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Question' 1 fro"m the audience at the AP Managing Editors 
Association Annual Confere~ce 09/18/96 
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You have spoken often orrth~'behalf of children however the 

changes in welfare law, appear to put children at'riskj how do 

you and your' husband reconc:ile this? Well, I think I start by 

saying that the existing we:lfare system is something that a lot. 

of us who care about children beli~ved had to be done for a 

variety of reasons, the welifare system as it has been operating 

was not serving a large number of children who were caught in 

generational poverty and though even the existing .welfare·system 

is primarily a stop gap meais.ure for the majority of people who 


. come on and off the welfare' roles for the hardcore welfare 
recipient and family who are caught in'that system. I don't think 
anyone could make to me a c;onyincing argument that we needed to 
continue doing what we were' doing. So the issue became how to 
change the existing welfare system in the welfare bill that the 
President signed I believe ihas some very ·importC!,nt. and positive 
features in it, whether yo'U,'are looking at trying to put a time 
certain ,for the end of welfa:r:e, increasing childcare. support, .' 
'increasing child support e~forcement, there's, alot in that , "C' 

~elfare bill which the President has advocated ever since he got ,,' , . 
involved in welfare reform Iwhenhe was the governor of Arkansas. 
And there are features in that welfare bill which are not ones 
that the president thinks are going to be beneficial for anybody, 

.and particularly for childien. But I think when you look at what 

the president w~s faced. with which was a commitment to end ' 

welfare as we, know itwhic~ I support and which he has championed 

for years, along with some !of the feat:;.ures which he had ,fought 

hard .for,and with.thi? removal from the existing bill, the 

features he had found most objectionable. in·the previous bills 

·that he had vetoed, on ba14nce, I think signing that welfare bill 

will open the door to the kind of welfare reform that can make a 

rear difference in people's 'lives. 'Now is that,going to be easy, 

no. But no welfare bill implementation; no matter what its 

provisions, was ever going,to be ·doneeasily. Its going to take a 

lot of hard work over the f;lext months and years :working with. 

states and cities; workingiat the federal government level to 

implement welfare correctly as best we can. It's also going to 

take some humility and hon~sty about what works .and what doesn't 

work. Already we're beginning to hear from the very states which 


'argued strongly in favor of increased-state control, pleas for 
more authority, more money; more guidance. I think that's a very 
important step for a lot of states to take. It was merely a , 
political discussion befor~ and.now it is real and everybody'is' 
going to have to. play clos~' attention to the impact' of this bill 
but I, as a person who.car~s deeply about what' happens to the 
children who are on welfare, I believe that unbalanced signing 
the .bill to start thispro~ess assuming.we can be humble and 
honest enough to evaluate it as it goes along to correct mistakes 
and to moye to make sure that any problems in·it are brought to 
public attention which we {..,ill look to you to help us do was the 
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,better of the alternatives !facing the President. So~ it's not 
going to be an easy task but I think it's an important one for 

, , ,!

the country to' get started 'on. And the second thing 'I would say, 
it also changes the discussion people will no longer be able to 
end every argument about what should be done to provide jobs in 
inner cities or improve in~er city schools or .the" multitude 6f 
other things that· need to be addressed in every community in this 
country by just throwing t~eir'hands up in disgust at the welfare" 
system. That excuse is: over. Everybody who has ever cussed the 
welfare system now has a r6le to play in making sure welfare 
recipients are given the opportunities they need to move off of 
welfare. That means businesses ,can look to some of the state 
experiments where business~s took.welfare checks and used it as a 
wage subsidy an experiment;that'is proving very beneficial for 
both employers and new employees. That means ,churches· and other 
community institutions can;look to see how they can participate 
in helping'to mentor and sponsor somebody who needs to be moved 
off of welfare. So it is nd> 'longer the systems fault, the 
government's fault, the li~eral's fatilt, the democrat's fault, 
the soft headed woolly headed people's fault. Those days are 
over. We nolortger·have an entitlerrientto welfare so lets see ' 
what we as a country andab individual communities will now do. to 
deal with the people who w~ll no longer provide a guaranteed' , 
income stream for. So. it is now everybody's responsibility and :t..­
think that is a good devel?pment because part of the isolation of , 
the underclass has been because people could walk away and 
basically turn their backs: because everybody ~new that that 
welfare .system was corrupt and didn't work and on and on and on. 
Now it's our responsibility and I think we'll see how ready we 
are as Americans to be there and provide the kind of suppO.rt it's 
going to take to make sure that this works. 
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