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FIRST LADY HEILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ESTONIA
TALLINNP ESTONIA
; JULY 9, 1986
1 ' .

Pr651dent Meri, Prlme Minister Vahi [vah ee]l, Ambagsador
Taylor, members of the d;plomatlc corps, dlstxngulshed guests, and
all the pecople of Estonla- , :

It ‘is a pleasure to be’' with you today in: Talllnn, ‘and
especially to jein you in this beautiful llbrary, ‘a monument to the
endurlng culture of the: Estonian people

| .

Ever since I ‘was a teenager 1 have been 1nterested in this

‘paft of the world. Not. because I have family roots in Estonia,

Latvia or Lithuania, or’ even any distant cousings here. But because
I grew up outside of Chlcago a city that is home to many refugees
who fled persecutlon in.other lands. o

I remember goling to'a meetlng at our. publlc llbrary one night
with men and women who had come to America from the Raltic states.
I heard their stories about life under Soviet communism, as well as
about the indigenous history, traditions and cultures of people in

Estonla, Latv1a and thhuanla

"Now ‘I am_ here, ﬂn th31r ancestral. homeland, helping to.
celebrate the freedom and independence they could only dream of so

many years ago.

Estonia’ is my flnal stop on a trlp that has taken nme through
Central Europe and to the Baltic region. Words alone cannot convey
the excitement, inspiration and hope I have felt as an American
vigiting countries whose democratic and economic reforms are
reshaping the 1and5cape of the Buropean continent.

At every stop I lhave seen optmmlsm overcoming desgpair,
economic progress overcoming economic inertia, and a gpirit of
tolerance and civic responsxbzllty overcoming a legacy of tyranny
that for decadee deprmved gocd men and women of th91r basgic

freedoms.

3

In Romania,'Poland,;the‘czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and

" . here in Estonia brave people are strmv;ng to build on the promise

of demsecracy in the wake of Communism's fall, Against great odds,

.and under trying C1rcumstances the people of Central Europe and

the Baltic states opened ‘the door to democracy's return, and now
are walking chrcugh it to a brightexr future. : -

To the men and wem@p of Estonja -- and to the people of Latvia
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and thhuanla, whose ambassadors are in the audlence today -- I
brlng a spec1al message  from America and the American people: We

.rejoice in. the freedom | you have restored here, we admire your

courage and tenacity, and we will continue to stand with you as you

@003

regain your rlghtful place in the famlly of Western democratlc

nations. , . |

For more than half;a ‘century, ‘the blue, black and white flag~

of ‘BEstonia was absent, from.atop Tall Herman, . replaced by & hammer
from their native soil. %ut throughout the dark years of occupation
those three flage flew proudly in the foyer of our State Department
in Washington. Americans mever lost faith in the sovereignty of the

faith in your march to democracy.

and sickle, just as the flags of Latvia and Lithuania-were exiled -

Baltic republics during the Cold War, and Amerlcans w1ll not loge

Two weeks ago, when President Clinton" met in Washlngton with

Pregidents Meri, Ulmanis [00l-MON-is], and Brazauskas [Bra-ZOWS-
cuss]l, he reiterated American support - for the sovereignty,
1ndependence and - securlty of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. He
believes you are on the right path: Free market and democratic
reforms are working, and your efforts to join together as regional

partnexrs will only accelerate the xﬁlntegratlon of the Balth

 states into the European communlty

It is partlcularlysflttlng'to celebrate the achievements of

" .Estonia‘'s diversity, - openness and links to -the world. After

arriving yesterday I had a chance te visit 0ld Town with President

"this region in. Talllnn a city that' forx centurles embodied

. Meri. I saw the old guild houses that nurtured a middle class here

‘and cemented your ties to the- rest of Burodpe; the churches of

different faiths, representlng the pluralistic character of
Estonian history; and here in Central Tallin, the library where we

meet now, filled with !books that span the breadth of human

knowledge and experlence.

