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K, «Olin Roblson, Presxdent Salzbmg Semmar Good morning everyone. ltisa

wery Qpemal day in the life of the Salzburg Semmar Mrs. Clinton, we are

hOnorcd that your are here. You arrive 50 years to thc day fmm when thc ﬁrst

et

group of young men and women from all over the United States and Europe
arrived here for Session # 1. |In the intervening years, thé Salzburg Seminér has -

become a global institution, we fow have 18,000 alumni in 145 countries and

it
-

this 1s Session # 348 on the siubicct of youth and education. We have felfows.
LR . :

‘hre from 44 countries. Mrs.|C linton qulte literally needs no introduction. i

. | Wuu3d simply say that she has used her posmon in pubhc life to speak out on.
behalf of thosc who otherwislc would have no 'voice. The disenﬁ'anchlsjed, the -
poor, the disposscsgcd and checially ‘(;n behalf of children. Childfen and
cducati on, the r.espovnsyibility of each of our sqcicti'es to provide for the next

generatibn. Mrs. Clinton, we arc honored that you are here, we look forward to

- this very special momihg inithis very special day in the life of the Seminar.

Mrs. Clinton: Thank you
Applause A *
Mrs. Clinton: Thank you (Min and thank all of you. I am delighted to be Hcrc,

e_speci'a!ly‘ on an anniversary such as this celebrati‘ng 50 years of this Seminar,
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and particularly because of the original purpose of the Seminar and the way its

goals have been fulfilled and|furthered over the last 50 years. As | was thinking |

. of coming herc T was trying to imagine what it must have been like 50 years

ago, in the year [ was born --|1947, for those optimistic Harvard students to

even imagine they could stfar‘t‘sorr‘iething like this Seminar. Europe lay in ashes,

ideology. divided the world ir}no enemy camps, Austria’s fate was uncertain,

* most pcople measured time in days and hours, fearful of,putﬁng any trust in

|

Yet the basic premise of this| Seminar, which we celebratc and commemorate

today, was that a better future would be possible if pcople camc together and in -
| good: faith shared ideas, deb')ned and discussed, and believed in thei-importance

of education. So here we ar¢, with the United States as a partner, Europe rcbuilt *

itself on a solid foundation. Wc have seen the fall of communism and we have

seen countries of the world creating their own ncw narrative of peace and

‘ democracy" And the Salzburg Seminar has consistently lived up to the

challenge sct forihwby F. O. Matthiessen during its very first session, that “we

come here to cnact ancw the chief function of culture and humanism, to bring

~man again into communication with man.* And [ would add “women™ as well,

because the first first session included women, Margaret'Mead was present and
delivered a very detailed repm“t:abmit‘cverything that occurred. And this

Seminar has held fast to that commitment.

FQX-NIR.= . + 2 B7~14~97 19:22
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First in the early days bringing together soldiers who only a‘shon'tim‘e before

had been fighting cach dih@' on(tht.: bzlttleﬁeids of Eurdpe. Then -- by -
transformin g itself in t}}c):sc‘Bleé.mtiful 'surr"éundings into a safc place fo'r‘ péoble
to come tog’éthéf across their differénces.and cn gagc.in hoélést, construétive
dialogue: Arabs and Jews, Easiefﬁ and Western Eurqpeans, Serbs, Cfoats; and

* Bosnians; .

by opening its doors to young men %.md ﬁomén; by promoting dialogue aglmong
people v?hose views may not yet have hardened; by f'ocusiné ﬁdt on current
leaders, bﬁt on the next generatioﬁ of le:vad‘ers"#-' the Seinintar has helped to sow
the seeds Qf a more péaceful, ‘prc;('iucfi\}e future. So | ééngfatulate the. Salzburg
Seminar oﬁ ité ann‘iyersary z‘{md I am delighted to see SO rnany of you from 44
different countrics gathcfcdhi:rc today to discuss one of the Qmostlimportant

issues facing every country Iin the world — the future of education and of our

)‘/outh‘.
S
Wc know very wc;ll that ediication is essential to the success of an.j‘individual,
but we are also learning that education is csscntién ‘ioﬁrthe success of

democrécy. Without education, citizt.ms cannot make informed choices.’
Without education;‘ citizens are Vsuiject, to the ﬁrépaéénda that demagogues and
powerful interests send out|into a society fatt‘emptin",g to Shape public opinion,

Education is csscntial to building civil society. For civil society depends on

+ 2 Av-14-97 19:23
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learning to live with, tolerate] and respect those whom we will ncver agree with

- and maybe not even understand very well.

