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Hillary Rodham Clinton

Address to General Confercnce
' April 24, 1996

(applause) ‘
JOHN THOMAS (South Tndiana): You may be scated. Well friends. A high moment has now

arrived. In the commission considering who would have the privilege of making the introduction,

several persons were suggested and several pefson requested that privilege. (aughter) 1 think it’s
been the wisc decision of the commiission to pick her bishop to'make that introduction. So from the -

. State of Arkansas, the Arkansas arca, Bishop Richard Wilke for the purposc of making the

introduction. (applause) x ‘

BISHOP RICHARD B. WILKE: lhx, joy of this introduction is to prescnt a warm and g,r'u;xous ,
friend. And.T must t.ay, Mrs. Chnton you have warm and gracious fricnds here to reccive you,

(upplmm )

The honor is to present to you the first lady of the United Statcs of America, and in many respects,

“the first lady of the world. (appfuuse) Twelve years ago, when Julic and I moved to Little Rock,

Ark., Julie had joined the First Unjted Methodist Church of Littlc Rock, and I entered my offices -
in that very same building. We qun;kly discovered that Hillary Clinton was a vibrant and vital part
of the life of that congrcgation, serving as a Sunday school teacher, a worker with youth, a faithful
worshiper in the church. We were privileged to worship with Mrs. Clinton and Chelsca. In fact we
were present the morning that Chelsea was confirmed in the church there and both Governor Clinton
and Mrs. Clinton were present. One of the fun evenings was an cvening that Mrs, Clinton invited
an adult Sunday school class for alpicnic on the back lawn of the governor’s mansxon Now, that’s
the way to have a ‘%unday sdmol pmmd

So it was no surprise to me to scc in the newspaper a few Sundays after the inauguration the Clintons
faithfully trudging through thie snow, making their way to the Foundry United Methodist Church
in Washington, D.C. We had n¢ attorney, no chancellor of the United Methodist Church, in

Arkansas, but we hadn’t nceded one up until that time. So one day [ invited top professional United

Methodists, top business lcaders of our church; to lunch. I told them we needed a highly dedicated
lay person who loved the Lord, knew and loved the United Methodist Church, and we needed an
attorncy with such sterling staturc that any attorney or legal representative in the state of Arkansas
would have instant respect. They ate the free lunch. Then they said with onc voice, you arc looking
for llillary Rodham Clinton, the finest attorney that you can find. And I was thrilled to have her
scrve as my church attorney, the Lhdncellor until the president was elected, '

Her great concerns are life-long. IIcr concern for children reaches back to immunization of children
in Arkansas, to presidencey of the Children’s Defense Fund. Each year she and the governor honored
volunteers of Camp Alders Gate, our United Methodist work with children having illnesses or
handicapping conditions. I was not surprised when she spoke so foreefully in China, pleading for
children, women, human rights. Mrs Clinton also is in the practice of bringing people togcther,
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people of all races and of all social structures. Thosc of us who know her have seen her move easily
and work carefully with people of all backgrounds. Her recent book, It Takes a Village, continues
her plea for the children of the world. Mrs. Clinton, 1 wore a Save the Children’s tie in your honor
today. Shc is in the forefront for edu(,almn for children, always. She is in the forefront of health and
safcty for children, always. She is m the forcfront for the spititual formation and nurturc ol children,

-always. So, it is my great honor and privilege to introduce a brilliant attorney, an advocate of

concerns dear to The United Methodist Church, a loving mother and spouse, a gracious and warm
person who walks as easily among the great of the world as she does in a children’s ward in the

hospital or in a kindergartcn room in the school; to present to you my friend, IIllIary Rodham
Clinton. (applause) : ,

MRS. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON: Thank you, Thank you very much. Thank you so much,

Bishop Wilke, for that kind mtroduchon We're going to miss the bishop and Mrs. Wilke in-

Arkansas, but T am particularly pleased to have just learned as 1 was walking in that thc:y will both
be working on the Disciple Bible Smdy in their contmumg cfforts.

I have to confess to you that T ha've not been this nervous, with 150 bishcps someone told me,
behind me, since T read my confifmation cssay on what Jesus means to me in my home church.
(laughter and applause) And I got through that al 1 right. T hope T am able to convey to you my great
sense of honor and pleasure at being here.

