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to the NationaliSenior Service Corps Conference 

"Renewing Am1erica Through Senior Service" 


1 ' 

Mrs Clinton: Thank you very much. I do feel ready, don't you?' 
The passion that. Harris iwofford brings to National Service ;makes 
all 'of us feel maybe even mote ready than we thought we can be. 

I '.. _ ,And for that lam grateflul." I also want to thank Jl.m, for hl.s 
leadership and his' inspi:ration, and' Dr. King for your 
extraotdinaryleadershi~ in the NatioriaL Service Corporation. 

, ' '.'. . - '. , 

I am delighted to 'fie here, with a group of people who 
understandthat'whatwe !give to one other ,is not only a great 
gift to those to whom wei reach out, but an 'even greater gift to 
ourselves and the commun!ity of which we are a part. You know 
that I think 'it takes a lvillagej, it takes a village to raise a 
child, it takes a villag,e to' give all of us' some sense of ' 
belonging so that we can: become more than we could alone, by
working with others. I " , 

And when I was inv~ted to be here today I knew 'that I would 
have an opportunity ,to tpank you.' To thank 'you for the work you 

, do every day. ' Building Ilvillages for all of our people. Not in a 
geographic way, not by actually going out and clearing land and 

, putting up houses, but iln a way that· is appropriate to our time. 
'And even more ;~mportant,! by re-creating, 'and for some for the 
f irsttil!le creating th7. Ibonds ·of relationships, the values, and 
the feell.ngs that do bl.nd us together. ' , ,
". ~ , 

. ; . -, " 

, I travel aroundou~ country all the time,' and what I see and 
what I feel when Idq, ~s that' despite our problems, which we 
can't overlook and we ha've to be ready to address, we have so 
much that is positive ha'ppening every single day in America~ It 
may not make headlines ~heh an older person through RSVP is th~re 
to help a small not-forlprofit group get start,ed or working with 
some 'community agency to expand its outreach. It may not make 
the evening news when a Ifost~rgrandparent takes the hand of a 
child who has never,hadianyone raise ,a hand to her,' except in 

'violence. 'It,may n01:b~ what people write about, when seniors 
understand that they too haveso~ething to continue to give, but' 
I see it every singlew~ek. ' 

! 

, i 
I 



I want thank you fot making the Senio~ Service Corps, and 
all the projects with which you work, part 10f what it means to be 
building abetter America•. I think about all of the half million 
senior volunteers you work with every day, land I know that we can 
grow that number. We cab, as Harris is fontl of saying, "Crack' 
the atom," and make it p<?ssible for even more of our fellow 

,countrymen and women to find their place inl service.' 

I know how important that is because that is the way I was 
raised. That is the kind of community I ca~e from, that it is 
what was emphasized in my church, that is what I have spent more 
than 25 years working for. The concept of bitizenship, the idea 

Ithat each of us has a role to play. That you don't have to be 
in elected politics to b~ really'setting a ~irection for our 
country. In fact I am often amused when someone says to me, as 
they often'do -- "How can you stand being ih politics"? -- And I 
always asked in response) ."Well, are you married, or do you 
belong to a church, do you have any civic organizations in which 
you are a part" -- because I have always thpught of politics 
primarily with a small lip" -- as the process by which we make 
decisions. together. '.' , . I 

! . " , 

• 
When we come together, often with strongly held views, but 

because we are acting inigood faith to helpi solve a problem or 
make a decision, we are willing to compromise and we then reach a 
decision, implement it, ,~nd go on. "i 

I 
'j ~. : • 

I was reminded,of hqw.imp9rtant'politi?s with a small "p" is 
fueled by volunteer1sm, ~h1ch 1S fueled by people understanding 
the power of citizenship,; on my recent triPI to Central Europe. 'I 
visited countries that are emerging from decades of 
authoritarianism and coInItlunism. And are inlthe, process of making 
the difficult transition ~to democracy and to, free market economy. 

I
In each of the seven countries I visited, there were many 

hopeful signs of democraqyat work. Fair a~d free elections were 
becoming the rule, the economy was being privatized to 
entrepreneurs and small tiusinesses were springing up everywhere. 
And with few exceptions, :citizens feltfreelto voice their 
beliefs without fear of government retribution. 

