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- [It was diffi cuIt to hear many of the questlons and therefore that part of the transcrlpt is
" not accurate. ] C , .

Q -' | have three qunck non-trlp questnons Have you been toId whether or not you
“are a target of the — |nvest|gat|ons'> And what was the extent of your knowledge, if
any, — What can you tell us about the phone call between yourself and — in '86.

A Gee, if I can remember those No, to the first one. And to the second one,
: “nothlng And to the third one noth|ng ' o

H Q You dontremember the pihon?ea call?

rfrtma

..‘A _ Ido not remember the phg%em%all

l
Seh

Q Do you agree wuth your attorn%y who says —

A Well, — | don't think it corresponds wrth the evidence as we do know it but we 'll
‘ ]USt have to walt and see how that develops. : |

Q" Mrs Clinton, you talked at several points during your trip about the market-—
game Messy Business. What is the messiest aspects was the mud stain designed in
the . American presidential campalgn "What kind of example you think that sets for the
‘emerging democracies that you visited th|s week, and.your husband's campaign ran an
ad accusing Senator Dole belng — and several ads run by the Dole campaign against
your husband. Would you ||ke to see less of that? What kind of an example does it set

‘ for countries that are just now becomlng democracres? ;

A WeII I hope that our electnons like the eIectlons in any democracy would be -
- about the future. direction that the country would take. So that people could make a
good decision based on theI information that they are given. | think we do a pretty good
job of that but certainly there is room for improvement to make sure that who everis .’
running for whatever office really does provide people with a good, solid understanding

~ of what they stand for and what they would do if they were elected. And | think America -
as - |.guess now the Iongest surviving democracy is looked to by people in old and
new democracies alike as to how we run campaigns..So | hope that this campaign’
would be a'good example of a vrgorous d|scusS|on about the future d|rect|on of the -
country. :

'Q  Less made of adventsement? o
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A WeII | think that what's m!tportant is to get lnformatton to people SO they can
make a decaslon and that's certatnly what my husband's gonng to try to do '

Q Th|s morning at the dISCL|JSS|On you had one of the women votced an |mpress|on
whuch | think people in the States have too, and you immediately jumped in and -

- corrected her. What she said was that you ve worked hard to change the tradlttonal roIe .

of the Ftrst Lady What about |t'7 '

l

A WeII what I saud in response to her comment is that I thlnk every person man,

and woman, is an mdtwdual And what | have worked for ‘all my life, is the opportuntty

 for |nd|vnduals to choose what i |s best for them and to-make the decisions that are going o

to give thern the most satlsfactlon and fulfilment. And | don't think that we shouId be.
saying that there's a certain way to fill any kind of role. In your posntton asa.

, icommentator you should be Judged as who you are, not because there is another'

woman who had'that role before you. And | feel the same about the role that | am tn
now, that would argue stroneg for the ‘opportunity-foryany woman, or someday any

- man, in this position to be.able to do what is besttfors»that person, for the President, for = -
- the-family, for the country. So I m not really. supportlng ‘the idea that.there is one way to - -
- do the role or a'way to change the role that is- veryfdnfferent I'm really trying very hard
to get across the idea that each individual should be’ glven the opportunlty to make the

¥ 'cholces that are best for that person o : . .

“
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. Q Looklng ahead to the campatgn what would you say to the Democrats who th|nk -
_.youarea I|ab|I|ty the them?" I . B .

A Well | havent encounteried Democrats who say that In fact I've been very ,
encouraged by the responses that | have arounid the country I've traveled extensively
.in the last year, | will continue to do that and speak out on behalf of the President's

vision for the country and what he S already accompltshed | look forward to betng part '

ri'

; ’ ,Q” " Mrs Cltnton you on this frip have. mentloned a coupIe of ttmes the media and in -

fact, | think this morning you were talking about how hard — it sometimes'is for the -

,government to communicate thr'ough the media to its people ‘And yet the United States

has probably the most unfettered media in the worId ‘Would you explatn a little bit -

~ + about that, how you see that anld that'issue and how hard it is for the present N
' admtnnstratton to communtcate with the Unlted States people'7 :

l
!

