him~dr f)d~:I, ul

teudt!d Iht! lhlihlriUtl 11m] Episcuput church~s on occasion, ~\I1d Abruhilm Lincoln nttt!mlt!d Iht! Presbyteriun 
, I, , 

chtlrch. ,t : 

Lincoln highly r~:-:p~cti:)d thv j\.11\llh~'disls :md on May 11(, 1~64 ~aid. "It is no nmlt in olh...:rs 111:'11 Ihe 

Mulholiisl Churdl S~illl:.. ilion:: s\IJdit!rs t,~1 Ihl! lidll, nlt)foJ nur~";1i 1\) It...: 1\\I~pi1I\J!-I umlmoJ'v pl'uyl;ll'~ h) h.:nwn 

thlltlUnv, Gou hl~ss lhe Melhl')uist C11l11'\,;h ... RI~ss~d hI.! un tht! church\!s {lIltl hllJsstJU be God wilt! in Uli); our 
• I 

gf\.~a1 tri:;1 givcth us th0' churches:' l1istJ.ry r~cords fhat his d~:lf fi'icnd, Mdhodisl Uishop r"latth~w Simpson, 

wn" chosen t\l ddivcr his finnl IiIl1t.!rat oration. 
Th..! ~l<!1hl.l~lisl Eplscllpul Chu'rel,l Was orgnnized itt till.: Christlnas Cont~rl!ncc at I,Qvdy Lm\~ in l3~l1ti

nh.rt:' in 1784. In 17~97 !11th.,: rt.;~11I<J~1 ~}Ih..: Gt.meral Cnnl~r..:nec Tlil-lhop Frllllcis AshlJry ulld Bislwp ThollWs 

(.·o1\~ ~all..::d nil tht,; lI~wly ct...:ch.:d "n.:si~I~111, (jc\~rgc Wnshing1on. nnd (In:::r.;d Ih..:l pmyl)r~ ~lIld f.:upporl nr lIlt.;' 
Mdhotlists. Thi!;; wa!> the b\!ginning Qr f' long com~(!ction of the f\'lclhotlisl Churdl und thl: White llom;~. 

11 h<ls hl;:t!ll ~ilid Ihat 011<: ..:allll\lt rt:a~1 1111.,) hh:tury ufflll;: lInikd Slal~!\ in the llil1~h;:elllh century aplII:1 Ih'>lll 

1he hislor'\' or!\ldhmlislll. n...: Ih"l as ilmay thIJ Ihcl~ ..r~ th\! live t\'ll.!lll(ldis( Prl!~idl.!nts Wl.!n! :111 dt.:ckd in the 

nilleh:!~I1t1~ c~ntury :md wer~ hom in sl'attls wh~re r\iletlllxll~111 r~maim: a~trong late 20th centUlY witness: 
Th.;!}' :11'~ Jam",., Knux. P\)lk ~nd Andru~\I .Iohm:oll or North C:ll'l)lin:l~ 1IIys~($ S, Orant, Ruth0rt()rd B. IIay~s 
IInJ 'WiHiillll MI,;Kinky ui' Ohiv. 

TIlr~~ Pr~sitk;llls 
, 

\...-en.: cl1uc~llcd itt 
I 

t lllih:.aJ Ml"llhodi:-;1 1'1;].. ".:1.1 ~\ll1cgt:.',: Jium::-< Bm.:IHlII<1n ill Dil.ik.in:-;~ll1. 

William McKinl..:)' 1I1 Alh.lghl..:ny Collt!ge :tnd J{idmrd Nixon :It Ih~ J)uk", \ Inivt.:J'sity l,i\\V Schuol. 
-',' i 

L~rs t:1k..: ,11 bri~f glimpc.;~ at Ih~ Ih'~ ~:I~'hndif.it Prt.:sid~nts. 

•IAM E~ KNOX POLK's parent!; ~\.)uk him iu: all intimt to h~ haplized Pr-:sbykriall hut the pnst(lr rdl1scd· 

to pcrl~l1ll1 Iht: service unless holh pm'Jll!s r..ur\!s~~d Ihdl' Ihilh in ucc,ll'dam;~ wilh P)'IJshyll!rian cuslom, F\)l" 
.. '. . ., :." &. ..1"'"",t",.., , ,
.I~I!{ 1)",lhl1l' Ihl1r~ wm~ ll4l pnlhll1ll1 hll' h,ls Ill.hur n:11I:-l.,:d. /\~l ureum.:n!fJ'lr. Polk IIlltl It...: c!.,;rgynltHl lollllw<oltt 

, .' I . 

