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• 
MRS. CLINTON: We are gathered today to celebrate Ihteriiatiohal Women!s Day in the 

heart of the State Department. And '}'e do, as Americans, have much to celebrate, starting with a 
Secretary of State who, yes, brokt: a b'arrier by virtue ofher own, gender, b(i"f who much more 
importantly is committed to defending' the rights not just of Americans but of citizens around the 
world reg~rdless ofgender . 

Not only has Madeleine Albright broken many a glass ceiling, sheh'aibrokered many a 
peace. Not only has she opened many doors, she has opened many minds. And since she 
mentioned it, I would say that in my last conversation with Mrs. Roosevelt -:.. (laughter) -- she 

I 

told me how pleased she was that her husband had appointed the first woman to the Cabinet in 
United States history, and how pleas~d she was that my husband had appOi'flted the first woman 
Secretary of State. (Applause.) 

I thank Secretary Albright fOf; her leadership, her' courage and, on ap'et-sonal note, her 
friendship. And I am delighted that she has agreed to serve as the new chair for the President!s 
Interagency Council on Women; ably assisted on the issues bY'Teresa Loar' arid Tim Wirth and 
others ofyou here. 

We all know that countless r~sponsibilities face our new Secretary tifState and all of us. 
I . . " 

Our foreign policy does not lack for challenges. We must contin'ue to reduce weapons ofmass 
destruction. We must realize the cent~ry!s dream of a wholly united, democrati'c and peaceful 
Europe. We must. work to capture neW opportunities in Asia, to seize opportunities for peace in 
the Middle East and other areas that are strategic not only to the United Stares but to the entire 
globe. We must work with our partnJrs in Latin America, Mrica, and elsewhere to build an 
inclusive and expanding global econotny, We must safeguard out people from the threats of 
,I ' 

terrorism, extremism, international cri~e, drugs; and environmental degradation. 

, ' .. ' 
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While all of these require our attention and commitment, today I liav~'come to advance a 
simple idea. That is the seamless incl~sion ofgirls' and wom'i;m's needs in Airterican foreign 
policy. Despite the work they do, the: families they raise, the communities th~y hold together, 
too many of the world's women, parti¢ularly in developing nations, live on the 'outskirts of 
opportunity and equality. But let me be clear: This challenge is not confineil to the developing 
world. We still have plenty ofwork t~ do here in the United States and inoiher advanced 
economies of the world to ensure tha~ women have a full stake in democracy. One goal in every 
country should be to see that all citiz~ns, regardless of race or gender or ethnicity or religion, 
have a full place at their society'S table~ 

If you'll forgive just a slight diversion -- yesterday I was in Arkansas:' I visited people 
who had been hit by a terrible tomadq in the morning. Even before that disaster struck, these 
were people already working overtim~ to build good lives, to reach their aspirations. The ,full 
benefits of American society were still1a long way away for them. After this tornado, all that they 
had worked for, all they had hoped for seems lost. 

Later that day I spoke at an event that helps raise funds to send siri~l~ parents, primarily 
women; to college or vocational sch091. I heard stories from five Womenwhb told us what it 
had meant that their society, in the fOJlll of those who had raised these funds, reached out and 
told them that they could make somet~ing of their own lives, they could gb to college, they could 
support themselves and their children.! They had heard the message that is 'even still toci often 
conveyed in America: that they weren;'t worth very much, that nobody reaIiy cared too much 
about them. 

As one young woman said,fi~e years ago I was in a battered Womeh'S shelter in 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. I had noth!ng.; I not only didn't have a car, I didn't have a driver's license, 
and ,my face lo~ked as though it had b;een run over. by a truck., All of a suo?eh th~re w~re people 
there who convmced me that I could n:take somethmg of myself and care for my nme-month-old 
son. I thought to myself, how can th~se people believe in me, that I could go to college, that I 
could support myself? How could the~e people care about me when my 6Wt{husband didn't care 
about me? : ' 

, " 

Those stories, as I heard them:' reminded me of stories that I have' h¢atd around the 
world. As women in Bangladesh or In:dia or Nicaragua or Chile stood up and told me what it 
meant to them to have someone believe that they, too, could make a living [or their family; that 
the skills they had would be valued in the marketplace; that their children, especially their 
daughters, could have a better life. Tfie women last night were helped to return to school. And 
today they are citizens of the United States in the fullest sense of that word. 