A | WeII | dont thtnk it's hard to communlcate but I think it is certalnly in our. country
- where there is so much |nformat|on it is difficult sometimes for people, including

myself to make sense out of everythlng we hear. We have so many channels of
television, we now have so much activity on the intérnet, we have so many radio

- stations and newspapers that we are blessed with an enormous amount of information.
'But | think it is sometimes a little b|t confusnng for people to try to fi gure out what's
-|mportant what is gonng to Iast the test of t|me and what |snt And I th|nk that part of -
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what we have to do is to make sure that people are well educated and partacularly our

' children are well educated so that they themselves can make sense out of what they

hear and what they see. That's why | think everything that we can do to invest in

" education, make our children understand the world that they are living in, help them

become technologically prdt’ cient is. going to be very important for them to be able to
say, well, | agree with that, Idtsagree with this, this makes sense, | understand that.

Because in a democracy, elvery citizen has the responsibility to make decisions. And if

“we don't have good solid tnformatton it will be more difficult for our democracy or any

democracy to make the best decnsmns for the future of us all. -
i

Q " And speakmg of the medla a speculattve (7 book has come out recently about

~ - you and abouit the Clinton gresxdency etc. D6 you read those books, personally, just to ;
- see what is in them and what impact do you think they will ulttmately have on the o
' electton campalgn? : . :

i, V
A~ Well I dont really kr?tow what impact they'll have. 1 don't think vei?much. And |

~ don't read them. People tell me sometimes what's in them and most of {Pestimes its

hard to believe some of the; things people say but that's part. of the freeiiarket and it's

e o

part of the First Amendment and when you are in public life, it's part of fhé price you

_ 'pay Sol dontrea"y pay much attention to it. o S D‘-‘Qr

Q Comtng off thts trip whefe you are expenencmg the women |ssue§ in countries —
- that are emerging democrames and seeing yourself as a representative of the United

~ States and as a model for what a First Lady can be and then going back to the United
- States to the kind of, to the wildness of the campangn season, have you given any

thought to the role of First Llady and how you've seen it evoive in your own mind in the

time that you've been First Lady, — has given some multiple dimensions of what your

job really is when you look é: it from the domestlc pomt of vnew and from foretgn trnp
point of view? o | | | ‘

: ‘At Well Idon’t know Mark because | don't think about it that way. You knowllwed '

about 45 years before | was living in the White House and | had certain interest that |
had developed over those years | had been engaged in certain activities that | cared.

- about, principally, on behalf of children and women and family issues. And I've
 continued to work on them. So to me, it is just a great opportunity to meet people andto
- work about issues that I've tong been concerned with. So | don't really think about it as

necessarily setting any pamoular model for anybody else because other women and
men have different mterests have different desires in their life. They might not share
my concern about some of the issues that I've worked on or my past history on behalf
of children and family advocacy But | would not say that what they chose to do would
be any less valid than what It chose to do So | really don't think about it like: that.

Q  Tomorrow you Al be back in Washtngton and you head stralght into the campa:gn‘
— from now until November. What are your thoughts what are your feehngs leaping

back mto the j Joys of that en?nronment?

