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Thankyou and I am delighted ,to join all ofyou in launching this ~onderful video. I want 
to congratulate the National PTA, the' National Cable Television Association, HBO, and Cable in 

I " 
the Classrooms for making "Taking Charge ofYour TV" possible. Let me thank the Arilerican 

I ," 

Academy ofPediatrics and American ;Medical Assodation for sharing your expertise with the 
producers cifthis video. 

And though she couldn't be ~th us today, I want to thank Rosie (YbonneH for taking the 
time to make this video. I also want ~o thank her for using her very popular'talk show ~- which I 
had the pleasure ofappearing on not too long ago ""'- to demonstrate to hef colleagues in the TV 
industry that family-friendly programming can indeed enjoy ratings succes·s. " 

I have been following the"progress ofthe Family and Community Critical Viewing 
Project for quite some time now and k.m very pleased that through this new vioeo, many more 
parents across our country will gain ~nother important tool in their efforts to iilake more informed 
television viewing choices and to tea4h their children to be smarter, more C'f'it:ical TV viewers. ' 

Like it or not, television is a (act oflife. It is one ofihe most infl~'eiitJa:i forces of bur time. 
Hundreds of channels with everything from up-to-the minute news to 24 hou;'...:a-day weather ' ~. 
reports to violent movies to manipul~tive and suggestive commercials are just a click of the 
remote control button away. And td our children -:... most of whom will watch 25,000 hours of 
television by the time he or she turns, 18 -..: television can transmit values, behaviors, and ideas 
that can undermine any parent's best:efforts to raise healthy, compassionat>e arid well-adjusted 
children. ' 

Since the 1950s, a steady str~am of articles, books and studies have (f6tumented the harm 
television does to children. We knot, for instance, that saturating young rniji~S with increasingly 
graphic and sensational depictions of violence prevents them from developitfg the emotional and 
psychological tools they need to deai with the threat and the reality of violence. Shootings, ' 
beatings, even killings begin to seem' normal and, in' an odd way, painless. Children become 
numbed -- "desensitized"-- to viole~ce. And in some cases, such media images have encouraged 
antisocial behaviors. 

For some years now, parents; have felt powe'r1ess against this media·han-age. But'thanks in 
part to the leadership of the National PTA and the other organizations reptesehtedhere, we have 
witnessed several positive steps to help parents shield their children from television's negative 
influences while taking advantage o£the medium's educational potential. The President and 
Vice-President have worked hard to: make sure that all new television sets'will he equipped with a 
V -chip that allows parents to block out objectionable programming. At the White House 
Conference on Children's Televisiori.in July,broadcasters agreed to air at le1l'st three hours of 
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educational children's programming 'every week. Arid the eritertairunerit 'in'chrs-trY has just begun 
implementing the ratings system promised last year at a White HOlfse sumii'litofTV executives, -.-', But there's much more to do. Papers :need to carry these ratings and parent's rl'eed to test them 

, and let us know if they work, so that when the V -chip is activated next ye'af, Hi'e ratings system 
will be useful and appropriate. 

While this is just a beginning, I: am optimiStic that ifwe all remain vigilant and learn to use 
it wisely, television can eventually become an ally in our efforts to educate olff children. There is 
already much programming on public television and on cable channels such as Nickelodeon and 
the Discovery Chaimel that can help prepare our children for the challenge's'of school. We need 
to take advantage ofand encourage more of these efforts. 

Over the past few months, I've been speakirig out as part ofa national effort to raise 

awareness about the importance of stimulating a child's intellectual, neurologIcal, and emotional 

capacities during his or her earliest ye~rs. I've been telling p'a'l'erlts that they c'an accomplish this 

by reading aloud and talking to our infants and toddlers. 


And for our older children, we need to make sure that watching televisi6n is less ofa 
passive activity. When we watch television with out children, we can ask tl1e'rh why characters act 
as they do and help them to distinguish between res'ponsible and irresponsible 'acts. We can get 
them to talk about how the families on :television are different from theirs and from other families 
they know. And we can relate televisic~n to reai-life situations. When Rose~hh'eand Dan fret over 
the bills because Dan's business is going under, for example, we can explaiil'to our children that 
sometimes parents need to figure out Ways to make sure they can meet all their responsibilities. 

So I thank you for helping parehts to become more media~literate afi'd for providing them 
with this essential tool for reasserting their authority over what enters their 'own h·ouseholds. I 
encourage you to continue pressing for,improvements in what our children' see and hear, to 
continue working to transform one oft~e most influential forces of our time into acertain force 
for good. . ' .' 
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