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FirsfLady's Press Conference" 

Hotel Kalastajatorppa ." 

Helsinki 

July 10,1996 " 


[It was difficult to hear manlof the questions; and t~erefore that part of the transcript is 
, ' not accurate.] , 

a,' I have three quick, ndn-trip"quesfions. Have you been told whether or not you 
are a target of the - investibationS? And what was the extent of your knowledge, if 
any, - What can you tell u~ abo,ut the phone Call between yourself and - in '86. 

.' . . 

. ' I ,", 

'. 

' 

A Gee, if I, can remember those. No, to the first one. And to the second one, 

nothing. And to the third onJ, nothing.' " , , 


, , 

. • •• ': . I ndOi a,.. ' 
a, ,You don~t r~~~q;!~ber ~~~g~)9~~~~II? ", 

, ,,' 'Nti0Q t; , 

A I do not remember the JjfJ~~flo~ir1f11. ,. 


a Do yquag;~e with y~u/~!ib~n~y who says -.-, " 
, , 

,A Well, ~ I don't think It corresponds with' the ,evidence as we do know it but we'll 
, just have to wait and see how that.qevelops. 

, , 

,a " ' Mrs Clinton, you talk~d at severaf points during your trip about the mar1<et~ 
game Messy Business. What is the messiest aspects was the mud stain designed in 
.the ,American presidential ~mpaign: What kind of example you think that sets for the 
emerging democracies that ;you visited t~is week, and ,your husband's campaign ran an 
ad acCusing Senator Dole t:>eing - and several ads'run by the Dole campalgn against ' 

I _ , 

your husband. Would you like to see less of that? What kind of an example does it set 
for countries that are just now becoming democracies? 

I 
A Well I hope that our elections like the elections in any democracy would be 

, about the future, direction th1at the country would take. So that people could make a 
I ... 

good decision based on the information that they are given. I think we do a pretty good 
job of that buteertainly therb 'is room for improvement to make, sure that who ever is ',' 
running for whatever office ~eally does provide people with a good, solid understanding 

, of what they stand for and ..yhat they would do if they were elected. And I think America ' 
,as - I guess now the longest surviving democracy - is looked ,to by people in old and 
new democracies alike as tb how we run campaigns., So I hope that this campaign' 
would be a 'good example df a vigorous'discussion about the future direction of the 

'. . I ,country. ' , ' 

a Less made of advertisement? 

, i,.' 
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A Weill think that wha,t's important is to get inforrnationto people so they can ' 
make, a decision and that's cert~inly ;What my husband's' going, to try to do. " 

, " ""I, ' ' .. " ," , ,"" '" ; 

a >: This morning at the disJssion you hadb~e of the' women voiced an imp'~ession' 
which I think people in'the' Stat~s have t()o, and,you immediately jumped in and, ' "', ' 
,corrected' her. What she said w~s that you've wor~ed hard to change the trad,itional'role ' 
of the First Lady. What about it? " ,-' 

, ' , 
. '.' .,' ',-1, . • t.., 

,A" Well, what l~a'id in resp:6nse t~ her cornment.is that I think every 'person, rrian.~ , 
and woman, is an individual, fuid what I have worked for 'all my life, is the opportunity 

, for indiv!duals to choose what i$ best-for them and to,make the decisions,that are going 
to give them the Q10st satisfacti~n an~fulfi,lrrient. And I '90n't think that we should be ' 
saying that there's a, ~e,rtain way to f,ilfany kind of role. In your position as a ' 
commentator'y()u should be judged as who you are, not because there is another " 
woman who,hac'that role before you. And I feel the same about the 'role that,l am in 
. "', • 1 l • . ,.., • 'I •• 

now, that would argue strongly for theopportunity~forjany woman, or someday any" 
, ' I . ' ' 

., 

man, inthis position to 'be,able lodo what isbesttfbr~thfat 'person, for the President, for 

the',family, 'for the country. So I'~,not JeallysupPbrtirig~lheidea that there is'one way to 

do the role or away to change the role that isveryfdifferent.I'ni really trying very hard 

tog~t acr<?ss the idea that each; indiyidual sho~ld be,'gi,v'en t~e OPportullity, to make the, 

chOiceS that are best for that person. , ' ' ,,' , ' ' , 


, • • ' • '.., •• : A ',' 1 . :..... '" ,~f';). . ,'~\ ". . ' '., .' ", 

,Q, ',' Looking ahea~ to 'th~' ca~pai'gn, wh~twould you say to the Democrat~ who'think 
,.you are a liability the them? "I, , , 