. ~ ! 
. • I . 

I was encouraged by:all of these developments but I also 
know, bec~use as an Amer~can, I understand this in my bones, that 
democracy is not just about institutions, it is also about 
democratic values, becoming part of people's Ihearts, minds, and 
ev'eryday lives. And as I' said when I spoke ,in Prague, at the 
headquarters for Radio F~ee Europe, and Radio Liberty, which for 
decades was the only voi¢e that promoted the truth and democracy 
into so much of Central and Eastern Europe, Ithat what we now face .. 
in all free societies is ;the challenge of joining together in an 
alliance of values, that fuels and sustains cIvil society. 

, 'r
, ' 

. 
. 

The government and the private economy are two parts of the 
essential triangle for de~ocracy. The third part is what is 

! 
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called, "Civil Society",1 a phrase that soc~al scientists and' 
philosophers use to desc'ribe the associations that we in America 
take for granted, and have been a hallmark of our democracY'since 
de Tocqueville came in the early 19th century and saw us in 
action. 'And I began to 'see the seeds of that also, not only 
being planted, but beginlning to make brave new efforts to shoot 
through the hard soil otcynicism and fear that had been bred in 
these countries. . 

I met with citizens in each country who are working to solve 
problems and to ,shape th:eir own, destinies. I To take 
responsibility for their, own futures, not ~orely on the 
government as the answer to everything as they had been taught, 
not to leave everything t:.o the free market economy, and knowing 
that there were going to: be certain human tasks, such as holding 
that little girl's hand, that weren't profitable ina financial 
sense. I 

. I :. 

Now we have seen in: America how. important these kind of 
democratic values are. And when I visited a country like 
Romania, which in many w~yssuffered more than any country, 
because they were not onlly under communism,l but also 
authoritarian rule that dominated their li~es and was tinged with 
madness. And now they are finally beginning to lift themselves 
up and ask, tlWhat can wei

, 

do tor ourselves? "I 
I 

And I sat around a 
table with men and women: working to make sure the press was free, 
that children and women had access to medidal care, that 
minor±ties were guarante~dtheir rights .. ~nd in the faces of 
those people I saw qemocracy in action. I ifelt the same way in 
Poland, the Czech Republ~c, in Slovakia, Hungary and Estonia. As 
I sat and visited with people who do what. ~ou do, but for who it 
is very new --this conc~pt of bringing people together to help 
themselves, and each oth~r. " I . 

The key to our success as a democratic society has always 
been that as individual bitizens we have tHe power to change 
things, to make things better, to solve ou~ most serious problems 
by working together -- taking responsibi;I.ity and serving each 
other. 

And as we now prepa~e to meet the challenges of our own 
time, we have to be willing to reinvest our1selves in public 
service~ . Our country's ~odest investment i!n the Corporation for 
National Service enables; thousands of Ameri;cans to share their 
talents and abilities with their communities and fulfill their 
own god-given potential to Learn and Serve irunerica, Americorps".. .!. I..
and the Nat10nal Sen10r SerV1ce Corps~ Our na~10nre1nforces the 
principal that in America, service is a life-long endeavor that 
can begin in childhood ahd last w~il into,one's later years.

. I, , . 

I '. ~ '. .My husband often says that. our countrYi cannot afford to 
waste any of our citizen~. And that means ¢itizens at every 
stage of life. In retir~ment the senior citizens who work sp 
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hard to make this country great, are still one of the resources . 
for all communities. 

