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NARRATOR; Today on ~ special worldnet edition of Talk to 
America, U.S. First Lady ~illary Rodharn Clinton talks ab.out her' 
travels around the world and women's,is5ues. 

,At, the U. N,' wo~en' s tonference in BeiJ ing', China, Mrs, 
Clinton spoke' about womeni"s rights in, the'next century. 

MRS. CLINTON: (From: videotape.) If there is one message 
that echoes forth from this conference, let it be that human 
rights are women's rights; and women's rights are human rights 
once and for all. (Applause.)

I ' 

" 
. «'! • . , • ~ 

, And among those r1ghts are ther1ght to speak freely and the 
right to be heard. ,Womenimust' enjoy the rights to participate
fully in the social and P?litical lives of, their countries if we 
want freedom and democracr·to thrive and endure. 

NARRATOR: In India last year, .Hillary Clinton spoke to 
women about their role in; the millennium. " ' 

. . .,' , . 

, MRS. CLINTO~: (FroI.Ydvideotape:) Our meeting today occurs, 
at an historic moment. As we approach a new century, we ,are also 
on the frontier 'of a new world. It is different from the one we 
have known for the past 50 years. It ,is a world in which many
oJ,d divisions have dimini~hed or disappeared. 

NARRATOR: Mrs. Clinton has brought that message to women in 
many countries over the p#st three years; 

• '. '. 
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MRS. CLINTON: I have me{~ new mothers in Indonesia who come 
together regularly in their'village to discuss nutrition, family 
pl~nning and baby care. I have met working parents in Denmark 
who talk about the comfort they feel in knowing that their 
children cim be cared' for' 'in safe and nurturing after-school 
centers. I have met women in South Africa who helped lead the 
struggle to end apartheid.; and are now helping ,to build a,new 
~e~ocracy.' I have met women ,in India and Bangladesh who are 
taking out small ~oans to1buy milk coWs orric]{shawsotthreadil}
order to create a livelihood for themselves and their families. 
I have met the doctors and nurses in :gelarus and Ukraine who are 
trying to'keep children a~ive in the aftermath of Chernobyl. 

NARRATOR: Most rece~tlY, in Estonia, Mrs. Clinton visited 
womenls health centers an¢ sP9ke to specialists in women's 
primary health 'care. 

1 

MRS: CLI~TON: , This is' a,' very cheerful hasp,! tal, ,and that's 
something that makes me feel good. • 

I 

NARRATOR: After watching Estonian folk dancers 'for a while, 
Mrs. Clinton got up and tried some dancing' herself. 

: ' . . . ; 

Mrs. Clinton was in ~icaragua last year to attend the fifth 
conference of wives of he~ds of state' of the Americas to discuss 
the health and education of ,warnen and children. The first lady' 
also ,visited Chile and 13r~zil. . 

On a goodwill trip tb South Asia in April, Mrs. Clinton 
visited schools to promot~ children's welfare', And everywhere, 
she met. with women to hea~ their stories and learn about. their 
lives. 

'Mrs. Clinton was acc6mpanied by her daughter Chelsea while 
visiting'many of the noted sites of Southeast Asia, as well as 
Turkey, where ahe, and Cheisea tookinhistoric'sltesin Istanbul, 
including the Blue Most;rUe: ~n(.:l thQE~e of Sophia, 

MrS. Clinton and her:daugbter were also in Greece. They 
gazed at the ruins ofthe:Acropollspverlooking Athens, where 
ancient Greeks forged the idea of democratic government. Mrs. 
Clinton was on Mount Olympus in western Greece for the lighting
of the Olympic torch. the Olympic Games originated in Greece 
2,700 years ago. ' 

,Thissummer t Mrs~:Clinton was on a goodwill tour of Central 
and Eastern Europe to' shaw U.S. support for the new democracies 
in the region. Walking th~ough Krakow, Poland, with the Polish 
first l'ad"". s;;hQ wa.s Q'reet.4d by a crowd of: __11 -'Wl";.,}i",,.II:'s ;;,."" t:".he> 
C~ty'5 01Q marKe~p1aCe. ' 

http:Q'reet.4d
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I 
In 'Bucharest, Romania~ MI!'s. Clinton';isited'a school, which was 
later named after her.' I 

I 

In the Czech Republic, America',s first:laay.praised the 
Czech people for building a strong Q.emocracyand market economy 
and5aid the road to reform is sometimes a rocky one. ' 

" ~ 

. MRS ..CLINTON: I also carry a message of encouragemept: frOm 
America to people Who, might question the pace of progress or the: 
peiin of change. Perfecting democracy isa never~ending~, 
challenge . 

. ~, 

, NARRATOR: The firslt. lady aDd Chels~a were also with the 
A,mer~can. peacekeep~ng trloops in Bosni~. . She ~alked' among the' 
soldl.era, talked wl.th them, .and --most 1mportantly -- she 

.. listened and shared the itroops '. dinner in the dining hall .. 
~eeting with Bosnians," she announced an. initiative to proviae 
relief to Bosnian fam11i!es and the most ,h~lpless victims I. 'saying 
Ap-lericans are uniquely ~quip~ed tobr.ing this sort ,of support', 

• 
,. 

Mrs. Clinton",is, the best-traveled first lady since the days
of.Eleanor Roosevelt; , 

• I • . 

ZB~SXTXOH·TO VcA STUDIO - LtYB ~ROGRAM aEGINS 
, .. I, "" "'" ' 

. . '.' - 1" '. ~ . ", 

ANNPUNCER: . LivE; from Washington r this is ,Talk to America . 


• ' !.' 

Mrs. Pearson: Hi.' I'm Carol Pearson. And our'guest ,today
really needs no special!introduction~ She is Hillary Rodham· 
Clinton, America's' first lady. . : , ' 

Today our program is being simulcast on both the voice of 
America and on Worldti~ti Television. 'It is also simultaneously', 

, translated 'and broadcasF in several languages .. 

If you have a qUestion on' any topic f:6r Mrs. Clinton, give 
us a call. ' Our telephope num:ber 15202-619-3111., Ask your : 
international, operator ito connect you withthe"united States and 
reverse the charges. 

I, 

Mrs. Cl~nton, welc10me to Talk to America. 

MRS., CLINTON: Th~~ you,' Carol. I'm very pleased to be 
here at VOA as we refer to it. 

,.. 

• 
,,' 



• 	
-4­

, i " 	 " ,
I think r want to start by saying, though, "that many of us want 
,to extend condolences to ithe famtlies of the victims of the TWA 
crash. The presidentref:erred to that earlier this morning" 
Words are hardly ,adequate: to the extent of loss that people' have 
suffered in,.'a n1.lrober of c'ountries, but ,I hope that people all 
over the wor~d will be p~aying and thinking about the victims and 
,th~ir families and loved 'ones. , ' 

'j 

'That's one of the great 'opportul.1ities that the voice ,of 
America' provides, is by linking people, up in good times and bad 
and getting information dut,to citizens of nearly every country 
since 1942. Arid althoug,h this is my first oppor,tunity to appear 
her'e, I, am delighted.r!have .followed the work of the Voice 'of 
America' ,for many years aq.d think, it has been a very important 

"" 	 part of America's mission in' providing information throughout th~ 
world. And sot thank yo,u for 

, 
inviting me 

~ , 
here today.