i
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. A Iove campaigning. | have always loved campalgnmg I find it rewarding,
' educational, exciting and so when | go out.on behalf of my husband and talk about the .
issues that he carés about I'm also talking about issues | care about. When I talk about -
-the choices that the country faoes between his vision for the future. and the alternatives
I'm talking about what | care. about for the future. 'So | consider it a real privilege as well
as a lot of fun to go out there. | dont mind the back and forth and the criticism and all
“that, that's part of American pohttcs | think these are really important issues. I'd rather
have people engaged than be apathettc I'd rather have people arguing about what'
- direction the country should go in than just throwing up their hands and saying they
don't really care. We have seen on this trip what happens when people get so beat
down that they are afraid to express an opinion, they're- worried about whether they are
_going to say something that mlght get them into trouble.’] don't know that maybe «
. Americans don't appreciate the bless;ngs that we have. | mean | always feel thatway -
»twhenever | come back from any, of these trips. And part of those blessings is our
- ~ elections, our democracy, the gwe and take of the political debate. So I'm anxiousto
S  .:.get back into it. I've been doing iit, I've been married now for more than 20- years, I'ves=pil€ .
RN =N g been involved in politics for Ionger than that and I think that this is a véry: trﬁportant' eds of 5
RS - +elaction for America. | think thatithis election is going to set the tone and the directiéh ane
.+ :for-our country into the 21 st century and | want to do everything | can to talk to-as many. th %
people and work on behalf of what my husband's ‘agenda.is. 0 i,
:’;v v 3 o o ,;‘(AH
. LT a Speakrng of ¢ campaigning, Bob Dole has already to some extent made youan %
, - issue in this campaign. He said on more than one occasion, if he is elected, his wife
- 'won't be in charge of health care or anything else. What do you think about that? What '
'do you think that says to women what’s your personal opmaon? :

A I don't really think about lt | think the election is between my husband and his
opponents and each person.in thns race is free to express himself and present himself -
as he chooses to the American. publrc And my husband is talking about issues like '
rising the minimum wage and dealmg with economic and social and other problems that

the country faces And l think that is what people are mterested in. :

Q- “You- satd today, you tatkeb a httle bit about the ndea what it would be like, |f some 3
- of the men who are in power in our country were women.

A Right (Laughter) S

Q What do you think it woutd be like (laughter from Mrs C) nf —were a woman, or -
—were a woman? .

: A' Wett what was 'so mterestlng about being here in Firland is, as you pomt out, is |
: "~ that the posmons that Secretary Perry and Secretary Christopher and Speaker Gingrich
. , - and the head of the Federal Reserve Alan Greenspan, hold in our country, the -
; comparable positions are. all held by women in Finland. And.so far the sky has not u
fallen, it looks like they are trying;; to deal.with their problems as any society that faces -

R
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problems today is. So | just think that it would be kind of fun for Americans to imagine
- what'it would be like to have those major positions held by women. | know there is a lot
- of possrbtltty for lUSt all kmds of thoughts that flow from that (laughs) ' '
N
(more laughter) j
. R :
Q ls that- the end of your séntence”

A That's the end of my sentence rlght exactly ] leave the rest to your lmaglnatron. -
-.Q Somethlng that has puzzled me, smce golng back to Arkansas when | see the
" way that you are portrayed in the media — in the way | see you — in books or-

.~ whatever. There is a disconnect between the kind of person you could convey or are in -
" private and amongst us on these trips, so much sense of humor — very warm and V
engaglng in what we see on televrsnon or in the.new or in — It's something that is,

- you've not — desplte the- trips where you know, you put on an effort-to show another
/side the hundredsgofa, appearances you've made, you've gotten very good coverage

in‘local markets-—and desprte,all this you still have 47 percent disapproval ratings. A
majority of people;onra recent poll sald they ~ s there anything you or your staff can
- or— ~ try to amend it?. : t o a
S : A pahat | ‘ : -
A Waell | don't know what really- explalns it. I'm not an expert on the media or really
perhaps myself fully understandmg that. So | don't really have any thoughts. | mean |
just have to continue to be wholl am. And | think that over time, people will either make
~ their own decisions about me or accept what other people say about me. But it is very,
~ hard to personally meet over 250 million people so | can't really do anythlng other than
what Ido Whlch is just try to make my contrlbutlon and be who lam and go from there :

2

Q. You sald earller that—-— | .
A | lt can't. | mean there is no way. Because itis somethmg that doesntreﬂect howl A
© . view the world or what | think I'm trylng to do. So l can't really take too much time :

- worrying about it :

. : ‘

Q  Yousaid earller that you lenjoy campalgnmg—- and you talked about getting up
" and speaking on béhalf of the PtreSldent ‘Can you.give us an idea of what you do
behind the scenes as far as providing advise to the Presxdent political advice tothe
Presrdent in hlS polltlaal And do you see yourself as — —

