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REMARKS BY FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
AT THE ZAPPEI;ON CO~FERENCE CENTER,

i ATHENS" GREECE ' 

MRS. CLINTON: Thahkiyoui Mr~ Mayor~ ,.President' 
Stephanopoulos, Mrs. Sim!itis, Ambassador Niles, and all of you 
who' are here with us:, It! is an honor to be in ~thens, the 
birthplace of so many va1lues and institutions that inspired my 
own country and continue; to be cherished by' all Ame'ricans today'. 
I greatly look forwardtp meeting with the President and Prime 

'Minister during my stay here, and ;r was hQJ10red to me'et yes,terday 
with the Ecumenical Pci.'tr'iarch. 'I bring greetings. to all of the 
people of Greece from myI husband, who also is. looking forward to, 
meeting with the Presidept and~rime Minister in ,the near future; 

'" Although this is my Ifirst visit, to Greece,I admire Athens 
as'the cradle of, freedom:, a city tpat h~s given the' world its 
greatest gift-- the gifjt, ofdelllocr~cy. I feel especially lucky 

'that I could bring my ,da:ilgh,t,er Chelsea with, me em this trip and 
give her the opportuni,tyfto 'experience the ri'chHellenic" 
traditions that originat~d her'e. ' 

, ' , , 1 

A' few hours ago I yJ.as at the Acr'opolis, 'feelirig somewhat 
overwhelmed -- as I'm,sure most visitors do -- by its 
extraordinary bea~tyand, by the history and culture it ' 
represents. Looking down, the, hill -- at some of the sites where 

·American students andschoiars from more than 100 universities 
help each year t,o uncove;r the richness of Athenian culture,' ~- I 
was imagining what ancieht Athenian life was like:, the people 
streaming into the market to buy 'pears and grapes and honey, the 
cobblers and sculptorsm?iking and selling their ware's, ,the jurors 
assembled for court, 'and; the senators taking their places in the 
legislature,. ' , 

I',

A,nd,.I was '~emembering 'the ~ords ofp~ricles in-his famous 
funeral oratiOn 'of, 43,1 BI.c., when he talked' about the Values of 
de~ocraticsociety. I. " " 

I 

"We" ha,ve ci' form of glovernment,,, he <'said, "that does not;try ~ 
to imitate the laws of ohr neighboring states. We are more an 
example to others, than they, to us. In a,na.me, it,is called 
democracy, because it is: managed not fora few people, but for 
the majority. II' 
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• Those words uttered nearly '2,500 years ago helped unite 
Athenians in a community; of high ideals and aspirations. They 

, spawned one of the g:reatest ~xperiments in politics and ' 
, '" ,I . '. , . ,

,government. And ,they 'gave rise to the'most successful and 
enduring civilizatipns o~r,world has ever,known. ' 

Greek architecture became the standard of beauty and 
elegance for' :the western! world. 

I , 

'Gr~ek poetry and drama became the measures by which to judge 
all others. 

, 

Greek philosophy becl:ime the wellspring of ,Western values and' 
ideas. t 

Greek boncepts of medicine, fi~st,laid out, in the works and 
oath ot"Hippocrates, pr6~ided the fO\lndation for the practice 'of 
medicine today. I'" 

Greek law gave us th~ tenets of our modern system of 
justice. 

Greek ,education, gave! uS a'tradition of schooling in the 
liberal arts and even, th~ names of our places of learning, from 
the Academy to the Lyceum., 

, , I 

• 
" , 

Greek oratorsgav'e uk t'he" , art 'of public di'scour-se. Ahd the 
Athenian structure o'f government gave us a model that any student 
of democracy would recoghize today'., " 

, , 

Indeed, "there is har~lY~~y 'aspect ~"f ~ddern lif£( that has 
not been'influenced by c:).assical antiquity. Democracy demanded 
and depended upon the cr$ative'expression and vision ,of' 
individual citizens. And , ancient Greece provided the environment 
in which'those citizens fOUld flourish." ' ,", ' 

Today, democracy rem~ins our best hope for peace and 

prosperity around the world, particularly during this time of 

rapid global transformation. 