• j • 

MS~ PEARSON:':M~s. Clinton, you 'ge~erate 'press coverage no 
matter where', you go or, n9 matter what you do - in fact',. even 
coming here to the Voicejof'America. There's a front'page story 

,0lJ. The Wa,ll Street Journal, ,a paper ,that's read by about two 
m~llion people daily; 'And it's not so imich about your visit " 

• 

,here, but about the fact that it was reported that some questions' 

are off limits., Is ther~ any topic that you' reunwilling to 

d~scuss? 


MRS. CLINTON: W~:l1~ I haven't in my OWl:J, 'history in the'last 
seve~al years'known of ahy topics that are'off limits. And 
certainly neither I nor anyone ,who works for me said anything 
about any question being~ off.' limits for Voice or America or " 
anything .else, ,,We were laughing about' that article this morning, 

., because I think if we stbppedand added up 'all of the questions' ' 
I've been asked over the: last five years, Ican"t' imagine that 
there's any topic I haven't been, ai?ked about. So I welcome, 
questions from any listener about an'y,thing anywhere" in the world. 

MS, PEARSON:' Our ibternad.ona.l aud'1ence, I think, would 
want to know, about the r:ole of the first lady arid,. in particular I 

your visits' aproad ,and ~our'focus on/these visi ts '. ',' I think you 
a;re about the" most widel,y ,traveled fJ.rst lady f ,one who, has gone, 
without' her husband a,ndihas a special agenda'. , 

MRS. CLIN'I'ON : Well;, I doubt if I've yet come anywhere nea~ 
',Mrs. Roosevelt's 'touring, because she was the, not, only eyes and 
ears, but often the. legs; of ,her husband I. ~ndmade many" many: 
trips ,on her. own througqout the world and reported back. to her 

, j 

'~ . 
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husband, as Ido withmi~e. I feel very privileged to be ,able to 
travel, as I have in the last several years, to visit countries 
bqth with my huspand on Qfficial trips, but' then also on my own 
to. try., perhaps in a more intormalway than the president is able 
to when he visits other countries, to actually meet people and 
heq.r their concerns and talk to 'them about thei'r futures and what 
they're contending withfnterms of the challenges of modern 
life. ; , 

So 'Whether I-'ve beeri in South America' or in South' Asia, trom, 
Beijing to any of the cities 'and countries I just ,visited in 
Central Europe J I feel. very privileged to go there and listen and 
try to convey some of'wh~t is going on in America to people
elsewhere as well. ! 

MS. PEARSON:' But Ydu also seem to have a particular, oh, I 
guess -- I don . t want to Isay fondness, but you talk fre'quently'
about women ',6 ri,ghts. ' 

• 
MRS, CLINTON':' Right:, I do. :i: talk a lot about women's and' 

children'S needs and rigb;ts and families and the pressures they
face today. rhose a:t;e,i~sues I've worked OIl for more than 25' 
years here at home.' ADd icertainlyas anyone who attended the 

:United Nations conference in Beijing can 'remember, there are many 
similarities in. the issues facing women throughout the world, 
regardleas of the societ~ in which they live and its stage. of 
development. So 'that, for me, being able to meet women 
particularly as I travel land talk with them has been'one of the 
personal plea~ures. ' , ' , . 

, , 
, . , i" , " " 

And I've had manyc:onversations in practically every country.
with women from various wal~s of life and experiences. and I find 
that we have so much more! in common than what divides us, ,that 
che racial and· religious .iand ethnic and polit'ical divisions are 
often not so important as:, you know,what it means to ·be a women 
today, to try to contend rith the stresses;o£ raising children, 
often contributing to the income of the family'" exercising, 
political and legal right's and responsibilities. So, for me, 
it's been very gratifying to have these opportunities. 

, I'· 

MS. PEARSON: Isthe:re anything in particular that you would 
'like to accomplish as. fit;st lady? 

MRS. CLINTON; Well,: I ha'lreworked in cl1e last three and a 
halfyeara on issues that!! brought with me to the White House . 

. I want to be a voice for 'children and for women and families. As 
I have tried, whether·it ,IS on health care or education or the 
ne~ds of children in fost;er care or the limits on women getting
aCcess to credit or many :of the other iSSUQ's that:, I haVG talked 
'abou1:. ana worked on,' : 



• 
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I'm also veryconcern~d ,'~6l4't what is call~dcivil soci'ety, '" 
whether, it's here or Clbroad, hOw. countries and, societies'c'reate 
democratic, functioning rtations; 'especi,ally when '50 many new 
countries are ~tr':l~gling {wit:b theSE! ,issues'~, So ,th~,t, w~st~e, " 

, focus of my trl.p' 1I1,<;:entlial : Eur::?pe as I spoke about those, lssues,,;' 
" , withnon-governmentalorgan~zat10ns as well as, governmental, 


,offioia.lsand'bus1ness};)~ople;. '", ' , " ' 

. 'J.. ' ''-'., . , • " • 

,," 'So fO'qusing on what:- II consider, ,the bread-::ar:d-butter issbes, ' 
'about,you know, 'hqw.people are ahle, to, have a Job, and make an 

income and support, their l£;:unilies ,and, make a,'coiltribution to,
". ., '. . ' I' t " " I. • • •the1r soc~ety --,those ar.e ~ssu~s that a~e not Just women's 
is,sues. ,They're people'sl issuesj, men ,and women today are facing,
them., """,' ,: ,<,' , ' , ' , " " 

MS. 'PEARSON: Does i.lt e;~rfrust::rate you' ,that you cannot get 
,', 'more, involved' in either. dome.s.t:ic· policy, or law? ',',' 

.' , , I '_, ._'. . , 

• 

MRS~' CLINTON: ,NO'. Ii"worked,very hard tlie 'f .List two years of 
the presiaent IS" admini'st:i:-'ation ,on health care r~form. I'm still 
working OIl that .. Im~et !regularly with people around oux:: .own .. 
country, as.wellas abroatl, _who are concerned about how we will 
finance, health ca~e: for an aging ,population or how we will cover, 
c:h;lldren whose parents ineligible for. private or public 
insurance. So'I'm contin~in9'to work on matt,ers tha);:. are of 
inte~est tome ,and ·6f, concern"to the president:,

" , ", ;, . I, ' ' ,
" ' 'I ,-' ,

There ,are many I manYI :Lssuesthat I worK on beca~se ! I,m. asked 
to. address them by either peopl'e r meet ,around the country.or ,. 
'even the, world or by my husband and people' on his staff or in the 
Cabinet. So I try to. be as involved 'as I can, given the limits,. 
on my Qwn time "'and, schedule. " '. ­

, ',J", ,,' , 

. ,. , '., I" _ :. ' . J " • -, , • :" ~. _ I ' "'­

MS. PEARSON: You"reI11s~e.iang ,to. TaH~,.to.Amer1ca/coming 'to 
· you' from' the voice, of Ame~ica" and from worldnet Television in 
· Washington ~ I I m_carol,'pe~rson. " , 

, " . I ' " ' , "" 
Mrs:.' Cfinton,"I. thinf we' r~, going to ,go to· the :phones right 

nO~1 because we have a nuI'nber 'of callers. " 
. . '.. ', ., ' 'i' ,. ' . 

