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Thank you all, thank you so much, I am delighted to be 'here 
and I want to thank everyone associated with my visit ' 
particularly your princ~pal, Libby Burmaster, thank you very 
much. I want to thank your student body president: Nate France, 
who did an excellent job introducing the mayor. I also want to 
thank Jazz West for being part of the pre-program this afternoon 
and wish them well. And I am particularly pleased to be here 
with your mayor, I have' to admit that I have only been in town 
for a few hours but I have already gotten, I think, three copies 
of Money Magazine naming Madison the best place to live in the' 
Uni ted States and I'm' v,ery impressed but I've always known about 
Madison having grown up: in the Chicago area, but one of the 
strongest criteria that is used in determining quality life, 
it should come as no surprise, is the quality of schools and 
education that is available and between having one of the great 
research universities in the world you also have one of the 
greatest public school systems in the entire country, so I am 
delighted to pe here to pay tribute to you for that and I also am 
particularly grateful to your mayor for the work that he has done 
over many years of publ!ic service on behalf of working families 
and children and all wh6 are benefitted by having a community 
such as this that really does try to think about the future in 
constructive and productive ways and plan for a future that will 
be available to all who are willing to take responsibility and 
reach for it. And 'I must say that I hope that the citizens of 
this congressional district will send your mayor to Washington 
where he can continue tpe kind of common sense approach to 
solving problems that if3s0 evident here in Madison, he would be 
a great addition to the Congress. _ 

I am also very pleased to be, I guess, I'm told, the first 
event that is inaugurating this new auditorium; it is a very nice 
renovation 'job,and I know that you will have many important 
activities here in the coming years but I am particularly pleased 
to be here today to talk to you about some of the issues that are 
really at stake in this: upc0ming election because in many ways 
they affect your future~ and the future of my daughter more than 
they affect mine. And spmetimes people ask me: why do you go to 
high schools, which I like doing, or university campuses, or even 
to elementary and junior high schools so often? And I guess I do 
it for a lot of reasons. One because I really think that talking 
with young people and listening to them and having a chance to 
learn more about what on their minds, is important for all 
adults not just those of us who are privileged to be in a 
position like I'm currehtly in. But I als6 have another feeling 
about it and that th~t as the mother a teenager and as 
someone who spends lots of time talking not only to her and her 
friends but to young people lover the county there is such a 



• disconnect between the way American young people are portrayed in 
the media and what I know to be the case. And I am a little bit 
tired of seeing only t~e headlines and the stories abotit kids who 
get into trouble or cause difficulty, because the vast majority 
of young people I know and that I read about and that I know what 
you.are doing around our country suggests to me that this is the 
finest generation of American young people that we've ever had in 
our country and I think all of you should know that about 
yourselves because I think its harder growing up today than it 
was when I was trying to do it. I think there are a lot more 
challenges and questions and there always have been, certainly as 
we go back throughout h,istory, but today there are so many more 
issues that people have to deal with as you go through school and 
go out into the world of work. And one of the primary objectives 
that this school system and school has been attempting to meet is. 
to help prepare you fo~ the res~onsibilifies that you will face. 
Now that is not only go:od for each of you individually, it is 
good for the entire community Madison and the state of 
Wisconsin and for our country because investing in your 
education, as the mayor said, benefits not only individuals but 
the rest of us as well, and as I think about what lies ahead for 
all of you and for all the other young people whom I know and 
admire, I see clearly that we have enormous possibility ahead of 
us in this country. Whether or not we take advantage and build 
on that possibly rests with each of us. 