A Well | don‘t know I'm really hoplng to meet Anonymous someday because he
certainly knows a lot about me, yvhoever Anonymous might be. | don't think there is any .
way to respond to the constant anonymous quotes about people in public life and’ ‘
- where they come from and what,'s the motivation behind them and what their real
agenda mlght be. So I don't really, you know



.Q Harold and Georgeandl
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Q — As far as behind the scenes advase to the Presrdent'?
A | have given my husband advise whenever he has asked for it ever since we've -
been married and | will keep domg that. That's part of our mamage and partofour

partnershlp - l . :

o
t

A They re wonderful people They are just the best people and they are dorng a

good job.

S

| Q ld like to come back to the trlp that you ve Just completed There was a let of
" hope and optimism about the f&ture but each of the countries that we were in , over

history, has been rolled over tlme and again by the major powers in Europe, by Russia, - -

by Germany, by France. Why do you thmk it's gonng to be d:fferent this tlme?

] OG-

A Well | don't. know Gene thateanybody can predlct the future but | think part of
what American interests are is to do-all that we can to help create conditions that make
it different. There is no way that we: are going to be able to determine or control events

from afar. But we know what has: happened in‘our own hrstory when circumstances in _
" Europe forced us to intervene on behalf of freedom and democracy. So it is in

America's interests to be as engaged in Europe as possible, to support democracy. We ..
believe strongly in our.country that free people are unlikely to a wage war against their
neighbors and are more likely tp live peacefully with each other. And we have a real
personal stake in doing everythmg we can to make this region of the world as free and
democratic and prosperous as possrble So | don't know that any of us can predict what

- will happen in 10, 20.or 50 year|s but | know that what my husband is trying to do by

staylng engaged here is absolutely the nght strategy for us to follow.

‘ ,Q .. But there seems to be superf ciality in American pohtlcs when it comes to

dlscussmg these kinds of lssuee Senator Dole, for example, has been criticizing your |
husband for not extending — a 'sizeable segment of his party believes in Fortress
America. They — Does a trip llke this, how is it played back home you think, in terms

‘ of educatmg the American people —_

A Well I dent know but | hdpe it plays some role You know, based on the mail and
. the contacts that | have people after the trips that i take it seems to affect some groups
" of Americans. They seem to get an idea of what's going on in 6ther countries because.
.. we.don't cover a lot of foreign affalrs on our television and in our newspapers in the
* same depth that some other socretles do and so it give people a chance to see these -
- places through my experience and | think that’s good. | know that coming back from

places like South Asia or South lAmerlca there was a tremendous outpouring of interest - .
that | received.personally from people And | would expect the same from this trip. | ‘

- don't think it's going to have any’ affect on our policy and politics at the national level |
‘but | think these personal contacts and connections and insights into what goes on in ‘

oy
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‘ ]
other countnes over ttme could affect how people see what Amenca s interests are and
‘what we should be domg to make sure that we have a safe and stable future. '

Q‘; A lot of Amencans as you menttoned repeatedly, come from the. countnes that
~ you've visited. | - : : : o
A Thats ight v’l
. : ] . . L
Q . Was that taken into account in plannlng the trlp'? These people vote and they
lwe m states llke Mrchlgan New Jersey and Pennsylvama and -

A - Waell | don't think that that was so much a factor: although l'm sure that played in
some peoples’ mlnds as - durlng the time this trip was first discussed some months

‘ago, it was thought that we needed to something around the time of the Russian

~ election to visit these countrles And | was lucky enough to be asked to go. And | think .
it is.important for people in Amenca who trace their roots to these countries to know

- that America is not going to forget about them. But it is- -equally important for the people.

living there now who are worned about their own economic futures and what's going to

- happen in the future with their. nelghbors to know that America is not forgetting about -

- them, .either. So it's a. combmatton | think, of both domestic interests and concerns as
well as what needs to be done| to encourage the people whe are in Central Europe and
the Baltlc region. S

