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FIRST ~ADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
, REMARKS,AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF ESTONIA 

TALLINN~, ESTONIAe JlJLY 9, 1996 
,1 

Pres:i,dent Meri, P:rirrie, Minister Vahi [vah-eel, Ambassador 
Taylor, members of the d1iplomatic c'orps, distinguished gu'ests, and 
all the people of Estonia: 

It is a' pleasure ~ to be' with you today in •. Tallinn, .and 
especially to join you in this beautiful library, a monument to the 
endurin.g culture of ,the. Estonian people. 

, 
Ever since I 'was ~ teenager .I have been interested in, this 

part of the world. Not: because I have :family roots in Estonia, 
Latvia or Lithuania, or even any distant cousine here. But because 
I grew Up ,outside of Chicago~ aeity that is home to many refugees 
who fled persecution inlother lands. 

.. . 

I rem~rnber'goin~ tda m~eting at our public library orie night 
with men and women who had come to America from the Baltic st~tes. 
I heard their stories about life under Soviet communism, as well as 
iwout the indigenous :his~ory, traditions and cultures of people in 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. . 

'Now'! am . here, ,.iln· their ancestral· homeland," helping to. 
celebrate the freedom and independence they CQuld only dream of so 
many· years ago. 

Iiistoriia'is my finai stop on a. trip that has _taken 'me through 
Central Europe and to the Baltic region. Words alone cannot convey 
the excitemElnt, inspira1tion ,and hope ,r have' felt as ,an American 
visit'iner countries who,se democratic and economic reforms are 
reshapiii.g the: landec:ape:of the European continent. 

At every .stop I I,have seenoptimisrtl .overcoming despair, 
economic progress overcoming economic inertia, and a spirit of 
toleranc,e and civic responsibility overcoming a legacy of tyranny 
that for ,decades Cleprived good men and w6men of their basic 
freedoms. 

In Romania, ,Poland,: i:.heczech Republic,· Slovakia, Hungary and 
. here i~ Estonia brave p~ople are 'striving to ~uild .on the promise 
of democracy in the wake of Communism's fall. Against great odds, 

.	and under trying circum'sta,.nces, the people of Central EUrope and 
the Baltic states openei::ithe door t.o democracy's return,·and now 
are walking through· it ~o a brighter future. 

To thE! men and women of Estonia and to the people of Latvia.,! 
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and Lithuania, whose ambassadors are in the audience today - ­
bring' a special message I from America and the AIrierican people: We 
rej oice in, the freedom: you have restored, here, we' ,admire 'your 
courage and tenacity, and we wil1,continue to stand with you as you 
regain your rightful place in the family of Western democratic 
nations. ' 

". 

, For more than half !i!!. century, "the blue, ,l:naCk and white flag 
of Estonia was absent. from atop Tall Herman, ,replaced'bya hammer 
and sickle" just as the lf'lags of Latvia' and Lithuania:-were exiled, 
from.their'native soil. But throughout the dark years of'occupation 
those three flags flew p~O~d1y in the foyer of our State Department 
in Washiri.gton'.Americ&ns jneve,r lost faith in the sovereignty 6fthe 
Baltic republics during the Cold War; and Americans will not lose 
faith in your march to d~mocracy. " ' ' . , 

, 
Two weeks ago, when: President Clinton'.metihWash1ngcon with 

Presidents Meri, Ulmanis [oc,l-MON'-is], and E::razal.lskae [Bra-ZQWS­
cuss1, he reiterated ~erican support ,for the sovereignty, 
independence, and, securiyY ,of Estqnia, , Latvia and Lithuania. He 
believes you are on the right path: Free market and democratic 
reforms are working, and your eff,orts to join together :,as regional 
partners will only accelerate the reintegration of the Baltic 
states 'into the European l, community. ' 

I , 

It is pa::rticu1a:rlyi fitting to celebrate the achievements of 
this region in Tallinrl, a city that' for centuries embodied' 
Estonia's diversit'y,"oJ!>eIiness and lfnks to ,the' world. After 
arriving yesterday I had 'a chance to visit'Old Town with President 
Meri. I saw the oldguil~ houses that,nurt~red a middle class here, 
and cemented your ties Ito the rest of Europe i the churchea of 
different faiths, representing the pluralistic character of 
Estonian history; and, her~ in Cent,ral Ta11in, the library ,where we 
meet now,filled with: books that span the ,"' breadth of human 
knowledge and e~eriencet 

A decade ago $ who could have,imagined,that we would be here 
today, in a free city, ~n,a free country, and in a ~ree library? 
And what symbol 1;'3 there oI,freedomand democracy than the 
books that line these shelves and the ~deas they contain all 
part of the lively, pa!ssionate, and 'noisy' debate that so 
essential to democratic life.' 