, ," , ' , . I' ,'''''" :, " " ' ',' ,:' .... 
A ,,' : Well I haven't' enCountered Democrats who say that. In fact;' I've been very , 

I. ,'" " ,
encouraged' by the, responses t~at I have around the Coun~ry. I've traveled extensively 

',in the last year, I, will continue t<? do that and speak out on behalf of the President's ' 
vision for the country and What he's already accomplished., I look forward to being part 
of the campaign. ::" ' ! ' " , ' ,: ' " , 

, ,I , , ," ' 
, a' Mrs Clinton, y~u on this trip have mentioned a co'uple of times the media and in ' 
'fact,J think this morning you we1re talking'abouthowhard - it sometimes'is for the' , 
, government to cor:nmunicate thrbugh the ,media ,to its people. And yet the United States 
has probably ,the most unfeUere!d m~,dia in the world., Would you e~plain a' little bit' 
'about that', how you see that an~'that:issue and how hard,it,is for th$ present ' 
administration to communicate ~ith the United Stat~si, people?' .' ,,' ,.' 

1 ' 
, , ,', ,! ' , , :, ',' , 

A ,Well; I don't 'think it's harh tocoinm'unicate but I think it is certainly in our. country
" .' I" , , ' , 

where there is so mu~informafion, i.t is difficult sometimes for people, including, ,,' 
myself, to make sense out of everything we hear. We'have so many channels of 

, I ' 

television; we novi have so much activity on the internet, we have so many radio . 
, stations'and newspapers th~t w~ are blessed with an enormc;>us amount of information. 
, But I think it is sometimes a' littl~ bitconfusing' for people'to try to fig'ure out. what's 

," I ' , ," ' , 

,important, What is g9ing. to' I,ast ,he test of time and what isn't. ~d I think that part of ' 
f ' 

, I 
I 
I 

, I 

I 
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w~at we have to d,o is to m~ke sure that people are well educated and particularly our 
, children are well educated ~o that they themselves can make sense out of what they • 	

I 

hear 'and what they see. T~at's why I think everything that we Can do to invest in 
education, make our childr~n understand,the world that they are living in, help them 
become technologically prqficient is, going to be very important for them to be able to 
say, well, I agree w~th that,ll disagree with this, this makes sense," understand that. 
Because in a democracy, e~ery citizen ,has the responsibility to make decisions. And if 

, we don't have good solid information, it will be more difficult for our democracy or any 
democracy to make the be~t decisions for the future of us all. ' ' , , l' " 	 , 
a 'And speaking of the imedia, a speculative (?)book' has come 'out recently about 

, you 'and about the Clinton presidency etc. Do you read those'books, personally, just to 
see what' is in them and wh~t impact do you think they will ultimately have on the • ' ' 

, I 	 ",
election campaign? ' , i ' , ", ' 	 , 

A' Well, I don't really Jow what impact they'll nave', I don't think vefJY} much. And I ' '3ti;-, 1. . 

, don't read them.' People teU me sometimes what's in them and most of :tW~times itsti*-"~-: 
hard tO,believe some of thei things people say but that's part ofthe free irifa1ket and .it'sl,~(f 
part of the First Amendment and when you are in public life,it's part of the !priCe you~Mf: " 
'pay, So I don't really pay'm~eh attention to it., ,,-, P~10i ' 

Q Coming off this trip vJ.hereyou are experiencing ,the women issues in countries
• that are emerging democr~cies, and seeing yourself as a representative of the United 
,States and as a model for Jhat' a First Lady can be and then going back to the United 

, ' States to the kind of, to the:wildness of the campaign season, have you given any 
thought to trae Jole of First 4ady and how you've seen it evolve in your own mind in the 

, time that you've been First Lady, - has given some multipledirnensions of what your 
job really is when you look',~t it from the domestic point of view and from foreign trip' 
point of view? 	 .' I" . "" ' , ' , 

