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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you, Terry, and thank all of you from the
Department of Education who are here for your hard work and vision, not only in this area, but
in so many of the others on which we have made ptogress in the last four § years I want to thank
the sponsors of these awards. Terry's already mentioned Nortel and Glaxo-Wellcome and
Keenan and the regional education laboratorles This is one of the most impditant statements
that we could make about how we will ach1eve the high educatlonal goals that the President
outlined in his call for action last evenmg

I had the opportunity as all, I h;ope, of you did as well to listen to thit speech --
(laughter) -- and to hear the emphasis that the President placed on education as a national
security issue, as one that we should turn our attention to with the same commitment and
nonparﬂsan zeal that we in the last 50 years gave to our foreign policy in our efforts to - win the
Cold War. (Applause.)

There are some who still will question why is the President of the United states, on the
eve of a new century, spending about half of his State of the Union talking abbut education. To
those who might ask that question, 1 wc')uld reply, a$ the President did last-événing, that it is
through education and a national commitment to education that we have thé best opportunity to
lift up all of our people to bein a posmon to take advantage of the opportumtles that will be
available to them in the future.

You saw last evening that there were two students and a- teacher who had participated in
a rather remarkable consortium in the area north of Chicago to put together best practices so that
20 school districts could pool that information and they could prepare their Students to compete
in the Third International Math and Sc;!xaqce Study Test. For a number of years, starting back in -
1983 when my husband asked me to chair the education standards committée in Arkansas, 1
have followed with great interest the international measurements that have béén utilized to

determine where our students stacked up against their peers around the wofld.



Now, I know, and those of you who are educators know that our kldS are as bright as
and hard-workmg as children aniywhere| in the world. It is not a question of who our kids are.
We also know that our teachers are as dedrcated and hard-working and committed as teachers
anywhere in the world. And yet, somehow when we were being fheasuréd on international tests,

“our students were not scoring as high as I think they could. And yet, it betame clear as we look

at programs like the one that the Presrdent highlighted last night from the Chicago suburbs that -
with the proper focus and teacher trammg and understandmg of what the $tanidards are, our

, |
children can be competitive with anyone. And, in fact, those youngsters who took those tests, as

the President said were first in the world in sc:lence and second only, I beheve to Singapore in

l

mathematics. - ;

So we know that, properly organrzed with the right tools at hand ‘otir children ¢an be
competitive and be prepared for whatever the 21st century has to offer.” ‘

(

Now, in order to improve studént achieveriient, we have to “have good teachers and good

~teaching. And yet, too often teachers are left out of the equation when it coimes to discussing

reform, and as Terry said, too often th(% tools for advancmg teacher professrona] development
are considered extraneous or marginal, that they are not part of what it takes to create
world-class schools. And, yet, every one of us in this room who are here o Gelebrate these
awards knows how important it is to provrde for the kind of contmumg development that is
provided in other professions. : :

We expect other professionals to have ongoing profess1onal development They are
tested periodically in order to advance i m their profession. They are requrred to attend certain

* kinds of programs. They may be evaluated on a regular basis. And now, all 6f us who care

about education and particularly educators know that that is exactly the model that we need to
follow here in our country when it comes to preparmg and maintaining the best teachers in the
world. ‘ : o

That is why the President's budget, which will be released tomorrow, invests in teacher
training. It provides funding so that 100,000 teachers nationwide can seek niational certification
as master teachers and contains a 25 percent increase in the amount of funiding devoted to Goals -
2000. It's also why he has called on the National Commission on Teaching and America's Future
for a new effort to help commiunities and states promote excellence and accountab1l1ty in
teaching. - : o

We need to value our téachers hmre we need to help them set and mieet higher
standards not only for their students but for themselves. Today, in Georgia, along with Secretary

- Riley, the President will be releasing thrs call to action for American education in the 21st

century, which takes the 10 points that he spoke about last evening and expands on them in some
detail, giving examples about what works and also provrdmg more mformatlon about what he is
gomg to be requestmg in the budget. ‘
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I am so pleased that the successes that are being highlighted here will be spread
throughout the country so that other dlstncts will learn from what you have already achieved.
One of our challenges in education, whether it comes to standards or professional development,
is to take what works in one district and translate it and transplant it into another, to learn from
one another, to offer technical assistance so that we can see how, with soine’ modification,
perhaps, what worked in one of the award winners here can work in its neighbors.

