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Thank you all very m~ch .. One o~ the great plea~ures and 

great adventures of being;part of a team that includes the Gores, 

is that there is still sp6ntaneity left and lots of enthusiasm 


• I •

and fun which 1S more thaD an ant1dote to some of the days that 
we endure and deal with on a more regular basis. 

But I am so pleased' ~hat Tipper, as your honorary chair, has 

been able to impart to ea4h of you in her contacts with you -

the meetings particularly:with those of you who are co-chairs and 

in the leadership of the WLF -- the commitment and the conviction 

that we share about what we are doing and why you're being a part 

ot" what we are doing is so important. 


I thought a lot about what I could talk about today because 
you've had two terrific dciys of meetings and seminars, and I know 
you are going to end with ian excellent panel this afternoon when 
we finish here. You heard the Vice-President and the President 
·.~ast night at the white Hquse, and you are just probably filled 
to the brim with information and programs and comparisons and 
statistics and all of the reasons why it is so crucial that you 
are part of this leadership effort' -- not to re-elect the \ 
President and th~ Vice Pr~sident, but to carry forth in a broader 
way the values that we share in common. . 

So rather than plowing old ground that others have already 
done and done so well in the last. two days -- I wanted to talk 
for just a few minutes abqut some of those values.and sqme of 
those reasons why I think.you are here and why I am grateful you 
are here and why we have to redouble our efforts in the next 
year. 

I have often thought ,over the past several years that we are' 
in America at a watershed ;stage in history -- not just with 
respect to politics and pr,esidential elections or congressional 
changes, but across the bdard. There is so much that is going on 
that is challenging every institution of which we are a part, 
that is. forcing ch~ngesi~ our relationships, how we see the 
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• world, what we think of ourselves, how. we even envision the 
future. 

There is a convergenee of a lot of historic forces and it 
may be that that is predi¢table. We are at a point of change, 
and certainly with the Information Age and the break up of the 
soviet Union and a lot of ,other events that have occurred, that's 
understandable. It also ~ay be that we're about to end a century 
and,as I look back in history, there seems to be some 
convergence between rathe~ significant transitional events and 
the end of centuries. And here we are, not only ending a 
century, but also ending ~ millennium. 

So for whatever combination of political, social, 
educational, economic -- ~ll the other explanations -- we know 
that we are at the great point of change and challenge. 

, 
Now when that happen$ in· our own lives, we kind of get a 

funny feeling about it -- !whether it's a big decision, something 
having to do with our per$onallives, or a business, or an 
investment, or a choice we have to make. And we .know how much 
effort it takes to muster the courage to change directions. And 
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that. is what many of us, on a broad scale, are feeling today. 

We know that·there is so much good happening, so many 
changes that are improving people-' s lives, 'opening up doors 
possibilities that could never have been dreamed up before. But 

, ,I , 

we also know what lnsecurltles are bred because of all those 
changes. . . 

And. in thinking back about American history, it seems to me 
there are many parallels b1etween our ending this century and 
beginning a new one andth~ ending of the last century and the 
beginning of this one. Th~re are parallels in the changes that 
are occurring economically: as the last gasps of the agricultural 
economy seemed to disappear and as people had to make adjustments 
to what was known as the Ipdustrial Age and flooded into cities, 
seeking new kinds of work, trying new ways of living·. 

We see it also with much of the discussion of immigrants 
immigrants coming to Ameri6a particularly at the end of the last 
century, filling our citie~, living in tenement houses, working 
in sweat shops ~- your par~nts, your grandparents, your great 
grandparents. 

My grandfather who carne as a child and went to work at 
eleven and worked six days; a week, twelve hours a day there 
were no· chi Id labor' laws, ther,e w,ere no protections. He was 
there for fifty years. 

Before then, his peopte had done other kinds of work. But 
when one thinks about what'was going on at the end of last 
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century, you can feel the: ferment as lives were changing, -as new 
possibilities were opening, but also doors closing -- and there 
were many people wondering what the future would hold. 

