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Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you all for gathering 
here and thank you who ,are gathered all, over our country at the, 
more than 400 sites. Thank you Judy for moderating this program. 
And I particularly want ,to thank t,he distinguished members of our 
pa~el as well as 'our audience here in Washington. And all of you 
for sharing your time and insights and for taking part in today's 
discussion. When I thirtk about the thousands bf women and men 
across America who are ;gathered today, I, know that your actions 
speak louder than any of our words could. 

One, year ago, I [had the privilege of Jo~ning the U.S'. 
delegation to the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, 
in Befjing. It was an historic gathering -- a celebration of the 
contributions women mak~ in every aspect' of life,. , 

It was also a call to action. A'call to action on behalf of 
women and 'girls around the world who are being denied the 
opportunity to live up to their own God-given potential -- being 
denied education, health care, jobs and credit, the chance to enjoy 
basic legal' and human: rights and to participate fully in the 
political lives of their countries. 

I remember, as I spoke in Beij ing, looking out, at the 
delegates and seeing wq:>men of all colors and races, dressed in 
everything from Western:.:.style business suits to saris to boubas. 
Women from 189 countrie$, so dif~erent on the surface, yet united 
in a single urgent message: "Women ',S rights are human rights - - and 
human rights are women'a. rights. II 

It 'was a simple and straightforward message. But as I 
recently discovered, iti sometimes requires further explanatio;n. 
When I did radio call in show on the Voice of America, a caller 
from Iran asked very e~rnestly what I had meant when I said in 
Beijing that "women's rights are human rights --and human'rights 
are women's rights."Th:e only' thing 'I could say to explain it to 
him was: IIJust close yo~r eyes and imagine all tl'~e rights that men 
have always had. Now im?lgine women having all those.same rights." 

Today, we see, tha:t the message of Beij ing is being heard 
around the world. In classrooms. In factories. In offices. In seats 
of power. I 

The platform for action that 189 nations agreed to at that 
women's conference did ~ot just generate excitement and momentum, 
it generated re~ults. 
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Women in Namibia now are afforded equal rights with men in 
marriage. Women in Fiji riow can work past six in the evening. Women 
in Nepal may soon be aliowed to own property. Women in Guatemala 
now can take advantage of scholarships to study political science 
at the national university. Women in, India and Cam~roonmay now be 
better. represented in government because of efforts to increase the 
number of women elected to officein'those countries. 

As we consider' th~se achievements, I realize· there' is. a 
tendency to assume that the Beij ing conference had little relevance 
for American women because,we enjoy advantages iil wealth, health, 
education, and political and legal rights compared to women 
elsewhere in the world. . 

Yet if, like me, yo':! have had the chance to travel around our 
country talking to people about their lives, .you know that American 
women share many o~ the same aspirations and concerns as women in 
other countries. 

And you' also know, 'there. is more we can do· here., at home on 
behalf of women and g'irli3. 

There is more we can do to protect women from violence at home 
and on the streets. 

There is more we can do to ensure that women receive equal 
wages for ,equal \<!ork. 

There is more we can do to provide retirement security for 
women who spend their waking hours on, assembly lines, behind cash 
registers, and working a~ computers., 

There is more we' can do to help women fulfill the 
responsibilities of fami~y and work. 

There is more we ,can do" to promote the heal th of women 
throughout their lifetim~s. 

And there is more we can do to make credit and other economic 
opportunities for self-shfficiencyavailable to women. 

And we are doing more, thanks in part ·to the conference in 
Beijing and the blueprint for action it gave us. Whether we are 
working on domestic" violence, or 'reproductive rights, or job 
security, or pay equity , or workplace dIscrimination or, on any, 
other issue affecting women and girls, our actions are founded on 
the knowledge that women:' s . rights and human rights really are one 
and the same thing. 

Here in America, w~are committed to build on the progress 
that is being made on beha1f of women and girls.. As soon as the 
Beij ing conference ended,; the President established the President's 
InterAgency Council on Women" which brings together representatives 
f;rom' each federal agency to develop policies that support the' 



• 


........' .
• 


The United States has an office at the Justice Department 
devoted to ending violence against women through tougher laws, 
better enforcement, and prevention. A,nationwide 24-hour domestic 
violence hotline that ~eht into effect earlier this year provides 
immediate crisis intervention for those in need.' In just six 
months, ,that hotline has 'received more than 44,000 calls. 

The Department of t::ne Treasury has established a Presidential 
Awards Program t.O honor ihdividuals and institut,ions who are making 
significant efforts to' promote microenterprise in communities 
across our country. Fo~ those of you who. have not heard of 
microenterprise; it's ~ fancy word for a modest program of 
providing loans· to women who might not otherwise have access to 
credit. The women use these loans to start small businesses and 
help support themselves and their families. 

