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FIRST LADY: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

REMARKS TO:THE SIXTH CONFERENCE OF 


WIVES OF HEADS OF STATE AND OF GOVERNMENTS OF THE AMERICAS 

LA PAZ. BOLIVIA 


DECEMBER 3. 1996 


President and Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada, First Ladies and 
special envoys representing the nations of the Western , 
Hemisphe~e, and distinguished guests: 

• 

It is a great pleasur~ for m~ to be in La Paz and to join 
you for this ann,ual conference. I particularly want to thank 
Mrs. Sanchez de Lozada for her leadership on behalf of women-·' 
especially her work to promote safe motherhood, education, and to 
reduce domestic violence -- and for extending to all of us a warm 
welcome this week . 

I know that, as in th;e past, this gathering will provide new 
insights and fresh inspiration as we work to expand opportunities 
for women, children, and f~milies in North,Central, South 

,America and the Caribbean ~egion.I am also pleased to note that 
Vice President Gore will be in Santa Cruz in a few days 
representing the United States government at what promises to be 
a significant hemispheric meeting on sustainable development. 

This is my first trip to Bolivia, but I, have long felt a 
special connection to this, country. Little Rock, the capital of 
my home state of Arkansas,: is a sister city of' Santa Cruz in what 
is called the Eastern Boli:via-Arkansas partn'ership. This 
partnership has initiated pultural, professional and health 
exchanges that have benefi'tted the people in both of our 
count~ies. So I am espec~ally delighted finally to be in Bolivia 
after all these years. 

Many Bolivians have made their mark on my country. I am 

proud to say that presiden;t Clinton named a woman who was born 

and raised here in La Paz, Maria Otero, to be the Chair of the 
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• Board of the Inter-American Foundation. That foundation funds 
grassroots development in the region, and Maria is with me today. 

i1'm also pleased to IDe here at a time of such hope and 
promise for women, children and families across the Americas and 
around the .world. A few days ago, I returned from a trip with my 
husband to Australia, the Philippines and Thailand,' and at each 
stop I had the chance to ~alk to diverse groups of women -- from 
government leaders to gra~sroots activists to teenage school' 
girls. And I was reminded once again, no matter where we find 
ourselves in the world t09ay, bur aspirations and concerns are 
fundamentally the same. 

Thanks in part to the agenda set at the United Nations Fourth 
World Conference on Women in Beijing, as well as the conferences 
of ,this group in Miami, a~d Asuncion and elsewhere, the status of 
women is improving in many countries. 

• 
In the Philippines last week, I had the opportunity along 

with Mro. Frei to speak to 15,000 women and girls in Manila. 
Some had traveled for days by boat and car to celebrate the 
Beijing Agenda and just a~ we 'are doing today, they came together 
to renew their commitment to women's rights -- and to ensure that 
every woman and girl has access to the tools of opportunity: 
health care, education, jqbs and credit, legal protections and 
the right to participate fully in the political life of their 
countries. ' 

In the 15 months since Beijing, we have seen advances on 
every continent. In country after country, governments, non
governmentalorganization~1. businesses and corporations, and 
individual citizens are b~ginning to recognize that elevating the 
stat~s of w9men and girls in society is essential to progress and 
prosperity. That is the same whether we are talking about the 

, I 

East, the West, the North;or the South; there is a growing 
appreciation of women's contributions inside and outside of th~ 
home -and a greater unde:tstanding that everyone in society . 
benefits. when women are allowed to claim the 'political, economic, 
social, and civic power t~eyare due. 

I 

The Western Hemisphere is no exception. In Panama, the 
family code has been reformed, giving women more say in alimony, 
child support and child c~stody cases. The country's new Law 27 
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I 

on Intra-Family Violence 8riminalizes certain forms of domestic 
violence. In Colombia, ·m~n and women now have equal weight in 

I
determining divorce. In ~l Salvador and Peru, new institutions• 

, 

have been established to address issues relating to women's 
. I 

development. In Guatemala, a national university has created 
scholarships for indigeno~B women to study political science. 

