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I just want to echo what Joe [Duffy] , said when he was 
. saying that. in many parts of our own country, and really 
everywhere I go around the world that building, of a civil society 
and teaching peoplei;;about their civic responsibilities and 
citizenship is cr;it~cal to the function of any democracy. When I 
was in Prague at the,Radio Free Europe and speaking about what I 
think of as' some of ,~,:tl1e contributions that we have made over the 
last deqade and con~inue;tomake~ I keep trying to elevate that 
civil society and the work your doing to maintain it and enhance 
it is critical. And1~I often tell audiences of America that if you 
just take Bosnia as, an example and Yugoslavia, Hungary - they had 
an autonomy. And they even had elections. And they,' like a lot of 
other countries tpat were freed from· the Soviet domination, ' 
continue to have elections and autonomy. But what they don't have 
are the values of democracy rooted in ,the hearts' and' minds and 
~veryday ·lives of, 'people.: 

. And that's what so Critical about what you're doing because 
you're going below the radar screen, if. you will, into 
classrooms, into community settings, helping people understand 
that just because a democFacy is proclaimed on paper doesn't mean 
that people are going to understand their democratic 
responsibilites. 

I saw that so clearly when I visited Bosnia and I had a 
chance to talk with some of the civilians who had survived those 
horrific years - the Muslims, the Cr,oates, the Serbs. It was 

, evident how hard it was for them to keep life going, but even 
more than that, the pain in their voices and in their eyes 
suggested how they were just'p:rofoundly bewildered.by how this 
happened. ' 

I 

And how did society C?91lapse around them? 'People who have 
lived next door to each other; they've 'attended each other's 

'weddings; they've gone:to each other for help; and then, a+l of a 
sudden, they wereturning:against one another. I had ,remembered 
reading an article by a reporter who had gone into one of the 
communities that had been 'ethnically cleansed and had said to the 
people, "Well, what were you:afraid of? Had you not gotten along 
with these people?" And the people said, "No, we had gotten along 
fine." And they'told this person stories about how "I remember 
when my daughter was s'ick,and So-n-So came to help take care of. 
her." And so the reporter ,just said, "Well, how did this happen?" 
And the response over and over again was,"Well, we heard tha:t ' 
they were going to do that to us." "Where did you hear it?" "We 
heard it on the radio. We read it in the newspaper." "Well, why' 
'did you believe that?" "Because we heard it 'on the rp.dio. We read 
it in,the newspaper." So tpat'the propaganda fell on such fertile 

http:bewildered.by


,I 

ground because people did not have associations that were more 
organized and didn't hav~ an alliance of values as to how they 
could combat the problem~ that faced them. 

\ 

I remember. being so ", struck when I went out to outposts and 
visited - camp Alicia and Camp Bedrock. When the helicopter 
landed and I looked out and I saw American soldiers and I saw men 
and women, black and broWn, and white faces, and I met these 
young people and I heard I every accent you can imagine from the 
Bronx, to south LA, and you could hear everything there and you 
could see everything ther:e. It was as much of anything they were 
doing to keep the chariceof peace alive - their example of what 
it means to be citizens qf democracy where people can cooperate 
and take diversity as a ~trength, not as a weakness. 

I said to many crowds, "That is one of our great gifts in 
the world right, now "":' lea~ by'exalllple what it is that a democracy 
really means. And I just don't think there is anything more . 
important, and of course as Joe [Duffy] knows, I've been trying 
t.o'make this case in congress and elsewhere that now that we have. 
invested billions and milllions of dollars to win the cold war, we 
can't walk aw~y from people because they all.of a sudden say, "Ch 
we're a democracy. And ohi we're trying to get a free market 
economy." So much more work needs to be done. And that's why what 
you're doing is of the core importance. The only thing I would 
ask is that you would als6, and I am sure you will,' take your 
experiences back to, your 1)lnerican students and colleagues, 
friends and neighbors bec~use, I don't know how you feel, but . 
whenever I come back from anywhere and particularly from a place 
like Bosnia, I'm so grate~ul for what we hav~, and I feel that 
'often times Americans' don ',t appreciate how lucky we, are and how 
much work has been done fqr so many years to create the 
environment·that we take for granted • 

.Thank you very much. 
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