I
'. 

Whatever disparities of wealtH exist in our country and around the~w'orld means that 
people are left by the side of the road, 'detoured off the Information HighWay, unable to take 
advantage of democracy's opportunities. What America must do for its owh 's'ake, as well as for 
the sake of its leadership in the world we are in today and that we are entering tomorrow, is to 
promote democracy and civil society ih every nation, so that all citizens -- every man, woman, 
and child -., can live up to their Go.d-given potential. 
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But one may ask, well, it's fine for me to cate about the women of Arkansas, but why 

should I or any American care about women in developing countries and atbund the world? Why 

1 , 

should women, as Secretary Albright just eloquently explained, be a concern of ours arid our 
foreign policy here in the United State~? Well, what the Secretary said arid -*hat this 
administration believes is that if half of the world's citizens are uridervalued,tinderpaid, 

I . . 

undereducated, underrepresented, fed fess, fed worse, not heard, put down, We cannot sustain the 
democratic values and the way oflife ~e have corne to cherish.: 

If as a nation Americans care ~bout opening foreign markets for Arn~rican goods and 
services, ifwe care about making our 'country secure in the face ofnew threats, ifwe care about 
widening the circle of peace and prosp,erity, then we must address the conditions and 
circumstances of the world's women. I 

You in this room know better ithan anyone else that O\lr world is in a'time ofgreat 
transformation; .heralding, ever more d¢mocracies,leading,. we hope, to ever ihbre peace. But the 
great promise of this time is not witho'ut its challenges. Global competition, the information, ;. 
revolution,.. the rapidpace .. of,change all create preSsures on every society; from gbvernme~ts. 
down to families. And these pressure~ pose unavoidable questions for us as we approach the 

. I 

• 
21 st century. How do we figure out w.ays to balance individual and community rights and 
responsibilities? How do parents raise' children in the face of the influences of the mass media 
and consumer culture? What do we make ofwhat seems to be a conflict in ti'iany instances 
between personal identity and the wor~ available in an age of globalization' and high technology? 
What about the roles ofwomen in society? How will people preserVe their ethnic pride and value 
their national citizenship? And how wi'll nations protect their sovereignty while cooperating 

I 

regionally and glob~lIy with others? 

Thinking about these question~ and how a free nation like ours wifl'respbnd to them, we 
may need to be reminded that democracy is not just about legally protected rights, elections, or 

. I . 

free market economies. It is about the internalization ofdemocratic values in peo'ple's hearts and 
minds. It is about how, in the absence; ofeither hot or cold wars, democracy is rooted in people's 
everyday lives. 

Given the changes that are goirig on around'us,we can no . longer g'ciu:ge our interests 
around the world solely through power blocs and vast arsenals. Across the' giobe, here at home, 
at the end ofthe Cold War, we have been free to focus on issues that edge'tight up to our own 

I ". 

front doors, How do we educate our children? How do we ensure that families have proper 
I 

health care? How do we ensure that d¢mocracies and free markets produce Citizens, not just 
consumers? 

I 

I have said before that at this time ofchallenge around the globe, we know we will 
. continue to cope with what is often th~ught of as the tradifional balance of pbwer among 
countries. But I would also argue that! we must now add to that balance of power equation, 
often called realpolitik, the idea that re~l-life politik may be just as intimateIyconnected with 
whether or not democracies survive an:d flourish. 
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These issues that we speak or'today should not be considered women's issues. But 
certainly it is fair to say that women often, by necessity, become the world"s experts on the , . , 
hazards and vicissitudes oflife. And trey, therefore, often understand and ap'preciate more 
clearly that they have a vested interest in ensuring that their societies and gbvernments address 
these real-life challenges. I 

I have seen for myself on contInent after continent the solutions that women are forging , . . . 