, ' I ' 
A "':Well, I don't know, M,ark, because I do~'t think about it that way. Youknow I lived 
abOut 45 years ~efore I wa~ living in the White House and I had certain interest that I 
had developed over those ~ears. I had ,beenengaged in certain activities that I cared, 
about, principally, on behal( of children 'and women and family issues. And I've , 
continued to work onthem. :So to me,itis just a great opportunity to meet people and to ' 
work about issues that I've I:ong been Concerned with. So I don't really think about it as 
necessarily setting any particular model for anybody else because o'ther women arid , 
men have different interest~, have different desires in their life. They migtlt not share 
my concern about some of the issues that I've worked on or my past history on behalf 
of children and family advotacy. But I would not say that what they chose to do would 
be any less valid than what!1 chose to do. ,So I really' don't think about it like'that. 

, , 

a Tomorrow you'll be black in Washington and you head straight into the campaign 
- from now until Novetnbe~, What are your thoughts, what are your feelings leaping 
back iflto ,the joys of thl:)t en~ironment? , '• 

, 

, " , ,I",
, 1 . .,' 

. <, 

. .' 
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A ' I love campaigning. I ha~e always ,loved campaigning. I find it rewarding, 
~ducational, exciting and so wh~n I go ~uton be~alf of my husband and talk about the. 
Issues that he cares about I'm ~Isotalklng about, Issues ,I care about. When I talk about 
the choices that the country faces between his vision for the future and the alternatives 
I'm talking about wtlat I care.abhut for the future. ,So I consider it a real privilege as well 
as a lot of fun to go out ~here. I ~on't mind the back and forth arid the criticism and all 
that, that's part of American politics. I think these are really important issues. I'd rather . ,I,' , , , , " 
have people engaged than be ~pathetic.I'd rather have people arguing about what 
direction the country should go In than just'throwing up their hands and saying they 
don't really care. We have seerlon this trip what happens when people get so beat ' 
down thattheyare afraid to exph~ss an opinion, they're worried about whether they are 
going to S~y something that miQ,ht'get them into trouble.:' don't know that mayb~' 

, Americans don't appreciate, the blessings that we have. I mean I always'feel that way 
when$ver I come back from an~of these 'trips. And part 01 those blessings is our 

.' , 'elections, our ,democracy, the g,ve and take of the political debate. ,So I'm anxious to 
.... o:,.•get back into it. I've been dOing lit, I~ve been married now for more than 20'years, l've;;lS~!.lI}t:, L 

"d$~been involved in politics fot longer than that and I think that this is a v9fY:imponant ;eds..of..~: 
I 

• 

,teleClion for America. I think thattthis election is going to set the tone and tKe direction ,-+, and 


'\';':';'Y:J~:,our ,country intc? the 21st ce~tury and ,I ,want ~o,d~ eve~hing I c;an,total~·to'as m~y~',?~(~, 

~" ~-::\ip'~pple and work on behalf ofw~at my husband s agenda. IS. ' "'~,r:~·;JbF' 


b,o:.: ' ,,1 . , " . I~. r(~h" ~ 


" :'0 ,Speaking ofcampaigning, Bob Dole has, already to some extent made you an.': \(,1' 

'i,ssuein t~is campaign. He sai~pn more t~an one occasion, if he i~ elected, his wif~ , 
, . won't be In charge of health care or anything else. What do you think about that? What 

'do you think that 'says to wome~, what's your personal opinion? , 
, '. ,I 

A 'I don't really think about it., I think the election is between my husband and his 
, , 

opponents and each personiri this race is free to express hims~lf and present himself 
as he chooses to the American public. And my husband, is talking about issues like 
'rising the minimum wage and d~aling 'with economic and soci~1 and other problems that 
the country faces. And I think th~t is what people are interested in. . ' , 

QVou·said today, you talke~ a.little bit ~bout the idea what it would belike, if some' , 
of the men who are in power in ~ur country were women: " 

A Right! (Laughter) i , , 

QWhat do ~o~ think it wou;~ be like ('laUghter from Mrs C) 'if ..:.... were a wbman,'or - . 
- were a woman? " 

, ' , ,i ' ' ", '" 
A ' '. Well wI:lat was 'so interest,ing about being here ir'l Finland is, as you point out, is 