]
S

- Q You seem to have been ;very warmly recelved where ever you ve gone. They've .
' given you flowers, they've kissed your hand. In the States, though, it seems that you
spend a lot of time at war with ﬁfour critics. By your own estimation, what do you thmk it
is that ‘people in Europe see, that some Amencans don‘t?
A Well Joe, none of yeu that | know of, has ever traveled wrth me domestlcally, sO
. i
you don't see what | experience. The national press does not cover me when | go to
" make a speech or visit a school It is not of interest at the national level. And | have to
 saythat | get the same response and it's as much to do with the position as the person
just as it is here in Europe. It hals as'much to do wrth the position. But | wish | could
“interest the national press in, you, know, seeing what | see in America. | meanitsvery .
important for me to do the kind of work encouraging people in our own country so that if

1 goto an inner city school in Phlladelphta or Corpus Christi or-the San Fernando -

- Valley or up to a small school outsude of Duluth, Minnesota. | sense and feel the same
- kind of positive energy that- you | have seen here-in Europe from people who are not’
. involved in their own minds, wnth national politics, but are deeply involved in making
their schools better, in keeping therr streets safe. | had a children's forum in Denver -
that was co-hosted with Governor Romer and we sat and talked for about three hours.
"with a group of children rangmglln age from like 8 to 18 about'what was happeningin
~ their lives. We talked with experts who work with them every day. We talked with . -
- people in the audience and the same kind of concern and energy that you saw in the
forums here was exhtblted therel at home butiti is not considered newsworthy at home. .
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CALit gets local coverage. l mean people in the local communmes are very mterested in
it because they like knowing lthat people in their communities are trying to solve

problems. And somehow, what I've been trying to do for the last three years, and
particularly the last year andla half is to point out solutions to problems in America. So

‘that just as we tried on this trip to encourage people dealing with difficult problems in
‘their own countries.1 want to encourage people dealing with difficult problems in my ‘
. ownicountry. And it is a little frustratlng, I think, for the people who are involved in these

programs and issues because they want more people to know what they aretryingto
achieve and yet it does not' get that much attention. So | will continue going around and
supporting what | see as very important efforts and hope that through my visits and the
attentlon more people will tak’e heart end do more on behalf of themselves

Q I need to follow up on a — questlon When did you first meet when dld you
become aware- thatyou — | . : o

A Gee, ldon‘t have any ldea l dont recall meeting him'for the first ceuple of years . |
we were in.the White House. }l just don't know him. | have met him since’'then.but my
best memory is sometlme wrthm the last year is the first time | ever put a face and a
name together . ST : e , :

. . i Lo : ‘ :
Q What surprised you: on‘thls trip, what do you know now that-— s

A l am not surprised but l am very heartened at how people look to the Unlted

- Slates and how what we do really does matter and how the kinds of investments that

we've made in this region-in the last several years both through our Government and

through private business and lour own not to profit sector are really making a big

difference and helping people in these countries. And |.guess the help | have is that

~ these relationships that have been built up both between governments but even more

importantly between people are going to really stand the test of time. And that a lot of

~ - the people we met on this trip ‘are going to continue to commit themselves to their own
. ‘countries' future and to their democratic institutions. And you know, I'm always amazed

when | come from places like these how much we take for granted at home. You know
we met people who were lmpnsoned we've met people who were exiled, we've met
people who were physically mlstreated and intimidated and a lot of them are real
optimists. Not that they are not realists, also. They understand how hard life is and
cruel history can be and how difficult it is for people to really have.the opportunity to

‘ llve their own lives. But they gét up every day.and they believe that and they work for

that. And | think that is what we need to be doing at home as well because we certamly
have S0 much to be grateful for : :

Lot
C
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Q  Inthat same vein, you have met ... and the context is different but bemg in the o
posutlon that you are in, has taken a certain toll. People died, people have been
indicted, some people from Arkansas who came with you, you have had difficulties

| A (lnaudlble) Do you thlnk that . What klnd of price do you thlnk you had to pay, you
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know bemg in the posmon that you are in nght now’? ‘

