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NARRATOR' Tcday on a special Worldnet EdlthH of Talk to
America, U.S. First Lady Hlllary Rodham Clinton talks abOut her -

travels around the world and women's issues.

At the U.N.- Women 5 Conference in Beljlng, China, Mrs

Clihton spoke about womenl's rights in- the next century.

'MRS. CLINTON: (Frcm'videotape.) If there is one message

that echoeg forth from this conference, let it be that human -

rights are women's rights and women's rights are human ‘rights
once and for all. (Applause ) v

And among those rlghts are the right to speak freely and tha

rlght to be heard. .Women must enjoy the rights to participate -

fully -in the social and polltlcal lives of their countries if we

,want freedom and democracy to thrive and endure.

- , NARRATOR- In India last year, Hlllary Cllnton Bpoke to

women about thelr role 1n the mlllennlum

MRS. CLINTON : (From V1deotape ) Our meetlng today occurs
at an historic moment. A§ we approach a new century, we are also
on the frontier of a new world. It is different from the one we
have known for the past 50 years. It is a world in which many
old lelsions have lelﬂlShed oxr dlsappeared

NARRATDR Mrs. Cllnton has brought that message to women in
many Countrles over the past three years. ‘ A
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MRS. CL:NTON. T have met new. mothers in Indonesia who come
together regularly in thelr village to discuss nutrltlon, family
planning and baby care. I have met working parents in Denmark
who talk about the comfort they feel in knowing that their
children can be cared for 'in safe and nurturlng after-achool
centers. I have met women in South Africa who helped lead the
struggle to end apartheldland are now helping to build a. new
democracy. I have met women in India and Bangladesh who are
taking out small loans to buy milk cows Or rickshaws or thread in
order to create a 11ve11hood for themselves and their families.

T have met the doctors and nurses in Belarus and Ukraine who are
trying to keep children alive in the aftermath of Chernobyl.

NARRATOR: Most recently, in Estonia, Mrs. Clinton visited
women's health centers and spoke to spec;allsts in women's
primary health" care.

MRS. CLINTON. This 15 a very cheerful hOSpltal and that 8
something that makes me feel good .

NARRATOR: After watchlng Estonlan folk dancers for a whlle

Mrs. Clinton got up and trled some dancing herself.

Mres. Clinton was in Nlcaragua last year to attend the f£ifth
conference of wives of heads of state of the Americas to discuss
the health and education of women and chlldren The first lady
alsc v1sited Chile and Bra211 . ‘

On a goodwill trlp to South Asia in April, Mrs Clinton
visited schools to promotg children's welfare. And everywhere,
she met with women ta hear their storles and learn about their

lives.

Mrs. Cllnton was accompanied by her daughter Chelsea while
visiting many of the noted sites of Southeast Asia, as well as
Turkey, where she and Chelsea took in historic ‘sites in Istanbul,
including the Blue Mosque*and the Eye of Sophia.

Mrg, Clznton and her. daughter were also in Greece ‘They
gazed at the ruins of the Acropolis overlooking Athens, where
ancient Greeks forged the idea of democratic government. Mrs, -~
Clinton was on Mount Olympus in western Greece for the lighting
of the Qlympic torch. The Olymplc Games orlglnated in Greece
2,700 years ago. .

This summer, Mrs.: CllntOn was on a goodwill tour of Central
and Eastern Europe to ShOw U.8. support. for the new democracies
in the region. Walking through Krakow, Poland, with the Polish

First ladh she was graeted by a crowd of weall—wisheres in tha
city’'s OL marker.pla ; :
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In Bucharest, Romania;_Mﬁs._Clinton'visited a school, which was
. later named after her. | ' .

.. . In the Czech Republlc, Amerlca s first lady praised the
Czech peocple for bullding a strong democracy and market economy
and said the road to reform is sometlmes A rocky one.

MRS ‘CLINTON: I also carry a message of encouragement fromn
‘ Amerlca to people who might gquestion the pace. of progress or the
pain of change. Perfectlng democracy ie a never- -ending:
challenge. ,
' NARRATOR: The flrst lady and Chelsea were also With the
American peacekeeping trpops in Bosnla She walked among the
soldiers, talked with them, and ~- most importantly -- she
.listened and shared the troops' dinner in the dining hall.
Meeting with Bosnians, - she announced an, initiative to provide
relief to Bosnian familles and the most helpless victims, ‘saying

‘ Americang are uniquely equlpped to brlng thlS sort -of. support.

‘Mrs. Clinton.is. the best traveled flrst lady s;nce the days
‘of Eleanor Roosevalt. ;

WWRW

ANNOUNCER , lee from Washlngton, thié ia Talk'to America

Mrs. Pearson. Hi.' I'm Carol Pearson‘ And our guest today
really needs no specmal‘lntroductlon She is Hlllary Rodham .
Cllnton, America s first lady. =~ =

Today our program is belng 81mulcast on both the Voice of
- America and on Worldnet) Television. It is also s1mu1taneously
”translated and broadcast in several 1anguages

If you have a question on any topic for Mrs. Clinton, give
us a call. ' Qur telephone number is 202-619-3111. Ask your
international operator to connect you with the Uniced States and‘
reverse the charges : . . ~

‘Mrs. Clznton, welcome to Talk to Amerlca

MRS. CLINTON Thank you carol. I m very pleased to be
here at VOA as we refer to it. .
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I thlnk I want to start by saylng, though that many of us want

to extend condolenceés to the families of the victims of the TWA

crash. The president referred to that earlier this morning.
Words are hardly. adequate to the extent of loss that pecdple have
suffered in.a number of countrles, but I hope that people all.
over the world will beé praylng and thlnklng about the victims and

their families and loved'ones

g :
, ‘That's one of the great opportunltles that the VOlCS of
America provides, is by llnklng people. up in good times and bad
and getting information out to citizens of nearly every country
since 1942. and although this is my first opportunity to appear
here, I -am delighted., I have followed the work of the Voice of
America for many years and think it has been a very important

.. part of America's mlss1on in providing information throughout the
- world. And sc I thank you for inviting me here today

MS. PEARSON: Mrs Cllnton, you generate press coverage nov
matter where. you. go or no matter what you do -- in fact, even