I 'd~ like to first goiWith' Srik:an (sp). in Madras. Srikan, 
you're on Talk to .Americ:a,~:, ' 

h k .: ' . idf' ,', . Clinton,' 'and myQ , T an ' you. .'c< Gocp . a ~e:tnoo.Q./.· Mrs .. 
heartfelt' condolences to America as:wel'l as to the families and, 
'friends' andrelatiolu:'l oe' ~ll ,those who were involved in the' 
, crash.'. ' Md.-mY, questi'on to Mrs . ,'Clinton is! 'She ~as in 'India 
sometime 'back, and what d6es she,think'of India? 'What are the, 
th~tig:i. that· America can -l'earnfrom,· India? . And' what, are the . 

· thin""s that India ,can lea:tn from Atne:d.ca? ' Th<::\uk: VO,l..l. .' •. : 

.' 
• 1d I ' .. 

, 
1 
f. 

http:Atne:d.ca
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MRS. CLINTON: That IS' a ~onderfulquestion, arid I couldn't " 
possibly do it justice i~ just a few, sentences, but let me say
that I 'was very impresseqt by my trip to Indil;1.. My daughter and I 
were overwhelmed by the history and ~he richness of the culture 
and the way in which theilndian people have maintained a 
democracy, bringing toge~her citiz~p,s, of different religious and 

, ethnic and cultural back!'lJrounds. It's the largest democracy in 
the entire world. So" fq;r me, visiting the largest democracy 
with such a rich and deeo history was a personal pleasure. 

, 'f 

I also saw signs ofjtheefforts being taken in India 
politically and economically 'to better prepare the Indian people 
for the challenaes6f th~ future and the global economy. AndI 
was impressed by many of: the educational and economic changes
that I was told about. 

,I think that certainly India, 'like t,he. United States, will 
face challenges in the ~pture in making sure that all of ~he 
people are. not left beh~pd 'as the economy becomes more 
technological or automat~d,. and both of our governments ,will have 
to work and find ways ~h~twill enable people to continue living 
peacefully together desp~te diversity. So I think that India and 
the .United States have many opportunities for partnership and 
friendship going into. tne future ,and I 'look' forward to workingI 

to strengthen our ties. i ' ' 

MS. PEARSON: Thank: you', Srikan, for your call. 

We'll go next to AShkan (sp) in Iran.' Ash~an, you Ire on 
Talk to America. '. r, ," 

from Iran. As far I ;)mOW, you have never been to' Iran. 

'Q Hi. It's my great honor to talk to you, Mrs. Clinton. 

MRS. CLINTON; Thadk you.
. I .

i ' 
Q My name is Ashkan'. Ilm 18 years. And I'In calling 

as 
What's your idea about lranian people, and especially Iranian 
teen-agers l lives and tne" way they are treated? 

MRS. 'CLINTON: . Wel]~ I doni t have any firsthand knowledge.
I never been to your coclntry. I do have fr.i.ends who are ' 
Iranian-Americans who have ta'lked. of the beauty of Iran, the 
history of Iran. I must say, though, as an American, I am often 
quite confused by some ~f.what I hear goes on ,in I:tanby.the 
government that is currently power and ,the attitudes that are 

I . 
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engendered against my, co~try, w~tchIthink'.'isvery regrettable.
So I would ,hope that at some future' date perhaps the gove~nment 
of Iran would become more' open to the, rest of the world, more 
willing to share information and ideas and be more open to a 
better relationship with1not only my country but the entire 
world. ! 

i 

So, unt!'! that timeJ'!'m atraid. I will not have the: 
opportunity for any first!:hand knowledge, but I am hopeful'that
conditions and'circumstartces will improve anCicqange in the ' 
future. ' , 

, ' I " 
MS. PEARSON: Mrs. Clinton, we, mentioned at the top of the 

show, that this program i~ being simultaneously translated and 
broadcas~ in a number of ilanguages. 'One of our callers would , 
like to know -- it says, liThe America 'media says Mrs. Clinton may
become the first U.S. female president:." ,And' this ca:llerwants 
to know what you think at',out this.' , 

, 1 ' ' , 

MRS. CLINTON: well,i the ~erican media says many things'

about me, 'and I think that it salways int~resting to see what
I 

the latest c,omment miqht !be. I don't believ'e that very many 
people in America would think that.' s a very accurate statement. 
But certainly 1tm interested in seeing more citizens, like 
myself, who ar~ not in e~ectetl office or who ,have ever run for 
elected office be involved in the,po,litics of our country-- not 
just voting,'· but beinga~tive in politics. 'And that I s what I see 
my role as, and that's w~at it will continue to be. 

MS. PEARSON: Thank Iyou. 

'Chung Lao (sp) inC~ina, you' are on. Talk to Arrierica. 
I 

Chung Lao.is not th~re"but i do have a folloW-Up question
fo that, in that who do you handle the press or how do you'reac~ 
to it? It!s always wonderful to see good things about you in the 
paper. But you've seen a lot ,of things t~at; yqu probably ,would,
prefer not to see writ.ten, about you. 

I 

MRS. CLINTON: t?ell ~; I've 9'0tten ~othe DoiI?t where, ~ just 
it as part of what llfe ln' WaShlngton 1n these, tlmes cons~sts of, 
and there are as many dif;ferent approaches .and, at.titudes 1n, the 
press as there are in Ame'rica. And some people are favorable and 
,some people aren't, andiou just have to accept it for what it 
is. 

, 

, I 
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MS, PEARSON: Jose from 'panama wants to know what your view'of 
development in the s~'rtigg~es o,f Latin American -- he bas a 
question about your view in the s,trtl~gles of La.tin, American 

," ,Iwomen. 

MRS. CLINTON~ Well, I r hi:ld a very int.eres.ting trip.to Latin 
America. I visited Nica,r~guaand Chile and Bra2iland Paraguay, 
9-nd I felt that there was! a 'lot of movement going on, because now 
all but one country in" thf:!! Western Hemisphere is democra'tic. So 
that the opportunlties for women and men to be full participants
in their society 'is great~r than I think it' $ ever been:in .the 
history of Latin America',' " ,;' , ' 

, ' ." , '. i , "" " , . . ' 
And I met an extraor~inary number of women who are blazlng

trails. They're doing things .that had never been done by women 
before'. whether .it I.S starting their .own micro-bank in Managua' or 
being part of a very exci~ing effort to engage in .social reform 
in Sa~tiago or the first 'ladies of, the hemisphere 'whom I met with 
in Paraguay or talking wi.th many of the concerned women I met in 
Brazil about the social problernsthat .. country faces. 

, ~ ,I, 	 '., '. 

• 
,So I was privileged to meet a lot, of women at all. levels of 

,society who are co:mmit.ted! to improving not onlythE1!ir own liveSt 
but the lives of their f~ili~s and communities. ' 

i, 	 ' 

MS. PEARSON: Iran ('~p) in Nepali. you are' on Talk to 
America. ' 

We seem to be havingi some difficulty with the li~es. I'd 
.' 	 like to let our callers know that the number to call is . 

202-619-3111. If you talk to your international operator, ask 
the operator to. connect ybu with the United States and reverse 
the charges. ! 

Iran in Nepal, you are on Talk to Ameri:ca . Go "'ahead with 
your question. Well t I t~ink he'~ on. , 

C, Hello? 

MS. PEARSON;YeS t h~llo? 

• I 
Q Hello?, Is th1~ the question? 

I , 
MS. PEARSON: Yes, you're on Talk to America. You're 

talking to Mrs. Clinton, I 

Q Madame, . I am t~ankful to talk to you. 
, 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank: you very muoh. 