1 know we're going to have the presentation of the awards in a'mintité, but I would like
to just call out the names and have evefyone associated with these various districts just raise your
hands so that I can have an idea of who is here and congratulate you a little bit ahead of time.

‘From the Samuel Mason School in Roxbury, Massachusetts, who i is here? Good.
(Applause.) From the San Francisco Umﬁed School District, who is here for that? Good.
(Applause.) From the Wilton School District in Connecticut, who came? (Applause.) From the
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School 1 m Manhattan, Kansas. (Applause.) Arid from the
Lawrence Public Schools in Kansas. (Applause ) :

I know that you will be awarded a cash prize, funded by the private interests that are the
sponsors here, to be able to support professional development activities and to help share the
strategies and lessons that you have learned. And I would only ask orie thing from those of you
who are winners and all of you who have supported this process. We have to do a better job
getting the word out. When Terry referred to the "sit and get" strategy of 'p‘r’ofessio’nal
development, unfortunately she was descnbmg what is still too often the norm in many districts
and schools around our country

But if we have enough people, like those of you gathered here, to spread the word about
professional development and to demonstrate how it works, I believe we cai See a grass-roots
movement around the country, embracing professional development and using best practices.

I hope that these awards, which will be annually awarded, will send a very strong signal
to educators and to those who we hope to enlist in becoming educators, that the role teachers
play in our children's lives is second Gnly to parents, and it is the most important job anyone can
do for pay. To go into a school and to 'work with young people, and particularly since we know
so many of our_children face challenges that were not part of our growing up, to be there, to
know how to handle the intellectual and emotional and social needs that our children present to
us is the most difficult, but certainly based on my friends and my own obsérvation, one of the
most rewarding ways anyone can contrlbute to society.

And T hope, also, that we will put to rest the idea that the work of téaching belongs to
any one group or any one level of government, or any one sector of our sdciety. The President
was right in calling for a national effort. You are demonstrating that that national effort must be
implemented on the local level, but that we need to support one another in meeting the challenges
our children face.



I have said before that I remember clearly many, many years ago when I was in
elementary school and Sputnik went up; that the entire nation became mobilized around how we
would teach math and science more effectively to people like me in the fifth or sixth grade. And
I can remember clearly my teachers saying to me, you should learn this, beécause your President
needs you to learn this. (Laughter.) Well, that was a little daunting when you're 10 or 11, but I
took it seriously. And I felt as though, and my classmates dld and my teachers did, that we were
engaged in a great national eﬁ‘ort ' :

Now, nobody from Washmgton told Miss Metzger or Mrs. Krausé or Mrs King how

they were supposed to teach me. But the fact that they had the big stick of the President that
|

they could use to intimidate us into learning all of this stuff that we didn't dnderstand really
worked. I would make the same argumjent today. It is a little more difficult, perhaps, for some
to see that in the absence of an obvious challenge, like the Soviet Union and international
communism, that we should have the same emphasis on our national need t6 msp1re better
teaching and better learning. :

But I think we are at just the same moment of challenge as we were those many years
ago, because we know that it may not be with weapons that we will be facing across an ocean
that will endanger our security, but it w111 be with competitiveness and pérhaps across a
negotiating table, or in front of a computer that we will determine not only cur own individual
futures, but the future of our country. And in order to be prepared, we miist have the best
teachers we possibly can have. We must have students who understand what it means to go into
this new global economy, and we must have parents and citizens and pohtlcal leaders who

~support all of you in the work that you ido.

So, congratulations and thank you for this commitment. (Applau‘S’é’)
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