-- new mothers in JogJakarta, Indones,ia, who gather every week to learn about family planning 
and better nutrition for their children; doctors and nurses in Belarus and LTkraine who are caring 
for the children of Chernobyl; women ~rom Santiago to San Diego who are working on issues as 
diverse as education, crime, and the e~vironment. These issues are central to our global 
democratic interests. For what distingl;lishes democracy is fair and genuine participation in every 
aspect of life. I 

It, should be,too·obvious to pojntout,but,linfortunately, it:isn't, that giving women a: 
stronger voice and ,fullen say over thei~ futures is intimately related to the health of democracies 
because,women are the majorityin most countries andthe world bver. ' . , 

, 

America's credo should ring c1~arly: A democracy without the full participation of 
women is a contradiction in terms. TO; reach its full potential, it must include all of its citizens. 
Clearly, whether we succeed in strengt~ening democratic values around the Wbrld is of special 
consequence to women, who in our co~ntry and elsewhere are still striving to attain, and even 
define their rightful place in government, the economy, and civil society, and to claim their 
rightful share of personal, political, ecohomic and civic power. 

Raising the status ofwomen aryd girls and investing in their potentiai means insuring that 
they have the tools of opportunity available to thein. Education, health care, credit and jobs, 
legal protections and the right to participate fully in the political life of their countries. And that 
is why the United States must continu~ its bipartisan tradition of supporting initiatives that move 
our world closer to these goals. 

Today, more than 600 million women worldwide are denied the opportunity bfan 
education. Women make up two-third~ of those who can neither read nor Whte. Yet the single 
most important investment any developing nation can make is in the education of girls and , . 

women. We are discovering that in country after country the benefits of eduCating women go far 
beyond the classroom and the schoolh6use. They go to stronger families, better health, nutrition, 
wages, and levels 'of political participatipn. 

I have seen how the support of;the United States for the education Of women and girls 
worldwide is paying off. I have seen how similar social investments, also iil'ifiy supported by the 
United States, can make a difference in

l 

countries as diverse as Brazil, the Philippines, Nepal, and 
Pakistan. '0 



, , j" , '., .. , " 

Certainly, as I travel around t~e world and as many of you do likewiSe, we have seen 
with our own eyes that investing in girls and women helps to transform commimities which in 
tum can transform societies. Women rill not flourish and neither will dernbcracy if they 
continue to be undervalued inside and ~)Utside the home. " 

I have had many experts in eC9nomic development around the world' say to me that 
women's work is not part of the econo~ies of countries, that women do not participate in the 
economic markets of countries. And yet I have seen with my own eyes as I've traveled through 
urban areas and remote rural ones that 1women are bearing often the bulk of the load of the work 
thatmust be done -- to plant crops, to harvest them, to make it possible forsrhall enterprises to 
flourish in market stalls. So I know that women a.re working. Their contributions may not' be 
counted in the gross domestic product bf their societies, but they are ofvalue. If all the women 
in the world tomorrow said they woul9 not work outside the home, the ec6tt'Omies ofevery 
country would collapse. And it is timei-- (applause) -- it is time that we honored and counted the 
contributions that women make, both i~ the home and outside. 

Investing in women also ,means investing in their health. and, in tutn~ in the hea.lthof their 
, I 

families:· '-I; am especially .. pleased -thaUheUnited States has provided: assistait'ce through the, ,
j 

United States Agency for International ;Development to assure tha.t women,' ~hildren, and families 
have access to a full spectrum of low-40st, high-yield health care services ~~ from safe birthing 
kits for expectant mothers, to basic immunizations for infants, to oral rehydra'tion therapy to 
treat children suffering from diarrhea. : . 

I want to say a special word a~out family planning and its importance in this larger 
effort. Family planning is fundamental :to letting Women take responsibility for themselves and 
their children. Right now, however, r9ughly 100 million women worldwide cannot get or are 
not using family planning services because they are poor, uneducated, or do 'not have access to 
care. Some 20 million women will see~ unsafe abortions. Ofthese women, Some may become ' 
disabled for life, some will have other health problems, but fundamentally, the rate of unsafe 
abortions is in itself a tragedy. High a~ortion rates do not represent women's equality; they 

l " 
represent a. failure on all our parts to help Women prevent unwanted pregnancies in the first 
place. If we really care about reducing :abortions and fostering strong famili~s, We must not back 
away from America's commitment to f~mily planning efforts overSeas. (Applause,) 

If we re.ally.care about making iwo~en equal ~artners in, SOcieties t~'e .worl~ over, ~e 
must do everythIng In our power to fig"t Violence agaInst women, whether It Is a hidden cnme of 
domestic abuse or a blatant tactic ofwar. 