• 	
j 
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Q And .1 have one quesitionthat .:..- after the democracy came 'in 
Nepal and, South Asia, it!seems th,,at the democ'l:'acy, is i'buying'" the' 
people, going for the people,' and "oft" the people -...: p-f-f -­
lIoff" the people. What AInerica ,is thinking in the ,future dOing 
in this democracy developinent in South Asia, and as the first 
lady, not only the' Ameridl, but also thewoild, whatY0u are 
thinking of all these things? . 

I 

MRS. CLINTON: Well,; I saw firsthand the dem<?cratic changes 
in South Asia. I was in Nepal and visited with the 
democratically elect:ed government there. As you may know, I've 
also been. in India and Bangl1!ldesh and pakistan and Sri' Lanka, arid 
I'm encouraged by what. I ,~Q~ with, the,' good outcome~'of free and, 
fair elections and the: orderly transfer of power between 
governments . " I think .tha,t is a very' good s ign' for South As ia. . 

,,' 'I' .. ' , , ..,. " 

Now; 'democracy,' as r: saidin;a r.ecent spee~hin Prague in 
the Czech Republic, is a process. It is neV9r cornpl9ted. Even 
in our country we l:J.ave to I continue to try to" work to improve and 
perfect our democracy. .Aq.d sq I do. not see that in any country.
in the world that.is a democracy have all the problems .been 
solved... .And so' people m.u~t be patient'. They must· work, and they 

• 
. must understand that demoqracy takes a lot of· effort over 
generations. But I am ve't:yencouraged by what I have seen in 
your c:::ountry ~rid ..,in the o~her: countr.ies of· South' ASi~. . 

. - 1 ;
MS. PEARSON; Thank you, It:an, .for your call,:' 

Our next oaller is ir1 Saudi' Arabia. Kairee Csp), you're'on
Talk to America. 

Q Yes, good afternoon to everyone there.' It is Kairee 
Sinz (sp) from Maden, Turkey, :but I am calling from the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. 

1 
Mrs. Clinton, do you p.aveany plans and activity in· the 

future for Bosnian women abd children? Because they are 
suffering from war and sbokt of medicine. ' Thank you very much, 
Mrs. Clinton. i 

MRS. CLINTON: ThanK you for your 9011cern about the Bosnian 
women and children" I saw; thai:: firsthand when I visited Bosnia, 
and I spoke with a number ~f representatives of-organizations . 
attempting to 'help rebuild;Bosnia and particularly to help with 
the health and education needs ot Bosnian women and children. 

• , ,I 
, 
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i 
We are working QUite hard here in the United 'States to bring more 
attention to these problems and more. resources.' Our ambassador 
co. Austria, Ambassador Swannee Hunt (sp) I has been spearheading' 
an effortonbehalf.'of.rnany of us in the United'States to try to

.• • '. '. ,'I . 	 ' ,
brlnQ more attent10n and fto collect mor,eresources. My friend, 
Queen Noor of Jordan, waS ·recently with Ambassador Hunt in Bosnia 
to try to not only talk a;bout what needs to be done, but to 
actually'deli,ver some heLp.. ' 

. ..!.. '. 	 . 
So this is a concern that I,hope people around the world 

share. And certainly thel United 'States' will stay involved. We 
. know thac a last.iIig peace: for Bosnia requires that women and 

children be taken care· ofi, and that isa particular concer~ of 

mine. 


MS. PEARSON: oui next caller is Vashant (sp) in I'ndia .. 

Vashant, you're on Talk tp America. 


1 

'Q Yes" good e:vening to .you. 
. . I . 

MS. PEARSON: Good evening, Vashant . 
.. ' 

'Q .:The. first lady; writ~s a column' in one of our Sunday
newspapers.' i 

. i
MRS. CLINTO~: . That's right. 

QShe. is, a lady who is always on the move. When does 
she actually get time to sit and write a column for all of us?' 

, , ·1.. 
MRS. CLINTON! (Lauglis.) That's a very good question. I 

ask myself that some week~ when the column is due. ~ have some 
people who help me with ideas and suggestions about the column, . 
and it haa to be done'--:- t.he way I work it is it'has to be done 

.	by late on Tuesday in my ~oun try. ' And . som~how .over .the weekend 
and on Monday and on Tuesday I have the time to figure out what 
it is we're going to say and how I'm going to say it' and to write 
and edit the column. Apd,: luckily, I have some very good' . 

" 	assistants who provide me jwith tbe kind of help.lneed on a . 
weekly basis . ' , ' i . ' , . .' . 

. " . 	 :. .~' 

But, you Know, it's b.eena great eye-opener for me, because 
I now realize more than, I :ever did 'how difficult it is to write 
every day, let alone everYi week. But I thank yo~ for at·lea.st· 
reading my column in your paper in lndia. " . 

I 
I 

MS. PEARSON: Our nex't ca.ller is Fatima in Iran. Fatima, 

you I re on Talk to America.! 


• 
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http:done'--:-t.he


i 
" 

~12-• 
Q' lIello. . 

t 

i' 
'. i 


MS. PEARSON: Hello« i 


! 

Q I' just want to ; know -- hi. 

MRS. CLINTON: Hi, how are you?, 
. '. I . ' , " 

Q. Why did you ...: - Ithank you. Why did. go to China for 
that conference last year? .Because everything you want is in 
America~ Thank you.· rc~n hear it from radio. , 'I ., 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank:yo'u for calling., I was very honored to 
be one of'the people repr~senting the united states at the 
conference in Beijing, and I was very pleased that I believe 
nearly every cou~try in the world sent representatives to this 
fourth international conference on Women. '. .. .I '. . . 

• 
. I believe that· many o;f' the issu~s that: women face in my 

country are also faced by ~omen throughout the world and that 
women have much in common,i that there are ways we can work 
together ,and support each pther in common efforts on behalf of 
educating-young girls, fori example, and ensuring access to higher 
education; in making sure pealth care is available throughout a 
women1s life whenever the women needs. health care; in making sure 
that women'S political andl legal rights are protected; and in . 
ensuring that, whenwomen~ork, thac they are given the .same 
opportunities as men in th~ workpla.ce. ' 

. I . , 

.,! '. ­

There ,are many 'issues! that '! thin.k:we have'in common; and as 
. I have. worked On such issu~s in my own country. for many years,' r 
was very,privilegepto pe ~ong wqmen and m~n who have similarly 
worked on such issues and to try to find common ground so that we 
could help each other. • .1 

MS. PEARSON: We're g6ing to continue,with our broadcast. 
If you have a call for -- Qr have a question for Mrs« 'Clinton,' 
our telephone number is 20~-619-31l1. 

.' I , . . 

.We do ha.ve a caller from Poland ... This', program is'.being,.
translated intQ Polish. W~s Wudj (sp), the city of Wudj, ever on 
yOur itinerary when you toipoland? And he wanted to know 'why you
didn't visit· WUdj. ,.