. coming here to the Voice of America. There's a front' page story
.on The Wall. Street Journal .a paper .that's read by about two

million people daily: "And it's not so much about your visit

-here, but about the fact that it was reported that sone questlonS'

are off llmltS ,Is there any toplc that you re unw1111ng o
dla¢uss° Lo

i

"MRS. ’CLINTGN Well I haven t in my own hlstory in the’ 1ast

. several years known of any topics that are off limits. And
- certainly neither I nor anyone who works for me said anythlng

about any questlon belng off. limits for Voice or America or
anything else. "We were 1augh1ng about that article this mornlng,

_because I think if we stopped and added up all of the questlons

I've been asked over thel last five years, I can't imagine that
there's any topic I haven t been asked about. So I welcome

‘questlcns from any llstener about anythlng anywhere. in the world

' MS PEARSON our 1nternat10nal audlence, T thlnk, would
want to know.about the role of the first lady and, ln particular,
your visits abroad and your ‘focus onthese visits. "I think you
are about the most widely traveled first lady,  one who has gone
without her husband and has a spec1a1 agenda

MRS. CLINTON: Well I doubt if I've yet come anywhere near.

“.Mrs. Roosevelt's touring, because she was the not only eyes and

ears, but often the, legs of -her husband, ;and ‘made many, many
trlps on her own throughout the world and reported back to her

' s
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husband as I do Wlth mlne. I feel very priv11eged to be able to
travel as I have in the 1ast several years, to visit countries

both with my hushand on official trips, but then also on my own
to try, perhaps in a more informal way than the president is able
to when he visits other Countrles, to actually meet people and :

hear their concerns and talk to them about their futures and what
Eh@y re contending with 1n terms of the Challenges of modern
1e: N

So whether I've be@n in SOuth America or in South' Asia, from-
Beijing to any of the c1tles ‘and countries I just visited in
Central Europe, I feel. very pr1V11eged to go there and listen and
try to convey some of what is g01ng on in Amerlca to people
elsewhere as well ‘

MS. PEARSON: But ybu also seem to have'a particular, oh, I
guess -- I don't want to{say fondness, but you talk frequently
about women's rights. ‘ , .

MRS. CLINTON: nght I do. I talk a lot about women's and
children's needs and rlghts and familles and the pressures they
face today. Those are issues I've worked on for more than 25°
vears here at home.- Andfcertalnly as anyone who attended the
‘United Nations conference in Beijing can remember, there are many
gimilarities in the 1ssues facing women throughout the world, ‘
regardless of the societg in which they live and its stage of
development. So that, for me, being able to meet women
particularly as I travel and ‘talk W1th them has been one of the

personal pleasures

And I've had many - conversacions in practlcally every country.
with women from various walks of life and experiences, and I find:
that we have so much more in common than what divides us, .that
the racial and religious .and ethnic and political lelslons are
often not so important as, you know, what it means to ‘be a women
today, to try to contend Mlth the stresses of raising chlldren,
often contributing to the income of the family, exercising
political and legal rlghﬁs and responsibilities. So, for me,
it's been . very gratlfylng to have these opportunltles

MS. PEARSON: 1Is there anything in partlcular that you would

~ 1like to accompllsh as flrst lady?

: MRS. CLINTON Well, I have worked in theé last three and a
.half .years on issues that' T brought with me to the White House.

I want to be a voice for chlldren and for women and families. As

I have tried, whether g s on health care or education or the
needs of children in foster care or the limits on women getting

access to credit or many cf the other issues that I have talked
‘about and worked on. ‘

|
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‘I'm also very. concerned qbout what is called c1v11 soc1ety,‘*q
~ whether it's here or abroad, how countries and. societies create

 democratic, functlonlng natlons espec1ally when “so many new
- countries are truggllng w1th theése issués. So that was the .
. focus of my trip in- Central Europe as I spoke about those. issues .-
" - with non- governmental organlzatlons as well as. governmental: .
officials . and bus;ness people ,

3

- So focu51ng on what(I con81der the bread and-butter issues

" about, - -you know, “how pecple are able to have 4 job. and make an

income and. support. thelrlfamllles ‘and-make a..contribution to.

v~thelr gociety. —- those age 1ssues that are not just women's .
‘issues. They re people 8 1ssues,.men and ‘women today are fac1ng

tham - o : 4

MS PEARSON* Does. St ever - frustrate you that you cannot get’

"*f““mpre involved in either domestlc pollcy or law?

: MRS CLINTON No. I{worked Very hard the - flrst two years of
the presxdent's admlnistratlon on health care refarm I'm still
working on that. I meet regularly with people around our own .

© country, as well as abroad, .who are concerned about how we will
- finance. health care fér an aging. populatlon or how we will cover‘
»;chlldren whose parents 1nellg1b1e for private or public

1nsurance*; So'I'm continuing to work on matters. that are of
1nterest to me and of. congern” to the pre81dent -

There are many, manyllssues ‘that T workK oh because I m asked

" to addrese them by either| people I meet around the country .or . ‘
- “even the. world or by my husband and people oh his staff or in the .

Cabinet. So I try to be as 1nvolved as . I can, glven the llmlts

on my own time- and schedule

T MS, PEARSON-~ You re%llstenlng to Talk ta Amerlca, comlng to

' you from the Voice of America and from Worldnet Telev151on 1n
fWashlngton - I'm Carol Pearson.«

Mrs Cllnton, I thlnk we're, gozng to go to the phones rlght

now; because we have a number of callers.

r'a llke to flrst goi with Srlkan (Sp) in Madras *Srikan,

you're on Talk to Amerlca*

- 0  {; Thank you. Good afternocn, Mrs.. Cllnton, and my

' heartfelt condolences to America as:well as to the families and.

frlends and relatlons of all thoze who were involved ln “the

‘¢crash. . And my question to ‘Mrs. Clinton is: ‘She was in India

sometime 'back, and what does she think of India? What are the.
things. that America can: rearn from India? And what are the

‘thlngs that Indla can learn from Amerlca°4 Thank you. & -
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MRS. CLINTON: That's a &onderful questlon, and I c¢couldn't -
possibly do it justice in just a few sentences, but let me say
that T was very lmpressed by my trip to India. My daughter and I
ware overwhelmed by the hlstory and the richness of the culture
and the way in which the!Indian people have maintained a
democracy, bringing together citizens of different religiocus and
. ethnic and cultural backgrounds It's the largest democracy in
the entire world. 8o, fér me, visiting the largest democracy
w1th such a rich and deep hlstory was a personal pleasure.