This quadrennial General Conference is important 10 all of us who are Methodists. And Mcthodism
has been important to me for as 10ng as I can remcmber. My father came from a long linc of
Mcthodists who had immigrated’ from England and Wales. And they took their church very
seriously. And when my brothers and I were born, despite the fact we were then living in € hicago,
my parents took us back to the Lourt Street Methodist Church in Seranton, Pa., to be christened in
front of my grandfather and othx,r relatives. We recently took back my nephew to po through the
same expericnce at that church. ‘; v

My parcnts bdonged 10 a very largt. and active wng,regatxon in Park Ridge, 1., the Flrst Unm,d
Methodist Church, It was the centcr not only for Sunday morning worship, but Sunday cvening
youth groups and ofi¢n during the week for other activities. My mother taught Sunday school and
my brothers and I were there as oﬂm as the church doors opencd, sometimes, atthough my mother
later confessed that one of the reasons she laught Sunday school was to keep an cye on my brothers,
so that they actually showed up and stayed after they were dropped off.

The Church was a critical part of’ my growing up, and in preparing for this event, T almost coutdn’t
even list all the ways- it influenced me, and helped me devclop as a person, not only on my own
faith journey, but with a sense of obligations 1o others.

It taught me practical lessons as,well: for example, how to recover from the embarrassment of
passing out in an over-heated san(‘tuary when [ was playm;, an angel dmmg the Christmas pageant.
That particular lesson has stood rm in g,ood stcad on many occasions in my adult Jife.

as
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But most importantly, I learned from the ministers there, and the lay leaders there, the men and
women such as yoursclves who ran t%n, church life, about the conncction between my personal faith
and the obligations I faced as a Chnslmn both (o other individuals and (o society.

T-am particularly indebted to the many peoplc who taught Sunday School and Vacation Bible Schoot. .
I can remember the lessons there, sometimes more vividly than what I have read or seen just last
week. How many times did T sing the song, “Jesus Loves the Little Children of the World, red and
yellow, black and white, they are precious in Ilis sight.” Those words have stayed with me more
personally and longcer than many carncst lecturces on race relations.. And to this day, I find mysclf
wondering how anyone who ever sang them could be prejudiced against any group. (upplause)

When I graduated into Methodist Youth Fellowship, I was fortunate to have a youth minister who
arranged for us living in our very comfortable, middle-class, all-white suburb of Chicago,
opportunities {o go into the inner city, to have exchanges with church groups of black and Hispanic
youngsters, to baby- sit for the children of migrant workers who, for those of you who did not grow
up around Chicago in the 1950's and can only imaginc flying into O Hare where everything looks
developed, might find-it hard 1 believe how many farm workers we would have, and our church .
took some responsibility for helpmg We visited the residents of nursing homes; we would go to
public events that- would feature speeches by people we’d barely heard of like Dr, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Wc discussed what our faith ‘meant in the world, and T am so grateful for those lessons and
thosc opportunities.

" 1am cqually grateful that my daughter has had the same, both at her church in Little Rock, and now

at her church in Washington, Iler'Sunday School teachers there have helped her and her peers
explorc and express ideas and fears. One time just this past year, Bill and [ went to a meeting of the
teenage Sunday School group where the teenagers talked about what bugged them about their
relationships with their parents. And it helped to havé another child say what your own child didn’t
want to say to you directly. It was one of the many experiences that we have had because of the
loving and faithful adults who care for young people in the Methodist Church. And T hope
(applause) that one of the lessons we all take from our own experience, and one of the messages.
that come forth from this conference is that despite all the headlines and the problems that we facc
in helping our children and young, people, we have 50 many young people. (applause) And just a
few days ago, I received a letter from a young man who is a delcgate here from Arkansas. You arc
going to think that between the BlShOp and mc we are promoting Arkansas! He wrote 1o me about
all the good things that were hqppcnmg in his church and conference, and he said to me, “Our Church

“and our world must know that yonth are not just involved in gangs, drug& and violence; they are

also involved in youth programs, missions, and the life of our Church.” And I hope that each of us,
and certainly from my b%kgrmmd with (he debt T owe to s0 many who helped me, understand that
in today’s world, churches are among the few places-in society where young pcople can let down
their guard, lct off stcam, and be part of a fcllowship that offers them the opportunity for religious
and spiritual cxpression and acts of humanity. And if we look at the positive side of what we can
offer to young people, then we know that at the conter of that experience is our faith and our mission -
as Mcthodists and as Christians.