'j , 

MRS. CLINTON; ,Oh~ I JishI'd had'more in poland.'J: was 
able to visit. Krakow and w~rsaw. It was my second visit t'o' 
Warsaw. One of the great q.ifficulties in t~aveling in an 

• 

I 

I 
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official capaci~y·as I,d<;jtoday is that, unlike,,,,:,hen I was a 
student or a pr1vate clt1zen" I'm unable togo everywhere I would, 
like to go. But I'm looking ',forward to returning to Poland at 
some time in the future.: ' . ' 

I 

, MS" PEARSON: I'd li~e to tell our listeners that, beginning 
tomorrow/ I will be in'Atlanta/ Georgia. Talk to America 'will 
originate from .Atlanta,fr6m the, site of the 1996 Olympics. We'll 
be talking to Andrew YOWlS, who's one ot'our guests. He is the 
s~ecial representative of~UNICEF to the Olympics. Mr. Young is a 
former U~ S. 'ambassador tOI the U. N. ,He I s also a former mayor of, ' 
Atlanta. I am "sure that we welcome of all of your questions. 
It '51730 Universal Time', : 

I 

• 

. Today's program is kleing simulcast on'the voice of America 
and worldnet Televisiori, ilt's also being translated and 
broadcast into several,languages. I'd like'to mention that Talk 
to Amerioa is nowavailab~e on the Internet. If your Internet 
computer -- connected ,computer is equippec:l to' play digital audio, 
you can hear Talk to Amer~ca by connecting to VOA's public
,Internet server. "Our addr;ess to ,the World Wide Web is ' 
www. voa.. gov. That ',5 www. Vjoa. gOY • Each, day's program is 
available shortly after its conolusion at 18 hours Universal 

, I ' 
T1me. ! 

I'm Carol ,Pearson. And for those of you who are joining us" 
today's guest iS,Hillary ~odham Clinton, the first lady of the 
United States of America. i If you hav~questi~n~ for ~s., 
Clinton, give us a call. lour telephone number 15 202-619-3111'. 
Make Che call collect. We will pay for the charges. ' 

I 

I'Let's go now to Maiyuaen (sp) in Malaysia. Maiyuden, you 
are on Talk to America. !

I ' 

Q Yes. Hello, ma6ame'? 
j 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, h~l~o. 

Q I am speaking from Malaysia. My name is Maiyuden 
Ahmed (sp). I'm a oitizen; of Bangladesh',' I want to know from 
you --last year when, 'YOU are visiting our Bangladesh how you are 
feeling about ~ur people: ! ' " ' 

I ' 

MRS_ CLINTON: Well, I had a marvelous time in your country, 
and both my daughter and I', were very impressed by the hospitality 
and warmth of the people of Bangladesh. Everyone rec~ived us so 

, , , 

• 
I 

I' 

I 

, ! 
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I
graciously. We wereablelto visit a village that I was very . 

. honored.to visit, to see ,inaction the results of the work of the 
Gramine (sp) Bank, which started in Bangladesh and is now a model 
for similar 'efforts throughout tqe world to help people increase 
their incomes and create jobs for them. . . , 

. I 
, • l J ..

The countrys~de as Iiflew over ~t was very lush. and green; 
and I came away with a ve~y favorable impression of' what the 
people of Bangladesh wereatternpting to do to make a better 
future for themselves .. Arid I hope I will have a chance to return 
for another visit sometim~ in the future. 

MS. PEARSON; MaiyudJn, thank you very much for your call. 
I 

If you ,have any ques~ions for'Mr~; Clinton, it looks like we, 
have a line or two open, so' give usa ..call. '" 

, I 
Our next callfZ!r is L~Yla in Albania. Layla, you're on 'raU;; 

to America. ' 

Q Yes,hello~ 

• MRS. CLINTON: Hello.; 

Q 'Hello, Mrs. Cl~nton. 

MRS. CLINTON: Hello-i 
I 
I . 

• . Q. It's,our.honor Ito sp~ak to you. I'm calling .from , 
Tl.rane in Albanl.a,· and myna.me 1S Layla TUrnanska (sp) 'c' I am the 
representative of the .Foun~ation 'of Protection of Women ; and, 
Children. i' 

i 
As far as· you know, Ailbania came out from'the most severe 

dictator' communis't system lin east of" Europe, and the Albanian 
woman began to feel really: free with impltenientation of thQ , 
democratic system in our country.. We have a lot of problems to 
resolve, and even with our: foundation. We have a rich program in 
process of women and child~en in our country. I am glad to 'say 
to you that our president of honor of this foundation is the 
first Albanian lady, Mrs. ~ydia Berisha (sp)', which is helping us 
so much. ' ' ',' 

I 

But our first QUestioh for the first; American lady that we 
reallYlfldmire and appreciat.e for her intp.lligence and her' , 
activity is t.he following: i,Have you any' project for the:':Albanian. 
woman? It ,will "be very importan't to tis if we will see you one 
day between us. : 

• 
. I 

I ", 

http:honored.to
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And the second question --1 
J 

rMS. PEARSON: Okay, Layla, let ,'s take your first question at . 
this time, .okay? Andth@nl . 

, I 
, ' i'

Q ' Okayr okay,.'~ thank you., . " l .' . 

MS. ,PEARSON; '-:--: j'ust! hold on. We'll get to' the second one. 
I 

MRS,. CLINTON: We'll,jI hope I will' have a chance to visit 
Albania sometime. It is a country that. has been fascinating to 
many people because it wa~ sO olosed.and, as you said, under such' 
tight control for'so many ,years. And now it has rejoined the 
community of democratic nations and working for a better future, 
and I'm delighted that th~re is a foundation such as you describe 
that is dedicated to womeri and children and that your first lady 
is involved in these issu~s: " 

, I 

• 
I hopetha t you I ve ,had a ,chancer as r m sure you have, to' 

read someo! the doc~eritsthat came out of the Beijing
conference which ha,vevery practioa,l' advice for, improving 
conditions for women and that your work will be very successful, 
so that by the, time I do ~ave an opport1.,lnity to vis.tt Albania, 
you and others will'be able to show me the result.s,of what 
democracy has meant fo:r ri6t only woine~ but men as well in your 
country. ! 

i ' 
MS. ,PEARSON:' Okay" J\.ayla, what is your second question?

. , 

o Okay, I thanktou very much. And 'this is very 
important to us', I am leaving you -- hoping you to have a day
between us-- hoping for you to'have a 'day between us. It will 
bereally a g~eat day foriAlbanian women,.I assure you. And I 
thank you ,again. 

MRS. CLINTON: Thank:you for calling. 
. " 

" 

MS, PEARSON: Okay/'thank you ve,ry much, Layla. 
. " " . I 

Steve, in Jerusalem, 'you're' on Talk to America,. 
, '1 

Q Hi, ,Mrs. Clinton. It's aP:rivilege to speak with you. 
I'm an admirer 'of both yah and your husband, and I'm simply . 

,interested in your 'feelini;J about the Middle East peace process . . 

• 
, 

MRS. CLINTON! Well, :' SLeve, i;ll;;l Ll.l~,1-'L 1:I~.iu.\!fuL hai.;; said, we 
are hopeful here in the United States that the peace process will 
continue, that both the s~curity issues and other issues will be 
the sUDjeot of continuing'discussions. The president was pleased 
by the recent Visit f,roro ~he new prime min'ister. .And as you m9-Y 

I 
I 

. I 



•• 

•• 

:", . I 
I 

i. 
-16­

I 

I '" I 

have'already heard on an ,earlier broadcast of.Voice of ,America, 
Dennis Ross, the president's emissary on

l 
Middle East peace 

proc,es~ matters I. will be Imaking, some (;i.dditidncil trips, into' the 
regi6n. I . 

SOl clearly, .the ,Un~ted Stat.es stands as a friend and 
supporter of Is.rae.l and hopeful that the peace process will be 
able to continue." I " ," . 

I " 

MS. PE:~SON: Steve/! thank you for your call . 

