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MRS. CLINTON: ~- 1 wantito thank Dr. Elder and thank all ofy6u for the expe"rtise 
and leadership you bring to the field of child development. The work you do is vitally important, 
not only in promoting a greater tmder~tanding of our children and how they develop but in . 
strengthening our understanding and tre connection between research, public policy, and people's 
everyday lives. 

:. 
 . . . 


j've had a chance to look thro'ugh the book that has been produced for this biannual 
conference -- and 1 know you haven't been in Washington, D.C., since, 1 believe, the 1930s -~ but 
given the number of topics and prese~ters,it seems like you are more than making up for the fact 
that you have not been here for some iime. The range of topics that you are addressing and the 

I 

research that you are discussing touc~es on every aspect of children and families and the 
environments in' which they grow andidevelop. . 

Many years ago, it seems to me now, when I was in law school, I had the chance to 
study children at the Yale Child Study; Center in New Haven, Connecticut. I was privileged to 
work with many experts in the field of psychiatry and psychology and development and social 
work and medicine. And 1 was particularly privileged to work with one of the pioneers in the 
field of infant behavior, Dr. Sally Pro~ence. I still have vivid memories of the gentle and subtle 
ways that Dr. Province would elicit i~formation from parents and infants to help establish better 
patterns of relating to' children. And:1 would stand sometimes behind the one-way mirror, 
watching her work, thinking to myself, how can we know so much about these babies? How can 

. . . I 

we draw from their gestures and their; patterns of relationships such lessons? That was before 1 
myself was a mother. 

Later on in the work that 1 have done with children's organizations, such as the Carnegie. 
Council on Children and others, 1 ha~e been interested in watching how experts, such as 
yourselves, have applied the knowledge that you have learned from research to public policy, 
and that has become one of my abidirlg interests. How do we take what you have developed 

• through research and apply it in the ~ublic policy arena? 1 think that that is a question that . 
certainly should be on the minds of anyone who takes seriously Dr. Elder's challenge about the 

. I . 



'. state of children in our country, We h1ave made a lot of progress in many areas, 


Certainly, if you look at the pr10gress that has been made in infant mortality -- eradicating 

childhood diseases like measles or polio, developing and releasing new drugs and therapies, 
making it better known to the general public what are the conditions of child rearing that are 
more likely than not to benefit a child's development -- one can see a very clear nexus between 
medical science and research and poli4y .. I don't know that we could have made as much 
progress in our understanding of certain hazards that affect the lives of children -- whether those 
hazards be lead or tobacco or alcohol :or illegal drugs -- without basic research. We are also 
beginning to understand how violence is a public health epidemic, and the steps that need to be 
taken to try to protect our children froin it. 

In so many areas the research 'that you and your colleagues do every day enharices our 
teaching methods for children with :Ie~rning disabilities; outlines the benefits of everything from 
educational television programming to: friendship to nutrition; gives us new tools for devising 
care and services for infants, toddlers, : young children, adolescents; helps us strengthen programs, 
whether they be child care or Head St~rt or school programs, aimed at providing better 
conditions toward a child's developme~t. 

• 
In short, science and research ,need social policy. And social policy needs science and 

research, and needs scientists and .resea:rchers. There has to be a relationship so thaI the work 
that you do and that you report at thiJ conference doesn't just stayin a room like this but is able 

' 

to inform public debate far beyond these walls . 
I 

I have seen for myself in the ~rogra:ms that I've worked with how using the benefits of 
science and research can make a difference. Dr. Elder mentioned one program that I've been 
involved/with called the Home Instru4tion Program for Pre-School Youngsters-- the acronym 
HIPPy -- which I always get a kick oDt of saying. (Laughter.) Some of you may know that it's a 
program which started with research 'itt Hebrew University in Israel. And using data from 
research on immigrants to Israel who-{vere exposed to many of the same socialconditions as 
those who had lived there longer but Were not progressing as well in school, researchers devised 
a program to begin to work with the parents' of such youngsters to increase the confidence of 
parents; primarily mothers, in their ca~acity to be their child's first teacher, to begin to lay the 
foundation for the acquisition of acad:emic skills. And in country after country ,we've seen that 
programs like this, if properly administered, can make a difference not only in the preparation of 

I 

a child but in the increased competen¢e of a parent. 