, , I 

, '" Now more than ever we need' to ,be reminded of the lessons and 
legacy of those earlyGr~ek democrats. 

A -few days ago, l' wa~ in Bosnia visiting American troops in 
Tuzlawho, ~long witp soldiers from many other nations, including 
Greece, are part of NATO{s peacekeeping mission. There, I saw,' 
what happens ", to a society when the" democratic ideal is lost - ­
when people lose their s~nse of common humanity" when they are 
'denied,their rights as citizens to express their opinions and 

practice religion freely) when toleiance, civility and respect 


, give way to repression, hatred, and violence. ,. ,'i' , 2 



, " 

• aU! troops - and you!rs. -- alon'g with many individua'ls and 
non-governmental organizations are working hard in the former, 
Yugoslavia not just to epforce a lasting peace, but to help the 
people of 'that' war-torn !land build a multi-ethnic,

• " ,'. 1 ," ,mult1-rel1g10us democracy. , 

It won't'happen,overbight. Nor can' we e~pect"it'to. As both 
.. the Greek and Anlerican people know, democracy takes a'lot of 
'work. it has its imperfections, but it remains the most 
'equitable, just and prod~ctive system of 'govermnentever devised. 

, I believe that ,every' democratic nation must participate in 
spreading the fruits of demopracyand p~ace." But that can ,only, be 
accomplished if everynat,ion' commits itself to policies that 
promote economic stability, religious and social harmony, human 

.' " ! - . .• " .,r1ghts, a healthy and,e~ucated'p()pula-t10n,a free ?lndopen,system 
'of justice and a political process that does not exclude any ',' 
person because of gender~ ethnic origin', race, religion, or 
station in life. : •. , 

i I 

It is especially ~pp~opriate t~ raise this issue here, where 
democracy b~gan. ,periclei:. described the ancient Gr'eeks' as' "the 
only people who think that one who does not meddle. in state' 
affairs, is not indolent ~ut a good~for-nothing." 

• 
The VJ.gorous, trad'iti6n of ,public discourse and political 

awareness that began in early Athens lives on today in the coffee 
houses, kiosks and tavert.tas of every city and village in Greece •. 
In fact, there is probably nowhere else in the world where so 
many people arediscussirtg, exploring, and arguing about the 
important issues oft~e ~ay. 

, 

, . Democracy cannot suc6eed wfthout the participation of all' of 
its citizens --men and ~omen. clearly our two nations have 'come 
closer than most to fulfilling that ideal. But we-still have not 
achieved it.' ,I. , 

Here and in",the United states -- and around the globe we 
see too many people who:remain on the margins, of society. We see 
children who are hungry, iunhealthy, unschooled, and unloved. We, 
see women who are deniediaccess to what I call the tools of 
Opportunity -- health ca~e, education, jobs, credit, iegal,' 
protections ~nd politica~ rights -- that they need to become 

,equal, partners in society_ . 
, - . ! . I 

While profound econo~ic and :political change has created 
unpreqedented opportulJ.ities··,forglobal peace an~pr'osperity, it 

,', also haS _inflamed old ,..te~sions and weighed ~s down w~th new ones. 

, .The challenges of· poverty and illiteracy continue to 

• 
underininethe potentialQf hundr~dsof millions of, people,lthe 
majority of, them women a~d chil~:ten. ,: 
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, These are ancient 'challenges, ,but thy.',' are, compounded today 
by the stresses inherent: in a highly competitive" fast-paced 
world. 

While the Inform~tioh Age enables us to cemmunicate mere 
quickly and understand e~ch other better, it also. widens, the gap 
be~ween these who have t~e skills to. compete in, the new global 
economy and :those', who. dej not.' Me~t often, these without the 
skills are women,and they will lag farther'and farther behind. 