'.. m1 Ihl; 1~)I11\1.:r stHlkl;d Vllt wilh his witl.: iUU.l uubaptil.cd .,;hiM. In 1i<:.n hu alh:lldcd a r~rigi\.)lIi' l::IIHP 1ll\':\'!lill~ 
. ' " I , " 
ami \\'m: protl)undly mm\~d hy lh¢ PN:lchillg of thl! Rev ..h*n McF...:rrin. I Ii,': became :l Methodist pl'ivnlcly 

Ulli11Uillg his t1I.!Vt),jon 10 Ihat li,ith, Ik 'malli~ll Sllnth Chilllr0ss, \vdl-~dm;ui~d HI Ihl.! \!xdllsiv~ r-.:hlnlviUIl 

Fcnl~,i-.: .'\eadent)' tI' Sak:l1l. N.C~ A "ilricf Moravian, she lind Ihe Prcsidtml rdilsl,!d lu nu..:nd the 'hcnt~r 01' 
, , I ' 

ht\r~..:: raCl!s. ~lrs, Polk hallncll dilllCil,lg. crir{l·I>taying flllli akob')!ic drill!\::.; ill th..:: White Ilolise and ewn 
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rt!tiH:~" tn p~nnit vi~itM~ in rh(!Whil..:! J ((HI~..:! ('Ill Sunday. On hifl d.:nfh h:ld P\~u..: ~lInHlh"n",d Bi~lh)P t\lcF~'Til; ' . 
\\'\hl bllp·'jit.IJ,,1 him II 1\·lodtll\)Uisl hl;1rvr~ h~ cJil;1u, 

ANDRE\'" .JOHNSON Iltlt!mkd l\'1e:lhlJdis! ~crvic":N wilh his wil~. Eliza McClll'dl~. who al 16 ll1:lrrh;lt 

nr:1 ynllllglir ;lg~ than flny nth.:r FirM t:uiy, Jf~ occa!;iollally.aUcndl.xl Cafholic services find ddl:mkd Catholi

cism Ihml it!-: critic!' and ch~lmpion~d religiolls Ir~cd()m, lIe ncv~r aHclldcd 1:1 sillgl~ dny of l'dmoL barely, . 
loughl himsdf 10 r~nd. Hi~ h~lt~r educ~fcd wift! p:lfi~l1fly .utnred him, IC:lching hinl to \\lritt.! nnd tn figura 

Mlllh lind grvull, impn)v"al hi:> n:uding lind :i~lIil1g. Whil~ h~ iabl,.1l"Gd in rh..: liiilor :-Illup. ::iht,; ~,fllJlI r':;:;td aloud 
i ' \ 

III him . .roimsi.)\l lh:Vt!r Ibnllally join~d 11 church, 

RlITIlEIU'OIU) H. 11.1\ y~:S n~ith'er smokt:d nor drank and m,;rrh:d LlIcyWnr~ Wl.Jhh (,ll'Cincinl\ttti. n 

d~\'l"llll T\·Il1thndi~l. Sh~ was !he lirsl Pir;,t Lady hl gl'UdlWtc tJ'om Col1l.!g~, Tlt\,'y :t1\~IHI~d Chlll'chn:glliarly. 

I.ucy\ layc~ vigorously lllllhlSl.!d sJavc~'Y lind cOJlvinCed h<!f' hllshaml t~lah:lIld~)n Ihl! Whig Party I~\r Ih\.! 

unfiNlu\',,:I')' R..:publicHIl Purly, A~ Firsl LIlli)' :;hlil bn.)ught hl;:r:z~al t~)r t~mp.;:rnl1cl;l 11..1 Ih..: Whih; Ilv\ls~ and .Wi\;:; 

c:llkd Lemollw/t! LflG),. She bmUll.:d <lui aktlholic hC\'t:rages eXl~cpt 011 one ocra~ioll the 1\~c~plj(.lIl Jhr lilt: 

(ir:ll1d l.)lIk~ ot"Russia in U~77 "t wl~ichiwin~ wns s~rvcd. WOIll~II'$ Christi"n T~lIlpcr:II\<:~ Union hailed h.:r 

.' 

