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.,,, .• Good aftemoolt and welcome to the ,White House:, Inrus State of the Union last week, 
. the President called for bipartisan efforts to\abolish the practice of forcing breast cancer patients ;.' . 
" out of the 'hospital just hours after m~jorsurgery. Today, we are gathered with some of the ", , ., . 
'.leaders in this effort to discuss' whyjtrong 'legislation on this issue is so important., . . 

, ·.One out ofevery eight Ame~can women: will discover that she has breast cancer in her' 
lifetime. Each year, more than 160,qOO women will have mastectomies and many more will 
have lymph node dissections. As any breast cmcer survivor Will tell you, recOvering from the . , 
physical arid emotional shock of a mastectomy is a long, excruciatingly painful and bewildering. ' 

. ,'. process, one that barely begins in th~ days immediately following surgery. But too often, breast' 
cancer patients are forced to leave th~ hospital less than a day after surgery •• before they and . 
their doctors believe they.are physically ready. . 

.. ' . , '. 1 

• 
As journalist and breast cancer survivor Linda Ellerbee said in a special segment on this 

issue for Lifetime television, a mastePtomy is not like "getting a tooth pulled." Ellerbee's 60
second spot touched a nerve with mapy viewers. ,It generated more than;"17,000 e-mail petitions 

, protesting the short hospital stays and urging lawmakers to protect patients. ,I want to thank 
, Meredith Wagner, senior vice-presi&nt ofLifetime, and Amy Langer, executive director of the 
. National Association of Breast Canc~r OrganiZations, who worked together to make these.' , .' . 

',petitions possible. Let me also ~ the women~s'heatth advocates, the breast cancer advocates 
" and survivors, and the health care pr6viders who are here today and helped raise awareness on' . 
, this issue. " 'i" ' . . " 

';- ' 

" .. . . . . .• ' '. The bill we ~ here 'to support would allow a ~oman and her'physician --'not a health' 
'. :. ' '. I..······ . . : ; ',"'" plan ·..:to detetminewhether 'or not.ah extra'night in the hospital is in the patient's best interest; '.. '. 

>t 
'.' '. . ," . . ,,~, .. ' . :'. ' .... . I, ' " .. 

Let's not forget that Medicare pays for about one-third of all mastectomies in America . 
. ADd by law,. Medicare must'coverth~ costs ofall medically, necessary care. Ifadoctor thinks a 
, patient needs to stay another day· in the hospital, theri Medicare will pay for it. This morning, . 
Health and Human ServlcesSecrewtDonna Shalala --I am delighted she could be with us ' . 

. ; today ..:.. announced that she is seridiPga letter to all Medicare managed plans to remind them 
". that they must use this standard wherl covering mastectomies and other surgeries.' The Secretary,'. : .... 

.. made it clear that plans may not set ceilings for inpatient treatment or requirements for outpatient' ., 
.' ,treatment. . Those decisions.belong eiclusively to a patient and her doctor. 

. . ...,. I " . .' ". .' 

I'm pleased that with us today are some ofthe strongest champions ofbreast cancer' 
patients, and leading voices in the eff~rt on Capitol Hill to protect women from being forced out '. 

I . . '. 
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of the hospital too soon after surger/' '. With me on stage are members frOIuboth houses of " 
c ••' ·Congress and both sides of the aisle who have introduced legislation that will guarantee a woman 

·at least 48 hours to recover in the hospital after a mastectomy and 24 ,hours after a lymp~ node 
, dissection.: This legislation is modeled after the law that was passed last year to end drive

" . .' I ' ' 
.. through baby deliveries. 

, 1" 

., l'mdelightedto welcome Representative~'DeLauro,Roukema and Dingell; and Senators 
:,Mikulski, Kennedy and Ford., Sen. 'fomDaschle, another sponsor, very much wanted to be here 
:3sweil~butcouldn'tget awaytoday:iAnd I'rn'pleasedsomany of the bill's co-sponsors.are in 
the audience today: Sen. Hollings, S~n. Bryan, Rep. Clayton, Rep. Eshoo, Rep. Fox, Rep. Furse,' .. ' 

, . Rep. Ganske. Rep. Mink, Rep. Pelos~, Rep. Quinn, Rep. Rivers, Rep.Roybal-Allard, Rep. ,.' . 
Slaught~r, Rep. Thurman. [Still pending: Senator Moseley-Braun;Rep: Waters] .:' , 

, 
, .j • , 

_':' , "" '-',I, " .. 