At the same time politic~lly, there was a conflict between 
those who believed that o\lr only obligations are to ourselves and 
maybe those nearest and related to us, and that all we had to do 
for ourselves was to maximize our economic opportunity. And 
there were no ways that c6uld be devised, so the thinking went, 
that could reign in econo~ic growth without undermining it. 

That's what caused the conflict between Theodore Roosevelt 
and,the monopolists, the, ~obber barons, as he would rant and rave 
about the need to bring s6cial responsibility to economic 
opportunity. " 

When I was in Chile ~ few weeks ago, the rector at the 
University of Chile at Santiago , introduced me by saying there had 
not been an American conne\cted with-the white House who had 
spoken at that University 'since Theodore Roosevelt had spoken at 
the university. 

And then the rector tecited some lines from President 
Roosevelt's then out-of of,fice speech in Chile, in which he 
warned people everywhere a1bout the need' to keep a constant 
tension between private po,wer, property rights, personal 
satisfaction, the public g:ood, public needs, 'and public 
satisfactions. Was he po~itiye,that one must always reign in th~ 
excesses of human nature when they occur in business, when they 
occur in government? Ther'e has to be a tension because otherwise 
too much power will go to :one side or the other. That's why he 
was s~ch a stron~ believe~ in preserving wilderness and 
environmental protection to take away from development some of 
our most beautiful lands so that th~y would be there and 
preserved forever. 

, 
So when I look at what is happening today, I hear echoes 

from these earlier years ,_L speeches by people like Theodore 
Roosevelt. I see images of women, like Jane Adams starting 
Hul~ House in Chicago, walking the streets of t~at city seeing 
children who had nowhere to go while their parents and their 
older siblings like mygra~dfather went to work; finding little 
children tied to the legs 9f kitchen tables because there were no 
such things as day care centers and everyone was doing the best 
they could. ' 

I know that much of t~e positive change that we, have come to 
take for granted, and that~someamong us would turn the clock 
back on, was motivated by '%men like us at the turn of the 
century. Women with education, women of privilege, women who 
through a combination of their own hard work and frankly luck 

, .J 
were able to look out and above the day-to-day concerns and see 
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• what their neighbors, see: what immigrants, see what people they 
didn't even know needed. Women who could talk with the 
industrialists that they were married to, or that they taught, or 
that they mothered, or th?t they neighbored: about how to make 
work have some human dignity as well as sUbsistence wages 
attached to it. 

, 
Women who spoke out in favor of ':child labor laws, women who 

I 	 .

led the way for' laws that;protected our food safety, who were the 
real precursors of both tfue environmental movement with resp~ct 
to preserving land and wifh respect to protecting our own 
environment. Women who were influential in promoting education 
for those children in tho~e tenements. Women who worried about 
child 'welfare. Women who 'never let our new found explosi"ve 
growth at the turn of the 'century cloud our 'obligations to one 
another. 

• 

I think it's time onde agaiTh for women to be those voices of 
progress~ We need a new ~rogressive Era as we end this century. 
We've learned a lot of 'lessons about what works and doesn't work 
in a hundred years, but the basic needs have not changed. People 
still need one another. No matter what information technology , 
does and no matter how we ;explore cyberspace it cannot replace 
the need to change a baby ior teach a child to read or play catch 
with a 

, 
teenager.
,I 

It canndtundermine the fundamental 
relatlonshlp people have qne to the other . 

So as we look at our political landscape today, I see that 
the political debates are ~epeating fundamental issues that I 
thought 	had been decided at hundred years ago. I didn't think we 
would ever have to debate ~hether or not we wanted to inspect our 
meat efficiently. I didn'it think we'd ever debate whether or not 
we'd have a national park 's¥,stem that was open and available to 
every person without regard to their income. I didn':t think we'd 
have to debate whether we'd make college accessible to the 
children of workers and pobr people. I didn't think we'd have to 
debate that we'd keep in thct a system of health care with 
Medicare and'Medicaid that; at least took care of the most 
vulnerable people amongst ps. 