. We'd l'ike to 'remind tour listeners that we,hayea lin~ior two 
that are -- we have ,a couple of· lines' open .. The number.toeall 
is 202-619-3111. Ask th~ operator to connect you with the United 
States and reverse the cqarges. i, ' .'., '. 

. I . . .' ", 
Steve was talking about ·the Middle East.peace process. J:i"ow 

politically involved does:a first lady get?
I ' , . 
! " . ., 

MRS . CLINTON:' Oh,]don.~ t .have any idea, because every 
. 'women who's been in this Iposition has 'been, involved to whatever 

extent she thought was bJst for her 'and her:, husband and what 
contribution' she wanted tio make', . I have yet to read about one 
that wasn't involved, to some extent in some' activity that' could 
be construed as po1iticaJ.!~' '~ut, there ,isn't any formula for it·. 
And certainly if you look "at some of the women who I ve bssnin 
this position in the past, they.were deeply involved with very. 
strong opinions about matters that they thought ,were of· 
imp6rta.nceeither.t~.the~r hm;;baud or to. the country. . . I ' . . , .. 

MS. PEARSON: "But speaking from a.personal standpoint, how 
much politiGal influencejdo you see yourself as having? ' 

MRS:, CLINTON!' I doJ It' think' ; ~a~' really answer-that .with 
any definitive answer, because 'my husband I for anyone'who knows 
him, seeks advice from a !wide range of people. In fact,. I ,think 
that's one of his great strengths, is that he solicits ' 
information and advice arid then makes up his~mind based on the 
best advice he can recei~e, and sometimes he asks me and .' 
sometimes I volunteer. We've been married for ,more than 20 

. years. We talk about al~ kinds ofm~tters. But,: my' advice, like. 
anyone's advice, is, carefully weighed by him and he makes the 
decisi·on., ' .. ' ; . , 

MS. PEARSON: What would you ,like to accomplish as first 
lady? .. The polls now indil,c.ate that. you ,may hav~ four :.more ye9-rs 
as first ·lady. ­

: r' 

.... 

. I 
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MRS. CLINTON: Well, I would like to be able to' have made a 
contribution to irnproving1the lives of Americans, particularly
American' children; and,pell'haps expanding to the world some of the 
ideas that we hold dear h~re at.home, what I call the alliance of 
values that I think needs Ito be'd9velop9d'betwgen p90ple of 
democratic countries and those who share democratic values.' 

I dan; ~ know; t.ha t thJre' S any ~ay to thi,nk aboutale~acy . 
I don't think like that~ Iso I'm not going to:evenspeeulateon
it., That will be for.oth~rs. But I intend to continue doing
everyday what I've done '~or more than 25 years, which'is to work 
on behal! at issues and concerns that I care about, also to do ' 

, '. \. ' 

what my husband,asks'me to do, whether it's take a trip or take 
on a project like looking:into the illnesses of Gulf War 
veterans I which I did last year -- whatever it might be. And at 
the end qf the day it'll l?e for historians to decide what that 
all adds 'up. 

I 

MS. PEARSON: And would your activism continue even after 

you leave the White House~ Is that what your intent is? 


I , . 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, '\ I 'va always been. act i ve . I t would have 
been unusual for. me to ha-t,e stopped being as ',involved in iSE!ues 
when I carne to the White House as I had been before. Whether my
husband were president or fnot, 'I would still be inVOlved in these 
issues,. Those are the issues that I\care about;. I've worked. on 
women's issues andeducat.ilon and health issues' and children's 
issues ever since I was in college. So for me it's just part of 
who I' am, and it is not 'going to either stop or s,tart depending 
upon where I happen to Ii~e. 

, ,I· •
MS.' PEARSON: Has yo-q.r role as fl.rst lady -- it's changed 


over the past few years, but how has it changed from the 

perception you had before !you got int'o the White House? And then 
starting in the White House, how have' you had to change the role 
and change the views of what you can accomplish or else modify it
• ?' I . '. ' ,1n some way., .', • , . . 

I 

MRS. CLINTON: 'We.II, iI don't .'think there should be' anyone
definition of the role, because the people who have been in this 
position ,have been ,so di~'ferent. And! would not want anyone to. 
say that people haye to' do what I did, because that may not be 
someone's experience'or their interest., Arid so I think we ought 
,to ge't to the point not only in America, but throughout the 

'world, where we respectp~ople ',for what the choices are that . they
,make, men and womE;!n, and not t.ry to put people into stereotypes.
about'what they shouidoriehould not be doing. ,And I think ' 
that's as true not only for a woman in my position today. but 
when my husband wasn It, pr~,sidentl when, you know, I was a working 

. mother, when I worried, about, you know, car pooling and 
baby-aittingand all the 6ther thinga that mill~onoQnd million5 
of women are concerned about . 
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, , 

I would like to see women ,I regardless of their choices in life, 
be given respect, so that,: if they are full-time mothers cmd 
homemakers, that is a resdected choice; if they are in the world 
of work and maybe don' t e~en marry or, ,if they do, choose nO,t to 
have children, that that would be a respected'choice; and if for 
most of us .in the world the choice is to try to have both family
and outside the heme,that ,that, too, would be respected. So 
that, even though I'm now tin this ,position with very high public
visibility, I don't feel any differently than I did before I'was 
in the position, that I am an individual, every woman is'an 
individual, everyman is ~ individual, and we all make what we 
think of as the bestchoides we can for our life. ' 

I ' 	 ' 
!Uld I would hope, tha~ whoever C(:>ll'ies after me, whenever. that 

is -- and maybe some day even a, man l.f. we have a woman presl.dent 
that that person will be allowed to make the choices that are 

right for her or for 	him. 'j ',' 
, I ' 

'MS. PEARSON; Let's go back to the telephones. Jim in 
Turkey, you're on Talk,to IAmerica. 

Q' (Off ~i~roPhonJ.) 
MS., PEARSON: Jim, plle~s~ 'turn your radio down and t~lk 'to, 

the first lady.' i "'.'" 
, I 

Q Hello? I 

MRS. CLINTON: Hello .'	I 


1

Q Hello? 

I' 'T
MRS. CLINTON: . Hello.1 . 

1,' I'q Hi, Mrs. c ~nton. 
I 

MRS. CLINTON~ Hello .: How are you? 
, 

Q Fine. How are 	I¥ou.· 

I , 


MRS. CLINTON; . Fine"lt~ank you. 

MS. PEARSON: Go ahea~ ,with your que'stion. 

Q Thank you. Yes:, 
I 

I would like to I'm calling from 
Turkey -- Istanbul. 



.• 
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' 

'I 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. 
" 

,Q And I would like to ask 'Yov you know, you" were in 
Istanbul last "month. 

MRS. CLINTON:: ye.s. . 
" 

.0, AAP- I' want to. ''1sk you, w~at do' you I· want to ask 
'your opin10ns ~bout Istanbul i Turkey. ' " 

MRS.', 'CLINTON:' I fel~ in,lov~~ith Is~anbul,Turkey. I' 
thought i 7- was'on,e of thejmos't beautiful C;d tie's. ,and one tha,,~' had 
so much h~story that I· was' very sor,ry I d~d not have more t~meto 
spend there. I ' enj,oye'd :the sites' ,'that I saw, the people' whom I 

, I ,,' ,
met. I felt very,fortUIlabe that:! ,had a'chance to 'see as much of 
Istaribul that ,I di9., 'And I 'hope to return. I hope some, day 
that, just as my ruuighterwas able.to be there with me,I would' 
love to see my ,husband as well visit your,' country and visit 
Istanbul. " " 

, , 

MS', PEARSON: '>Jim,tliank you"for
.' ' " , ' '-r:' .', 
, 'Our next caller is in paraguay.: , Gabriel in ParaguaYt 

" 

you're

• 
 'talk to America~ 


Q Hello? 