• 
that the positions' that Secretary jPerry and SecretarY Christo~her and Speaker GingriCh 
and the head of the Federal, Re~erve, Alan Qreenspan, hold In our country, the 
comparable positions are, all hel9 by women in Finland. And.so far the sky has not 
fallen, it looks like they are trying to deal.with their problems as any society that faces 

'. ',' " 'I ' ,'" ; " " 
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• problems loday is. So I jUS~ Ihi+k tl)al ilwould be ki~d of fun for Americans 10 imagin~ . 
whaUt would be like to have thpse major positions held by women .. I know there is a lot 

· of possibility for just all kinds Of thoughts that flow from .that (laughs): 

(more laughter) ,
I 	 . 

i a Is that the end of your s~ntence? 
" 	 I 

. i " . 	 , , 
A . That's the end ot-my sentence, right, exactly; I leave the rest to your imagination. . . ! . ". ',' . . '.. . 

· a Something that has .purlled me, sinCe going back to Arkansas, whe~ I. see the'· . 
'. 	 way that you are portrayed int~e media":"" in the way I see .you - in books or· . 

whatever. There .is a:disconne4t between the kind of pe~son you could conveyor are, in:' 
private and amongst us on the~e tri.ps, 'so'much sense' of humor:"" very warm' and 
engaging in whatwe see on television or in the:new orin -It's something that is, 

., I 	 .. 
you've not -despiteJhe·trips where, you know, you pulon an effort-to show another . 

. ',. , . I 	 ... ' 
./sid~ tne hunqred.~i~~!&T'7 appear,ances'you've made, you've gotten v~ry good coverage. 
in'local markets ·.:..:r...amd'despite: all this you still have 4Tpercent disapproval ratings. A . 
majority of peQPt~F.,?Or~ re,cent ~Oll said ~hey ~ Is there :anything you or your staff can .. 
?r '-. try to an;l§llg;t.d~?o,,-; '.. . '. ...,. 
. ·"Inb$f·I~F. . I '. '., . .~r, 
A Weill don',t know what rEfallY'explains it. ·I'm not an expert-on the media or really 
perhaps myselffully understanding that. So I. do~:t really have any thoughts. I mean I, . 
just have to continue to be who II am. And I think that over time, people will either make 

'. their own decisiqns about me of accept .what other people say about 'me. But it is very. 
hard to personally meet .over 2~O million 'people so I can't really do anything other than 

. what 1 do ~hich is just try to make ~y contribution and pe who I am and ,go f~om there: 
, , !. , .' 	 . 

a. You said earlier that- I 
I • 

I '. 	 ." 

· A. It ~n'~.1 mean there is no way.. Because it is something that doe'sn't reflect how I. 
view the world or what I.thinkl'rt; trying to do. 'So I can't really take too much time . 
worrying abOut it. : ;.' .. . 

.' I 

I 

a.. You said earlier that youlenjoy ca~paigning- and youtalked about getting up 
. and speaking onbehalf of the President. Can y(jugiv~ us an idea ofwhat you do 
behind the scenes as far as pro~iding adVise to the President, political adviCe to the 
President, in his political-. Ar1~ do you see yourself as -- . 

•+ '. 	 j.,... , . ' '. . 
A - Well, 1 don't know. I'm really hoping to meet Anonymous someday because he 
certainly knows a lot about me, Whoever. Anonymous might be. I don't think there is any 
way to respond to th'e constant ~nohymous quotes about people in public life and' 

. 	 I . 

where they come from and whatjs ttJe motivation behind ~em and what their real 
agenda might be. So I don't real,ly, you know: .. 

I 
I .' 
I 
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Q - As far as behind the ;scenes advise to the President? 
I 	 . 

", " 	

A I haVe given my husban1~ advi'se whenever he has asked for it ever since we've 
been married and I will keep dbing that. That's part of our marriage and part 'of our ' 
partnership. I 

. Q 	 Haroldand George andl... . 
i 

I 	 'If'I, 

A They're wonderful peopl,e..They are just the best people and they are doing a 
good job. i 

. ' , '.' I . '" , . , 
Q I'd like to come back to the trip that you've just completed., There was' a lot of 

. hope and optimism about the f~tu,.e but each ~f the countries that we were in ,over ' . 
history. has been rolled pv,er ti~e' and again by the major powers in Europe: by Russia, ... 
by Germany, by France. WhY'Q9 you think it's going to be diff~rent this time? 