. I also saw 51gns oflthe efforts being taken in India
politically and econamlcally to better prepare the Indian people
for the challenges of the future and the global economy. And I
was impressed by many of: the educatlonal and economic changes
that I was told about.

I think that certalnly Indla 'like the-United States, w1ll
face challenges in the future in maklng sure that all of the
people are not left behind as the economy becomes more
technological or automated, and both of our governments will have
to work and find ways that will enable people to continue living
peacefully together desplte dlver51ty So I think that India and
the United States have many opportunities for partnership and
friendship going into the future, "and I 1ook forward to Worklng
to strengthen our ties. 4{

MS. PEARSON’v Thank' you, Srlkan for your call.

, We'll go next to Ashkan (sp) in Iran. Ashkan, you“re'on{,r
- Talk to America. : g ) ’ :

0 Hi. 1It's my'great honor to talk to you, Mrs. Clinton.
m:.s CLINTON: 'I‘hank you. ‘

Q . My name is Ashkan I'm 18 years. - And I'm calling
from Iran. As far as I know, you have never been to Iran.
What's your ideéa about Iranian people, and especially Iranian
teen- agers' lives and the way they are treated’

MRS. CLINTON Welﬂ I don't have any flrsthand knowledge
I never been to ybur country I do have friends who are
- Iranian-Americans who have talked of theée beauty of Iran, the
history of Iran. I must say, though, as an American, I am often
cquite confused by some qf what I hear goes on in Iran by the
government  that is currently power and the attltudes that are



o engendered agalnst my country, whlch T thlnk is very regrettable.'

So I would hope that at some future date perhaps the government
of Iran would become more opén to the rest of the world, more
willing to share 1nformatlon and ideas and be more open to a
better relatlonshlp thh not only my country but the entire
world.

So, until that tlme, ‘f'm afraid I w;ll not have the
opportunity for any firsthand knowledge, but I am hopeful:that
conditions and clrcumstances w1ll 1mprove and change in the
future, : A .

‘MS. PEARSON: Mrs. Cllnton, we. mentzoned at the top of the
show that thls program 13 being sxmultaneously translated and’
broadecast in a number of,languages, 'One of our callers would
like to know -- it says, "The America medla says Mrs. Clinton may
become the first U.,S. female president.” - And this caller wants :
to know what you think about thzs ,

MRS. CLINTON Welli the Américan medla says many things:

about me, and I think that it's always interesting to see what

the 1atest comment might ‘be. I don't believe that very many
people in America would thlnk that's a very accurate statement..
But certainly I'm 1nterested in seeing more citizens, like

‘myself, who are not in elected office or who have ever run for

elected office be involved in the, politics of our country -- not
just votlng, but being actlve in pOllthS "And that's what I see,
my role as, and that's what it Wlll contxnue to be. v :

MS. DPEARSON: Thanklyau. '
‘Chung Lao sp) 1n Chlna, ybufare on. Talk to America
| Chung Lao is not there, but I do have a follow—up questlon
to that, in that who do you handle the press or how do you react

to it? It's always wonderful to see good things about you 'in the
paper. But you've. seen & lot of thlngs that. you probably would

”.'prefer not to see wrltten about you.

i : '

MRS. CLINTON: Well ‘I ve gotten to the poxnt where I just
it as part of what life in Washington in these times consists of,
and there are as many. dlfferent approaches. and-attitudes in the

. press ag there are in Amerlca ‘And some people are favorable and
“.some people aren't, and you just have to accept it for what it
- is. o \ « | . :



|
MS., PEARSON: Jose from Panama wants to know what your view of
development in the struggles of Latin American -~ he has a
question about your v1ew 1n the struggles of Latxn Amerlcan
women. g ; :

MRS. CLINTON; Well, I had a very.interesting trip to Latin
* America. T wvisited NlcaraguaAand Chile and Brazil and Paraguay, .
and I felt that there was a lot of movement going on, because now
all but one country in. the Western Hemisphere is democratic. So
that the opportunities for women and men to be full partxcxpants
in their society ‘iz greater than I thlnk it s ever. been in the
history of Latln America.

I

and I met an extraordlnary number of women who are blaz1ng
trails, They're doing things that had never been done by women
before, whether it's starting ‘their own micro- -bank ih Managua’ or
being part of a very exC1t1ng effort to engage in social reform
in santiago or the first ladles of the hemisphere whom I met with .
. in Paraguay or talking w;th many of the concerned women I met in
Brazil about ‘the socxal problems that . country faces

So I was pr1v1leged to meet a lot. of women at all. levels of
-society who are committed| to improving not only thelr own llVES.‘
but the llves of the;r famllles and communltles ‘ v

MS PEARSON° Iran (sp) in Nepal yOu are on Talk to
America. ‘ I 3 ‘ .

. We geem to be having, some dlfflculty with the llnes I'd
"like to let our callers know that the number to call is .

202-619-3111., If you talk to your international operator, ask
the operator to connect you thh the United. States and reverse
the charges. o :

Iran in Nepal you are on Talk to Amerlca Go“ahead with
yaur questlon Well, I thlnk he's on. - . o
Q.  Hello? i
MS. PEARSON: Yes, hello?
fQ o Hello?. Is thls the questlon°

- MS. PEARSON: Yes, ypu re on Talk to America. You're
talking to Mrs. Clinton. - - o : -

o Ma&ame,:l am thankful to talk to you.

MRS. CLINTON;_.Thankinu very much,



~ thinking of all these chings°

‘ *, I
i" : g

Q‘ - And I have one questlon that = after the democracy came in

' Nepal and’ South Asia, it %eems that the &emocracy is "buylng" the;
- people, going for the: people, and "off" the people -- o-f-f --

“off“ the people. What Amerlca is thinking in ‘the future doing
in this democracy development in South Asia, and as the first
lady, not only the Amerlca, but also the world what you are

3.