So education is essential in so many different ways: to the creation and

sustaining of democracy, to the vitality of civil society, and more and more to

the success of a country's ec(i)‘nomy, In developing countries and industrial ones

i . . I . .
- alike, education is the bright line that divides those who are able to navigate

: 1 ‘
through the new global econc!)my and those who are not. In the United States,

for example, by the year 2000, we estimate that neatly 90% of the new jobs .

created will require post-high school education. So what we are talking about
R
countries, the global econom?y, and it is as it was 50 years ago essential to the |

Il occur in the lives of countless individuals,

peace and préspcrity of us all.- -

I want to talk this morning about what we have been attempting to do in the

United States to renew and rcform public education at the elementary and

secondary levels. Education has always been the currency of the American
dream. Since the days of our{ founding of the rcpublic, democracy and
education have gone hand in: hand: Our first President, George Washington,

wrote: “Knowledge is in every country the surest basis for public happiness.

- Bven in the middle of our wlorst national crisis, our Civil War, the Congress

~ enacted a plah by which each new state would have a public university for the

benefit of its citizens. And dfter the cnd of the Second World War, a grateful

a7-14-97 19:23
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nation rewarded those who had fought for freedom with the most valuable gift

we could think of ~ thie G.I. Bill — which sent record numbers of Americans to

college and, thercfore, enablcd them to puruse the American dream.

But it became clear to us},k s'té)rtai‘ngv as earl y at the late 1950‘3, that .education,w‘as
never a finished enterprise. I remerﬁbcfvery wcll when 1lwas"in grade school
when the Soviet Union launthed Spainik, before most of you were born. And
when Sputnik went into the skies, our Cevemmcnt dccided we were not doing

a very good job preparing our children for math and scicnee education, And |

rcmember very well my teacher telling us as young students we had to study

harder because our country and our Presdient nceded us to. Now, | was not
pa_'rticulérly interested in math and science at the age of ten, but because it kept

being told to me that this was somcthing I could do for my couﬁlry and my

President, I tried my best. And through the years, 1 have secn over and over

again how there comes a pqint in our country‘s history that we have to pull
together to takc a hard look} at education. That what worked for earlicr -

gencrations of Americans is no longer adequate for our children and certainly

for the children that will comie after.

Since my husband entered jpublic life back in the state of Arkansas, he has been
convinced that educatjo'n ‘was the most important priority that he could pay
attention to; that if he workcd on improving educational opportunity, he would

be able to provide the greétcst opportﬁnity for personal and public progress that

P
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was possiblc. And so because of that, he has worked very hard over many years

to improve education. First as a governor, he appointed a committee to look at

the state of education in Arkansas, asked me to chair that committee, and we

worked very hard to improve

When my husband became P

the standards of education in that rclatively poor

resident, he was convinced that it was important

s for the entire country to reform cducation, and he set about with a very specific

plan as to what he thought would be the elements for a reformed cducation

system. So since he took office back in 1993, he has been working on certain

themes for education reform

that he has carried through his entire public career.

In the first term as President!
g

there were certain goals that he wanted (o

. o '
. establish for the American education system. So something called ,,Goals

2000 was introduced and passed by the Congress, and [ want to spend just a

minute talking about this, because 1 think it is very important for education

systems to have statcd goals,

not assumed goals, that can be measured. That is

somcthing that on the national basis we have never had in the United States.

- Some of the countries from|which you come have had such goals, but our

education system is structured in such as way at the federal, state, and local

levels that different authority rests in each‘]qﬁel of government. But most

: auxllority rests at the local level. And the local school district is responsible for

setting goals and setting curriculum and most of the money to run our public

 B?-14-97 19:24

P

.47



UON

CONTROL SALZBUREG FRAX-N

~ public education.

schools comes from local tax
Washington docs not primari

because it does not fund it, it

L-,.: ‘ + .2 A7-14-37 19:24

es and state taxes. The federal government is

ly fund public education in the United States, and

does not set the goals or the curriculum for what

every student should be learn

ing.

