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Thank you John. I want to t~ank you and all the members of the President's comrtlittee 
for the time and hard work you have 'invested in preparing this report'; for de\,jsing a thoughtful 
and practical blueprint for stren~hening America's cultural life, and for helping all of us recognize·

j 

the vital role the arts and humanities play in our'oWn lives and in the life of our democracy. , \ 

As this report shows, the creative forces that give life to the arts arid humanities can be 
found everywhere, within every singl~ person in Am'erica. These creative forces touch our lives 
everyday, sometimes without our ev~n knowing it. They have in'spired Nobel':prize winning" 
novels as well as submissions to high:school literary magazin'es, They hav~ guided the brushes of 
the painters celebrated in major art galleries as well as the neeclles ofquitters' who sell their works 
at county fairs. And they are as much behind a symphony's Mozart festival as they are behind a 
young person's first piano recital. T~e arts and humanities belong to all of tis and the best of 
America's culture should be made'av~ilable to all Our citizens. 

These rich expressions of creativity are no less than the expressions of our great 
democracy. For 200 years, the freedom that is at the heart of ouf deinocratic system has 

. I. .' 

unleashed the spirit of Creative America. It has spurred us to say and write and draw whatwe 
think, feel and dream. It has inspired :us to celebrate. through dance, in son'gs, in paint and on 
paper the story of America -- of who re are, where we have been, and wh~a:t we hope to be. And 
through all of these activities encompassed by the arts and hinnaruties, oUr democracy, in turn, is 
nurtured, strengthened, made mor~ r~silient. 

I ." .'"
And as we prepare for a new century -- and it. new millennium -- tHe arts and humanities 

are more essential than ever to the en~urance ofout democratic values of t6ferance, pluralism 
and freedom. At a time when so much is happening to change the way we work and live, the way 
we relate to one another and the way we relate to the rest of the world, wec'al1not fully . 
understand the past, nor envision the tuture we need to pursue without theafts and humanities. 

That is why we must do everyihing we can to strengthen '6ur suppO'rt'ibr the arts and 
• . J . 

humanities in the coming years, The ~resident and I are very excited aboutfhe Millennium 
Initiative described in this report, The approach of a new millennium and a: Ilcw century presents 
us with a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the p~st two centuries of our collective American 
journey, to raise awareness about the Importance of the arts and humanities j'n bur lives, and to 
examine the ideas, values and e5fperieryces that can shape our future. 

When we look backat the pas~ 1,000 years and try to understand the defining events, 
ideas, and movements of past civilizat~ons, ofwhat it was Iik'eto five in a 2~tialn age, we often 
rely on the paintings, sculptures, books and other writings created by the me'll and women of 
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So it is imperative for all ofu:s living at the end of the twentieth century to encourage the 

creation and preservation of works that will serve as our own unique legacy tot future 
generations. The President is eager t:o lead this initiative and will call uPOh all citizens, local 
communities, state governments, fed~ral agencies and private sectOr partnel's 10 create Millennium 
programs that reflect and celebrate our cultural heritage. As we have over the past four years 
with performances, new art acquisiti6ns, and rotating sculpture exhibits,th'e President and I will 
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continue to showcase outstanding ex~mples of American art and scholarshi\) at the White House. 

We must e~courage commun~ties to identifY and preserve 'their locai 'traditions, history and 
folk creations. We must inspire the commercial and non-profit dfganizatioiis that produce or own 
much of our cultural material to take Istepsto preserve their holdings. And Wf!'can support efforts 
to ensure that America's cultural resdurces are made more widely available OIl'the Internet -- so 
that a child growing up in some of oulr most isolated communities can take ,j virtual tour of our 
finest museums and libraries. \ 

As this report has noted, the arts and humanities in America depend O'n a dynamic network 
of support that is very unique to our country. The arts and humahities dep'el1cf on partnerships . 

. between government agencies, private foundations, corporations, ndn-profit organization's and 
individual benefactors to' nurture talent and bring the creative achi.evemeTits 'or our best artists and 

I '. . . 

• 
artisans to as wide an audience as po~sible. The ans and humanities eQuId !lever thrive, much less 
survive, on support from just one of these sources. That is why ail of us moit "do our part' and 
work to renew America's philanthroPlc spirit. ".y, 

, . 

And government must take a l~adership rolein making sure that all A'fn'ericans have 
opportunities to develop their own tal~nts and take. part in the artistic and ilit~fJectuallife of our 
nation. For children, especially those living in some of our most depressed ne(ghborhoods, 
federal, state and local support of the lirts and humanities, as wen as the strel1gthening of arts' and 
humanities programs in our schools, are critical. For these children, exposur'e to the world of arts 
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and ideas can literally mean the differe,nce between lives of accomplishment anD lives of '. 
hopelessness and failure, As the Presi~erit's committee showed last Spring in: another report 
called "Coming Up Taller, ". arts and humanities education can offer children 's'afe and productive. 

I .. 

alternatives to crime, violence, gangs, and drugs, transporting them beybtYd tlie bounds of their 
difficult circumstances. ' 

I am reminded of how the opportunity to explore and develop creati~e potentials can 
change a child's life each time I see a bair of painted park benches in my office. They are the 

. gifts of the students of Gallery 37, an qrganization started by President's Cdtrffuittee member 
Maggie Daley in Chicago that nurtures the artistic and creative talents of children of all 
backgrounds. Through apprenticeshipk in such fields as architecture, jeweHY-lnaking, 
bookbinding, and painting, the childrert have blossomed in so many ways. bif~ child literally 
found his voice at Gallery 37. When he first joined the program, he refused 'ttl"speak to other 
students or instructors. But in time, thb eagernesstb talk about his art nofdnly moved him to 
speak, it also spurred him to critique tHe work of his peers.' . 

. I 
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·,', .....I had a similar experience when I visited the Manchester Craftsmen's Guild in Pittsburgh, 
· 
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an organization supported by both the National Endowment for the Arts and lji"ivate donations. ,''';:I ' " 

At the Guild, founded by a dynamic man named Bill Strickland in one ofPiffsbbrgh's most 
troubled neighborhoods, I met childrbn whose lives had been transformed by their participation in 
ceramic art and photography progra~s. When they spoke of their experienc'es at the Guild and of 
their newly discovered love for the arts, it wasn't difficult to hear the excitel'l'ient in their voices or 
see the hope in their eyes. The Guild had given theSe childreri, whom mallY schools had been 
labeled "at-risk," much more than th~ skills to shape clay or develop pictures. It gave them the 
confidence to finish school, to go to college, and to pursue their dreams. . '; 
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We also need to bolster bur g~eat humanities institutions -- our lihfa"~i~~J, museums, 
universities and research centerS -- to' ensure that all Americans have opporhilli1:ies for lifelong 
learning, They ar~Jhe catalysts and the incubators for so many otthe greatide'as that have kept 
our democracy strong -- and mOVing forward. ' 

So let us all work together to keep the arts and humanities alive and «>ell in the future and 
in the public domain. We must contiAue investing in the arts and humanities ~- in the valLies, we 

I ' . 
claim to honor, in the imaginations and spirit of our people, and in the cLiItLi'ral traditions that have 
sustained and strengthened our demotracy.

I 
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The arts and humanities are nqt a luxury, but a necessaryp'aft of lite: •As the PreSIdent 

said in his State of the Union, "Ouf eqonomy is measured in numbers and 'statistics, and it's very 
important. But the enduring worth o~ our nation lies in our shared values an"dour soaring spirit." 
Let us all work to ensure that America remains the 'world's beacon oflibeftyaiid creativity in the 

I 
next millennium and for all time. ' 
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