I 

i 

No single social investment is dpanacea for women or for develo·pi'ngcountries. Nor 
should every just cause of the world b~ America's to embrace. 

: 

But I do believe that as long as: discrimination and inequities persist in a broad-scale way 
against women, a stable, prosperous wprld will be far from a reality, 
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Taken together, our investmerlts insocial development are'vital to'strengthening free 

market interests, spreading our democ:ratic ideal and enhancing bur security., . 


. . ' 

Over time, America has learnep that our ideals and interests cannot be divorced from the 
political, economic and social cross-cJrrents swirling around us. I hope we have also learned 

I 

that engagement with the world represents opportu'nities at home as well as' obligations abroad. 

Let me just give you one modest example. I spoke recently at a cb'Ilference sponsored 
by USAID called Lessons Without Borders. At the conference, Baltimore's Mayor, Kurt 
Schmoke, told how government leadets from his city had gone to Africa t6 le~rn about simple, 
low-cost strategies used on that contin¢nt to encourage parents to immunize their children. Now 
similar programs are in place in Baltim:ore, with community clinics, a vaccination van, 
door-to-door visits and th~ resulting higher immunizations rates for children under three. 

We can learn from our neighb9rs around the world. And many ofthe lesson we can 
learn,; we willfind;are,lessons:that.hav~ .. beenhelped to be taught by our oWn foreign policy" 

""engagement:-:·oJ!ess,thanone.percento(our:budget; yet- countless lives. can be improved,. and we " 
can improve'lives' here, at"ihome:" .'; '. "I 

,, 
Before I close, I want to say a ;word about my forthcoming trip to Africa. I was very 


honored to be asked to make this trip because I think that America's engagement in the world 

. I 

must include an engagement with sub-Saharan Africa. Contemporary history is a story that 
citizens and countries are writing. And: there is a new story that must be told. Every region is 
contributing its own chapter. 

I 
I " . 

Africa has a remarkable story if we will only pay attention to it. It is moving toward 
I 

democracy. In the last six years, the n~mber of democracies have jumped from five to 23. Africa 
is growing economically, moving from suffocating state-controlled economies to open markets 
that can give full life and scope to hum~n endeavor. 

Last.year, 30 countries reported positive economic growth. Afric'a is beginning to forge 
I ' 

a new relationship with the United Sta~es -- one based not just on aid but 0'11 shared ideals, 
mutual responsibilities, integration into Ithe world economy, and partnerships designed to resolve 
conflicts and to meet common challenges. To be sure, many of the African democracies are new 
and therefore fragile. Hope remains tehuous. Too much of the continent continues to be riven 
by disease, malnutrition, poverty, injustice, corruption, perilous conflicts arid their terrible·· .. 
aftermath, refugee crises that trap wonienand children especially in lives that go from bad to 
worse. 

And yet -- and yet, in spite of these challenges, for the first time, we can say that, at this . 
moment in history, there are in Africa grounds for far more hope than despair. And with the 
support of the United States, we can so~idify that hope . 



• 
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I will be privileged to visit Serlegal, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Uganda and 
Eritrea. And I am pleased that so many of the ambassadors from those c6uYltries and other 
countries in Africa are with us today. ' . 

~'d . 

' .. 

• 


i 
I . . ." 

I hope to witness first hand and to highlight each country's efforti'to build democracy 

and a strong civil society. I will focus! particularly on grassroots initiatives and on efforts that 

affect women and children. 


I hope this trip will give the Ainerican people a renewed sense of the' Importance of our 
commitment to Africa. I hope it will layout exactly why we must do our Utmost to support 

I . '. 

democracy and social investment in Afiica and to strengthen Mrica's place in the community of 
nations. I 

i . 
And I hope it will show that American engagement must be measured not just in aid 

. dollars·or. humanitarian efforts.in the.w'ake of tragedy and crisis, but in the democratic values we 
reinforce;;: in:· the humanJrightswe·defe~d, and in the conflicts we, help resolve preventively.. 

I 

." : Thete.:are;to,be.:sure;issues· otAmeriCa's,nationah~security!at stake:~~Instability in Mrica;' " 
·whether it is' rooted in· war; in·terr-orisrP,·in organizedcrime,.in disease,.in·environmental 
degradation or poverty, it touches us t<;>o. 