There are many such efforts that we could mention that researchers have devised that 
have helped to improve the quality of! life for our children, our families and our communities, So 
I thank you and commend you for bu!Iding on the rich legacy of the SRCD and providing this 
opportunity to showcase some of the iatest advances in children's research. What I hope is that, 

. this work will continue to inform scie~ntists, decision-makers, child care providers, individual 
parents as we seek to create more pro,mising conditions for the growth and development of our 
children. 



. ;, , 

We do face many challenges. ,on the one hand, there have been advances and greater 
llnderstanding in how a child deveiops.l On the other hand, we know that, given the necessary 
prerequisites for healthy development) we are falling short in many'respects, in many 
communities. And' we must have a imi~ed effort that involves every level of society in addressing 

. the needs of children and putting to u~e the information that we have. 
, .;. I ' 

, 

I think it's espe~ially importan~ that we continue with the federal government's historic 
support ofbasic research. (Applause.) All too often skeptics wonder why the government 
should invest in research instead of leiving research to the private. sector. Yet we know that 
, • ' I 

goverriment support is essential to the kind of progress that we have already made and that we 
must continue to make on behalf ofcHildren, both in the scientific and public policy arenas. 

I 
This is especially important wfuen we talk about the issues that you are concerned with. 

I , 

The federal government contributes mbre than 90 percent of the funding for children's research 
in this country. Since 1993, funding fdr: children's he'llth research has increased by 25 percent. 
from the federal government. And w~ have seen some fruits already of that investment.. Without ' 

r , federal support we simply would not b¢ where we are today in terms of our understanding of , 
, child development. 

• 
As unfashionable as it is in soilie quarters today to suggest that government has any 

virtues at all -- (laughter) -- I believe that government, and in particular the federal governinimt, 
can be instrumental in funding researcH that leads to better understanding ofchildren's needs and 
in adopting policies shaped by that scibntific knowledge. I also believe that the government can 
help people apply your research in pradtical ways that better their lives. 

I ' 

I 

Research, for example, now c~nfirms what many ofour own parents and grandparents ' 
knew intuitively all along -- that huggiAg a baby and reading to a child or singing and talking to a 

,I , 

child has an impact on that child's wel,-being, What our parents and grandparents and the vast 
majority of u's did not know until recently is just how great an impact those activities' have o'ri 
actual brain development. Clearly, thJ latest research from neuroscience is a very exciting step 
in our understanding of how children grow in their earliest years. , 

, I· 

j 

But the information coming frbm our laboratories and our. clinical studies is essentially 
useless if parents and caregivers and t~achers and doctors and lawmakers and others who have an 
impact on children don't have any clu~ about that basic information nor what to do with it. ' 

. " 

As ~ome of you may know, th~ President and I will host a' conference at the White 
House later this month o~ early childh60d development and learning. Our goal is to help spread 
the word about· new research on the d~velopment ofthe brain in the earliest years. And'to take 
this extraordinary information and expI,ore how ,we translate it into our everyday actions affectirig 
children. 

I 

The White House conference will bring together leading neuroscientists, pediatricians, 
and child deyelopment specialists --in6Iuding some ofyou in this room -- with child care 
providers, business and religious lead+s and others who are putting this knowledge to practice, 



• It is an important sta'rting point, a first: step. But much work will have to be done to ensure that 
parents and caregivers who need this ipformation actually get it and know how to make use of it. 

, 
I 

I am still constantly surprised, jwhen I speak with people that I meet as I travel around 
the country about their young infants, !how many of them still.do not know that reading to ~p 
infant, singing to an infant, talkirig to ah infant -- all of that is feeding that young child's " 
development. I still have people say to me, well, why would I talk to him? He can't talk back. 
And it's not that the person who says that is in any way resistant to helping a child; it's that that 
is not something that they've ever been' told. So we will do our best to tell as many people as 
possible about why what many of us d'id because we liked doing it and thought it was good for 

I 

our children turned out after all to be essential. 
I 
i 

But we have to be vigilant abdut how this information is used, because for all the good . 
ideas that new research brings, it is al~ays subject to manipUlation, oversimplification, and 
misinterpretation. One of my great fea:rs, for example, about this research concerning the brain is 
that parents who are doing their best to raise children, often under difficult circumstances, will 
feel even more guilt and anxiety becau~e they aren't sure if they are doing everything that the 
research should ask them to do, 