[
i

That faith has certainly meant a great deal to me over the years, but I know that today, here at this
conference and throughout the world, we arc faced with many new challenges and opportunitics
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that test and try us; that ask us how we will put into action what we believe. We know we need to
strengthen the spiritual and moral context of our lives, and we know that we need a new sensc of
caring about onc another in which every segment of society, every institution, fulfills its .
responsibility to the larger community, and particularly to familics and children.

Here, in the United States, and certainly in the other counmes represented here, we scc too many
children and people who remain on the margins of society. We see children who arc unloved, unfed,
unhealthy, and unschooled. We see women and people of color who arc margmah/ed because they
are denied the opportunities they descrv:. to become full participants in society, Those arc the
continuing challenges, and yet, we now know much more about what we can do together to mect
those challenges. Despite the problems of poverty and illiteracy and violence, there are solutions
being born, being born in churches and comumunities throughout the world.

The bishop mentioned a book that i have written, It Takes A Village, which really does, for me,
express my fundamental belief that we all have an obligation to reach oul to assist each other, and
that we all should be wﬂlmg to-work toward solutions to our problems. It is easy to complain about
the problems we face. Tt ts harder bpt far more rewarding to roll up our sleeves and work together
to solve them. (applause) 1 was heartencd, therefore, when 1 read a text of this year’s episcopal
address, to see that the Council of Bishops has renewed its call to make the welfare of children a
top priority. And I commend the Council for adopting the Episcopal Initiative on Children and
Poverty which will amplify the discussion of this very important issue worldwide. Children need
us. They are not rugged individualists. They depend, first and foremost, on their parents who barc
the primary responsibility for their upbringing. And, yet, as a mother, T know that my daughter’s
life has been influenced and affected by countless other people, some of whom [ know; many, many
others 1 will never meet. Think of it: the police who patrol our streets to keep our children safe; the
government officials who monitor the quality of air and water and food; the business leaders who
employ parents and make dec1smns about what kind of income and benefits they will receive; the
executives who produce the pr ograms that our children see on television. As adults we have to start
thinking and believing that there isn’t really any such thing as someone else’s child. (applause) My
child, your child, all children everywhere must live and make their ways in socicty, and now, in
the increasingly shrinking, world we live in, m the lmger globe as well.

For that reason, we cannot permit dxscusszons of chndrcn and familics to b(, subverted by polmcal
or idcological debate. There arc strong feclings about what should or should not be done, but there
also, I believe, strong areas of agreement where people should get beyond their dxam,xeements to
work together. There should be no disagreement about the fact that the family structure is in trouble
not only here, but in many parts of the world. There should be no debate that children nced the -
nurturing and carc that a stable family can provide. And there should be no debate about a common
sense truth-—that children are the result of both—the, values of their parents and the values of the
societies in which they live.

And so, if we look honestly at the problems we have as the Episcopal Initiative is doing, then we
should be asking oursclves; “Whal areas of common agreement do we have that can lead us as
individuals, as a church, as community and socicty w0 work together on behalf of our children?” We
know the biblical admonitions about caring for each other. We know so well what Jesus said to his
disciples in Mark, holding a smaﬂ? child in his arms that whoever welcomes one such child in my

|



AFPR-24-96 B86:19 PM  UMCOM NASHVILLE ' 1 615 742 S469 © P.B9

name, welcomes me, and whocvcr wclcomcs me, welcomes not me, but the one who sends me, If
we could only keep that in mind, and see in every child’s face that faithful, hopefulness. Take the
image we have of Jesus——I can remember 50 clearly walking up the stairs so many times to my

- Sunday School class, and seeing that picture that is in so many Methodist Churches of Jesus as the

Shepherd. Taking that face and tranwosmg it onto the face of cvery child we see. Then we would
ask oursetves, “Would [ turn that chi[ld away [rom the health care that child needs? Would 1 say that
there is no help for that child because look who he is or look who her parents are?” No, we would

. take a deep breathin the face of dxsappomtmmt in our efforts to help and we would continue to try.