,MRS. CLINTON: ":;aello. 

Q Hello, Mrs.Cl~nton~' This is a pleasure tO'be with 
you. 

MRS. 'CLINTON; Thank you" 

Q I would: like, to' ask you som.ething. You were here in 
the last conference of,woIrlen'here, in Latin America. You were 
part otit. And what-do y,ou think abbU't the conference? 

,'MRS. CLU~TON :..... I~a~lve~y, imp~essed at the seriousness· of 
the conference and the "goals dfthe conference. It was a very 

, dedicated effort ' aimed' ett li~provi~g heal thcare by ,trying: t,o, work, 
together throughout the hem.l.sphere, to" stamp out measles·among ': 
our children;tp ,try to improve',educatiori throughout the ' 
hemisphere for our children / to ,address ,the issues, that are often 

"considered women's issues lbut' whiCh I would argue are essential : 
to the' well-being ,of any' society.: I thought Mrs,. Wasmosi (sp) , 
did an excellent job in chairing the meeting. and all of the 
women who attended ,partic;ilpated and"talked'about th~ projects 
f,rom thei;r-own countries. I So 'I learn~d. qui~e a bit and ~elt very 

• 
fortunate that I had a chance to part1c1pate. , '. ,', 1 

,J '.i ' 

,I
I 
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MS. PEARSON: Gabriel, thank you for your ,call. We have a 

Worldnet television viewe~l" Sylvia ,from Argentina, who wants to 

know when you plan to visit Argentina and about .the possibility 

9f a women's right~ confe~ence. iri Latin America. 


I ' 

MRS. CLINTO~: Well, II was very sorry that my schedule on my
Latin Amf!;!rican trip did not include Argentirla., but I was unable . 
to add a visit there. soil hope to visit Argent~na sometim~ in 
the near future. It's a country I've long been 1nt:erested· 1n and 
I' would like to see it for myself. ,And just as I have in every, 
country that I have visitJd, ,I would like to visit with the women 
in Argentina, to hear from them about their lives and what is 
happening in your country.j So I will; look forward to, that. 

, I 

MS. PEARSON:' France~ca in Italy, you're on Talk .To America. 

Q HellO', Mrs. CI~nton.It I 5 a pleasure to have the 
privilege to speak, to you.j My question is. the following. I'm 
sure you're aware of the p'rejudice against wOmen throughout the 
world. And Although mine lis a particuJ-arly privi,leged position 
because I don't struggle for life Or for the life of my children, 
but I am simply struggling through a corporate ladder. I was ' 
wondering whether you hav~ any specifIc suggestion to give to' 
women throughout the world to work in an effective way against' 
the prejudice that make~ ihedr voice less .heard? ", ,.,.. 

MRS. CLINTON: You know, Francesca, I like --the way you asked 
the question, because you Ireoognize two things that are very 
important. One is that wbmen allover the world face many of the 
same problems, but certai~IY ,th,ere are women like you and like me 
who are privileged, and we are not struggling to feed our 
children.' We're not struggling to make sure they have education; 
and health care, so that ~lthough th9re are similar problems, that 
we. face, there are some wdmen"who are'in much more ,difficult 
situations. And so I think you have to look at these problems
from the various perspect~ves. 

I \
I , 

For example, I belie~e strongly that we need 'to do more to 
promote education andhea]th, care for girls who are very poor and 
in'poor countries, so that jwe give those girls and women a better 
chance to have a life where they are able to ma'k~ refJPonsible' 

'deci,sions for themselves. I We need to be sure that, the kinds' of 
systems in v~rious countr.l!es are not,prejudice<;i against women, so 
that women are able to ex~rcise their political and civil and 
legal rights., 

. And ye't I at', the same time, yoU: say that you're ih the 

corporate world. And I mow, ,both !r.om personal expe'rience and 

from observing such a world for many years, the..t even women in 

privileged positions cont~nue to face discrimination or 


, 
" . 
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i 
harassment. I recentlY'hcid a conversation that was fascinating
in aelsinki with Finnish women. And in Finland, women hold some 

. of the top positions in tha government. A woman is the minister 
of defense and .the foreign minister, the head of the central 
bank, the speaker of t;he parliament. Yet they a:lso were talking
about. ,some of t:p.e leftovet? stereotypes and prejudice that they 
continue to face; . I, '.. ' . 

Women have to suppor,t each other. Women need to. get to,: 
working with each other, both politically and civilly through
associations, 50 that wom~nl,s voices' are heard.. So I would 'urge
that all of us try to do more of that for each other. .'. 

MS. PEARSON: We havJ a caller from Iran, Mrs. Clinton. He 
wants to know what your definition of women' s rights is',

'I . 
MRS. CLINTON: Well, II believe that women's.rights are human 

rights, as I said.' in Beij ~ng. I believe, that women have the same 
God-given potential as ,me~ and ,that women snould be given the 
tools of opportu~ity -- education and health carel for example. 
so that young girls are able to have' some authority over'their 
own lives, because women tlave as much diversity in their 
feelings, their hearts, their minds, as,men do, and that'women 
should be given oppor.tunities in, every society to fulfill their 

.	potent:ial and should have a role in determining wha.t,that 
potential is.: So for me, it is s~ed up by saying that ,women's 
rights arehwnan·rights.If you,think of the rights of, men, . 
consider those .al:;lo to be the rights of women. Apd that ,is how I 
s 9@ that . " 1 . ' .' 

MS. PEARSON: Our next caller ~s from Bangalor (sp) , India. 
Gitay (sp), you're on Talk To America. . 

I 
I ,

Q Yes, thank you.1 Mrs .. ,Clinton. you'·re a fiercely 
independent women and the:tTefor.e are a role model to women around 
the world. I wonder who inspired you. Who were your role models 
when you were growing up, land why?

I 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I would have to answer that question by
.starting with my parents. My parents had me -;." I was the first 
child -- and two younger orother.s. And,they.held the same 
eXDectations for us. I n~ver,in my house heard my father say 
that I' shouldn I t try to do well 'inschoolbecause "'1, was only a', 
girl or that I sho~ld think less of myself. because I was a girl. 
My father really expected'jme, as well as my bra'thers, to do what 
we could to livE!.! as full ~ life as possible and to be responsible.
for ourselves. And my motther wassirnilarly supportive of me.

I 	 ' 
I 
I 

I

• 	
I 
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, ' I, ,.' " 
And as I grew up,I was very'impressed by'teachers.whom I had who 
expected 'girls to do as iW~11 and who urged us to think of' 
college" think of, ways ,that we could exPand our minds. 'I was 
very ;encouraged by people [in my church who believed that young:' , 
girls 'and'young boys·had obligatIons that they had to 'learn to, . 
fulfill. And then there.Jere people who'r would look to such as 

'Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt·, tHe woman who was the wife of our, 
, President Franklin'Roosevelt, wOmen who bad, not only made great 
pub,lic. contributions but who struggled, with many of ,the i,ssues 
'that every woman'whom,I khOW struggle;s with about how to be,true. 
to yourself and how to fu]fill:the mariy obligations that women 
have, without losing yourself.' . , ",', I ' . 