MRS, CLINTON Well T saw firsthand the democratic changes
in South Asia. I was in Nepal and visited with the
democratically elected government there. As -you may know, I’ ve
also been in India and Bangladesh and Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and
I'm encouraged by what I gee with- the good outcomes :of free and .
fair elections and the. oréerly transfer of power between

~governments.. I’ thlnk that 1s a very ‘good 51gn for South Asia.

Ncw, democracy, as Il said in‘a recent speech in Prague in
the Czech Republic, is a process It is never completed. Even ,
in our country we have to'continue to try to.work to improve and
perfect our democracy.' 'and so I do not see that in any country
in the world that .ig a democracy have all the problems been
solved, And s0: people. must be patient. They must work, and they

.must understand that democracy takes a lot of effort over
generations. But I am very encouraged by what I have seen in
- your CQuntry and in the other countrles of ' south’ A81a

K

MS. PEARSON- Thank fou,aIran, for~your call.”

Our next caller is in Saudl Arabia Kairee {sp), you're on
Talk to America. E . . -

Q Yes, good afternoon to evaryone there. "It is Kairee
Sinz (sp) from Maden, Turkey, but I am calllng from the Klngdom
of Saud1 Arabla ‘

Mrs. Clinton, do you have any plans and activity in- the
future for Bosnian women and children? Becauge. they are
suffering from war and short of med1c1ne Thank you very much, .
Mrs. Clinton. ' b : ,

1 : o + : :

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you for your concern about the BOSnlan
women and children. I saw: that firsthand when I visited Bosnia,
and I spoke with a number @f representatives of organizations
attempting to help rebuild.Bosnia and particularly to help with
the haalth and educatlon needs 0of Bosnian women and c¢hildren,
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“We are worklng guite hard here in the Unlted States to bring more
attention to these problems and more. resources. OQur ambassador
to Austria, Ambassador Swannee Hunt (sp), has been spearheading
an effort on bkehalf of many of us in-the United-States to try to
" bring more attention and to collect more resources. My friend,.
Queen Noor of Jordan, was recently with Ambassador Hunt in Bcsnla
to try to not only talk about what needs to be done but to
actually’ dellver some help ‘ o ,

So thls is a concern that T ‘hope people around the world ‘
share. And certainly the United States’ Wlll stay involved. We
‘know that a lasting peace for Bosnia requires that women and
c¢hildren be taken care: ofy and that is a particular concern of
mlne. o :

MS. PEARSON: Our next caller is Vashant (sp) in India. -
Vashant, you're on Talk to America. :

i

Q _.C‘Y gcod evenzng to you.
Ms, PEARSON. Good evenlng, Vashant

€Q The flrst lady: wrltes a column in one of our Sunday
newspapers - > , : .

I .
MRS. CLINTON- That'é right.

Q She is a lady who is always on the move. When does
she actually get time to- 31t and write a column for all of us?

MRS. CLINTON: (Laughs-) That's a very good question. I
ask myself that some weeks when the column is due. I have some
people who help me with 1deas and suggestions about the column,
and it has to be done -- the way I work it is it has to be done
by late on Tuesday in my country ‘And -gsomehow over the weekend
and on Monday and on Tuesday I have the time to figure out what
it is we're going to say and how I'm going to say it and to write
and edit the column. And, luckily, I have some very good
assigtants who prov;de me;thh the klnd of help I need on a

" weekly basis. 0

But, you know, it's been a great eye-opener for me, because
I now realize more than I ever did how difficult it is to wrlte
-every day, let alone every week. But I thank you for at least
readlng my column in your paper in India.

MS. PEARSON: Our next caller is Fatima 1n Iran ratima,
vou're on Talk to Amerlca

i
' i
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0 - Hello; T

MS. PEARSON Hello;{

Q - I just want to: know -- hi.
MRS. CLINTON: H h?w are you? - v
Q‘k why did you -—'thank you. Why did .go to China for

that conference last year? Because everything vou want is in
America. Thank you.. I can hear it from radio.

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you for calling. I was very honored to
be one of the pecople representlng the United States at the
conference in Beijing, and I was very pleased that I believe
nearly every country in the world sent representatives to this
fourth 1nternatlonal confﬁrence on women. ’

"I believe that: many of the isBues that women face in my
country are also faced by women throughout the world and that
‘women have much in common,: that there are ways we can work
together and support each ‘other in’ common efforts on behalf of
educatlng young girls, for example, and ensuring access to higher
-educatlcn, in making sure health care is available throughout a
women's life whenever the women needs. health care; in maklng sure
that women's political and legal rights are protected; and in
ensuring that, when women woxrk, that they are giVEn the same
opportunities as men in the workplace.

There are many 1ssue9|that I thlnk ‘we have in common, and as
I have worked on such issues in my own country . for many years, I
wag very. pr1v1leged to be gmong women and men who have similarly
worked on such issues and to try to flnd common graund ) that wa
could help ‘each other ! ,

MS. PEARSON We'lre gmlng to contlnue w;th our broadcast.
If you have a call for -— er have a question for Mrs. Clinton,
our telephone number is 202 619-3111.

We do have a caller from Poland.. This program is being
translated into Polish. Was Wudi (sp). the c¢ity of Wudj, ever on
your itinerary when you. to~Poland? And he wanted to kncw ‘why you
didn’'t v1sit Wudj. j : . . ‘

MRS CLINTQN. -.Oh; I w1sh'I d had more in Poland. ”I was
able to visit Krakow and Warsaw. It was my second visit to
warsaw.. One of the great dlfflcultles 1n traveling 1n an
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official capac;ty ag I do’today is that unlike when I.was a
student or a private cxtlzen I'm unable to go everywhere I would
like to go. But I'm looking forward to returning to Poland at ’
some time in the future. ‘

. MS.. PEARSON: 1I'd llke to tell our listeners that ,. beglnnlng
tomorrow, I will be in Atlanta, Georgma ‘Talk to America will
originate from Atlanta: frem the site of the 1996 Olympics. We'll
be talking to Andrew Young, who's one of our guests. He is the
special representative of UNICEF to the Olympics. Mr. Young is a
former U:.S. ambassador to:the U.N. He's also a former mayor of:
Atlanta. I am-sure that we welcome of all of your questions,
It's 1730 Unlversal 'T.':m’ne.,i