, 	 i ., : Ceil:. . , . 

'. 
A Well, I don't know, Gen~, trnatsamybody can, predict the future but I think part of' 
what American interests.are is ~~ do'all that we can to help create co~ditions that make 
it different. There is no way that We2a1!9. going to be able 'to determine or control events 
from afar. But we know what h~s ltilafi)pened in 'our own history when circumstances in 
Europe forced us to intervene omeet.lalf of freedom and democracy. So it is in 
America's interests to be as engaged in Europe as possible, to support democracy. We ' 
believe strongly in'ourcountry ,hat free people are unlikely to a wage war against their 
neighbors.and are more likely to Ii-v:e peacefully with each other. And we have a real 
personal stake in doing everytHing we canto make this region of the world as free and 
democratic and prosperous as possible. So I don't know that any of us can predict what 
will happen in 10, 20. or 50 yea~s but I know that what my husband is trying to do, by 
staying engaged here is absolutely the right strategy for us to follow. .' " 

I 
.' .1. 

.Q. . But there seems to be superficiality in American politics when it comes to 
discussing these kinds of issue~. Senator Dole; for example,has been criticizing your 
husband for not extending - a ;sizeable segment of his party,believes in Fortress 
America. They - Does a trip Ii~e this, how is it played b<;i~ home, you think, in terms 
of educating the American peoRle 

. I' . " 	 p 

, 1 . 	 . 
A. Welll'don't know but I hope it plays some role. You ,know, based on the mail and

I . 	 . . 

the contacts that I have people after the trips that I take it seems. to affect some groups 
of Americans. They seem to get~ an idea of what's going on in other countries because. 

, we· don't cover a lot of foreign affairs on our television and in our newspapers in the ' 
. same depth that some other soqieties do and so it give peopl,e a chance t~ see these . 

places through my experience and.1 think that's good. I MOW that coming back from 
places like South Asia or· South ltunerica there was a tremendous outpouring of interest 
that I received. personally from p,eople. And I would ex.pect the same from this trip. I 

, don't think it's going to have an~ affect'on our policy and politics at the national level 
but I think these personal conta9ts and connections and insights into wha.t goes on in 

, I 

I . 
I . 



. , 

'. i.' 

. 'j " , 
other countries over time .c:ould affect how people see what America's interests are and , , I 
,what we should be doing to "1ake sure that we have a safe and stable future. ' 

i 
" I, " 

a ' A lot of Americans, a,s you mentioned repeatedly, come from the countries that 
you've visited. ", i 

i 

,A That's right. ,I 
.1 , 

. a , Was that taken into acdount in planning 'the trip? These people vote and they 

live in states like Michigan,_! New Jersey and Pennsylvania ,and - ' 


, I., • ' 

,I , 

A "Well I don't think that tHat was so much afactor' although I'm sure that played in 
some peoples' minds as - durih'g the time this trip was first discussed some months' 
'ago; it was thought that' '!fe ne~ded to something around th~ time of the Russian 
election to visit these countrie~. And I was 'lucky enough to be asked to ,go. And I think, 
it is, important for people in Arrierica who trace their roots to these countries to know, I, 

, that America is not going to fO~get,about them, Buf it i~:equally important for the people, 
living ,there now who are worried about their own economic futures and what's going,to 

" happen in the future with their,reighbors, to know that America is riot forgetting about 
, them, ,either. So it's a,combina~i,on, I think, of both domestic interests and concerns as 
well as what needs to be doneIto encourage the people who, are in Central Europe and 
the Baltic region. ; 

" ' ,\", ',' ' , , 

a You seem to have been Ivery warmly received where ever you've gone. Theyve ' 
given you flowers, they've kissed your hand. In the States, though, it seems that you 
spend a lot Of time atwar with ~our critics. By your own estimation, what do you think it 
is that people in Europe see, that sOnJe Americans don't? . ' 

i " . 
'. - i ' 

A , Well Joe, none of y?U; ~at I kn()w. of, has ever traveled with me domestically, so' 
, you don't see what I expene~. The national press does not cover me when I go to 
make a speech or visit a school. It is not of interest at the national level. And I have to 