I 

, In my discUBSion,s iesterday ,and tOday, I have 1earned'more 
about Estonia IS courageo'us econowic reforms 'and the progress you 
have made in establishing the foundations of a lasting democracy: 
a free press, the 8ep,ara~ion of church and' state, ,respect for the, 
rule of law and minority rights. ", 

To ensure that dem~cracy continues to,thrive,\ every citizen 
must be able to 'participate fully in all 'aspects of civic life. 
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e \ . Here as elsewhere in Central Europe, and the Baltic regio'n, men and ' 
women are JO;l..ning ~ogether in, voll,mt,ary ,act.ivities, . non­
governmental organizations ,and c6mmunitygroups to make democracy 
work for all citizens by ensuring that women are not relegated to 
the.margins of society? that.relations between ethnic groups ,are 
screngthenedi that thel press " remains strong and free; that ,the 
climate is right for sm~ll' h,us'inessea to prosper,' and that children 
are nurtured and cared ,f,or as they should be. ' 

.I' . 

This morning, I visited a cl,inic that is the first in Estonia 

to offer a broad range of health services for women. And just a few 

hours ago I ,had, the clianc9to meet with ,representatives of nOn­

governmentalorganizati6ns, many of whom are involved in promoting 

civic education no't just teaching children the values and
-1­

lessons .' of .democracy,! but ,ceaching ceachers, ,business' people, 
elected' officials, and, ordinary men and women who are the lead 
actors in. any democracy. . 

, " t 

As one: of the pa~ticipants, said, . "Democracy, is 'a. mechanism 

that .people must learn' t;o use." Here in Estonia, ci.vi.ceducation is. 

critica.l to building: a more'. enga.ged, . informed: a.nd 'vigilant 

citizenry. 


Today, thegreac~sc threac. co democracy',., is no longer a 

Communist monolith witf,l imperial designs. It is not a line 'on a 

map, or a geographic~oundary. It is the. volatile economic and 

social conditions .that emerged with the ,col'lapse. of the' old 

authoritarian regimes,: and the. discontent and demagoguery that 

those conditions can generate.

'. . I ' 

These challenges aie not unique t~ Estonia,Latvia, Lithuania, 
or Central Europe. They are challeng~s shared by 'democracies new 
and old. To meet them,; the West needs to expand its democratic 
family by opening up ~he institutions that have se:t'ved' us for· 
decades. As I'said on America's Independence Day when I spoke at 
the new headgmitrters of :Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Prague, 
democracy is not just about government institutions; it is also 
.abo:ut the interna1iZiatio~ of ,democratic values ·in people's heaz;ts, 
minds and everyday lives. 

I 

Along . with broader political" economic and strategic 
alliances', we must cons'cious1y develop "an, alliance of values" co 
guide our democracies a~ we conf::tontthe inevitable challenges of 
the 21st century: the challenge of ,keeping peace in a world where 
ancient hatreds are slow todieand·newones are too easily born; 
the challenge' of givingl all citizens Che chance to ful,fill 1=;heir 
ood-given potential anq. participate 'fully in che life of their .. 
country, ( ..! ", ' .. 

These challenges. :are 'made more difficult because of the 
'historical moment: i~ whiph we liv¢ .. It .is a time 'of ~apid 8conomi~ 
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,change, increa,sing 'globAl competition and' scarcer resources' -- a' 
time when families in every country are burdened by the pressures 
of the ma/3/3. media and cohsumer culture; wh~n the g~p between rich, 
and poor is growing wider ; when personal identity and work are 
inextricably tied to glob1alization and high technology; whem 'ethrii~ 
pride a,nd national citizenship are too often viewed as mutually 
,exclusive.'" 

"'I 

DemOCracy gives us t;he capacity to cope with t,hese '~hailenges. 
But democracy can only thrive in the post Cold War era'if we 'are 
able to convey th~ v~lues underlying it the values of 

"opportunity, responsibility, community and respect for human 
dignity. ' 

And jU,st' 'how do we cpnvey tho~e yalues to ourselve's'and, more ' 
important, to our children? 

,We do it 'by strengthening ,civil society by strengthening 
the' daily associations 'and" actions ,'that. w~ave; together, the, fabric 
of demo'cratic :l,1fe.. ' ' 

I, , 

Before coming, to Estonia I was in H~n9aiy, where ,I vis,;.ted a. 
center that' is helping;, the minority Roma community overcome 
obstacles to education,; employment, a:q.dfull participation in 
Hungarian societ,y. 

" , 
In Slovakia, I met ~ith caring and involved men and women who' 

are work:i,.ng to overcome obstacles that, 'now hinder the full 
flowering ~f citizen gro\lps., , 

In the ,Czech RepubJ;i'c, I talked to representativEis of NGOe who 
ar'e involved in locar pr<;Jj ects' to protect the rights of children , 
safeguard the environment " and install modern medical equipment in 
czech hospitale " ", • .", ,'., ' " , 

1 ' '. 
, , . . . 

, I met citizens in Poland working to prOTl1otewomen '8 rights., and 
and improve, health se~ices . And ;in> Romania, I heard 'from 
journalists who are working' to build an" independent press i a,', 
country where, for decade~, the~eal news was conside~ed subversive 
or even dangerous. 