A | " On, | thmk life is ﬁtted with costs and benefits and you know, you just do the
- best you can. | don't think about my life that way. 1am just, | feel so lucky to be doing

what | am domg and meetmg the people that | am meetmg and learning what | am_ :
learning that I consider it to be a very positive experience for me despite, you know, the .
obvnous ups and downs that \come with any one m publ:c hfe these days

t

Q. | When you, a httle on the same vetn you have tatked a lot about admmng
Eleanor Roosevelt. Eleanor Roosevelt has had a legacy. That was not necessarily
clear at the time. There were|people who absolutely loathed her when she was alive

even though she did remarkable things that people look to now. And likewise, in some -
ways, regardless of what you, have tried to'do, you have become a lightning rod for all ..
the dtvusnons,,rdeologtcal drvnsxons that people in this country, in the United States,

“seem to feel at this time.- What would .you like your legacy as First Lady to be? What
‘would you like 25 years from 'now that people say about you when the dust has

cleared?

-i o

A t don't know yet because | don’t N hope we are not done. | hope my husband
- will be re-elected and that there will be, you know, additional time for him to work on

what he is doing and for me to help. So | don't know, I.don't, | don't have areal good
idea about that. | can only tell you that what | have done for more than 25 years is what
| care about: And if it has helped people or if it has raised issues or if it has provoked

: people to think more about the rights and responsibilities of women and children and

what we need to do for famtlre's then maybe that is a good contnbutnon But | don't

'have anythmg beyond that to ireally say to that.

Q lLetsgo back alittle btt] Omar Palo (?) as you know expressed concerned about
the safety about her husbandtand family, talked about the letters she had had, about

- -the angry bitterness there. Asia result thereof she was afraid for her husband’s safety.
- Asa w1fe and a mother is that somethmg that has worried you? -

A Welt you thtnk about lt but | don't let it worry me. There is nothlng lcan do ,
about it. | mean that is what the Secret Service is for. That is what the people who are -

supposed to look out for all of*;those concerns do all day. You would be paralyzed, you

~ ‘would not do anythmg, if that |s what you thought about day in and day out and so |
‘ don’t .

‘ r

. Q 1 reaIIy don't want to belabor this, but did | understand you-on the lemgston
: questton that you really don’t have a memory of know:ng him until thts all happened‘7

A Ron | did not know hts mother | did not know him. 1 did not have anything to do
- -with his being hired. And | do Inot remember- even meeting him until some time in the

last year.- So it does not mean | did not run into him. It-does not mean that | didn't
shake his hand in a recelvlng hne All of that could have happened. But in terms of

|
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|
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any connectron with this young man or any kind of reIatronshlp with him there was

none. |

Q You talked yesterday at the maternrty hosprtal in Tallinn about the heaIth care
reform. Do you still believe there is a place for sensible government regulation. If your
husband is re-eIected do you see that issue being revisited.

A Well, [ think that you l‘(now Bill has aIready'said that he would the Kassenbaum-
. Kennedy bill passed which would be good, sensible regulation. He has already

proposed some efficiency measures for Medicare -and Medicaid. So I think there are
definitely steps that he has al’ready talked about that can and should be taken in the -
next four years to make sure that our health care system remains of the quality that it
~ has been. And | believe that we also have to make sure that people can afford to use it
_inthefuture. -

1 . .

Q. But that quiality is: declrnrng as the country moves towards (rnaudrble) Do you

see a role for yourself again in gettlng |nto this- thrng tryrng to reform the system ina
way that (rnaudrble) . -“ :

‘A Well, | am gorng to contrnue to speak out.. I mean I happen to have verystrong ,
- feelings about what we need to do in our health care system to make sure it is there for
~ all of us with the.quality and alcoessrbrlrty that Americans have come to take for granted.

So any. role that | can play in advocatrng any. changes that would benef t Americans |
am gorng to contrnue todo that

- Thank you. '