I 

i 

There are also economic issud at stake. Right noW, the United States holds orily 7 

percent of the African market of 600 ~illion people. By forging stronger economic ties with 

Africa, we will do much to secure the prosperity of our own people as well. 


But finally, our greatest reasorys for engagement with Africa are DuiHan a positIve 

foundation. Africa is on the move, with a new generation of leaders, the fresh air of political 

reform, and thriving multi-ethnic socie~ies .. 


As we look at the future for America's engagement around thewo'ijd: we can see that 
wherever we help to seed the ground f6r democracy, wherever we reach mit to people out of 
mutual respect to help them help them~elves, wherever we understand cleafly that in this time of 

I . 

interdependence and interconnection th,at we all have a stake in the success: of the other, we will . 
make progress together. Whether it c0mes to assisting and working with our friends in the new 

I • . 

democracies in Africa, or understanding the importance of our commitment to women and girls, 
America's interests are at stake. ' 

Blit far more importantly; Am~rica's values are at stake. Ifwe ad upnn those values, we 
will help to lead the world into the kin~ of new future we envision as possible for our children' 
and all the children around the globe. ' 

Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
. I 

END• 

http:organizedcrime,.in
http:efforts.in


, 	 Yet we from America know t~at this is a long task before you. I want you to know that, 
as Americans, we celebrate your accot;nplishments and we want to be youf:partners in securing 
your democratic future. To that end, -president Clinton has pledged an additi'onal $19 million 
through the United States Agency for International Development to assist President Mand'ela's 

I 	 .• 

teacher training initiative and $87 milli,on in USAJD assistance this year fot housing, health care, 
and business development initiatives. ! 

One of the most tangible signsjof our new partnership is the binational commission 
chaired by our Vice President and your: Deputy President. Last year they si'gfied an agreement to 
cooperate to fight crime, As a result, ~he United States is providing funding this year to assist 
South African law enforc~ment agenci~s with criminal justice expertise and ·training. 

We are working together to iciprove the business environment by lowering taxes and 
. I . 	 . 

. tariffs so that' bilateral:trade ,can' thrive,. creating jobs for both the people of South Africa and the 
I 	 ' . 

United States. 	 , 

,	.. . . South·:Africans" and 'Americansfare .also learning from' each; bther~; through' education, . 
medical" andculturalexchanges,.at~coll~ges .and universities; as well as fellowships at .some of our '. 
leading scientific institutions. In addition to funding from USA.Ib, many of these programs are 
supported by American corporations, f6undations, . and universities. 

'. ; 

And let me deliver today another indication of our support for the work that you are 
doing here in this country, Today I a~ privileged to announce that the United States is 
expanding support for the campaign to' eradicate polio in Africa by the year 2000. Initiatt:~ by 
the World Health Organization's region,al office for Africa, the Kick Polio oUt of Africa campaign 
is a partnership in the truest sense: It i,lVolves national and local governments, nongovernmental 
organizations, businesses, bilateral doners. It is led by your President. And thanks in part to his 

. leadership, extraordinary progress was'made on this front last year, 

Now the United States is coriuhitting an additional $16 million through USA.Ib to assist 
in this vital effort to bring better health: to the people of Africa. With us today are representatives 
from key organizations in this important partnership: the World Health Orgahization, Rotary 
International, and Ul\IICEF. In our hemisphere we have .succeeded in eradicating polio, and now 
we wish to assist the people of Africa ir eradicating polio on this contInent as well. 

• ! 

Each of these and the mariy ot~er investments between our countries reflect our belief 
that the future of this country and this tontinent are inextricably linked to the futures ofcountries 
throughout the world. It reflects our b6lief that peace and prosperity can and will prevail if we all 
work together. Most of all, it reflects the faith we have in you and in the democratic path you 
have chosen to follow at this difficult tifue oftransformation . ,. 

.' 	
That said, I must add, there are no panaceas. There ani nO quick fixes in the march to 

democracy and a truly free market eco?omy, Democracy's success in South Africa will nQt 
depend solely on free elections, open ~arkets, or government policies. It wiil not' depend solely 



! . 


, on foreign investment. It will depend ~Itimately. o'n the internalization of democratic values in 
people's hearts, minds" and everyday lives. 

