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Mrs. Clihton°' I just want to- thank all of you. -You represent
publications that carrled the banner of freedom and possibility

. and hope for these countrles durlng some very dark days. -And I

know from my own experlence, growing up in the Chicago area, and
meeting and gettlng to know many refugees from these countries,
and the children -of refugees, what it meant 'for people from a
heritage of these countrles to stay in contact with their
homeland and partlcularly if they had family members and

.colleges, and frlends still there.

I think it w111 be Just as important in this.new perlod for
the role that you play to .continue to keep Americans of various
ethnic backgrounds 1nformed of what is going on.in these

" countries and to know that there will be need for these. countrles

to have the assistance from Americans who care about thém and
feel' some kinship with them. So. it is a two-way street -- the
information w111 be flow1ng across the Atlantlc 1n both

‘dlrectlons.f

And I also thlnk that your publications in partlcular have

‘an important role to' play with all Americans, by reminding us

that America cannot be true to its own values if it retreats from

. engagement in the world. ‘ﬂWe have a great investment in these

countries.- We fought a war trying to ensure Europe would be

free, we lived through the dark days of the cold war -when half of-

Europe was enslaved and now we should be more committed than ever.
in America to ensuring that the freedom that these people sought’
and the United States supported over all these decades really
does take hold and ensureia more peaceful and prosperous future
for all people. ‘ .

So I want to thank you for what you have done, and for what
I know you will continue to do on behalf of the.United States,

i and on behalf of all these countries. Thank you all very much.