• My husband is fond: of talking about building a bridge to the 
twenty-first ceniury but he's not talking about it only in terms 
of what he or the Vice President or a member of congress or the 
Mayor can do. He's really asking all of us to be bridgebuilders. 
He's asking that each one us do what we can to make it 
possible for all Americ~ns, particularly young Americans to have 
access to the opportunities that are needed to build a life for 
the twenty- first century. He's also asking that we take 
responsibility for ours~lves and our families, and then thirdly 
he's challenging us to build a greater American community where 
our differences are respected and where we are united in our 
ef s to solve our problems together. There isn't any better 
example of this than education, and when l look at what I see as 
the opportunities and challenges that await all of us I know that 
education is a life long experience now. It doesn't start before 
you get to school, it doesn't start when you get to school, it 
starts before you get to school and it doesn't end when you 
finish school in a form~l way. If you look at what prepares 
young people for education it starts with families and parents 
who read to their kids,' expose their children to opportunit s 
beyond their home, take advantage of what this rich community and 
university have to of And it goes beyond that though, to 
make sure that young people who might not have that kind of 
preparation have access: to programs like Headstart so they too, 
are ready and able to compete in this school system. The 
President has also made it clear that we need to do all we can to 
insure that every third grader can read because we know that if 
you do not read by the ~hird grade you are not likely to be 
successful in school, that ~ome things happen that really get 
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kids discouraged and they start falling further and further 
behind. And so he's called on all of us to be bridgebuilders to 
work with teachers as v;olunteers to try to create a national 
commitment to ensuring 'that all children can read. He's also 
said we need to make sure every classroom in America, whether 
it's in a school district like this one or in the poorest most 
remote district in Wisc;onsin or anywhere in America, has access 
to the information highway. We cannot allow technology to divide 
our students into the haves and the have nots, we need to make 
sure that every single young person, no mat,ter where that boy or 
girl goes to school, ca;n be part of the information age because 
we know that that will help determine what kinds of futures they 
are able to make for t~emselves. So the President wants to see 
every classroom wired by tne year two-thousand but even if we do 
all of that and we respect our teachers and we 'lift them up and 
give them the status they deserve and not tear them down and not 
tear down the public schools. Even if we do all that we will 

'still have young people graduating from high school who will not 
be able either to go to college in the first place or finish 
college because 6f finabcial 6bstacles. We need to make sure 
that we allow every single person who,is willing'to work hard for 
an education to attain ,that education without regard to financial 
considerations. And it's not only in the interest of the student 
and that student's family, it is good for America. And to that 
end the President has t~ree specific proposals. First" we need to 
create IRA's were you c'an put money in tax free and take it out 
tax free in order to pay for an educationi secondly, we need to 
implement what he calls the Hope Scholarships which are designed 
to enable every single American to attend at least two years of 
community college to get the skills that they need through a tax 
credit of fifteen hundred dollars a year. Finally, as the parent 
of a child who will go ~ff to college next year, I particularly 
like my husband's proposal that we allow every family to deduct 
up to ten thousand dollars a year including post graduate 
professional expenses. ' If we make this investment in education, 
starting before school and going through graduate school, then we 
will be prepared for the twenty-first century because we will 
continue to have the be:st educated population in the world, , 
flexible and ready to meet what ever comes our way. If we turn 
our backs on the public schools, if we walk away from student 
loans and Pell grants and work-study money, and if we walk away 
from proposals to try tb make it possible for every family to 
afford college, then we will slowly but steadily and surly 
undermine the educational infrastructure of this country. And it 
will have a domino affebt. ' It might not immediately affect West 
High because of what you already have here, but it will 
eventually. It will beg~n to eat away at our capacity to provide 
for as many Americans a~possible the tools that are needed to be 
competitive to make a living, and so we have to remain committed 
to public education, anp we have to remain committed to enabling 
every young. person who is willing to work hard to go as far as he 
or she can. That's what the President means when he talks about 
providing opportunity. But nobody can make anyone be 
responsible, your teachers and your parents here in this school 