I 

In many 'cases Arne~ica a~d Americans' are supporting theseI 

local efforts. What we are creatlng through these partnerships is 
an ethos of responsibility, <cari.ngand ~n:i.:tiative that allows 

, people ,to participate in; cive'life and shap~ their owndes,tinias. 

In short, we are cr~ating an alliance ·qf democratic values. 

~d as partners ,in :this aiiian~~ we ar~ discoveri~g fhatwe 
have much to learn from each other. The courageous men and women of 
Estonia who are erecting; a democratic nation from the,rubble of a 

i: 
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communist past are reminding a new generation of Americans just how 
precious freedom is, .an~ what a .stake w~ all have, in· its success· 
around the world.· 

America I in turn , : offers first. a reminder to the' young 
democracies of' Central EUrope and 'the Baltic region that democracy 

inherently a messy b~$iness ~~ as messy and hard to manage as 
human nature itself . 

. Understandably I. the:r;@' are some today who question the pace of 
'progress and the pain Of change. To them I say: LOOk: at America. We 
have been. striving to'perfect democracy for more than 200 years. 
And w@ continue to do s~ without any assurance that we will ever 
fully succeed. Why? Because,nothing is more precious to us than the. 
freedoms our ancestors: struggled' to win' -.. and struggled to 
preserve. 

Th~ second. reminder is that democracy asks' us to live 
peacefully.:' as. neighbors.; ..with .peoplewho·. are different from us 1 

maybe:". even: .beside·... peopl@. 'who in., the.. not..,too-c1.1stant. past .have 
actually <ione. harm .to us;' or to our ·families .. 

One .hundred and fifty years ago,' the United States was torn 
.apart by a gre'at civil war. If you had.come to our shores in the 
18609, many Americana ¥auld' have told' you that· the wound we 
sustained would never heal. Yet today, those old divisions have 
faded into history. I 

It. took America 100 ;years to abolish slavery. It tOOK Ainer1cae· , 

another 100. years to guarantee civil right~ for all minorities. 
Even today we cont@nd wi:dh periodic acts of ·intolerance,and hatred. 

. , 
I 

But for most Americ'ans, .. old animo8iti.~S long ago g<ive way to: 
pride that, no matter w*at cornerof,th:e world our familie~ came 
from , 'tile are. all part 0f the same faml.ly:, ,brothers ands~sters 
rooted in common values land a.spj,rations. ' 

Here iri., Estonla,!divers1ty has been your' strength for 
centur:i,es. Your nation, ,with its r'ich history as' a trading center 
and marketplace for Europe; has thrived on ·its contacts with other' 
regions of the world. Nqw, too, your diversity should beasourge 
of strength, not divisibn~. As Estonia 'lives up to the ideals of 
democracy, all people mJst be made to feel at'home'hex-e, proud of 

. their ethnic heritageapd confident of th~ir place in Estonia's, 
national life'. And all those who live in Estonia must fulfill their 
.responsibilities to the :nation of which they are 'a .part. 

vice President Gore/said it best when he visited' Tallinn last 
year: "_ _ _ in this demonstration of tolerance I' ·Estonia is a 'model 
for the rest of' the world:" '>, '. 

I 
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Earlier today, I had a " chance to hear, some famous Estoni.an ~ 
folk songs, ana also to danoe with some Estonian folk dancers. When 
the music stopped, one ~oman said that the best .way to understand 

.' . Ia people 18 through thei,;r art. 

Why should not,my country's tongue 
soaring through th~ gale of song 
rising to the heights .of he~ven 
find its own eternjJty7 ­

I 

Five years ago,': a', gale; of. song:' swept thr.oug~ Estbniai rising 
,into. 'a 'chorus' ,for: nation~l ;sovereigilty, and. freeq.6m~, Five years, .ago/ . 
Estonians,:,sang;. their... way tto :!independen,.ce'.. >Today';' the,· power, of .song, ..1, 

,that.' has::' resonated;.thrb:ughout·:, ,.the· .centuries ;is.' empowe::r:±ng : the,' 
peopJje~.of("Estonia':'to'ra±~e:,thei:r: own·voiceS'i·.·speak',.their:.own.·words,:·. 
£o:r::m·t.heir.,own'ideas;; artd dream their own dreams. .

'. ' , ~- I ' ",,,. >' • 

. . . I . . . • • 
Now you know thatl'lou. are-not s;Lnglng . alone." 

, I . " . . . 

May the chorus of ia11 ,free people continue to sing o~ the 
values that brought the people. of Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and 
Central Europe this far!. A;nd may those· valuea guide·' all of our 
families,. communities, riations and our world into the future that 
lies ahead. " 

Thank you very m~c~. 

### 

~. 

: 

• 

, ,," I 

: ',' 

':,'. 

" ..~ 
! 
I. 6 

~.• 

http:independen,.ce
http:freeq.6m
http:Estoni.an