WheI:l I was, in India,lin your country, J wfls given' a poem by 
a young woman whioh talked about: how women f , needed· to break the: 
silence; not only in Indici but arouhd the world, so that the, 
various voices of women 'could be heard and ,that women were given 
more freedom t'o make the qhoices"that' were right for their ·lives. 
And I was very fortunate in having family and others around me 
when I was ,growing up, as lwell as role rnoqels'l who gav~ m~ ,that 

,message. I ' 
, MS. PEARSON: 'Our next cailer is Sara (sp) in Iran. Sara, 


you're on Talk To AmerieaJ 


Q Okay. Hello." I 
, .1 

I 

i 
MRS. CLINTON: Helloj

I, 

';' Q . Hello .Th~ilk ~ou, ,for, your opportulli ty. I think I 
want to ,ask you iif you~ ha-ye ever (think about.?)' palestinian 

'women, their way ,of lffe, itheir problems. And I want'to know 
your ideas. . i ' 

, ··MRS.' i:~Ir:rrON: oh!,ij ce:rtai~lY' have:", a~d I h~ve met With.'~";:: 
some Palest~n~an women. 'I ',ve had conversatJ.ons w.lth Mrs. Arafat. 
And I'm well aware 0; the!many issues ~hat Palestinian women 
face, as wOlJlen face l.n many, many settings around the world. 

. , I. ' . , ' 

MS. PEARSON: Justfqr your information, we have received 


more than .30 calls of, 'conq.olences regarding t.he.TWA crash. 

1 ',' , 

MRS. CLINr.rON :, Thank Iyou very much. 
I, I , 

MS .. PEARSON: And th~tmighl;: explaih why our screen was 

blank for a little while. jOur' ne:x:t caller: is Kaitell (sp}·'fn 

India. Kaiten, you f re on ITalk To AIrier ic.a ~ . 


• 
l 1'"Q Good evening, Mrs. C'l-nton. 

, I I:" 
I 

I 
! 

t 

I 
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I 

I 
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I . 
MRS. CLINTON: Good evening. 

Q I am a blind lJstener, and II d like to know what is ' 
your role specifically'witih the charities relating to blind. 

'Have you ever visited anyjinstitutions for the blind in States or 
',in any othe,r country oft~e. ~orld? Thank' you, 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, ~ have. And I have visited some of the 
inst1tutionsin o~r countl'iY, 'and ~articularly in the state of 
Arkansas. There is quite la famous institution'for the blind. In 
fact, I believe that in years past even some people from India' , 
have come to that ins,titution for education and training.. , 

,MS. PEARSON: Thank ~o~, Kaiten/for,your call, T!:lis 
,program is being ~imulcas~ and, broadcast 'in span~.sh. Dr. Sylvia 
(sp) from Costa RJ.ca wants to know what your achJ.evements and 
goals for health reform id othe,r countries:"might be', , 

, ,l' , ' ' t' ,,' . 
, MRS. CLINTON;' Oh, mYj, goodness." I don't' have any, goats or 

achievements in other, countries. although I ',ve ,had some , 
fascinating 90nvers~ti6ns .J1with peol?le ,around ,the world about 
health care 1ssues 1n the1r countr1es and I have learned that 
some of the problems we wtdretrying to deal with here in the 
United, States when my husband proposed health care reform are 
problems in other'countri~s as well. So I'm going to continue to 
work on this issue and try[ to learn more, and perhaps learn from 
some other countries about what theY're doing to address their 
heal th care problem~., 'I ' 

MS. PEARSON: A lot of our calls have dealt with women's 
issues, women's rights, wh!ich I tind remarkable. We've had a lot 

Iof calls from women. We "iery frequently dontt, even on women's 
health issues, We frequently get calls from men. So I think 
that we've kind of broken ~ew ground here. (Laughs.) 

J 

MRS. CLINTON: I' m de'lighted,', , 

1 MS, PEARSON: I 'd li~e to talk a little bit about your book, 
"It Takes A village, "and Iwhat y~ur" goals are and what your' 
purpose was in writing: it" and also in raising -- you say it 
takes a village. You're r;aising a daughter,'in a village thatts 
brightly lit. You're under con'stant scrutiny. ' How do you -­
what kind, of parameters ha;ve you set? ' " 

• 
,MRS. CLINTON:, . Well" jI wrote'the book: "It. Takes' A Village, U 

because ,after spend1ngabout 25 years work1na on behalf of 
children" s .issues and mOJ:-el' than 16 raising my daughter, 1: felt 
that in our,country there needed to' be an' effort to think about 
how we could do bettor by :?ur childz::en., Andit:san i';'sue that 
many, many people' are talkil.ng about' try1ng to fJ.gure out how to 

r 
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I 
support families better l '~o give ,children the kind of education 
and training that they need as they go through life. And I have 
seen many important progr~ms and met very many impressive people 
who have devoted their lives to this . 

. So ,I wanted to. w::ite la book that ~alke~ abO';lt my. O~ 
upbrl.ngl.ng and what Bl.ll and I .have ,,trl.ed to do ·In rals1ng' our, 
own dAughter, as wall as.~ayba intro~ucing pe~ple .in our eoun~:y
and'around the world to some 'of the ldeas that I knpw, are helplng
children. ,There's nothing like first-hand experience, though, .. 
and trying to be a goodmqther and working with my husb~nd·t.:obe' 

' 

good parents for ,our d~ugliter ,has probably been the best " 
preparation I could have ~ad 'for writing a book or for anything
else having ;to, do with children. And we have tried very hard I, as, 
I talk, about in the book 1 Ito give her as normal a life as , 
possible. I think every child deserves that, especially if their 
,parents are in the public!eye. So that's what we've worked on. 
And, you know, she's a wonderful young woman and we're very proud
of her. ! 

• 
. I 

MS. PEARSON ~ You I va '. taken her on a number of your trips 
abroad. What do you think were her impressionS and what dip you 
want her to learn from thqse trips? 

t 

, ! 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, lit was such a marvelous opportunity for 
her to be able to see 'other countries' and visit with people. And 
I wish every teenager in America could have been with me in South 
Asia or in Bosnia ,or Greeqe or Turkey" as my daughter was,' ' 
becaua,e I would like American teenagers to know what is goi'ngon 

, in other parts of the worid., , Sometimes, 'as your callers su'ggest,
people around tJ;le 'World,' t.hanks to Voice of' America and, the' mass 
media," 'J.m0wmuch' more 'C?-bo~t wha~ ,s happeni~g in our ' country ,thanI 

people l.n our country know about what's go~ngon elsewhere. ' And 
!thihk there "8 no doubt tt.hat the wo'r,ld seems to beg,etting , 
smaller. We're more in tduch wi th each other.. And T want my , 
daughter to know as much about what's happening in other parts ot 
the world as she can. I ',' , , 

MS. PEARSON: Mrs. Clinton, thank yOti very much. We're out 
of time. I'd like to express Our appreciation for your joining 
us. , i' ' 

I ' 
MRS. CLINTON:Thankl~ou. 

. "I ' . 
, MS. PEARSON; Tomorrpw we'll talk to Andrew Young, the 
~p~cial representative of!UN~CEF to, the Olympicl;I, 50 be sure to 
Jo~n us then on Talk To Amer1ca: I'm Carol Pearson. 

" '. 

I 

http:upbrl.ngl.ng