" say that I get the same respons~ and it's as much to do with the, position as the person 
just as it is here in Europe. It has as much to do with the position. But I wish I could 
interest the national press in, y6uknow, seeing what I see in America., I mean it's very 
important for me to do the kind bf work encouraging people in our own country so that if 
I go to an inner city school in P~iladelphia or Corpus Christi or the San Fernando . , 
Valley or up to a small. school Outside of Duluth, Minnesota. I sense and feel the same 
kind of positive energy thatyo~ :have seen here,in Europe from people who are not· , 
involved in their own minds, wit~ national politics, but are deeply involved in making 
their schools better,' in keeping ~heir streets safe. ,I had a children's forum in Denver ' 
that was co-hosted with Governor Romer and we sat and talked for about three hours 

• 'with a group ofchildren ranginghn age from like 8 to 18 about what was happening in' 
I , ' 

their lives. We balked with experts who work with them every day. We talked With . " 
people in the audience and the, ~ame kind of concern and energy that you saw in the 
forums here was exhibited there! at home but it is not consider~d newsworthy'at home. 

• , • • . J' '.....' 
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_Af it gets local coverage. I m~anpeople in the local.communities are very interested in• it because they like knowing Ithat people in their communities are trying to solve 
problems. And somehow, what I've been trying to do for the last'three years, and . 
particUlarly the last year and la half 1$ to point out solutions to problems in America. So 

'that just as we tried on this trip to encourage people dealing with difficult problems in 
. their own countries I want to ~ncourage people dealing with difficult problems in my 
oWOicountry. And it is a little frustrating, I think, for the people who are involved in these 
programs and issues becaus~ they want more people to know what they are trying to 
achieve and yeti! does notgbt that much att~ntion. So I will continue going around ,and 
supporting what I see as ve~ important efforts and hope that through my visits and the 
attention more people will take heart and do more on behalf of themselves. , . I' . 

a .I need to follow up on ~ -question. When didyou first meet ._. when did you 
become aware· that you - - , 

I 

I ' . 


A Gee, I don't have anyjdea. I don't recall meeting him'for the first CGuple ofyears . 
we were in.the White House..'! just don't know him. I h~ve met him since"tnen, but my 
best memory is sometime wit*,in the la,st year is the first time I ever put a face and a 
name together. . I 

• 
I ..: . 

a What surprised you,onlthis trip, what do you know now that
. , " 

- _. . i '. _ 
A I am not surprised but 'I am very heartened at how people look to the United, . 
States and how what ¥Ie do r~ally does-,matter and how the kinds of investments that 
we've made in this region-in tile last several years both through our' Government and 
through private business and bur own not toprof'it sector are really making a big 
difference and helping peOPle! in these countries. Andl:.guess the he'p I have is that 
these relationships that have been built up both betWeen governments but even more 
importantly between people a~e going to really stand the test of time. And that a . lot of 
the people we met on this' trip 'are going to continue to commit themselves to their own 
cOuntries' future and to their d~mocratic institutions. And yOU know, I'm always amazed 
when I come from places like tlhese, how much we take for granteq at home. You know 
we met people who were imprilsoned, we've met people who were exiled, .we've met 
people who were physically mistreated and intimidated and a lot of them are real 
optimists. Not that they are no~ realists, also. They understand how hard. life is and 
cru~1 history can be and how difficult it is for people to really have. the opportunity to 
live their own Iives.Bu~ they g~t up every day..and they believe that and they work for 
that. And I think that is what w~ need to be doing at home as well because we certainly 
have so much to' be grateful for: - .. 

- ! 
I 
I 

• 
a In that same vein, you have met ... and the context is different but being in the 
pOsition that you are in, has ta~en a certain toll. People.died, people have been 
indicted, some people from Arkansas who came with you, you have had difficulties 
(inaudible). Do you think that·.~ ..What kind of price do you th~nk you had to pay, you 

http:Iives.Bu


9 '. know, being in the position' t~at youar~' in right now? , I ' , 

\ '. 

• 


, , I, ' , 

A 'Oh, I think life is filled with costs and bEmefitsand you Know, you just do the 
best you can. I don't think about my life that way. J am just, I feel so lucky to be doing 
what I am doing and meeting the people that I am meeting and learning what I am, 
learning that I consider it to be a very PQsitive experience for me despite, you know,lhe, 
obvious ups and downs that bome with anyone in public life these days. ' , I . 