But if one listens to the debate, you can hear Theodore 
. Roosevelt in the bqckgrouna. That's what Republicans used to 
believe. This debate that'we're having on Capitol Hill now is 
not between Republicans an~ Democrats as they came to be 
identified in this. century r .It is between people who think there 
is such a thing as the public good ,and those who believe there is 

• , 	 I

only prlvate good. ' 

And part of what we have to do with our voices and what each 
of you is doing because of:your involvement in this organization, 

•
is to replay the words of V{omen like Jane'Adams, of the early 
suffragettes. Women who b~lieve? that America could live up to 
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its ideals, no't have to :r'~tieat from them in the face of change. 
So I hope that all of you; recognize that your being part of this 
is something much bigger than yourself. ,I honestly believe that 
the forces at work and th~ conflict we are seeing now are on a 
historic level -- that we: stand in the shoes of those womeri 
progressives a hundred ye~rs ago. Women like Eleanor Roosevelt 
who went into the settlements to learn what· it was like to live 
there and work with those children and their mothers. Women who 
are not afraid to look at'all of life, who did not let their· 
privilege blind them to t~e full range of hUman experience. 

And there are too maDY among uS,now, men and women, who have 
been blinded. , They have lost the full vision they were given 

, !. •
and, as a result, they have no V1Slon of what our country should 
be and can be. ' , 

When a Republican congressman goes home to North Carolina, 
as one did last week, and1tells his local newspaper and civic 
clubs that he feels poor and bedraggled making a $133,000 from 
Congress and $50,000 from 'a police pension, which he thinks puts 
him in the ranks of the lqwer middle class in America, I want to 
say, "Well, obviously you ,don't know the people I know •. You

I . 
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don't see the people I see. You don't have any idea that the 
average woman in America over the age of 65 lives on a 'median 
income of less than $9,000 a year" You don't know that 75% of, 
the people on Medicare whdse benefits you're getting ready to cut 
and cost raise .live on le~s than $25~000 a year. You seem to 
forget that ten million mQre aren't poor enough to qualify for 
Medicaid but don't have any insurance. You don't know what it's 
like to have to face choic,es that too many Americans face every 
single day about whether t,hey can pay for food or prescription 
drugs, whether they'll get: the health care they need for their 
parents or ~heir children ~~ and what the Republicans are about 
to do would only make matt'ers worse." 

So part of what I thi:nk each of us has to be ready to do is 
to help our friendsc and neighbors -- people like us, women iike 
us -- broaden their own vi~ion. We ha~e to talk with each other 
about the kind of country ~e want and what each of us owes to 
each other and to that vis~on of a better country. 

And there is no contradiction between being practical and 
dreaming. There's no cont~adiction between taking care of people 
and taking care of one's s~lf. That is a false choice that has 
been posed by those currently in power in the Congress. 

And so much of what we have to do is very simple. It may 
not be glamorous, but like! those women of that earlier era, it 
will work if we do it. Ifiwe talk to the people we know, if we 
confront them with the facts, force them to think beyond this 

• 
year or next into the future, ask them to describe the world and 
country they. want for their , children and grandchildren, reach our 
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• hands out to the people who are being left out in our society, do 
what we can to help lift ~hem up; we will start, not just this 
forum; but a mood that I pelieve like a one hundred year flood, 
will fill our lives and our country with a new sense of hope and' 
possibility_ 

The time is now to confront what we are and want to be. If 
I ' each.one of you -- I .know,so many of you, I know of others of you 

-- is capable of being an; agent for positive change and that's 
why I'm grateful you're here today_ Because you are part of 
something I honestly beli~ve will not onlY' win an election but 
will, in this period of change and challenge, help all of us find 
our way_ So that when we:do turn into that new century, we do so 
with confidence and we do'so with a feeling that we're fulfilling 
our deepest beliefs about,the kind of world and people we want to 
be and that we're willing'to commit ourselves to help make. 
Thank you all and Godsp.eed. . 
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