• can do everything possible to provide the highest quality 
education but nobody c~n make anyone of you study or take 
advantage of it. That has to be something you decide to do and 
we need as best we can ,to create conditions in which people are 
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responsible for their dwn lives, they are willing to be 
responsible for their ~amilies, for their neighborhoods and their 
communities because it is not just a question of individual 
advancement that is at :stake. Yes, if all of you individually 
succeed as so many of you will and as most people from this high 
school in the past alre,ady have. You have a very high college 
going rate you very high rate of national merit semi- finalists 
and I could go on and or with the wonderful things about this 
school that the students have already demonstrated, and so if 
each of 'you individually is successful that is good, that is 
important but that is not sufficient for a community or a country 
to be successful. It is not enough for individuals to be 
economi6ally and educat~onally secure if they care nothing about 
the larger community responsibilities that are always part of 
life, if they don'tresbect people who have different backgrounds 
or different points of view. So that part of what is at stake in 
our investing in education in America is the hope that through 
that process more and more Americans will themselves feel they 
have a siake in this c04ntry and it's future and be willing not 
just to work for themsefves and their immediate family but for 
the betterment of all, because the alternative is stark everyday 
you can pick up the newspaper or turn on the TV and you can see 
the alternative you can see societies that are torn apart over 
race or religion or ethtiicity. And very often, leading the 
charge on behalf of intolerance, hatred and violence are well 
educated people. I saw that first hand when I went to Bosnia 
last spring, many of the people who were responsible for that 
horrific war were educated people they not only had college 
degrees some of them had graduate and professional degrees. But 
they didn't have a sens~ of a greater obligation to a community 
that was peaceful and p~oductive with the result that they 
fomented dissention and eventually strife. And when I went to 
Bosnia I went first to Tusla the base headquarters for our 
American forces and I met with a group of Bosnian civilians: 
Muslims, Croates, and S~rbs and I just listened. I listened as 
doctors and nurses told me what it was like to treat patients 
under bombardment, I li~tened as teachers told me how they tried 
to keep track of their students and kept learning that one had 
been maimed or another ~ad been killed or another had 
disappeared. I listened as women told me of the days when the 
knocks on the door came and. they opened their house to see 
neighbors surrounded by strangers who had come to take away their 
husband or their father 'or their son and they had never seen him 
again. I.saw the pain in their eyes and I heard it in their 
voices as over and over ,again these educated people said to me: 
how could this have happened, what went wrong? And one man said: 
Mrs. Clinton, I want you to thank the President and the American 
people for at le~st giving us a chance to try to have normal 
peaceful life again, he :went on to say, but you know in ~ddition 
to thanking you specifically for what America military forces are 
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doing here, I want to. thank yeu fer what America represents 
because we leek at America and we leek at all that yeu have dene 
and we knew that yeu have peeple frem many, many different 
ceuntries living tegeth~r and we hepe semeday we can try to. be 
the same. I knew what he meant as'I get into. ene ef these big 
Army helicepters and flew eut to. two. American eutpests camp 
Alesia and Camp Bedreck; And as I get eut ef the helicepter and 
I walked teward eur seldiers who. were gathered to. greet mel saw 
exactly what he was talking abeut because what did I see? I saw 
men and wemen in uniferm, I saw black and brewn and white faces, 
I began to. shake hands and I heard the accents ef every regien 
eur ceuntry. And as I $peke with these yeung seldiers I heard 
even mere I heard frem qme yeung man hew he said I didn't really 
knew why I was ceming but I'm glad I'm here because I have seen 
what a difference it ca~ make to. try and bring peace, he said 
maybe it's just little things but we clear a mine field and all 
ef the sudden a farmer cernes back to. plant er next te'a heuse 
that was bembed eut we see a line ef wash and we knew that it's 
inhabited again er we h~ar the seunds ef children playing in the 
reads it's making a difference. And anether yeung man said, yeu 
knew Mrs. Clinten, these felks all leek alike and they can't get 
aleng, he said, yeu kne~ in the neighberheed I ceme frem yeu can 
tell whe's different from each ether but we try to. get aleng and 
that's what were deing ~ere. When I came home I teld my husband 
that I wished I ceuld have taken every American with me, I was 
privileged to. take my daughter with me because it was her spring 
break and I wished I ceuld have taken alIef her friends and 
every American teenager'te see first hand what happens to. an 
educated seciety that has no. sense ef the cemmen.geed, no. 
cemmitment to. an ebligatien to. respect these that are different 
and to.. help these acres~ all the lines that divide human beings 
and it reminded me fercefully that when we have electiens and 
when we have pelitical debates and when we have conversatiens, as 
yeu I'm sure are having1at scheel new, there is mere at stake' 
than individual pregrams er pelicies. What we're really talking 
abeut is what we want tq see in eur ceuntry and what 'we hepe fer 

.eur chilg.ren. . I think ~beut that a let because I want my' . 
daughter net enly to. have all the eppertunities her father and I 
had and that we can trY,te previde fer her but I want her grewing 
up in America knewing that everybedy else is being given an 
eppertunity to. succeed as well. And that peeple who. are 
respensible will be able ence again to. knew that the American 
dream is within their g:tasp. So. when the President talks abeut 
building that bridge to. the twenty-first century, he eften says 
he wants to. build it bigeneugh and wide eneugh and streng eneugh 
fer every American to. walk acress. And I hepe each ef yeu in 
yeur ewn way will be bridgebuilders as well, and that if yeu are 
helping to. build that bridge to. the future yeu will be part ef an 
eptimistic, cenfident, hepeful America. One en which we can 
ceunt en the future being epen, available, and ready fer these 
who. are willing to. werkhard to. make it. I wish alIef yeu the 
very best as yeu go. ferward into. that future en yeur ewn. Thank 
yeu all very much . 