A decade ago, who could have 1mag1ned that we would be here
today, in a free ¢ity, in a free country, and in a free library?
And what better symbol is there of freedom and democracy than the

" booke that line these shelves and the ideas they contain -- all

part of the lively, pd551onate, and noigy debate that ig so
egsential to democratic life. v
! : ’
In my dlscussmons yesterday and today, I have learned more

about Estonia's couragecus economic reforms and the progress you

have made in establishing the foundations of a lasting democracy:

- a free press, the separation of church and’ state,,respect for the.

rule of law and for mlnorlcy rights

To enSure that dechracy continues to. thrlve,\every citizen
must be able to parth1pate fully in all aspects of civic life.
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Here as elgewhere in Central Europe and the Baltic reglon, men andA
women - are ,Jolnlng together “in. voluntary . activities, - non-

governmental organlzatlons and communlty groups to make democracy
work for all citizens by ensuring that women are not relegated to

. the margins of SDClety, that relations between ethnic groups -are

strengthened that the] press. remains strong and free; that the

climate is xight for small businesses to prosper, and that children

are nurtured and caredlfor as they should be. | - :

This morning, I v191ted a clini¢ that is the first in Estonia
to offer a broad range of health services for women. And just a few
hours ago I had the chance ‘to meet with - representat;ves of non-
QOVErnmental organlzatlons, many of whom are involved in promotlng
civic education -~ nct just teaching children the values and
lessons - of democracy},;but teaching teachers, business -  people,
elected officials, and ordinary men and women who are the lead -

actors in any democracf

As one of the pantlclpants sald, Democrécy.is*a.dechanism'
that people must learn to use."” Here in Estonia,  civic education is
~critical to building 'a more- engaged. ~informed : and wvigilant -

Cltlzenry i '

Today, the greatest chreat to democracy is no longer' a
Communist monelith Wlth imperial daslgns. It igs not a lime on a
map, or a geographic boundary It is the volatile economic and
social conditions that emerged with the collapse of the old
authoritarian regimes, " and the discontent. and demagoguery that

those condltlons can gcnerate.v L

These challenges aqe not unigue to Estonla, Latvma, Lithuania,

~or Central Europe. They are challenges shared by democracies new
and old. To meet them,, the West needs to expand its democratic
family by opening up the ingtitutions that have served us for
decades. As I  said on. Amerlca 8 Independence Day when I spoke at
the new headquarters of Radlo Free Europe/Radio. Liberty in Prague,,
democracy is not just about government institutions; it is also
about the internalization of democratic values Ain people s heaxts,

minds and everyday llvef

Along .with - hroader political, economic and strategic
alliances, we must con501ously develop “an-alliance of values” to
guide our democracies as we confront the inmevitable challengee of
the 21st century: the challenge of keeping peace in a world where
ancient hatreds are slow to die and new ones are too easily born;
the chaLlenge of giving all citizens the chance to fulfill their
God-given patenczal and part1c1pate fully in the life of thelr

country.( - :

These challenges.éareA'made more difficult because of the
‘historical moment in which we live. Tt is a time of rapid economic
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time when families in every country are burdened by the pressures
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« I ' ' ‘ ,
-change, lncreaslng global Competltlon and- scarcer resources -- a

of the mass media and consumer culture; when the gap between rich

and poor is growing wxder, when personal ldentlty and work are

inextricably tied to globallzatlon and high technology: when ethnic

pride and natlonal cltlzenshlp are too often Vlewed as mutually

.exclusive.

Democracy gives us the capa01ty to cope. w1th these challenges.,

But democracy can only thrive in the post Cold War era if we are
able to convey the values underlying it -- the values of

.opportunity, respon31b111ty, community and regpect for human
“dignity. : : .

, And just ‘how do we convay those Values to ourselves and, more
important, to our children?: : :

We do it by strengthenlng civil society -~ by strengthening

the daily associations -and actions: that weave.together the. fabric
of democratic: llfe..“ !

Before coming to Estonma I wasg in Hungary, where 1 vieited a

center that is helplng' the minority Rowa communlty overcome‘

obstacles to education,; employmenL and -full participation in

s
[
'

in Slovakla, I‘ﬁet with caring and involved meﬁ'and women who

are working to overcomé  obstacles that. mow hinder the full
flowerlng of citizen groups.

In the Czech Republlc, I talked to representat;ves of NGOE who

"are involved in local projects to protect the rights of children,

safeguard. the env1ronment and 1nstall modern medical equlpment in.

Czech hospitals.