Forme, the Social Principles of the Methodlst Churchhave been as much a description of our history,
as a prod for my future actions. We cdn find direction, if we look to the church’s call to strengthen
familics and renew our schools and| encourage policies that enable each child to have a ¢hance 10

- fulfill his or her God-given potuntnl Now, it is not casy to do that. I don’t think it ever has been. I

belicve if onc looks back, not only into the Bible, but certainly since then, and reads the storics of
John and Charles Wesley and looks to other chureh leaders in the last ¢century, we know that acting

onour faith is.never easy. And'it is ofien a test of our own resolve as much as anything clse. I think

of the stories that T heard evenas a chﬂd of John Wesley preaching to people who did not want to
hear him. There was that one memomble story of wherethey were throwing whiskey bottles at him.
And 1 think to myself, how many of us, myself included, would even go into places now where we
were likely to be the object of thmwn whiskey bottles? Not many of us. And in part what we have
to confront is our own willingness to take the blessings we have and take them into a world that is
complex, often turns away, and may even be hostile.

But just look at the tradition we conc from. We continue in this church to answer John Wesley’s

call to provide for the educational health and spiritual needs of children. We can be proud that our
church has been a leader in the fight to improve the quality of education, promote parental
responsibility, curb smoking among young people, expand comprehensive health care, strengthen
mamagus and help people of all kmds of backgrounds. I’'m heartened by the work I scc bmng donc .
in the communities of Shalom Imtmuve where individual churches and churches in union arc

- looking to transform just four ¢ity Blocks in some instance. But taking that responsibility on, being

there one-on-one with people unlike oursclves, often. Letting people hear the message of the gospel -
as well as the example of our works., We’ll do more to change lives than any program that could

_passcd by any lchshuvc body. (applarz.se)

Asl Iook at this great gathering, l sec reflected hcre John chlcy s words that the world is my
parish, and if that be the case, then T am optimistic, Despne the headlines of the moment, and all of

* the difficultics we know lurk outside in this city we are in today, and every other one, I am optimistic

because | sce spiritual growth and action based on that. Beginning to manifest itself in so many
different ways. In my book, 1 wrote a little chapter called “Children Are Bomn Believers™ because 1
feel so strongly that we owe our clul drcn a chance for them to have a spiritual life. For them to be
part of a church, and it is not only ;somcthmg we do for them. We do it for ourselves, and we know
that in ways we might not even predict consequences can be positive,

~ A recent survey of young people, and drug usc found that children and youth who had regular

religious involvement and autendance in a church or synagogue were far less likely to engage in
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. sclf-destructive bchavxor like drug usc. So we do it because we bchcvc and we do it because we
' - trust that it will luad our young puople to a better lile for themselves. |
Just this past month, 1 attcndcd the funcral of a young man who epitomized the Methodlst spirit of
compassion and charity. He was the zgrandson the son and the nephew of Methodist ministers. His
- name was Adam Darling. He auended Foundry Church in Washington as my husband and daughter
and [ do. And he had accompanied Commercc Sccretary Ron Brown on his trip to Bosnia, and was
among the men and women who dlCd on the side of that mountain in Croatia, He was only 29 ycars
old. But in the four years the pressdem and I had known him, we had seen a young man that not
only blossomed professionally, but|was committed to rebuilding citics, rebuilding communities,
living in one of the toughest nm;,hborhoods in Washington, getting to know his neighbors,
babysitting for their children when lho had tim, hitting a ball with them in the street. Because he
understood from the way he was raised, that fame and success were fleeting, but a commitment to
- the spirit, involvement in the work ofhis church would give him satisfuction and build a legacy that
others; themselves, could take adv ax'"xtage of. I raize his name because when one contrasts what his
short; young: life meant, and.what' he was attempting to rebuild, it gives me a great deal ol cnergy.
and optimlsm about what all'young tpcople can:do if thcy are. glvcn the chance. -
i .
I kncw that we have-disagrecmentsin socicty. We even haVc dlsagrccnu,ms in the church. I think
one of the rcasons that I'm:.a Mcthodist is because [ think disagrecments arc part of lifc, I think
(applause) it’s part of how we glrow together. And 1 think all of us know that -despite our
disagreements as the Book of Discipline puts it, we arc cngaged-in a task to articulate our vision in’
‘ a way that will draw us topcther as la pcoplc in mission: 1n the name of Jesus Christ, we arc called
. to work within our diversity, while cxcrcising paticnee and forbearance with on¢ another..Such
patience stems neither from mdtﬂu{mc; toward truth, nor from an indulgent tolerance of etror. But
from an awarcness that we know only in part and that none of us is able to search the txlysu,rlcs of
God, except by the spirit of God. ihat call to humility and forbearance and patience is not only
important for the work of the churuh within the church, but it’s critical to our work outside. It calls
us to try time and again to reach m«'a the lives of those who are Ieft out. And it al%o prods usto look
for ways we can work together to help our children. |
1f we werc able, cven within our c)wn church, in cvery congregation represented here, to help every
mother and father be the best parent that parent could be, we would have done a wonderful piece
of work, (applause) 1 we are able to persuade every parent that it’s important to talk to a baby, to
be affirmative toward a child, to wrap that child in the love, attention and disciplinc cvery child
needs. Then by the time those clu!ldren reached our schools, we would be ablc W persuade our
teachers to look at every child andlsee’ hope, and sce possibility. And we could renew and reform
our schools so that they involved even welcomed parents throngh open their doors to the community,
and were determined to leave 1o c}u d behind. '