. . . 

policy and in grntit\ld~ commi:;:sinnl.!d a full-length pot'n'aH of h\)1' which now htl1lg:- in Iho Wllih! IIml~~, 

. A typical day in lh0 Whitt: Ilom:c h~lHln with rr:\ycr~. In th~ ~wllillg the tnlllity on\jll gnllt~rcd Il)r music 

mH.1 hYII~n singing. .. As l'r.:sii.h.ll1l. II:1Y~s !inln.)duc":d 111..: pnlclil,;.;.t1" gn)lil> hYlIln sing!> i,l Ihl.: Wlii (...: 11~IUW 1..111 

Suuda)' nighl!'i. They :-;el il ~oul.! CXiilllljh,; I\.)r .;wry Arnerkan linnily lIml \Iukkty ~iliill.:tI n;spc~t {(.Ir tln:ir 

hospitl.llity, si'mplicity nnd modesty. Tli~y introduced th~ custom or Eastel' egg rolli'ng by children on the 

Wllit..; I hlUSl! lawll, 

Haves wrnll! "I 'ry 10 bell Chrisfidn. I.wwlI to hI! a Christian lind ht!lp do C'hristiw.1 work" He gnve' 
- I. . 

Ih:dy b~)th 1.)1' mOil!'!}, a\1(.1 tin~~. H~ ctmti'ihl't~J 25°,o'l1r th~ COIl~tl·'lcli\.ln Cl)!o;t~ of (I Il~W I'vklhc..Idi!>:1 Clwn.:h and 
, "I ., I 

bl..lI'I: HIlOChcl' 2!,1) 11 ul' its r~l;vll:)lnrl::th..)Jl ~lJ15t:) ,,1\0;1' il bllrn~d. ~h..)\\'n, . 

lfL YSSES S. GI~\NTt as a youth.; ral'~ry .Wl!I1( (0 church :lud had 1l1.!\,l.!r bl!l!1l haptiz~d, :\1/ Ihis changed
'II' i ... , 

wh~n hc 1l:1I in lo\'\.! with Juli;, nogg<; Dent ot'St. J.ouj~ and l~gan at1cnding Methodist worship :;:~rviccs with 
I . 

hl;)r. During his lill~ll ~Irllggl~ with cancer rh~ Rcv. John J'hillip N~wnHUl or Mt!lropolil.m tvh::lhodist Church 
in Washillglun calk:d un Ul'aJlt r\;l~"ltarly. urging him 10 conlirm his !ilith ill God :lnd the ChUfeh. AI1t!1' Ollt! 

such \·j!>:il. R~\'. Nt:\\IlIl~m ;\lUllHUlc":1.1 kllh\! prt:1'I' nl~.t h", hm.1 bilpti:t...:d Iht! tbl1l1<:r rrc.,::-oid~lIt LIt hi:-; r~\IU~sl. 
I . 

Family m~mhcr:"i later dispuled Ihis. ,iow\J\'cr. s:1ying Granl h:ld lo}..:ratvd NIJWIll:lIl"s visits and I~~dsjd~ 
pr:IYIJrS ,)Illy l~cullsl.! Ih!..!y t:\lmli.)rt~d Nlr~. 01'3111 nnd he did nnl \\'unl I,) h.: rude 1\) Ih!..! millister wh('11ll he 

sr~atl)' m.lmirc·d, (irnnt had lillie use f\~t orgnni7.ed 'r!Jligioll \l\llm~my lim~s ~xprc!-lscd his belief in 00<.1, the 
Bible imd an ufkrlil\':. ! . 

I 

.Jk :;:eid ill a !;pt::~~h <II Dt.:sMoillt!s. :10\\':1. "L..!{f\'1} (/I.! "Iulft!}' o/J'l,{hgh)1I 10 Ih~ iUlllly ·a/hll'. tit..: clllm;h. 