. i . .
For proof we only need to look at the thirty year history of 

the foster-grandparent program, the twenty-five year experience 
'of RSVP, and the twenty-!year record of the Senior Companions 
program. These programs look upon aging in America not as a 
burden, but as an opportunity for neglected children and teen 
mothers, and some of our. poorest neighborhoods to feel the care 
and guidance ·of a foster grandparent, and opportunity for a frail 
senior to avoid the cos~s and loneliness of a nursing home 
through help in their daily chores from a senior companion, an 
opportunity for librari~s, police stations, schools, a.nd . 
hospitals across our co~ntry to save costs and serve citizens 
more efficiently. I 

I 
I 

I know that what yd,u are doing, you and your senior 
volunteers, are truly r~newing America through Senior Service and 
I have seen the way this .renewal works; neighborhoods are being 
reclaimed' from crime th~ough block watches by Senior Corps
members •. I have heard about the Traveling Grannies program of 
Grand: Rapids, Michigan, :that is helping to break the cycles of 
poverty and teen parentnood. That program sends foster 
grandmothers to visit wiJth and mentor teen mothers in their own 
lromes~ One teen mother :t9ld a Senior Corps member.that her 
foster'grandmother was ner inspiration to graduate from high 
school· and go onto coll~ge. She said that it wasn't just that 
she helped by driving m~ to appointments and just getting through 
the day, it's that she motivated me. 

Each and everyone :of our .51 million fit and active seniors 
ne.ed to contribute, and ;we need to make it possible for all of 
them to do that.· . If yoU: had been with me in Central Europe you 
would know that the idea' of volunteering is still somewhat new in 
those countries. And wHen you talk about that kind of work, as I 

• • • I ..d1d on var10US occaS10ns, that many of your groups do, people 
look a little quizzical,; -- "A foster grandparent, volunteering 
to help a teen mother, all on her own, just doing that because 
she cared about making a contribution and helping another human 
being? ·We've never hear:d of such a thing." . 

But because we've ~eard of it, and because we are trying to 
make sure everyone in AMerica hears of it, we are all the better 
for it. I heard about art Alaskan foster grandparent who described 
the value of seniors best when he said ·to a group of children, 
"You young people look ~t me and you say who, is this old man, he 
has no values, he can nqt even read, he. can not write, he has no 
teeth; but I can tell yqu who you are". That generational 
commitment is essential :to America. 

And you know too t~at seniors themselves are renewed by 
their participation in the programs of the Senior Service Corps • 
For those who meet inco~e requirements, the small stipends that 
the Corps provides can ~ake life more comfortable. And stUdies 
"I ' 



• have shown that seniors who 'serve are healthier, more satisfied , I
with life, and live long~r than those who don't . 

. The President wants: you to know, and wants you to take back 

: • 


to all' who you work withl, that he will do everything he can to 
make sure that the Senior Corps thrives and· grows to meet the 
needs of our community. ,My husband understands that the Senior 
Corps is essential for making America what we want it to be. 

I 

We have seen some p~ogress in the last few years. We have 
our economy doing well, ~ow 10 million new jobp created, small 
businesses opening and f~ourishing at a record rate, the lowest 
combined rate of inflation and unemployment in more than twenty 
years. We have seen cri~e rates going down in our major cities, 
in all categories except I for youth crime. We have sen a lot of 
progress of people understanding their responsibilities for 
themselves, .their famili.~s, and our nation. And service is an 
essential part of continuing that progress, and we know that 
government cannot do that alone. That is why I am so pleased 
that you have been reachfng out and receiving help from private, 
and non-profit agencies.' .' 

On Monday afternoon~ fqr ~xample, I know that a group of men 
and women came to the White House for an unprecedented gathering, 
fifty leaders ~rom busin~ss, foundations, universities, the not
for-profit world, and th~ media to find ways to bolster Senior 
Service. We need partnerships like these. These are the type of 
relationshipp that will really ensure that Senior Service, all 
forms of service, have allong and lasting life. 

The doubling of ourisenior population in the next thirty 
years -- and you know I am about to be married to a man who is 
eligible for AARP memberShip, in about a month -- means that 
certainly for my husbandiand me, it becomes a very personal' 
commitment. We intend to serve in whatever capacity we are able 
and we look forward to b~ing a part of Senior Service at some 
point in the future. I 

America with it's dilversity represented in this audience, as 
I look o~t and see your iaces, has so much that we can show to 
the rest of the world anq sometimes, even to ourselves. The trip 
I made before this recent one included a visit to Bosnia, and 
again I wish all of you qould have been with me. Because I was 
able on your behalf to dq two things. 