We would also ask those in the busmess comnmmty to thmk about the decisions they make i in terms,
not only of their primary responsxblhty to their bottom line, but also to the communities that they
serve and work in. To ask how thcy, too, could be (upplause) part of strmg,thenmg families,

, (applausc ) ‘ ;
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Even simple things like things, like giving,timc off to parents to go to parent-teacher ‘cénférenccé
in schools would send a wonderful signal about what is important. (applause)

And if we were able to persuade evéryone who has any control of what appears on our televisions

and what we hcar on our radios, to think about their own children, would they want their own
children to see and hear what comes into our homes on a daily basis? Or would they rather not?
» (app(ause ) And therefore change what they produce. (applause)

And we would ask all of us who are members of churches and synagogucs and mosques, wc would
ask all of us, to set an example of love and respect. We would ask all of us, whatever form it appears
in our holy writings, to follow what we call “thc Golden Rule.” We would ask all of us to act on
the outsidc of church the way we try to act inside, and 10 throw open the doors (applause), w0 throw
open the doors of our churches, and welcome in those who John Wesley sought out. And: open those

doors after school, on weekends, e.specmlly in some of our tougher ncighborhoods, so that children
i

have places that are safe to go.

There is so much we can: do'in m¢eting these challenges; and so many opportunities for-us, as |

Methodists, to grasp and be part of fulfilling..

I am grateful for my Methodist upbringing: T am grateful for this church. I.watch with great intcrest
and appreciation those of you who struggle to make the decisions that will govern us for the next
four years. And T appreciate that you are grasping with the hard issues; being willing to debatc and
discuss what necds to be done. And:I would hope that many of us, not only members of this church,
but all people of faith, would say we have so much in coromon that we can do, and summon our

~energy on behalf, first and fcm.m()bt of our children. If we were to do that, I know we would see

changes before our very eyes. And that the church you serve and that has served us, would continue
to grow because it was serving the worid hvm;, out the gospel, and being a servant for those who
need to hear that Message. ‘

With that in mind, 1 thank you for keepul;_., r alive the Methodist traditions and tuachmgq for helpmg
to awaken and strengthen the spirit and faith of men, women, and children; and for helping all of

.us to have courage in the face of|change, to be willing to struggle forward doing what we can

- 11

individually, and to make commen cause with others who belicve that we are called, both for .

personal salvation, but also for thc work we must do in-this world. Thank you very, very much.

(applause)

BISHOP IVES: Mrs. Clinton, Mrs Clinton, on behalf of all of us today, we thank you for walking
among us, but more importantly, we thank you for your witness in thc world into which you go. Go
in peace, and may God bless you.