:‘\

I met citizens in Poiand working to préméte women's rights. and

and improve health -services. And in Romania, I heard from

journalists who are worklng to build an independent préss i a -
country where, for decades, the real news was considered subverszve

or even - dangerous .
' ‘ i 2 s s : ~ R

In many cases, America and Americans are supporting these

local efforts. What we are creating through these partnerships is

+an ethos of responsibility, .caring and initiative that allows
_people to part1c1pate 1n cive: llfe and shape their own: destlnles

In short, we are creatlng an alllance of democratlc values.

And as partners An thls alllance we are dlSCOVerlng that ‘we

have much to learn from each other. The courageous men and women of

)
3

4

. Estonia who are erectlng a democratlc nation from Lhe rubble of a
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communist past are remlndlng a new. generatlon of Americang just how ,
preclous freedom is, and what a stake we all have in its success -

around the world.

America, in turn, . offers first a remlnder to the - young
democracies of Central Europe and the Baltic region that democracy
is inherently a messy busmness =+ as messy and hard to manage as
human nature. 1tself

.Understandably,,theﬁe~are some todéy who gquestion the pace of
‘progress and the paln of change. To them I say: LOCK at America. We

have been. str;v;ng to’ perfect democracy for more than 200 years.

And we continue to do so without any assurance that we will ever
fully succeed. Why? Because nothing is more pre01ous to us than the

freedoms our ancestors . stxuggled' to w1n -~ and struggled to
preserve, - : :

The second. reminder “is that democracy asks ug to live
peacefully as HElgthrS:Wlth .people who: are different from us,
maybe: even: .beside . people "who in. the not-too- distant past Jhave
actually done harm to ushor to our familias..

One .hundred and flfty vears ago,’ the Unlted States was torn

‘apart by a great civil war. If you had .come to our shores in the

| centuries. Your nation, w1th ite riech history as a trading center
and marketplace for Europe, has thrived on its contacts with other’

18608, many Americans would have told’'you that the wound we
sustained would never h§al Yet today, those old divisions have

faded 1nto hlBtOry

It took America 100{years to abolish slavery It took America
ancother 100. yvears to guarantee civil rightes for all minorities.
Even today we contend w1th perlodlc acts of intolerance, and hatred.

But for most Amerlcans, old an1mosmtles long ago gave way to,

prlde that, no mattex what corner of the world our families came

frém, we are all part of the same family, brothers and sisters

rooted in common valuesxand asplratlons

i

Here in Estonia, diversity ‘has been your ‘strength for

regiong of the world. Ndw, too, your diversity should be a. source
of strength, not d1v181on As Estonia lives up to the ideals of
democracy, all people must be made to feel at home hexe, proud of

their ethnic heritage and confident of their place in Estonia's
national life. And all those who live in Estonia must fulfiil thelr
.responsibilities to the mation of which they are a part.

Vice President Gorefsald it best when he visited Tallinn last

L

year: ". . . in this demonstration of tolerance, Estonia is a model
for the rest of the world ” . " -



.\

08/07 "898 15:24 - B3T2 8315°325

- HOTELL OLYMPIA

Farlier today, I had a- chance to hear -some famous Estonlan
" folk songs, and also to dance with some Estonian folk dancers. When
the music stopped, one moman said that the best way to understand
a people is through their art. '

@007

>

In the short time that I have been here, T can say that I have

gained a new(appradiatfcn of the Estonian peocple through their
., BONgs. : N ‘ A

R

Almosgt 200 years ag@, Kristjan Jaak Peterson [Krls tee-on Yahik

Peterson] wrote. (

£ ¢
Why should not my country 8 tongue :
soarlng through the gale of song
rising to the helghts of heaven'
flnd its own eternlty? V;‘

Flve years ago;-a. gale of . song ‘swept through Esténia,; rising

‘intoia chorus. for: national sovereignty.and freedom. Five years .ago, .

' Estonlansksang their, way1to 1ndapendence..TDday,Athe power of song . .

_that.-has: resonated:- throughaut the  centuries .is. - empowering : the.w -
- people:ofi.Estoniar to- ralse ‘their’ own-voicesy. speak: their .own words;. -

form their own: ideas,. and dream thelr owWIL dreama.'
Now you know that Qou are- not s;nglng alone .

- May the chorus oflall-free people continue to\sing of the
values that brought the people of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and
Central Eurcpe this far And may those values guide all of our
families, communltles, natlons and our world into the future that
lies ahead.

’ Thank you very much.

’ iaii
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