. Today s program is belng simulcast on the Voice of America
and Worldnet Television, |It's alsc being translated and
broadcast into several 1anguages ‘I'd like to mention that Talk
to America is now available on the Internet. If your Internet
computer -- connected computer is equipped to play digital audio,
you can hear Talk to America by connecting to VOA's publie
Internet server. Our address to.the World Wide Web is
" www.voa.gov. That's www,voa. gov. Each .day's program is
available shortly after 1ts conc1u31on at 18 hours Unlversal
Time. :

. I'm Carol Pearson. And for those of you who are 301nlng us,
today's guest is Hlllary Rodham Clinton, the first lady of the
- United States of America. ‘If you have questlons for Mra. '
© Clinton, give us a call. Our telephone number is 202- 619~ 3111.
. Make the call collect. We will pay for the charges.

Let's go now to Malyuden (sp} in Malaysxa Maiyuden, you
are on Talk to Amerlca. : _ . :

Q ‘ Yes. Hello. ma?amé?'

MRS. CLINTON' Yes, héllb.A

9] I am speaking from Malaysia. My name is Maiyuden
Ahmed (sp). I'm a cltlzen}of Bangladesh, I want to know from

you -- last year when you are v1S1t1ng our Bangladesh how you are
feellng about our people. ,
" !

MRS, CLINTON: Well, i had a’marveldﬁs time in your country,
and both my daughter and I were very impressed by the hospitality
and warmth of the people of Bangladesh. Everyone received us so

S
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-_graciously We were: able to vigit a v1llage that I was very ,
~honored to visit, to see ln actlon the results of the work of the
Gramine (sp) Bank, which started iA Bangladesh and is now a model.

for s;mllar ‘efforts throughout the world to help people 1ncrease‘
their 1ncomes and create ]obs for - them

The countryside as I | flew over it was very lush and green,
“and I came away with a very favorable impression of what the
people of Bangladesh were attempting to do to make a better P
future for themselves. And I hope I will have a chance to return
for another visit sometime in the future.

MS PEARSON: Malyudén, thank you very much for your call

If you have any questlons for Mrs Cllnton it looks 11ke we.
have a 11ne or two open ﬁo give us a- call o : .

- Our next caller is Layla 1n Albanla Layla, you're on Talk
to America. L ; °

1
¥

Q Yes,'helloz‘

MRS. CLINTON: Hello.
Q “Hello, Mrs. Clﬁnton.
MRS. CLINTON: Helloﬂ

Q It's our honor Fo speak to you. I m calllng from ,
Tlrane in Albania, and my name is Layla Turnanska {(sp)... I am the
representative of the Foundatlon of Protectlon of WOmen'and '
'Chlldren R . |

As far as. you know, Albania came out from'the most severe
dictator communist system ﬁn eazt of: Europe,‘and the Albanlan
woman began to feel really.free with implementation of the
democratic system in our country.  We have a lot of problems to
resolve, and even with our%foundatipn; We have a rich program in
procese of women and children in our country. I am glad to say
to you that our president of honor of this foundation is the
first Albanlan lady, Mrs. Lydia Berisgha (sp); which is helping us
so much. . ; - '

| .
: But our first questlon for the first American lady that we
really admire and appreciate for her intelligence and her -
“activity is the follow1ng‘i ‘Have you any project for the: Albanlan.
woman? It will'be very 1mportant to. ‘us if we will see yeu one
day between us. . 4 '

|
|
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: And the second questlan ==

‘ MS. PEARSON.‘ Okay, Lgyla, let's takevyour first question at -
this time, okay? And then} -- S o o

Q. Okay, ekay,‘thank you. ‘ A
;Mé. PEARSON: - Justlhold on. We'll get to the second one.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I hope I will have a chance to visit
. Albania sometime. It is & country that has been fascinating to
many people because it was so c¢losed and, as you said, under such’
tight control for so many.years And now it has rejoined the
community of democratic natlons and working for a better future,
and I'm delighted that there is a foundation such as you describe
that is dedicated to women and chlldren and that your first lady
is involved 1n these 1ssues .

I hope that you've hqd a chance, as I'm sure you have, to -
read some of the documents that came out of the Beljlng
conference which have very practical advice for. improving
conditions for women and that your work will be very successful,
so that by the time I do have an opportunity to visit Albania,
you and others will" be ab%e to show me the results of what
democracy has meant for n?t only women but men as well in your

country. X

MS,?PEARSQN°» Okay, iayla, what is your second question?
’ |

Q Okay, I thank you very much. And this is very
important to us. I am leav;ng you -- hoping you to have a day
between us -- hoping for you to have a day between us. It will

be really a great day for| Albanian women, I assure you. And I
thank you agaln. . §

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you for calllng..
MS. PEARSON- Okay, Thank you very much, Layla
Steve in- Jerusalem, you re on Talk to Amerlca

- Q Hi, . Mrs Cllnton It's a pr1v1lege to speak W1th you
I'm an admirer of both you and your husband, and I'm simply
~interested in your feellng about the Middle East peace process.

MRS . L,LIN‘I‘ON‘ well,! Steve, ay Lhe- p.r_u.t.-..aduut, hias said, we
are hopeful here in the Unlted States that the peace process will
continue, that both the security issues and other issues will be

the subiject of continuing discussions. The president was pleased
by the recent vigit from the new prime minister and as you may

i
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1mportance elther to thelr husband or to the country.
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have already heard on an,earller broadcast of Voice of Amerlca
Dennis Ross, the president's emissary - on Middle East peace
process matters, w1ll be[maklng some addltlonal trlps ;nto the
region L | ,

So, clearly, the Unlted States stands as a friend and -
supporter of Israel and hopeful that the peace process will be
able to continue. ‘ _ t

|

- MS. PEARSON- Steve,i’ thank'yOu for your call.

