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I am delighted to welcome each of you to the White House. Today, lam pleased to 
announce the Prescription for Readil}g Part~ership, a new nationai effort which we believe will 
make an imp0I1ant ditference in the lives of children and families all across our country. Through 
this partnership, pediatricians, hospit,als, health centers, book publishers, libraries and literacy 
organizations, many of whom are represented in this room, have pledged to work together to 
encourage and enable more parents across our country read to their children regularly. 

As many of you know, this is a crucial task. New research has shown that talking and 
reading to infants and toddlers is vital to their neurological, intellectual, and emotional 
development. Time spent sharing a favorite book with a child -- even a newborn -- strengthens 

. the bond between a parent and child) prepares him or her for reading, and literally helps a baby's 
brain grow. 

Unfortunately, too many chil~ren are still missing this early stimulation. Over the years I 
.. have heard parents -- parents who clfarly want to do everything they can for their children -- tell 

me they never really talked to their b~bies because they thought the infants were too young to ( 
understand what they were saying. I've met parents who believed that they could not read well 
enough to read a book to a child. 

We have to help parents understand that, no matter their educational level or reading 
ability, they can stimulate their children's emotional and intellectual growth by talking to and 
reading to their children, even when they stumble over a few words here or there. Most likely, 
their children won't even notice. But they will notice the power of reading and books to take 
them on fascinating adventures and introduce them to interesting ideas. 

Today's initiative was inspired by the national Reach Out and Read program and the 
American Library Association's Born to Read program. Both efforts recognized the vital role the 
medical community (;:ould play in en90uraging parents to read to their infants and toddlers. 
Doctors are often the lir!:;! professionals our children see on a regular basis, While parents may 
not take a child to a library or a presphool program until he or she is three, they will most likely 
take a child to a doctor or a Ilurse fo:r vaccinations and checkups. These regular visits present 
medical professionals with illlpollan~ opPollunities to instill good reading and learning habits -
along with good health habits -- in parents and children. 

So it makes sense for our eloctors and health professionals to use their authority and 
influence -- yes, those white uniform's and stethoscopes -- to "prescribe" daily reading to young· 
patients and their parents during eve!)' visit. Research has shown that these prescriptions are 
followed: Parenrs and children who !are given books by their doctors are more likely to read 



aloud at home. 

When I first heard about the* efforts to "prescribe" reading and provide books to low
income families, I was very impressed. I realized that it was an idea that could easily be brought 
to many more children and parents if! communities all across our country. So I wrote about it in 
my book and in Time magazine, talked about it in visits to hospitals, and, earlier this year, invited 
representatives from the health, libr~i-y and publishing communities to come to the White House 
to discuss ways to make this a truly ~ational effort. 

The national Prescription for Reading Partnership is the result of these discussions. With 
the leadership of Reach Out and Read, Scholastic, Inc. and First Book, as well as the hard work 
of so many others represented here, we have built a diverse coalition of organizations who have 
pledged to make this idea a reality in;doctors' offices, hospitals and health clinics across the 
country. 

These commitments come jh~m the worlds of publishing, medicine, health, and even, 
television. And I'd like to take a few moments to highlight some of them: 

• The American Academy of Pydiatrics will formally recommend to its 53,000 members that 
they make prescribing reading part of standard pediatric care and well-child visits. They 
have also agreed to provide tl.leir members with specially-designed reading prescription 
pads - slightly smaller versions of the one in this room. 

• The Reach Out and Read Nat,ional Training Center at Boston Medical Center will train 
10,000 pediatricians and pediatric residents by the year 2000 to implement the program in 
their communities. Under th¢ Reach Out and Read program, volunteers read to children 
in waiting rooills while health' care providers prescribe reading, use books in well-child 
exams, and give books to children at the end of each visit. 
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• The National Association of Community Health Centers' 950 members will implement 
Reach Out and Read programs in centers serving a total of one million parents and 
children by the year 2000. In a similar effort, the National Association of Children's 
Hospitals and Related Institutions will challenge its members to triple the number of 
hospitals using Reach Out An~ Read. 

• Scholastic, Inc., has promised: to contribute 100,000 new books to health care 
professionals and clinics partieipating in the Reach Out and Read or the Born to Read 
programs. Scholastic's pledgy is pal1 of its already-announced commitment to provide 
one million books \0 the Presi'dent's America Readschallenge. The company has also 
promised to match nc\\; donations to the Partnership with additional books. 

• In addition to working tirelessly to bring all oftoday's groups together, First Book, a non
profit organiz.ation dedicated ~o providing disadvantaged children with their own books, 
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has also donated 100,000 books to the effort. 

• 	 Another publishing company, Random House, will contribute 5,000 books a month for 
twelve months to Reach Out and Read 

• 	 The American Lib'raIY Associ,alion will work with the nation's 16,000 public libraries to 
establish Born to Read progr~ms with health professionals in their communities. And let 
me add my own call to ollr counuy'shealth clinics and libraries to work together to make 
sure every child has books tOlread and people to read to them. 

• 	 The National Association of <Chain Drug Stores and the National Community Pharmacists 
Associationwill distribute reading tips and suggested book titles to parents who visit their 
pharmacies. 

• 	 I'd also like to thank the Assqciatiol1 of American Publishers, The American Booksellers 
Association, The Annie E. Casey Foundation, Irving Harris and the Harris Foundation of 
Chicago, Mellon Trust, the Dj'eyfus Corporation, Reading Is Fundamental and ABC 
Television for their individual commitments to the Partnership. 

These cOlllmitments are just the beginning. I have no doubt the Partnership, which seems 
to be growing everYc!,IY, will also help our children grow and develop their full potential to learn, 
to feel, to comll1unic,ite and relate to others. It will also bring us a giant step closer to answering 
the President's America Reads challet'lge to make sure that every child can read independently by 
the end of third grade. Early reading ,at home, in the comfort ofa parent's lap, is some of the 
most important preparation a child cap have for reading in school. That's why the President has 
made the Parents as First Teachers Gl"ants a vital part of the America Reads Challenge proposal. 

But let's remember that it WOll't take just parents, but all of us to make sure every child 
reaches his or her full potential. I thank all of you for recognizing the important roles you could 
play in bringing books into more hOIll~S, preparing children for the future and serving your 
communities. 

Tomorrow, leading neurosciebtists, pediatricians, child development specialists, child care 
providers, business and religious leaders from across the country will be gathering here to discuss 
the new and exciting scientific discoveries about the brain and early childhood development. One 
of the primary goals or the White HOllse Conference is to find ways to put the research to 
practical use, and 10 call npon all sect6rs of society to make sure our children benefit from this 
new knowledge. I believe that the Prescription for Reading Partnership is one of the best answers 
to that cail. . It is a wonderful way to~egin our conference. . , 

Now I'd like to iiltroduce Dr. Robert Hanneman, President of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 
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