. .' I 
I am reminded of a man I know who became so obsessed after reading in a popular 

• 
. magazine about how synapses developlthat he determined he would read two books to his young 
son/every night -- and he raced through the material without ever giving the child a chance to 
look at the pictures or ask questions a~oui the story and couldn't understand why his son was not 
enjoying this experience at all. (Laugnter.) And speaking with some of us, as he described what 
had turned into a forced march toward: reading, and we asked him questions about what it was he 
was hoping to get out of this experien~e with his son, it became clear that instead of a loving; 
nurturing, stimulating experience, it haFt become a tense obligation for them both. 

! 

So there is one anecdotal piec~ ofevidence of someone who heard about brain 
I . 

development, applied what he thought ;would be the appropriate approach, and learned quickly 
that that is not what we're talking aboOt. . 

\. 

It's very important that, as exciting as new discoveries about early brain development 
are, that the early years are not seen as the only important time in a child's life. We know, from 
your research and from reading vari04s reports like the excellent Carnegie Foundation Reports 
"Starting Points" and "Years ofPromi~e" and "Great Transitions," that children do not exist in a . , 
vacuum 0 f tIme. : 

Many of you in your own res~arch have shown that children need interaction, 
engagement, and stimulation every day and every year of their lives, arid that they can profit from 
that. It will do our children little good if we only care about promoting cognitive development 
until the age of three and then pretend ,that all learning is over and done with, To fully 
understand a child's development, we .must explore the dynamics of development during each 
stage of life -- from birth, through adolescence, and On to adulthood. And we should be willing , 

http:still.do


• to invest ·in young people at every step of their development. 

I was reminded of that forcefuJly during my recent trip to Africa, when I was privileged 
to spend time with President Ma~dela on Robben Island, where he had been imprisoned for 27 
years. He talked to me about how the' political prisoners who were educated would take time to 
teach prisoners who were not. They W:ould all work in a lime quarry from early in the morning 
until sundown and, because they were ,working they had more freedom than when they were in 
their cells or eating or taking exercise.' So they would be using the opportunity of the sand and 
the quarry to be showing these other p,risoners letters, and then to be talking with them about 
learning. And so many of the prisoners who carne into the prison illiterate left literate, including 
one man who now holds a high positioh in the government. . . ' 

I 

Clearly,learningdoesn't stop,hnd all of us have an opportunity to continue to promote 
, learning. And even with our emphasis; on early childhood, we need to make clear that all people 

deserve a chance to learn and develop, :and that although we should put more resources and 
I' " 

attention on the earliest years, that should not be the only place that we place emphasis. I 
imagine that there will be some people who upon hearing about the importance of reading and 
talking to infants and toddlers will wo~der whether mothers and f~thers should immediately quit 
their jobs to stay horne with their children and read to them all day. Some parents may~ I'm sure, 
begin to second-guess their own pers~nal and professional choices. 

• 
Here again, a combination of r.esearch and common sense ought to be our guide. As we 

will learn tomorrow from the results of, the National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development StUdy about child care, it does make a different to the cognitive development of 
children if they are in a nurturing, stimOlating child care environment. 

I 

But what does this mean in practice? It means that all children need love, attention, 
I 

stimulation, and discipline no matter \\{hat settings they are in, whether it's with their own parents, 
baby sitters, caregivers, preschool teac~ers, neighbors, or relatives. I have seen examples, as I'm 
sure many of you have over the years, bf parents who work full-time and sometimes double-time 
and still manage to give their children the love and support they need for healthy development. 
And I've seen parents who stay horne all day and are uninvolved, inattentive, and emotionally 
divorced from the children they are raising. j 

The same can be said for child care. There is a huge chas'm of quality among child care 
providers, from the most nurturing and stimulating caregivers to those who fall far short of the 
mark. I 

So I hope that rather than further confusing parents on these sensitive issues, we will 
help them by using this new research in ways that are sensible and appropriate to their own family 
circumstances. There is so much we c~n do together by taking the resultS of your work, 
translating it into language that averag~ parents can understand, making sure it is disseminated 
widely to people who have responsibility for children, and challenging decision-makers in, 
business and government, academia, r~ligion, every aspect of our life together, to apply what we· 

I ' , 

know helps children's development in ~ll that we do. ., 
I 
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I know that among those partibpating in this conference are many established veterans 
ofchildren's research, as well as some of you who are just embarking on careers. 'To those of 
you who have devoted your lifetimes to expanding our understanding of children, we are 
grateful for your ongoing commitment and for the wisdom and expertise you continue to lend us. 