. We' d like to remlnd{our listeners that we, have .a llne‘or two
that are -- we have a couple of lines open. ' The number td call
is 202-619-3111. Ask- the operator to connect you with the United
States and reverse the charges .

Steve was talklng ahout the Mlddle East peace process. How
politically 1nvolved does a flrst 1ady get? '

MRS. CLINTON v Oh I don't - have any - idea, ‘because”every

" ‘women who's been in thls|poeltlcn has 'been. involved to whatever

extent she thought was best for her ‘and her: husband and what
contribution she wanted to make. ‘I have yet to read about one
that wasn't involved to some extent in some activity that could
be construed as polltlcaﬂ. "But there 'isn't any formula for it.
And certainly if you 1ook ‘at some of the women who've been .in
this p051tlon in the past they were deeply involved with very:
strong opinions about matters that they thought were of.

)

MS. PEARSON: But speaklng from a. personal standp01nt how

- much political influence 'do you see yourself as hav1ng°

MRS..CLINTON: I don't’ thlnk I can really answer that with pf
any definitive answer, because my husband, for anyone who knows

- him, seeks advice from a 'wide range of people In fact, I think .

that's one of his great strengths is that he solicits
information and advice and then makes up his mind based on the

- best advice he can receive, and sometimes he asks me and

sometlmee I volunteer. WE ve been married for more than 20

- years. - We talk about all kinds of matters. But my advice, like.

anyone's advice, is carefully we1ghed by‘hlm and he makes the
decision. ’ ' ' ’

MS. PEARSON: Wwhat would you . like to accompllsh as first

','1ady? The polls now 1ndrcate that you may have four more years

as first lady

i
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" MRS. CLINTON: Well I would like to be able to have made a
contribution teo improving the lives of Americans, particularly
American ¢hildren, and. perhaps expanding to the world some of the
ideas that we hold dear here at home, what I call the alliance of .
values that I think needs}to be developed between people of '
democratlc countrles and those who share democratlc values.

I don't Know, that there s any way to think about a 1egacy ‘
I don't think like that. |Se I'm not goxng to even speculate on
it. That will be for others. But I intend to continue doing
every day what I've done for more than 25 years, which is to work
on behalf of issues and concerns that I care about, also to do
what my husband: asks me tq do, whether it's take a trip or take
on a project like looking 'into the illnesses of Gulf War
veterans, which I did last year -- whatever it might be. And at
the end of the day it'1l be for hlstorlans to decide what that
all adds 'up. B , :

MS. PEARSON: And would your activism contlnue even after
you leave the Whlte Houseﬁ Is that what your 1ntent is?

. MRS. CLINTON~ Well, ‘I‘ve always been. actlve It would have
been unusual for me to have stopped being as involved in issues
when I came to the White House as I had been before. Whether my
~husband were president or lnot, I would still be involved in these
issues. Those are the’ lssues that I'care about:. I've worked on
_women's issues and educat%on and health issues and children's
issues ever since I was in college. So for me it's just part of .
who I am, and it is not g01ng to either stop or start dependlng
upon where I happen to llve

MS. PEARSON: Has yo&r role as first 1ady - 1t 8 changed
over the past few years, but how has it changed from the ,
perception you had before ! you got into the White House? And then
starting in the White House how have you had to change the role ‘
and change the views of what you can accompllsh or else modify it
1n sonme W&Y’ : . : E
!

MRS. CLINTON« Well, I don't thmnk there should be any one
definition of the role,,because the people who have been in this
position have been so different. And T would not want anyone to.
say that people have to do what I did, because that may not be
someone's experience or thelr 1nterest - And so I think we ought
to get to the point not only in America, but throughout the
“world, where we respect pecple .-for what the choices are that they

" make, men and women, and not try to put people into stereotypes,

about what they should or |should not be doing. ‘And T think
that's as true not only for a woman in my position today, but

when my husband wasn't’ pre51dent, when, you know, I was a worklng o

- mother, when I worried. about, you know, car pooling and
baby-sitting and all the Other things that millions and millions
of women are concerned’ about :
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I would like to see women regardless of their choices in life,
be given respect, so that, if they are full-time mothers and
homemakers, that is a respected choice; if they are in the world
of work and maybe don't eqen marry or, if they do, choose not to
have children, that that would be a respected choice; and if for
most of us in the world the choice is to try to have both family
and outside the home, that that, too, would be respected So
that, even though I'm now 1n thls position with very high public
ViSiblllty, I don't feel any differently than I did before I was -
in the position, that I am an individual, every woman is an
individual, every man is an individual, and we all make what we
think of as the best ch01ces we can for our life.

And I would hope. thaé whoever comes after me, whenever that
is -- and maybe some day’ even a man if we have a woman president
-- that that person will be allowed to make the choices that are
right for her or for him. j

'MS. PEARSON: Let's Jo back to the telephones. Jim in
Turkey you're on Talk: to'Amerlca

Q . (Off mlcrophoné )

MS. PEARSON: Jim, pleese'turn your radid'dowﬁ‘and telk‘td;
.~ the first lady. g TR : o »

Q Hello? |
MRS. CLINTON: ~Hello{
| o Hello? i | i
MRS . CLINTON:u'Hélléjf:
Q Hi, Mrs. ClintJn,

1
MRS. CLINTON: Hello. ; How are you?
0 | Fine. How are &ou
| MRS. CLINTON: . Fine, thank you. |
' MS. PEARSON: Go ahead with your questlon.,"

‘Q * Thank you. Yes“ I would like to -- I'm calllng from
Turkey -- Istanbul. ’

\
i .
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S Q And I would 11ke to &sk5y0p —— you know, you were in -
 Istanbul last month. : ‘ ~ S '
'MRS. CLINTON: qug, | :
Q‘  And I ‘want to‘ask you, what do you -~ I want to ask

‘your opinions about Istanbul Turkey

" MRS, CLINTON: I fell
thought it was ‘one of the

in love with Istanbul Turkey. I‘
most beautiful cltxes and one that  had

so much history that I- Was very sorry I did not have more time to

- spend there.
met.

: Istaﬁbul‘that I did.. and
that, 3just as ny daughter

love to see my . husband as’
Istanbul‘ .