. I 

In the field of hea~th, Secretary Shalala and her dep~rtment 
continue to make women" s health a' top' priority, , encouraging 
public-private partnerships to improve research in breast cancer 
and other women' s disea~es .and establishing a National Women's 
Health Information Center. . 

The Department of Education has taken new steps to promote 
equity for girls and women and the Department of Housing and Urban, 
Development has launched~a Homeownership Initiative for .Women. 

,And importantly, thE; Environmental Protection Agency will now 
assess the special impact;· of environmental health risks on women. 

We see in these examples that the United States is not just 
paying lip service to th~ Beijing platform, but acting on it. ' 

And I am particularly excited there are'so many initiatives 
underway at the state ;and local level and among grass-roots 
organizations in'communit.ies across our count;.ry. 

In Woodbridge, New Jersey volunteers are' working with the 
Mayor's office to develop their own domestic violence help-line. In 
Maryland, women in the state legislature are using the Beij ing 
platform to guide their legislative agenda. And mayors from 
Cleveland to Oakland are Showing support for thq.t agenda by working 
to expand opportunities' for girls and women~' 

Grass-roots efforts are essential to our progress and today we 
could feel the excitement and accomplishments that'are occurring: 
From Louisville,Kentucky~ where students at a local high, school 
put on' their own day-long conference in which boys' explored 
negative images of women in the media to San Antonio, Texas, where 
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young men and' women cq'llege students held a march' to protest 
domestic violence. 

These activities a~e taking place in part' because the agenda 
presented in Beijing resonated deeply with men and women across our 
country and around the ~orld.' . 

But I want to make one additional point. 

Because we are talWing about issues that matter in the lives 
of women and girls, it does not mean that we are ignoring issues of 
concern to men'and boys. 

, I 

If, as a nation and as a global ,family, we truly care about 
strong families, strong communities, and strong societies, we have 
to recognize that economic, political and social progress depends 
upon women and girls l}aving, access to the opportunities they' 
deserve. , 

As I said'in many d~ffe:r;ent settings; including Beij ing:' When 
women flourish,' families flourish. And when families flourish, 

'communities flourish and nations flourish. And everyone 'of us -
men and women, boys and :girls -- stands to gain. 

I am convincedtl1at ' Beijing was a historic step toward 
achieving equal rights for women and girls here at home and around 
the ~orld. And I am opti~istic that we will make even more progress 
because so many American's - - especially young women and young men 

are determined to ;mobilize their' friends, neighbors and 
co-workers to make progr.ess together-. 

Women have always b1een at the forefront of social, political 
and economic change in our country. We have all benefited from the 
'courage and leadership of women like SusanB. Anthony, or Sojourner 
Truth, or Jane'Addams, I<;la B. Wells, Eleanor Roosevelt and so many 
others who 'led the str4ggles for women's 'suffrage, child labor 
laws, public education, 'civil rights and so much more. l'l'ow it is 
'our turn to lead the way --for our daughters and sons, for our, 
granddaughters and grandsons. 

Just this week, we :got a glimpse of how far women have come 
when astronaut Shannon Lucid touched ,back down to 'Earth after a 
record-breaking stay of six months in space -- the longest tour in 
space of any,woman or any American in history. I think that all of 
us gave a silent or, mayb~ a quite loud cheer of congratulations. 

Today, women can reach for the ,'moon, literally and 
figuratively. That ,doesn't mean our work is done. But.it does 
mean we can celebrate bp~h how far we have come as we work together 
to continue progress and when we work for a day, I hope" when 
achievements like Sharon: Lucid's and so many other women are the 
rule, not exception. The day when we don' t need any more 
international women's ci:onferences or InterAgency 'Councils or 
platforms on women's issues. 



• What we are strivipg for. is the day when every person who 
graces this earth is able to pursue his or her dream to the fullest 
because the opportunities and encouragement are there and .barriers 
have. been torn down. . 

So, on behalf of all of us here in Washington, I want to thank 
everyone who has gathered and especially all of the you who. have 
worked so hard for this :past year to put into practice, the hopes 
and dreams and plans that hundreds and thousands of women worked so 
hard on,· that came to fr:uition .in Beij ing. 

I believe we have much to show for this one year and that with 
our continued commitment and dedication, we will continue to see 
accomplishments grow .and barriers fall. . 

I hope that all of you take the kind of pride I·do as I.travel 
around our country in ~eeing women and men working together to 
build a better future·for themselves and.their communities. 

Thank you all very much. 
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