(applause)

JOIIN TTIOMAS: You may be scated. And now, on behalf of the commission, we have asked a
commision member, Mollic Swewart of the North Alabama Conference, w0 make a prescntation.on
our behulf to our distinguished visitor and speaker. Mollic Stcwa,n

{
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'MOLLIE STEWART (North Alabama): Mrs. Clinton, you have graced us with your presence,

inspired us with your reflections on the United Methodist Church, and lified our spirits with your
vitality. This has been a historical moment in the life of our denomination. For thosc of us in the
room, it has been an afternoon we will not soon forget. (applause) We trust that for you, too, it has
been a memorable day. In thanks and apprcciation, we, the Commission on the General Conference,
want to present you with these two 1tems First, a copy of the limited edition hymnal of this General
Conlerence. (applause) We also want to present to you this woodcn trinket box which bears the
logo of the C:cneral Conference. (applause)

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you, MoI‘Iiga. That’s so very hice of you,
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o AMERICAN Mn:momw & THE Wm'rr Housrk

by Dr. William K Quick
Sendor l’astor Metropollt.m United Methodist Church, Detroit, Michigan

Our denomination has been élcséri\;fv;d as America’s ™ . ., most chaeacteristic chureh.” 1t is short on
Thevlogy, long on good works, britliantly orgami'f.éd primarily middle-class, frequently bigoted. incurably
oplimistic. zcalously missionary and !nubhuu:ly conlident of the essential goodness o the person next door,
It exhibits all (he chicl” American faulis dnd virtues and has done so for 170 years.™ [Lite Magazine, 1947 ]

Since 1789 when George Wnshmgtup was inaugurated as our first President forty-one men have held our
mation"s highest clected oflice. E Each one ol them has had either membership in or attended church.

The deiominational breahdoswn mdlules eleven Episcopaliang, xvix Presbyterians, tive Methodists, four
Uniarians, four Baptists, three Disciple of Chist (Christian), two Duteh Reformed, two Quakers, one Con-
gregational and one Roman Catholhe,

Two Presidents—not church nmu1h«::rx~—am.mh.d Thomas Jeflerson, who congiderad himsel!” Deist, at-
tended the Unitartan and Episcopal chuirches,on occasion, and Abruham Lincoln attended the Presbyterian
church. ' ; ‘

Lincoln highly respected the M»!hodxsta and on May 18, 1864 smid. “It s no fault in Olfk.r\ that the
Methodist Church seads more soldiers o the licld, more nurses to the hospitals and more prayers o heaven
than any. God bless the Methodist Clmmh . Blessed be all the churches and blussed be God who in this our
great tr ial giveth us the churches.” lhslor) rccurd\ that his dear fiiend, Methodist Bishop Matthew Simpsor,
was chosen to deliver his final funcral oration, : : ;_

The Methodist Episcopal Church “i;us organized at the Christmas Conference at Lovely Lane in Balti-
more in 1784, Tn 1789, uf the request of the General Conterence Bishop Francis Asbury and Bishop Thomas
Coke called on the newly clected President, (icorge Washington, and oftered the prayers and support of the
Meothadists. This was the beginning of :a fong conmection of the Methodist Church and the White Llouse.

I has been saad that one cannot reud the history of the Unifed States in the mineteenth cenfury upaﬁ lrom
the history of Alethodism. Be that as it m.l} the lacts are the live Methodist Pu,\ld»mx were all elected i the
nineteenth century and were bom in sfates whers Melhodmm remains :\*:ﬁhong late 20th century wimess:
‘They are James Knox Polk and Andraw | uhmon of North Carolina; Ulysses 8. Grant, Rutherford 13. | layes

and William MeKinley of Oho.

© Three Presidunts were educated m Umtml Muthudist related colleges: J.xmm Buchauan at Du,kmwn.
W liam MeKinley at Allegheny Lnilcgu and Richard Nixon at the Duke University Law School,

Let's take a brief glimpse at the five Methodist Presidents.