Now that is the kind of éystem we have, whi;h is very different from most of

the countrics represented here. There are advantages to that kind of approach

responsible at the local level,

" and there are disadvantages.| Among thc advantages are that people are

and there may be reasons why one school district

would approach a particular, cducational issue in-a different way from another

school district. If you can imagine, a school in the middle of New York City

might have very different idé

as about how to each children than a school in the

farthest rcachcs of Alaska‘s Northern Territory. So because of the vast size of

our country and the differerilt

kinds of pcdple and ideas that make up Amcrica,

the local control has always been a very important pért of how we provide

At the next level, the statc level, they are responsible in our individual fifty

states for working with the|local school districts and for ﬁroviding additional

funding for them. And they also have authority because they do provide

funding, to try to hold schools accountable in different districts. So that, for

exam;éle, in some of our states, if schools are not functioning well, if they are

P
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not educating children, they have been taken over by the state government,

which th’eﬁ sends in teachers to try to do a better job.

‘At the federal level, we have money that goes for certain programs to the states
~ and to the local districts, and that money is determined in a way that can only

.be used for certain purposes. So that, for example, the federal go&emm_ent |

providcs moncy to help districts that have many poot children provide
additional instruction for those children, so it adds to.the amount of money

available from the local and state level.

But wheu my husband became President, he began tovm"akf; the argtiﬁqent that it
was irﬁportani for the United Statcstto have géals that i:véfy school district and |
state would try to fo]icw.yBcc:auAse“vf.or those of you \;vho hdyé'vivsifcd the Unitcd
Stétes,-ycu, I;xm surc, have notir':ed that many people mov‘e a}l the t‘irﬁx;,. éo that
if you go to school one jéar in California and tﬁgn ;yau méve to Texas, you
want your children té be leaming"f)agically th¢ same thing:And sO by ~settin'g,
goals you can tell local school districts, here is what we hope all Amcﬁcan
children will learn, and that it docsn‘t dépcnd only on wh%re yow;z go to school.

So that was one of the important accomplishments of the President‘s first term.

A second important accomplishment was to expand the program known as
»Title One* — that‘s a description of. where it is in the laws of the United States,

-which provides the extra help for poor children. Because some of (‘)gr,school\

P
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districts are very rich. 'The parents who live in the school districts are’

professionals, they are qon‘pofate executives, they live in very big houses and so

- they pay a lot of what we call prépcrty tax, so that the schools have all the

" latest.computer equipment, they have teachers in the high' schoqls'with Masters

degrees and Ph.d.’s and the children have mény, many opportunities.

Then we have school districts in poorer areas of our country where the parents
are working for much lower wages, where they may not even own their own
homes, but they pay rent for apartments, and so there is not a }ot of money

coming in from the local taxes vto‘ support the schools. And so many of the -

children enter school behind and it's a lot of work to try to help them catch up.

So the federal government expanded the amount of money that would go to try

to help children who arc behind in the clementary grades achieve grﬁdtz level..

The President also in his first term expanded what we call ,,Hcad Start.
Because we believe very strongly that it is important to help prepare children

before they get 10 elementary school, and the Head Start program is designed to

- provide school preparation for poor éhi]drcn. We do not have enough programs

to include every poor chiid, but the President expanded widcly thc numbers of

children who could come inte Head Start. We also worked very hard to create

more opporlunitics for young people who leave high school but do not go to
college. We have, as many of you know because I am sure some of you have

studicd in our university. system in the United States, we have a very good

P.
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Wc.liﬂfunded, p.‘rO\"/idi'ng all kind_é of programs at

cvery level of degree granting institution. But many of our students don‘t go on

to college and we have not done very much for them, and so the President has

worked hard to create more 0pportunitib§ for .you.ng‘be_oplc to go into'work-'_. .

training programs, apprenticéship programs, into what we call the “two-ycar .

communi ty college™ t’oAgél additional ‘éduc_aliori. Not a four-year BA or BS .

'

degree, but a two-year experience.