Primarily to thank du~ soldiers for the role they are 
playing ,in attempting to !e'nforce the Dayton Peace Accords, but 
also to visit with civiliians, Muslims, Croats, and Serbs who had 
survived the horrors of ~hat time. I met with them first at our 
military base and I sat i!n a small room, with' several groups of 

• 
people, doctors and nurse's who had tried .to keep clinic open, I .
under bombardment, teachers who had tried to keep teaching 
children despite the horr~ors and the conditions they faced; I 
talked to women who hadn "t seen. their husbands since they had 
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been dragged away, and mothers who d1dn't know where the1r sons 
and daughters were. I saw: the pain in their eyes and heard it in 
their voices as they wondered about what had happened, how did 
this time come to pass __ I they had a government, they were 
developing businesses, th~y had an economy -- what was missing 
was the capacity for pe9pie to work together" to serve each, 
other, and to respect 'and I tolerate each other across ~thnic and 
religiou~ lines. 1 

I 
I 

What was missing is ~hat we .take for granted in America -- a 
civil society. They talk~d about their hopes for trying to 

. rebuild civil society,' th~ir schedule to have elections, they are 
trying to open shops and businesses, investment ,is being sought, . 
but peace and democracy and freedom will depend upon whether or 
not they understand that lt benefits all of them, if each of them 
respects and serves someohe else. . . 

I 

I went. from there ou~ to'military camps that our forces have 
built, and as the', helicopter I w.as in was landing, I could see 
our soldiers ready to gre~t me and, our party -- and·what did I 
see as I was landing in that field to meet .these young men and: 
women? I saw black, and! brown, and white faces of every hue. I 
met young people from thel city and the country and the suburbs 

. with accents ranging from! Brooklyn to New Orleans. There were 
Muslims and Jews and Christians and every religion you can 
imagine at an. American gaithering. . , 

And as I talked wit~ them, what I heard in their voices was 
pride, pride that they we're helping to make a peace, pride that 
their training and exper~ence and commitment were paying off. 
Stories about how they were meeting kids in the areas where they' 
were living and how all df a sudden these kids were out there for 
the first time. Parents ~ere letting them play again. Happiness 
that they were making rel1ationships, breaking through some of the 

. barriers and'I thought td myself, that as much as they are doing 
.militarily, what they ar~ doing by example may have the most 
long-lasting effect. : 

1 

So that Bosnians' of lall backgrounds can see what it means 

when a society like ours jvalues every citizen. And yes, 

sometimes we fall short of. our own ideals and values, we have 

problems we still have td contend with -- hate crimes, like 

church burnings -- we ar~ not perfect, ~o human enterprise is. 


. I . ' 
. I . . , 

But for more than 2do years we have tried, year ,in and year 
out, to live up to those:ideals and values,and as a result we 
have much to demonstrate ito the world and to ourselves. 

, I 

Whenever I come homEi from these trips I wonder why more of' 
our own citizens don't r~alize the blessings we take for granted. 
And how do we as people ~ho appreciate just the normalcy of 'our 
daily existence, how do ~e convey that to others? Well, I think 
one of the key ways we db that is through service. By going out 
and crossing those barri~rs of race, ethniclty, religion, that in 



, {$ .~ 

• other parts of the world dause people to hate and kill each 
other. By crossing them ~nd serving each other we demonstrate 
not only what America is, ibut what it is becoming everyday. 

1 
I ' 

You bring to that effort a welcome experience and a core of 
dedicated people who hav7 imade their qontributions, but also know 
they have much left to g1ve.Thank you,for what you do everyday. 
Not only on behalf of the !individual peop'le and institutions you 
serve, but more thanthatifor what you do that demonstrates what 
America is really all abo~t~ 

, 
If we could package ~hat and take it to Bosnia, take it to 

Central Europe, take it into so many of the places in the world 
.• • I '.that 'aretrY1ng to f1gure!out what democracy really :1S ,and means 

in the modern age, I havelno doubt we would have a more peaceful 
world. 1 

,And you are making t~at happen here at home. ,Thank,you all 
very· very, much. , ~ 

I 
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