JAMES KNOX POLK's parents iuok him as an intant 1o be baplized I’n:c'ebylcri:m but the pastor refused.-
1o perform !!k, service unless both pa:uﬂ\ professed their faith in .M,m d: ine w: th Preshyterian custom. For
hm muother there was no problem huf |u'~= father reflised. An nrgums,nyJ\h Pnlk and the clergyman folowed
and the former statked ot with his wife and wnbaptized child. In 1833 he attended areligious camp meeting
and was pm(oumih’ moved by the preaching of the Rev. Jobn Mcberrin. 1le became a Methodist privately
altinming his devotion to that faith. Te married Sarah Childress, well-educaied af the exclusive Moravian

‘ Female Academy at Salem, N.C, A sirict Moravian, she and the President refised to attend the theater or
~ horse races. Mrs. Polk banned dancinig, card-playing and aleoholic drinks i1 the White Tlouse and cven
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refirsed to permit visitors in the White House 2 on Sunday, On hig death bed Pollk summoned Bishop McFerrin ©
who bupliged him a Mellmdm belore hs.. dicd.

ANDREW JOIINSON attended Mcltde services wnh his wife, Eliza McCardle, who al 16 maricd
ata younger age than any other First I,ndy. He occasionally.attended Catholic services and defunded Catholi-
cism from its critics and championed n.homus frecdom. e never attended a single day of school. b'm,ly
tought hunself to read. His hetter edumted wife patiently futored him, feaching him to write and o figure
Math and greatly improved his reading und spelling, While hx.. Iubu;ml in the tailor shop, she ofien read aloud
to him. Jolmson never forma ly joined u church,

RUTHERFORD B. BAYES neithicr smoked nor drank and married Lucy. War» Webh of Cincinnati. a
devout Methodist, She was the lirst First Lady to graduate from College. They aitended chureh regularly.
Lucy layes vigorously opposed slavery and convinced her fushand to abandon the Whig Party for the
antislavery Republican Purly. As First E:;:ndy she brought her zeal for temperance to the Whits House and was
called Lemonacle Lucy. She bunmed all { aleoholic beverages except on one oeeasion the reeeption tor the
Grand Duke of Russia in 1877 at wlm.h wine was served. Women's Christian !\..mpc.r.mu, Union hailed her
polu,y and in gratitide commissioned a full- fength pmnmt of her which now hangs in the White Tlouse,

A t\pqcal day in the White House bégan with priyers. In the w\.mng the tamily often gathered for music
and’ hmm singing. As fresudent, 1k \)ulumudum! ihe practice-ol group lmnn sings i the White House on
Suday m;;,hh They set a goud u\mn];l‘, for every American funily and quickly gained respect for their

hospitality, simplicity and modesty. They introduced the custom of Easter egg rolling by children on the

White House lawn,

Hayes wrote “ iy to be a Christidn. | want w0 be a Christian and help der Christian work.” He gave
freely, both of money and time. He ccmh;‘ibmcd 25% 0l the construction costs of a new Methodist Chiareh and
bore another 25%0 ol its reconstruction osts aller il burned down, | ‘

ULYSSES 5. GRANT, as a j’omh,i rarely went to church and had never been baptized. All this changed
when he fell in Tove with Julia Boggs f}ént of §t. Louis and began attending Methodist worship services with
her. During his final struggle wath ¢ \m.er the Rev. John I’lulhp Newman of Metropolitan Methodist Church
mn Washington called o Griont mgulurlv urging him lu confirm his faith i God and the Chareh. Aller one
sueh visit, Rev. Newman announced to the press that he hud baptized the former President at his request,
Fanuly members later disputed this, lf&7§§'c\'cr. saying Grant had tolerated Newman's visits and hedside
pravers only because they comforted Mrs. Grant and he did nol want to be rude 1o Ihe minester whom hie

greatly admired. Grant had Tittle use for organized religion but many times expressed his belicl in God, the
| ' ‘ '
i

Bible and an afertite ,
e s in a speech at DesMoines, Towa, “Leave the mutter of religion te: the Jamily altar, the chueh,

Cund the ;vn-uw school, suppaﬂaz! entirgly ﬁ) private contributions, Au,p the Church und the State forever

Yo fL ]