, I 

If consumerism is :the primary message picked up in 
heusehelds around the' werld, the explesion of material 
expectatiens will put ad~itional demands en institutions ranging 
frem the family to. the g9vernment. Those expectatiens are net 
likely to. be realized qu~ckly or fully. 

So the question we m~st answer is: How de'we create 
conditiens'that, allow for the ftill'participation ef all citizens 

• ' I ' • '. '. •and astrengthen~ng of ol;lr demecrat~c way of l~fe? I bel~eve ~t 

begins with the mest basic unit of society: the family. It begins 
with wh~t we teach our children about their obligations to each 
other and to the larger eemmunity. ' 

. . 
At the mement, no ceuntry dees eneugh.te invest in its 

children er families. I know that in Greece, children ceme first. 
Yet even here, children ~nd families increasingly feel the, 
pressures of modern society -- from demestic violence, to 
substance ,abuse, , to the ecenemic di::;lecations that result frem 
competing)::>udget demands land shrinking reseurces. 

To build a strong seciety, children and family must be the 
cere ef national ::life. And that means that every segment ef 
society -- gevernment, b~siness, and, individual citizens' -- mus,t 
werk tegether to ensure tfhat children are 'educated, healthy, 
properly fed and clethed; pretected froin vielence and invested 
with the leve', attentien land discipline they need to. beceme 
preduct'ive adults. , , 

I 
, ' , "j '..

It alse,means that g0vernment, bus~nesses and individual 
citizens must come tegetijer to help wemen realize their God-given 
petential. Wemen care, fer mest of the .werld' s children a'nd'most 
ef the world's elderly. iheydo much efthe werld's work. And : 
what we have seen in ceuntry after ceuntry ever the last decade 
is'that impreving condit~ons for wemen -- inVesting in them -­
not only ,helps wemen, it ihelps their children, families, 
communities and ,natiens.1 . ' 

I k.new, frem having spent time with m~ny Americans of Greek 
descent,' that Greeks nev~rferget their, family reets. Whethe:r; it 
'is a big city 'like Athen~ or a 'village in, the ceuntryside, Greeks 
always seem to knew where th~y came frem, no. matter hew far they 
venture forth. ,I ' , 
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.' Like-Odysseus, when they left these shores they navigated a 
world filled with risks,! temptatiohs and challenges. Like 
Odysseus, they survived by their ability to change"adapt and 
transform. Like ,Odys,seus!, they showed ,the w.orld how resourceful 
people can, be if they ar~ willing to work together. And like 
Odysseus, they always pe~severed, even in the face .of obstacles 
and setbacks. I ,,' 

Just I09k ~t theman¥ Greek-American~who have contributed 
s6 much to my country, and who offer reminders every day,about 
the importance of hard wbrk, )family,o and the responsibilities and 
opportunities of' citizen~hip. " " ' , , 

, \ 

The ideals we have bbrro¥ed from the early Greeks never die. 
,A~ we are pulled ,to the future,- we continue to be propelled by . 
the past. 

, " 

Tomorrow, I will have the great privilege' of going to 
Olympia' for the ceremony ~ marking,' the lighti:"g of the Olympic 
flame. 

• " ' i" • • . '.' ',. ", ,',"The anclent Games were' not Justa celebratl0n of excellence 
in sport; they were about the regeneration of life., They were 
abc;mt the promise of youth, and about our ideal of the future. 

, . I , 

• 
Like democracy, the Olympics speak to the end,tiring strength 

of Greek civilization. Wlb.en the torch is ,littom6rrow, it will 
once again re~indle all ~f the hopes and aspiratiohsof 
democracy, humanity and the family ,of nations to which we all 
belong. For that, we ali lowe you a great debt of gratitude . 

. 
Tha'nk you very much. i 
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