, 


For those of you who are stud~nts here at this great university, perhaps your experience' 
here can serve as a guide. Universitie~, after all, ate where we who are lucky enough to attend 
them learn more about the importance bf personal responsibility and community. They are 
training grounds for individual freed on{ and incubators of ideas. They are repositories of free 
speech and free thought. And they are a collective meeting place 'for individuals of very different 
backgrounds, different attitudes, intere$ts and aspirations. They are places where we test the 
balance between individual and community rights, where we stniggle to find the balance between 
"me" and ,"we," where we assume responsibility for ourselves and others. 

! 

I 

This university has always bee~ a vanguard of change; noW you have a chance to help 
create a new South Africa. And you a,lso have a chance to help shape the coUrse of history. The 

'worldis··watching;,and.the.democratic!world stands with you: It has been given to·you asto few 
. other;·peoples~jnhistorY'.the'':Opportunity._to hold in your' hands your-own futures and theJutures· 
and;.dreams;,ot:.. couritless millions of ot~ers. 

I 

May·.God!bless·:each·\afl(~ everyi.one.ofyouand.all the people of this great country:as you 
work to realize your individual and sh~red·destiriies. Thank you very much: .. ,~ 

Q (Iriaudible.) 

:MRS. CLINTON: I think this !is art extraordinary momerit in time for any of us who are 
women, and particularly if we are fortJnate enough to have the blessings Of good health and 
education and to feel that we are able (0 make the choices that ate right for ourselves in our own' 
lives and as they impact our famili~s an~ our societies. 

, 

I think that we have more opp6rtunity than we've ever had, but' sO much of whether or 
not we seize that opportunity depends 'on two factors: first, how well prep'area we are to accept 
responsibility for our choices and the c6nsequences of our choic~s; and how supportive and 

. enabling those around us, including fan{ilies and the larger society, happen to be. So altho~gh we 
have made considerable progress, movIng toward a point where individual women will hopefully 
have the chance to make those choices ~hat are right for them, there is still agreat deal.ofwork 
to be done, in my own country as well :as around the world. 

Those of us who were fortunat~enough to go to Beijing know that the majority of 

people who live in absolute poverty in tre world are women, often the sole support of children; 

that women do most of the hard work in our world, oftentimes without any income being 

generated or even any recognition of thbir economic contributions both inside the home and 

outside the home -- and that is true in ~dvanced countries as well as developing ones. So I hope 

that women as we move toward this nek century will support one another in all of our various 

aspects of life; that we will not be trick~d or seduced into a position of undermining other 

women's accomplishments and other wpmen's opportunities; that we will work for a change in 

our societies, where appropriate, to ha~e the kind qf legal and other protections that are 




, necessary; and that every one of us wi;1 do what we can to make' sure that iittle girls are given the 
same opportunities in every society as little boys. It makes sense. We don't have the human 
resources to waste. And we need to bJ sure that we enable all citizens of eVery country to live 

I , 

up to the fullest of their potential and I,llake the contribution they are capable of making to their 
society. . 

And so I hope that the 21 st cehtury will see So much progress on ihlspoint that by the 

22nd century we won't even ask the q~estion anymore. (Applause.) 


, 
Q Mrs. Clinton, you and I shiare an alma mater you started a tnidition that I would be 


glad to be a part of that -- the students' speak at commencements. What did you take frbm your 

Wellesley experience that you use in y~ur everyday life that you try to pass on to other people? 


·MRS. CLINTON: Both the qoestioner and I attended Wellesley College, which is a 
women~s colleg~;outside,Boston"and I !feel very. fortumi.te that I attended thaI college. for many 
reasons,,;'. One,ibecauseitgave.mefoui~.years,ofrelative seclusion.on.. a. beautiful campus, to study 

. and' learnand:interact ;with,:my.,c1assma~es,· and ·the.faculty,. and.yet.a big city; ..Boston, with, lots of· ,". 
~'other iuniversities',and ·men',was·nearby:r;(Laughter;} In my'view,: the; best of alL possible worlds., 
(Laughter:) 

And 'it also gave, I think, all ofus who tookthose four years out the confidence that is 

sometimes drained out of even eager Jomen in university exp'erience that undermines their' 


..feeling that. they can make their contritiutions because, from the moment th~y enter, university -'
I'm sure it's not true here -- they are battered about by the expectations for 'social success and 
relationships that make it more difficult for them to concentrate On what it is they're studying and 
learning, and to find their o:wn path as ~learly as they would like, And we did not have those 
kinds ofdistraCtions or difficulties. . 