He wrote, “Hald jml 101 the Bible ax the unchor of your liberties; serite its precepts in yeur hearts and”
practice them in yenr lives, To the mﬂuem., of this bock we are indebted for all the progress made in true
civilizution, and to this we must look u;: onr. gmde m i/w Jitture, le;r.,mmmv U\f}ufh,u' o mation but sin is

w reproach to any }}Unpfe T
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™~ WILLIAM MLI\JNLEY wus bruughl up ina dcvmd Mufhudn-.t humb At ten’ yeurs ol uge he pubhdyf
proﬁ.sm his faith at a revival mcctmg in Poland, Ohio, and joined the Church at age 16. He was throughout

v his ﬂe a devout active Methodist and .n reguh\r \.Immhgmr In Canton, Ohm he belonged to the First Meth- "
3 od:sl Cliurch where he was Supcrmiuld\.m of thx, Sunday School. In Was!\mg,ton he attended the M.!mpoh- -
“tan Methodist Church. Ar his m.mguml he kissed the Bible, ‘opened 1o, 2Chronicles 1:10; “Give me now
wisdom and knew Iuclgc.. that I may go aul und comy in bt,_/(}?‘p this people: for who can jucge this thy people, '
'tlml is s0 great?” As President he oﬂul invited guests to sing hymns with him in the Blus Room on Sunday:‘ ’

cveiungs, Amoug his favoriles were: Neurer My Cod To Thee, and Lewd Kindly, Light. Tn 1899 hé summa-
rized hix credo in x personal mono; "Ar{y belief embraces the D vintly of Christ and a recognition of Chris-
lanity s the mightiest factor in the world's eivilization, ” Maintaining his faith to the end, he was overheard
sofly reciting the Lord’s Prayer as he was being premred for surgery after being shot. '
Theodore Ruosevelt, whe on Sx..ptz:mbur 14, 1901 suceeeded the essassinated Willisn NICRm]uy, re-

* marked fo the Methodist Ct haplain of thc US Senate; “Your Church is the Church of Americu.”

~ President Calvin Coolidge spoke af the unweiling of the only cquestrian statue in Washington, D,C.
which docs not honor a military hero.iOn the occasion of the unweiling of the statuc of Bishop Francis

Asbury, Fatlier of’ American Mcthodlsm and ‘Prophet of the Long Road’, President Coolidge said Asbury

“wus entitled (o runk us one of the bmiderx of our nation. He printed the mup of our country with the
hoofheats of lus horses.” He ob.wrvcd, “We build monuments to men who do not need them.” .
Some of us were present in Baltimore, Maryland in 1966 when Prosident Lyndon Baines Johnson spoke
al (he Bi-Centemnial of Melliodist l‘u..gm{nmgs in Americu, “ A
‘The many finks of historic Methodism 1o the White House includes the actions of delegates from the
1980 General Conference in Illdmlmpullb 1o send u delegation, headed by Bishop Willinm R. Cunnon, to the
White 1ouse for a meeting with ]’rxmdmt Jimmy Carter regnrdmg the Amc:ncam held hostage by the [rani-
ans, We nole that President Cartuer mumc.d u Mulhmhal Rosalyn Smith of Pluines, Guorgia. So the action of
the 1996 General Conterence requesting ddggahon headed by Bishop Woodic Whitc to call on President
Clinton has many historie precedents, ' : :
In a few momeoents we are cymvmmww 10 a current pagc of Mcllmdm (&White Iousc) history as we -
weleome the most forthright Methodist wilness in 95 years. The nalional publicity bmught to United

: Ms.umdmn by the current Fiest Lady is without historical precedent.

At we have reviewed American Methodism in the White House of the 191h century | would close by
reminding delegates and visitors ol'a st m.m:,u! by Martin M‘xr!), our confempurary historian at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, “Methodism was the hoﬂeqt lavs flowing in Amenca in the 191 century. Beware if it heats

- up again in the 21st!" Lord, do it again! |

- Boeoo
T2, William K. Quick is wsup]»tutg h:\ 22nd year as S:smor Pastor of’ h.h.tmpuln.m UMC, 83 Woodward -

: I\Wnu«, Deteoil, MI 48202, Fhe church is a multi-cultural, multiracial, trans-cconomic congregation, witlr . -

members front 47 nations. 1e is clhiair of the Program Committes of the 1996 General Conference and Vice-
Chair of the Commission on the General Conforence. e is also a member of the Agenda and Calendar
Committee. This is his fenth General Conference, including his sixth 18 a delegate. ]
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