Jamaica's Gold Stree~'program, which addresses teen violence 
and adolescent pregnancy, :has become a model that the United 
States is using to confio~t the same issues in the city of 

I 

Baltimore. In Brazil, women are now. entitled to free breast·and 
I . 

uterine exams. And in Chile, the government has committed it f 
to tackling AIDS and adolescent pregnancies and to expanding 
educational opportunities: 

I 

for girls. And here in Bolivia, as 
part of the President's plans, the Plan de Todos, special efforts 
are being made to reach O~lt to the indigenous population. 

From the northernmos¢ reaches of Canada to the southern tip 
of South America, women are pushing governments to lift the veil 

I 

• 
of secrecy that for too l~ng has concealed the tragic crime Of 
domestic violence. I mentioned the legal advances in Panama. 
Another grOund-breaking d6mestic violence law was passed in 
Ecuador, creating Family ~ourts that are empowered to separate an 
abusive spouse from the h6me. In Costa Rica, police officers 

I . 

receive special training on how to handle domestic violence 
I 

cases. In my own countrYiwe recently launched a·national hotline 
for victims of domestic violence which has already received 
50,000 calls. : 

, 
Looking across our re~ion, we also see progress on the goals 

that this group outlined at our previous meetings. Those goals 
to eliminate meas.les from: the hemisphere, reduce maternal 
mortalitYI and promote ed~cation reform are making progress. 
Since 1995, our region ha~ witnessed a 63 percent decline in 
measles. We have seen th~ 

I 
Partnership for the Revitalization of 

Education in the Americas: launch new efforts to expand 
educational opportunities! in six countries. And while the· tragic 
problem of maternal mortatity continues to haunt us, we know that 
progress will come if we focus more energy and resources on this 
issue. 

I 

, 
It is clear that pioneering efforts are underway across the 

'I ' . 

Americas to improve condi~ions for women and.girls. Earlier 
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• 
today in La Paz, I visited with Ximena, Banco Sol, the only 

commercial bank in the wo~ld and the largest that speciali'zes in 
microenterprise right her~. I spoke to women whose lives had 
been transformed because they had received a modest loan to start 
selling vegetables in the market, to start making skirts. Not 
only had they become economically self-sufficient, they had begun 
to lift their families out of poverty and improve the economies 
of their communities. We met one woman ,in the market who is 
caring for her six orphan :grandchildren because of the loaps thrtt 
she had received. I have 'seen the same encouraging results-at 
FINCA, a micro-lending enterprise that I visited in Managua, 
Nicaragua. I've,visited ~ comparable enterprise in Santiago and 
I have seen it in my own qountry. 

In La Paz today I al~o visited new and expectant mothers at 
a primary health care center run by an NGO, PROSALUD. The 28 
PROSALUD clinics offer prenatal care and family planning services 
that have resulted in saf~r pregnancies and deliveries and, in 
some casco, have caved liv.es. 

This is but one piece of the nationwide effort here in 
Bolivia to promote saf~ mdtherhood and family planning so that 
women and girls are educated about their own health and their own 
reproductive options. 

Although the rate is far too high, Bolivia's success 6ver the 
past five years at reducing maternal mortality otters a model for 
the world of how one nation has responded to a serious health 
crisis and galvanized the .governme'nt, non-governmental 
organizations, and the me~ical communities. I wish to commend 
the President and the Vide President for their leadership in 
this very important ,effort. 