MS-. PEARSON J1m th

Our next caller is 1n

QR talk to Amerlca

~ ‘He1lo? R

o |
VMRS.{CLINTON:'?Héliofg
o He;;o,fmrg;ﬁ¢1i
y0u b ’ .
MRS, CLiNTON' Thank

. : I would . llke to ask you somethlng
the last conference of. women ‘Here in Latin America.
- And what do you thlnk about the conference7‘

part of it

- MRS CLINTON. I was
~ the conference and the. . goa
dedicated effort aimed. at

together throughout the hemlsphere,
to try to 1mprove education thr0ughout the
hemisphere’ for our children,.

our children,;

‘considered women's 1ssueb

.1 enjoyed : the gites that I saw, the people whom I
I felt very fartunate that ‘I had a chance to see as much of

I hope to return. I hope some day
was able to be there with me, .I would-
well v151t your country and v151t

ank you for your- call
Paraguay. Gabrlel in Paraguay, you re
I
nton.  This is a pleasure to be with
you.,

You were here in
You were

very 1mpressed at the seriousness- of
1ls of the conference. It was a very
improving health care by trying'to work -
to. stamp out: measles: among

to .address .the issues. that are- often~
but which I would argue are essential |

to the well-being of any '8

did an excellent job in chairing the meeting,

ocxety I thought Mrs. Wasmosi (sp) -
and all of the

women who attended partlcﬂpated and talked about the projects

from their own countries..
fortunate that I haﬂ a. cha

S50 1 learned quite a blt ‘and felt very
nce to part1c1pate X O
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MS., PEARSON: .Gabriel, thank you for your call. We have a
Worldnet television viewer, Sylvia from Argentina, who wants to
know when you plan to v1th Argentlna and about the pOSSLblllty
kof a women's rlghts confeqence in Latln America.

MRS. CLINTON: Well,‘I was very Sorry that my schedule on my
Latin American trip did not. include Argentlna, but I was unable
to add a visit there. So|T hope to visit Argentina sometime in
the near future. It's a qountry I've long been interested in and
I would like to see it for myself. And just as I have in every
country that I have V151ted I would like to visit with the women
in Argentina, to hear from them about their lives and what is
happening in your country. 8o I will: look forward to . that

M5. PEARSON:& Fraﬁcesca in Italy, you re on Talk To America.

Q Hello, Mrs. Clinton. It's a pleasure to have the
pr1v11ege to speak to you.d My question is.the following. I'm
sure you're aware of the prejudice.against women throughout the
world. And although mine |is a particularly privileged position
because I don't struggle for life or for the life of my children,
but I am simply struggllng through a corporate ladder. I was
wondering whether you have any specific suggestion to give to’
women throughout the warld to work in an effective way against
the prejudlce that makés ‘their voice 1ess heard°

MRS. CLINTON° You know, Francesca, I like the way you asked
- the guestion, because youlrecognlze two things that are very
important. One is that women all over the world face many of the
same problems, but certalnly there are women like you and like me
who' are privileged, and we are not struggling to feed our:
¢hildren. We're not struggllng to make sure they have education
and health care, so that although there are similar problems. that
we. face, there are some women ‘who are in much more difficult
situations. And so I think you ‘have to look at these problems
from the various perspectﬂves

For example, I belleve strongly that we need to do more to
prcmote education and health care for girls who are very poor and
 in poor countries. so that we give those girls and women a better
chance to have a life where they are able to make responsible:
'decisiong for themselves. | We need to be sure that.the kinds of
systemg in various countrles are not prejudiced against women, so
. that women are able to exercise their political and civil and ‘
legal rights.. . .

- And yet, at . the same time, you say that you're in the
corporate world, And I know, both from personal experience and
from obsérving such a world for many years, that even women in
privileged positions continue to face discrimination or

. S : He _
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harassment., I recently had a conversation that was fasc1nat1ng
in Helsinki with Finnlsh women And in Finland, women hold some
. of the top positions in the government . A woman is the minister
of defense and the forelgn minister, the head of the central
bank, the speaker of the parllament Yet they also were talking
about some of the leftever stereotypes and prejudlce that they
cont;nue to face.

Women have to support each other ‘ Women need to get. to.-

: worklng with each other, bath politically and civilly through
associations, so that women ‘s voices are heard. - So I would urge
that all of us try to do more of that for each other.

' MS. PEARSON: We have a caller from Iran, Mrs. Clinton. He
wants to know what your d?flnition of women's rights is.

MRS CLINTON: Well, fI believe that women's. rlghts are human
rights, as I said in Beljlng I believe that women have the same
God-given potential as men and that women should be given the
toole of opportunity -- educatzon and health care, for example --
so that young girls are able to have some authority over their
own lives, because women have as much diversity in their
feelings, the1r hearts, tnelr mlnds, as men do, and that women
should be given opportunities in every soc1ety to fulfill thelr
potential and should have |a role in determlnlng what that .
potential is.' So for me, |it is summed up by saying that .women's
rights are human rights. [If you. think of the rights of men,
consider those . also to be [the rlghts of women. - And that is how I
see that. :

MS. PEARSON‘ Our next caller is from Bangalor (sp). India.
Gltay {sp), you ‘re on Talk To Amerlca. ‘ :

0 Yes, thank you' Mrs. -Clinton, you're a flercely
independent women and therefore are a role model to women around
the world, I wonder who 1nsp1red you. ‘Who were your :ole models

when you were growmng up,!and why?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, |I would have to answer that questlon by
starting with my parents. | My parents had me -~ I was the flrst
child -- and two younger brothers. And they had the same
expectations for us. I néver in my house heard my father say
that I shouldn't try to do well in school because T was only a-

. girl or that I should think less of myself because I was a glrl

' My father really expected|me, as well as my brothers, to do what
we could to live as full a life as possible and to be responsible.
for ourselves, And my mother wasg- 51m11arly supportlve of me.
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_And as T grew up, I was ve impressed by teachers whom I had who
expected girls to do as well and who urged us to think of
college, . think of ways-: that we could expand our minds. I was
very encouraged by peoplelln my church who believed that young.
girls and young boys. had obllgatlons that they had to learn to .

- fulfill. And then there were people who'I would look to such as

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, the woman who was the wife of our.