, And to those ofyou who are new to t~e profession, we are encouraged by your decision to 
commit yourselves to this important field, and we eagerly await your contributions in the years 
ahead. . I 

i. 

The child development research community is making a profound contribution to the 
future well-being ofour country. J~st las your work has inspired me and many others who have 
watched it and, followed it from outsid~ the profession, you can't open new vistas for people 
everywhere. And as you gatherto discuss your research in all its rich, technical complexity, 
please consider too its implications for; public policy and the everyday lives of families. It is not 
always easy to take research and apply 'it to the public policy arena. And certainly the complexity 

, of what you study and the r'esults that you achieve may not always fit into a sound bite for the 
nig~t1y TV news. 

But I hope that you will contin~e to search for ways to transiate your work into 
information that IS readily available andl usable in many different venues. We need that now as 
much as ever. I think there is a greatei attention to the needs of children than there has been. 
We are ,embarking in our country on many changes -- welfare reform being but one that I could 
mention -- that will have profound ifQp,lications on how children develop. We need your 
expertise; we need your earlywarning~ignals; we need your advice. 

" I ','
And so I would ask you not olily to continue your research for the sake of developing 

the body of knowledge that is availablJto experts but to do whatever you can to make sure that 
information is available to all of us. This is, I believe, a moment in time to intensifY our 
commitment to understanding child development as deeply as possible and to use that emerging 
knowledge to the benefit of all of our ~hildren., " 

: 

It is an exciting time to be studying development with all of the breakthroughs in ' 
.research that have already occurred and that are on the brink of occurring. And it will be a great 
test of our political will, of our humanity, of our understanding of how we are all inextricably 
connected to see whether or not we tak'e what we know works for children and apply it, and that 
we make sure that it is not just the chil~ren of people like us who benefit from the information 
that is available, but that we work to m~ke society more attentive to the needs of children and 

, I 

parents who might otherwise be left be,hind, 
, 

The two weeks that I justspen~ in Africa was exhilarating, challenging, exciting, 
sometimes depressing, but I felt at the ~nd'ofthat trip that it wasn't only in our country or in 
advanced countries that people were beginning to focus on the next generation in a way that 
perhaps we hadn't for the last couple of decades. Whether I was in a classroom in Soweto with 
young boys and girls who were learning English; or in a school in Kampala, Uganda, with 74 
eight-year-olds in a classroom because the. country ha's committed itself to increasing school '. 



•• 
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, 
enrollment, and in the sPl:!-ce of less than a year has increased enrollment by more than 2 million; 
or whether I was in the newest countrY in Mrica, Eritrea, talking with men and women who had 
spent 30 years fighting for their indepehdence, and hearing how what their doing is investing in 
education and health care for children i__ I felt that there was 'a commitment to what is really 
important among many of the people I ;had a chance to meet. 

I feel the same when I travel in our own country: that there are many people who look 
at what is happening in the economy,{,.,ho look at the changes that have gone on in the family, 
who understand the challenges that w6 are facing socially, and who are committed to making it 
possible for more children to be produ~tive and successful in their development. 

And what we have to do --i those of you who care about the work you have 
committed yourselves to and those of us who want to trarislate your work into practical 
application -- is to be relentless in speJking about and standing up for the needs of children, and 
doing all we can to take what works a~d spread it as widely as possible. . 

As we move toward this new century -- my husband is very fond of saying we do not 
have a person to waste -- and we must· believe that, we must act one it. And you can provide an 
enormous amount of inspiration and irlformation to make sure that we do. . 

: J 

Thank you for what you're doi~ng on behalf of children. And please make sure that what 

• 
you know IS broadly known so that all ! the rest of us can try to make sure we leave no child 
behind. Thank you very much. (Appl~use.) 

END 
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