It is worth noting that Bolivia undertook this campaign not 
only as a way to reduce maternal mortality, but also to reduce 
the increasing rate of abortion. without access to family 
planning, women often turn in d8QP@r~tion to illegal, unsafe 
abortion procedures that account for h~lf of all maternal deaths 
in this count~y. Deaths from abortion complicationR"rtre 
responsible for from 30 t9 70 percent of maternal mortality in 
our hemisphere, depending 'on the country. 
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 Here, in Brazil, and in other places around the globe, I have 

seen examples of how investments in family planning improve 
maternal health and the w~ll-being of families as well as ~educe 
the number of abortions. The United States has supported family 
planning efforts, including Bolivia's. However, as you may know, 
some members of the Uniteq States Congress have voted to limit 
American support for family planning tiatives. My husband's 
Administration remains committed to encouraging a continuation of 
these investments, which ~epresent a sensible, cost-effective and 

I " ,
long-range strategy for improving women's health and for lowering 
the rate of abortion. Anq 

I 

for my part, I will certainly remember 
and share the powerful stories I have heard around the world to 
explain why these programs are critical. 

Education is also critical. It is inextricably tied to how 
women and children achieve progress. Children pf illiterate 
mothers are twice as likely to die as those with mothers who are 
educated. So our efforts ;across the Western Hemisphere to 
educate girls and mothers will have a profound and concrete 
effect on women's health. The better educated a girl or woman 
is~ the healthier she is. The healthier she is, the healthier 
her family is. And all of ty stands to gain . 

• While some may dismiss the achievements of this conference 
and the conferences before or of the Beijing Agenda as merely 
"women's issues" that have no place on the front-burner of global 
politics~ I believe that ~ou here in Bolivia, and certainly your 
President and Vice President understand how they are part of 
sustainable development and progress. They represent a balancing 
of power that is just as crucial to the endurance of democracy as 
issues like trade, diplomacy and national security. Democracy, 
after alII requires the full participation of all citizens, 
including women. 

Arid today, we can ta~e heart knowing that democracy has 
replaced dictatorship aro'1nd the world and virtually throughout 
our own hemisphere. Building an~ sustaining democracy has always 
required a balance of power, a balance of public power, private 
economic power, and the power of civic society, t·hose formal and 
informal networks that bring people together., It is the balance 
of power that Bolivia has ,incorporated into its Popular 
Participation Law, and by idoing so, insured the further success 
of democracy. Whether we :succeed at achieving the balance of 
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• power is particularly imp<?rtant for women who despite the strides 
we have made, still find their voices silenced and their 
potential stymied in too many parts of the world. In country 
after country -- from the most advanced democracies to those 
newly emerging, from the most dynamic free market economies to 
those struggling in the face of rapid global change -- women are 
still striving to define and attain their rightful place in 
government, the economy, t.he civil society and throughout their 

I . 

lives. I 

Women are seeking balance in their lives and in their 
societies, and I am heartened that civic education is on the 
agenda of this conference. Teaching pe~ple about democratic 
values and· the importance of their participation in the political 
process is critical to sustaining democracy. When we look at 
what is happening in our hemisphe~e, when I look at what is 

I

happening in my own country, I see that the voices and votes of 
women can make a differen~e. If all of us believe in the God
given potential of each human being, then all of us should do 
what we can in our ·own ways and our own roles to further those 
vo~ces and that potential. 

• For all of the challenges that confront us on the eve of 
I . 

this new century I am opttmistic about our future. I am 
optimistic about our hemisphere and about our capacity to meet 
those challenges. And certainly, if there is one vision that 
should guide us, it is that of the young people who rely on us to 
leave them a world that encourages their dreams, nurtures their 
talents and respects their choices. That is really why we are 
gathe'red today - - most of' us in this auditorium have made most of 
the choices we will make that will.determine the course of Qur 
lives. It is up to us 

. 

to 
, 
determine how we provide the same 

opportunities for all of our sons and daughters. 

Building a better future fnr children, women, men, and 
families in the Western Hemisphere is not just the opportunity of 
government t it is the res~onsibility of all of us .. And I . thank 
you very much for being p~rt of meeting that responsibility and 
challenge. ' 

• 1 , >0.• 
6 