. President Franklin® Roosevelt women who had not only made great
public contributions but who struggled with many of -the issues
“that every woman whom I know struggles with about hcw to be true,
to yourself and how to fu1f111 the many obllgatlons that women

have, without 1031ng yourself

When I was. in Indla iln your country, I was glven a poem by
a young woman whlch talked about how womenineeded to break the:
silence; not only in Indla but around the world, so that the
various voices of women could be heard and that women were given
more freedom to make the CthCES that' were right for theilr -lives.
And I was very fortunate in havlng family and others around me
‘when I was gr0w1ng up, as |well as role models,‘whd gave me that
}message, ‘ ’ I , . o "

MS. PEARSON Our next caller is Sara (sp) 1n Iran Sara,

you re on Talk To Amerlca S R

Q  okay. Hello. | .
MRS. CLINTON: ello* A
Q{ . Hello. Thank you for your opportunlty ‘I think I

_want to ask you 'if you have ever (think about?) Palestinian
women, their way of llfe,|thelr problems And I want to know .

your ideas. ~ - ¢

MRS. CLINTON. Dh, certalnly have, and I have met with .

- some Palestinian women. 'I've had conversatiocns with Mrs. Arafat

And I'm well aware of the’many issues that Palestinian women
face, as women face in ma?y, many settlngs around the world.

MS. PEARSON Just for your 1nformat10n, we have recelved
- more than 30 calls of condolences regardlng the TWA crash

MRS, CLINTON:’ Thanklyou very much

‘ MS. PEARSON: And thgt might explaln why our screen was
blank for a little while. i Our next caller is Kalten {sp)~in
India. Kaiten, you re oanalk To Amerlca

o - Good evening., Mrs. Cllnton.

CT
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Q I am a blind lilstener, and I'd like to know what is
your role specifically with the charities relating to blind.

"Have you ever visited any |institutions for the bllnd in States or
- in any other country of the wor1d° Thank' you.

MRS. CLINTON Yes, I have And I have visited some of the
institutions in our country, and particularly in the state of
Arkansas. There is qulte a famous institution for the blind. 1In
fact, I beliave that in years past even some people from India’ .
have come to that 1nst1tut10n for education and training.

MS. PEARSON. Thank Qou Kalten, for your call. ThlS
program is being sxmulcast and. broadcast 'in Spanish. Dr. Sylvia
(sp) from Costa Rica wantq to know what your achlevements and
goals for health reform in other countrles ‘might be. R

- MRS, CLINTON Oh, my goodness I don't: have any. goals or
achievements in other . countrles. although I've had some (
fascinating conversatlons}w1th people around the world about
health care issues in the%rbcountrles,and I have learned that
some of the problems we were trying to deal with here in the
United States when my husband propoged health care reform are
problems in other countries as well. So I'm going to continue to
work on this issue and try to learn more, and perhaps learn from
some other countries about what they're- doing to adGIESS their
health care problems.

MS. PEARSON A 1ot of our calls have dealt w1th women's

‘issues, women's rights, wﬁlch I find remarkable, We've had a lot

of calla from women. We Wery frequently don't, even on womern's
health issues. We frequently get calls from men. So T think

4 that we've kind of broken new ground here. (Laughs.)

MRS.‘CLINTON. I'm dqllghted.’

v MS. PEARSON: I'd lzge to talk a little bit about your book,
"It Takes A Vlllage, and Fhat your' goals are and what your
purpose was in writing it,! and also in raising -- you say 1t
takes a village. You're raising a daughter in a village that's
brightly lit. You're under congtant scrutlny " How do vou --
what kind. of parameters have you set? , S

MRS CLINTON Well I wrote'the bobk "It Takes A Village,"

"because after spending about 25 yearsg worklng on behalf of

-

. - c¢hildren's issues and more than 16 raising my daughter, I felt

that in our. country there needed to be an effort to thlnk about.
how we could do better by bur children. 'And it's ‘an issue that

Smany, many people are talklng about trylng to figure out how to -



http:talkil.ng
http:span~.sh

-24-

support families better,‘to give children the kind of education
and training that they need as they go through life And I have
seen many important programs and met very many 1mpr6991ve people

who have devoted thelr llves to this.

So I wanted to wrlte\a book that talked about my own

. upbringing and what Bill and I have.tried to do in raising. our.

own daughter, as well as. maybe introducing people in our country
and around the world to some of the ideas that I know are helping
children. There's nothing like first-hand experience, though,

and trylng to be & good- mother and working with my husband to be
good parents for our daughter has prohably been the best
preparation I .could have had for writing a book or for anything
else having ‘to do with children. And we have tried very hard, as

. I talk about in the book, |[to give her as normal a life as

pOSSlble. I think every child deserves that, espe01ally if their

parents are in the publicleye. So that's what we've worked on.

A%d you know, she's a wonderful young woman and we're very proud
of her. ‘ ' : : -

MSE . PEARSON: YVYou've taken her'on a number of your frlbs
abroad. What do you th1nk were her 1mpre581on8, and what dld you

. want her to learn from those trips?

MR&. CLINTON: Well it was such a marvelous Qpportunlty for
her to be able to see other countries and visit with people. And
I wish every teenager in Amerlca c¢ould have been with me 1n South
Asia or in Bosnia .or Greece or Turkey, as my daughter was, '
because T would like Amerlcan teenagers to know what is going ‘on

-in other parts of the world Sometimes, as your callers suggest,

people around the woérld, thanks to Voice of’ America and the mass
media,’ know much more about what's happenlng in our country than

‘people in our country know about what ‘s golng on elsewhere. - And

I think there's no doubt that the world seems to be getting

smaller. We're more in touch with each other. And T want my
daughter to know as much about what's happenlng in other parts of -
the world as she can. : :

MS. PEARSON: Mrs. Cllnton thank you very much. We're out

of time. 1I'd llke to express our appreciation for your joining

us. . }
MRS. CLINTON: Thank |you. '
MS. PEARSON: : Tomorrow we’ 11 talk to Andrew Young, the

special representative of |[UNICEF to. the Olympics, so be sure CO
join us then on Talk To America. I'm Carol Pearson. :

‘- END
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