. .. 011.' !hl! "ri"L/loJ .v<t/wu/, ~url'0rlr;1d f;!nllr~6' by private c()1i/ril",tirll1,Y, K~;:p IIh1 Church (flU' the Slate J(11'1!i'l.'!r 

;h.:ptl/H(L'. I' 

lh: Wrtll~. "/1f1'" ji.,s, /n Iht: HiNt' (/.\' Ih~ anc:hu/' (1).'fll/rliht1r1h's: \I'ril~' its pl'...(.'1:/',.... in your hc:,/r's cant 
pniclict! Ilsttl1l ill YOl/r li\'~.v, To Iht;! iiljlt!tmcr: ({Ibi,~ bOflk We; m't;: ifld~b(~~dl'JI' (,11/ tilt: /WOj!r\:.'iS made: in trw'! 

civilization. (1I1d to ,Ill.'; WI} nlll.\'/ look a.~ 0;;1' glUde 1I7 11ll! jilttll't!. 'R/~~htt!OII,mt!ss .!xh,ill<,;·d (/ Hotion blll..\·in i.> 
I . 
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, _\~ \\'ILLIAMl\:1cKIN,LEY. \vus'br~~.ighl Up in u tltwuuC ~Iclhuc.JiJ.:f hom\.l,: At t~1l )'dUr~ Qr'ug~ hI: pub!i~ly' • ' . 
". 	 I'. . 

.•... ,/ profl!sscd hi:- raiU~ at n rl.!vivaI illcoling ;in ,Polnnd. Ohio, nnd joined the (,hurd1 al asc 16. He was throughout'" ;' 
: hiN Jilt: a c.Jclvuuluctivt!i Mt.!lhvcJtl{t uml u n:gurnr ~hur4,;hgucr. In Canlun, Ohio h~ bt:long~cJ t~) Ih~ First M~lh- . .::; 

~ . .. ". I. . . . . '. 	 . .' .:.. 

':. ooist C'hUl'ch wheN h~ was Supcrintcnd~nt ofthe Sunday School. In Wnshington ht) attencJed thl) Mctropoli- '. 

f. . . Iml Mt=lhHdi:tt Church. AI his innllgur~ll h~ kissed Ihe BibJ~t opl.:l1~d 10, 2Chronidt:s 1: IO~ "Give mf! now 

wi.'{(tol1l and/.;n(lH'/~,&ct. tlwf1 mH)'Mt.J {~u(wul conzc! In btljUr,.l Ibis pc:oplt:: fiJI' wlw COJ1jfUfg.., fhi,'; thy p •.wplct, . 

(flal is so great? "As Prt!sid..:nt h~ UnCll invited guests to sin8 hymul> with him in 1htl Hluf; ROOITI \1I1 Sunduy . 

~v~nil1g!:\. Among his. tavorilt!s W0rc: N~"rftr Aly G()J To Th~.;:. and L;;«J Kim.!/)', Light. In 1899 h" sUI~Ulia-' 
ri:l.t!u hil-l crt!l1u iit a pt!r~~.lt\UIIllV~lO; "A-Iy heliefemh;"lces lhe J)IVlnity o[Chrisl an,( a rf!cognilbm o/Chris. 

Iwn;()" Wi th..: twx"'i,,:;t ji'f.,;fuI' in fhe; li'uJ'ld'l' cnlili;;allOl1 . .. M"inlatnillg his fnilh 10 th~ 1.:11£1, he ~:t~ OVl.!lflcard 

somy' reciring rhl! Lord', Prayer as he was being p~epnfed for surgery aner being shot. 
Theodore Roosevdt, whv on Sl..!pt~mbor 14. 190 I slIccecdl.:d thl.! n,ssl1ssiuah!d Willi:ittJ McKinlcy~ re

marked 10 the Methodist Chaplain ofthb US Sennta.· "YOIll' Churd1 is fll£i Chur'(;h ofAmtfri{..''', .. . 
I 

Pr~~iJcnf C.. Jvin CuoliJg~ ~p()kj;! <t.t the ullwiling of the I,mly t:ljllt:strian statuc in Washington, n.c. 
which doc!': not IWl10r 4 military hero,: On rhl! occasion ('Ir rhe unveiling or the slittuc or Bi~hop l~mncis 
A:;bury. F,dh~r or Atn~ricl1n Mt:thO(lisl~ and 'Prophet ofthe Long Road', Prcsic.l~nl O.)l.llidgc suid Asbury'

I . 