· .:' ... I thank each and every one o£iyou for your leadership, for yoUr commitment and for your' 
'Wlceasing efforts on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of women 'living with brea$t cancer and 
, their families: . ' . 

••. ::: .'. "" Mailyofthese members will ~ellyou that the fight forthep~sag~ of this bill has b~come ..
..' . . . I ' '. . 

a personal one. Whether it's a mother, a daughter, an aunt, a sister, a close friend, a colleague, 
·or a constituent~ every OI1e ·of.us has found our lives touched by breast cancer .. 

". ' .. That is why we can't allow this issue of hospital stays 'to become a partisan one. It's an . 
· is~ue that affects too many of the women we love. It's an issue that affects all ofus. Just as we 

, j • . . . 

···.united to paSs the Kennedy-Kassebau.tn health insurance refonns, so must we again work ' . 

. together to end this practice .. Ideally, ,we would not need to seek legislation to end specific .. ' 


troubling practices .. ButasJongaSw6mencontinue to fiiid themselves in the nightmarish' 

. . . , , 1..'. . . .' , 

situaiionof leaving the hospital before they are ready ,to take care of themselves, then we must 
. J . .' . , . • 

act decisively. } . 

'. '"': .,' . Let's not forget that the bott~rn line--especiidly when it ~omes to the health ofthose we 
love,.- can'tbe serby dollars ~aveda?d costs avoided, but In liv~s savedimd people',valued ... 

. ,- . '" . .' , , 

. . t.And we can work together not only inerisuring that all breast cancer patients receive the 
J>est care possible, we can also continue to suppOrt efforts to strengthen research and early ' .. 

.,detection. Over the pastfour years, funding for breast cancer research, 'prevention and , 
. treatment at the Department of Health and Human Services bas nearly doubled.":' from $276 . 

• Inillion to $S41million. This researbh is bringing much new hope to.patients and their . 
. ' . . .I. " 

·families.'. We must continue to sUPpQrt the new· Office of Cancer Survivorship that provides 
.... ", information and research for those liviligwlth cancer and for their families and caregivers.' .. 

. 'And I hope all of you will support thePresid~nt~s plan to provide free annual mammograms to 
'Medicare beneficiaries, so that the w~men have greater acc~sto this life-saving test.· . . 

Perhaps the best reaSons Why~s issue and the fight againsthreast cancer shouldn,i bea • 
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1''-, " 

· partisan is~tie canbestexwessedby,our next two speakers. 

. . .' ,I, ' . .' '. . 

Many of you -will recognize Dr. Kristen Zarfos, the Connecticut surgeon whom the 
· President introduced in his State of i.he Union address .. Her story also demonstrates what can 

. happeri when one person takes the titne·to speak putag'ainst something.he or she believes is 
.. wrong~After being alerted to the pri;>blemofshort hospital stays by Dr. Zarfos, Rep. R.o~a: 
:~DeLauro'stepped fo~ard.to champi~nthis issue.' In many ways, pt. Zalfos inspired this .. ' 
·~'Iegi.sla.ti9n~.;,. . .;.;'.:.)"1..:...... , ' . .1 ..... • ".':' '.' .. . .~.',.', •".' . . t 

.',~, ' "'1;:., _ ... . " \{ 

. .' . oui first speakerisConnieShorier, who works as Rep.Jolut DingeU's district:.. .. 
·';adnlinistrator.· Connie Will teU us wHat it 'was like to be sent home just· hours after a mastectomy' 

'. ; and why it is important for a1lofus to makesure that in the future, no other.woman ever has to .. ' 
• . . 1 • '. . .

· experience the same nightmare .. ' Connie; .. ". .'. .... . .' .' . .' , .... . 
I' , ", " 
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