And I think that the role of women's education is still one that has to be looked at very 

carefully around 'the world. There is a !role, I believe, for single':'sex schools for girls and for . 

boys, at all levels of education. And I rhink a school -- a college like Wellesley stands as a very 

good example ofthe continuing commitment that must be made to womenis education. Even 

though all of our other fine and competitive universities are now available to' 'Women, there is still 

something very special about that envirbnment, and I'm very grateful everyday that I attended 

there. (Applause.) 


Q (Inaudible,) 

MRS. CLINTON: We've had ~ long and difficult debate in our country about the role of 
. welfare and the idea of a social safety qet in the United States'. And I have, along with my 

husband, worked in both the public and the private sector for many years oil the challenges 
. I , ' 

presented by the welfare system as it o~erated in the United Stat~s. When: my husband wa~ the 
Goverrior of the State of Arkansas, he worked very hard tb prOVIde people who were on welfare 
the education and training that they nee~ed to be able to compete in the job market and was 
successful in helping to move a numberiof people off ofwelfare. 
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, , He has recently signe~ a ?i~ce lof legislation that ,":i1! ,end w~at we call, the "welfare , 
entitlement" and tum back to mdlvldual states the responslblhty for Implementmg welfare pohcy. 
This was a very controversial decision in many quarters in the United States. But let me briefly 
describe what I see as the reasons why! the President signed that legislatidn. . 

First of all, there is very little doubt in our country that the current welfare system, 
before this legislation was signed, was1not working for a significant number or people who were 
trapped on welfare. There were large numbers of people, particularly women who had gone 
through a divorce and were left with vJry few financial resources, people who had other kinds of 

I . ". . 

misfortune, who would be on welfare for a short period of time and .then off In fact, the 
average time that the vast majority of p1eople stayed on welfare was two ye1irs Or less. 

. . . I 

But there was a group of peop~e caught in welfare dependency -- 'second and third 
generation·-- where; forreasons that h~d to do with all kinds of social and economic and even 
psychological changes, they were unable to break out of that welfare' depehdency. So there was 
no"doubrthaUhe'system~hadnotwork~d";foC' them.: .... "" ,." . ' " . 

And the Presidentbelieved thatwe had to make'drastic' changes.irithat system in' order' . 
for people to be mptivated to understa~d how they' had to help themselves: He also believed that 
in our country we've had many pe'ople 'say that communities and churches and other institutions 

. I . . 

would be more helpful to people on welfare if the government didn't provide an automatic check .. 
We are going to find out whether that'~ true or not. And the President has "been working very 
hard to persuade businesses and variou~ levels of government to hire people dff of welfare, He's 
been working to persuade churches to, in a sen~e, mentor familie's on welfare. 

So he has set as a challenge to IAmerica: If you are s~rious about Caring for your fellow 
man, if you are serious about ending welfare as we know it, then you have to be involved. There 

. I 
are no more excuses. We can no longer say, well, we hate the welfare system; and all those 
people who are on it are people that we just don't understand. Now there is no more welfare 
system, except as we create it. So it isla bold and challenging step we have taken, and we will 
watch it very carefully to try to make s4re it works to the benefit of the people it is intended to 
help. . . 

I . 

! 

Q (Inaudible.) 

MRS. CLINTON: 
! 

(Laughter.): Hope springs eternal. 
' . 

(Laughter.) You know, I have 
thought a lot about this, because -- (Ia~ghter and applause) -- ~trict1y as a student of political 
science -- (laughter) -- I am curious as 'to why it is apparently easier for women to ascend to the 
highest ranks of national leadership in parli'amentary $ystems. I met the speaker of your house' 
yesterday here in Capetown, a woman,:and I have met women prime ministers and presidents 
around the world who come out of a p~rliamentary system. And I have nb real answer to this, 

. but a few suggestions which reflect ho~ difficult it is in our country, I believe. In a . 
parliamentary system, whether it's Margaret Thatcher or Indira Gandhi or Golda Meir or any of' 
the other countless women in this centufy who have succeeded to the highest political position in 

I 

.,I 