"W(/$ entitled 10 rank u~· one of the b"i}lJers ufour nalion. lie printed the nwp ofour counfry with the' 

hO(Jjhtm/.foj'lus horses, ,. He ub:!..:rved~~·;We b~ild monumelll.r to tni!11 who do /1QI n.Ntllhe.m." . 

• 

Sum~ ofliS Wl.:n.~ prl.!!-;cnt in I~"flimi)~\!. M:tl'yhll1u in )<)(,6 wh..:u l'r\]:iid..:nt Lyndon Buim;:> J\lhn:-;on l>pukc . 


:d Ihl:! Bi"Co;.lukIUlhLI or Ml.:lht,.uJi~1 bcgit~ings in Arnericll. ..' 	 . 
. 	 . . I . 

'111~ many links of historic Mcthodi,sm to the White HOllse includes th~ actions of delegates fl'om the 

1980 (j~n\!mt Conrcrcnc~ in Indianapl\1i~ to' s~'nd "ddcgation. hcad~d by Bish\)p Willimn R. Cluulun. to U1~ 

Whit\) llc)use tor a mc~til1g with Prcsidc~t Jimmy Cnrtl!r regnrding tl~\J i\.rncrictlns hdtfhostnge hy th~ lrllni

un:.;. We nol\.: tll:ll Presidenl CnrhJr Ill/1mb" u f\.-tcti1l1disl. Ro;nJyn Smith ~,r Plllin~!o!, Guorg;u, Su th~ u~'ion or 
thl) 1996 G':llc.::,1 O.mtcrcncc rC(llI~~ling' :l dclcgali~)n h';!ltlk-d by Bishop WoodicWhito to call on rr~sidcnt 
C,linlull has Illany his10ric pn;lccJ",nls. 

In n lew mll1U~ntR we ..ro cycwifllc~SCS 10 It current page ,I,)f ~h:lhodi!it (&V/hitc House) history ns' we 

w..:I~\Jm..: thl,; 1110:-;1 Ihrlhrighl Mo:lh\lf.lil-:I wilnC!ss ill 95 ye:m). The naliollltl publicily Lmnlghl 10 Unil~d 
Nh.:ll11idiMn hy thl! ClllT~l1t rind Lady i~ without hif:loricnl precedent. 

.... ,,0,. . '.' ' .• 
,:' A~ we havercvil;}wed Am~rican l'\'I~lhodism in the White HOltS0 of Ih\! JI.)lh c~ntury 1 w\)ulc.t do:,;\: by 

n:minding dd\.!gale!> :mcJ visiturs uJ'u stnlenlcllt by Murfin M,lrty, our cVlllcmpur;try histurinn at the Univcl'

sityorChicngo. "Mt:thtldi~m w:u:.th~ho~e5t Inv4 flowing in'Arnericn in Ihe 191h century. Deware int heats 

. up again in th~ 21 Nt!" L\)fI.I, dv it ugain! • 

, . 	 . . ' . 8CU:HJ 

.. '[Dr, WillialB K. Quick is compkting I~i~ 2211U Yl:ur nsSt'l1it!r Pastur of~ft!lrup~llit:lll tTrvfC, 8GG Wvodwurcl 


= J\venll~,. Dctroit. 1\11 4X202. }'hc church :i~ n llluHi,,:cuttllml,nllllt1raci!1l. tr:lI1~-ccon\ll11k congregation. with. 


1U~~ubo:'l:s li'om 47uatil.'n~, Ill: is dmir or ~hl:! P1'l.)g,..~m Conlllliu~.,; ol'lhl.: 1996 O~lll!ral Ci..Hlltlr.;mi~ and VlC~


.~ 	Clmii' or the Conullissiqn lmth~ (j~ll,!r,,1 ( ..\ll1fercllcc. lie is .. I:-04.l n member or the l\gcnd:.t ~nd C.tlcndar 


C01ll111iltee. This is Il.i~ It;;InfhOen..::ral ClU:d~n:nCCt inclm.ling his sixfh U!:I tt d~ll;)gu1t:.I 
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