,I " , 

Q VYhen you, a little on ~he same vein, ,you have talked a lot about admiring' 
Eleanor Roosevelt. Ele~nor Roosevelt has had a legacy. That was not necessarily 
,clear at the time. There werelp~oPle who absolutely loathed her when she was alive ' 
even though she '~id remarkable things that people look to now. And likewise, in some· 
ways, regardless' ofwhat you' ,have tried to:'do" you have become a lightning .rod for all 
the divisions, I ideological divi~ions that people in this country, in the United States, 

, seem to.1eel aUhis time'. WHat would ,you like your legacy as First lady to be? What 
'would you like 25 years from:'now that people say about you when the dust has" ' 

L " " ,
deaffid~" : ' , 

, , 

I' 

, A I don't know yelbecause I don't ... I hope,we are not done. I hope my husband 
, will be re-elected and that th~re will be, you know. additional timef'?f him to work on 
what he is doing anq for me t~ help. So I don't know,l,don't, I don't have a real good 
idea about- that. I,can only tell you that what I have done for more than 25 years is what 
I care'about: And if it has hel1ped people or if it has raised issues ,or if.it has provoked 

, people to thinkillore about the rig~ts and responsibilities of women ariq children and 
what we Ileed to do for far:niliJs,then maybe thatjs a good contribution. But I don't 
'have anything beyond'that to lreally say to that: . 

, , ', 1 _ 

Q ' 'lets go b~ck a 'little bit! omar- Palo (?) as you kno~ e~pressed concerned' about 
the safety about her husbandiand fainily, talked about the letters she had had, about 
..the angry bitterness there. Asia result thereof she was afraid forher husband's safety. 
As a wife and a mother is that; something that ha's worried you? ' 

I , 

I 

'A Well, you think about i~ but I don't let it worry me. There is nothing I can do 

about it. I mean that. is what the Secret Service. is for. That is what the people who are 

supposed to look out for.all oftthose concerns do all day; You would be paralyzed, you 

'WOUld not do anything, if that is what you thought about day in and day out and so I
,' , I " 
dont. '.,: ' 

I ' 

Q 1really don't want to' b~labor this, but did I understand you on trie livingston 

questiorl,that you really don't; have a memory,of knowing him until this all happened? 


,1, 

, A Ron. I did not know his"mother. 'did not know him. ' " did not have anything to do 
with his being hired. And I do1not remember-even meeting him until some time 'in the 
last year. So it does n,ot mea~ I did not run into him. It does not mean that' didn't 
shake his hand in a receiving line. All of that could have happened. But in terms of 

. \" , 

'I 
I, 
I 



• 

.; 

I , 

• 


"f I 

I, 

,'!. 
I 

I 

i 
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, I ", ' 

any connection with this, youhg man or any kind of relationship'with' him there was, 
, I ' . 

none. i ' 

Q You talked yest~rday ~t the maternity hospital in Tallinn about the health care" 
'. I", . 

reform. Do you still believe there is a place fqr sensible government regulation. If your 
husband is. re-elected do yoy see that issue being reyisited,', ' 

I 

, ',\ 
A, Well, I think ,that" you know, Bill has already'said that he would the Kassenbaum

'. Kennedy bill passed which wbuld be good, sensible regulation. He has already' , 
proposed some efficiency m~asures for Medicare ,and M~dicafd. So I think there are 
definitely steps that he has already talked about that can and should be taken in the ' 
next four years to niake sure ;that our heal~h care system remains of the quality that it 
has been. And I believe thatlwe also have to make, sure that people.can afford to use it ' 
in theJuture. i 

I 
I 

Q, But that'quality is'declining as the country moves towards (inaudible): Do you, 
see' a role for yourself again if, getting into this·thing.trying to reform ,he. system in a 
way that (inaudible) " i 

I' " 
'A ' Well,l am going to co~tinue, to speak'out. I mean I'happen to have ver'fstrong I 

, feelings about what we need to do in our health care system to make sure it is there for 
, all of us with the,quality and ~ccessibility that Americans have'come to take for granted. 

, " ' I ' , , 
So any, role tbat I can play in advocating any, changes that would benefit Americans I 
am going to continue. to do th~t. ' ,,', ",,', ,i . ',' " ' 

I 

Thank you. 

T.," 

i
I, 

I 
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" 
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