Now while the President w:asworking*on those issues in the first term, he also

‘had to work very hard to prevent t:h'e”COrigrcss in the second half of his first .

term [rom cultingl‘unds,;lbr education. Il you 1b1]o'w American politics, you

R.: ' , + 2 @7-14-97 19:25

. scparate from clecting memb

know that we do not-have a P

arliamentary system, so'wc cleet a president

ors of Congféss. Ahd.in the first two years of the

President's term, the Congress was of the same party as the Pre'é.ident: In the

second two years, the Con gress chaﬁged hands to the opposite party. And the

Aoppdsitc party docs not belicve in federal su_ppoﬁ‘ for publiyc_ education. So that -

we have had some difficult pub]_icA énd‘political dcbates about the appropriatc

role of the federal government. So while the Présid_ent was pursuing his agcﬁda ,

to try to increase'(nppmt]:mi’ty

from cufting.t_he money that would go to ‘sﬁpppft that program. So it‘s always

‘intcresting in American politics.

and set goals, he also had to prevent the Cdngress

P.
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Now when the President ran for 'rc—clcciion,» he set some very clear priorities for -
what he wanted to do in education. And‘I think that you have perhaps been
given a copy of this “Call to Educatioﬁ.“ And the “Call to Education* details
many of the specific programs and [ will be happy t(; answer questions about
any of them in the question time. In a way, the Preéident‘s hopes fo; education
in the second term can be summed up as: makihg it possible for every cight-
year old to read. Now that is|a probh-:m.for us, bécziu;c on international tests,
approximately 40% -- primarily of fhg podrer chi]dren in'Arh.eric‘:a - cannot
- read at a level that we cfmsider »adéquate‘byj the timeﬂthcy ﬁnish_'their third
gradé, which is the eight/nine-year old ﬁeriod. So \&e.karf:‘attempti‘ng‘ to. put‘,in a

lot of effort and resources in making it possible'for every cight-ycaf old to read.

We want also to connect every classroom in Arrierié;, ,paﬁi01llarly in poof
areaé, throixgh computers to the Internet. We .want tb‘usc‘technhology,vto provide
opportuhities for poor _childr’en’that ch}ildrben from more wealthy families have
on their own. And we see technology, baﬂiéularly thfough the Internet, as a
way of opening up education to many cﬁildruenuwho db not have books in their
houses, do not go to museums or libraries, @hos;e parents tl‘lemséllvcs cannot
read :very well, so that this is one hopé that:w;é ha*)e for techholpgy, ana we
want to 'airer ét thc. | Z-yﬁar-ojd level, so that all of our 1 Z-ﬁ:ar-o]ds have access
to coﬁputers that are hookgd up to the Internet and are ﬁoﬁputer-litérate. :

o

P.
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Then we also»vlvant to make il possible for any gradu&w of high Schogl to' go on
to collcgc by proViding financial support becausé‘, although we hé!{: a

wondertul system of higher education, many students have difficult financial

~ problems that prevent them either from going to college or from going to the

best school that their academic record would suggest, because they cannot
afford the CcOSts. I will be sending, with my husband, our daughter to a very fine
Amcrican university next ycar, and the cost will be m;drly $30,000 a year. And

there are many students who have excellent grades, excellent test scores, who

are worthy of attending our finest colleges and universities, but whose families
cannot pay that kind of cost and so the President has been trying to increase the
amount of financial scholarship and loan money available. And that is

somcthing that he believes very strongly in.

Now in the 1997 State of the Union, which the President delivers every year, he
made it very clear what he was going to focus on in these next four years to -

improve education. And they are summarized here in the ,,Call to Action.*

First, to go along with the goals that were adopted. He wants to set national

standards. Now what does that 'rﬁeari. Well, if, for example, we say that
Americaﬁ chﬁdrcn will‘ l;n: the best in the world in thath and science by a certain
ycar —-whi?h wc always sct thosc kinds of great Ar’ncrioan goals; you know,
that‘s how ’you kind of get f:vérybody together. And we know.we have a lot of

work to be able to do that, because there are many countries such as some of

FAX-HR. : + 2 B7-14-97 19:27
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those represented here, that havc children who do much better on math and

science than American children. Well how do we do thaf’? I mean if all we do

is set a goal, that can just eQaporate into thin air. What the Presideﬁtwants to
do is to set accountability standards to measure our brog;‘ess toward lhaf goal
and to ﬁold our schools accounfable; so that we can- quk at Ioc;al school
districts and we can say: you can determine how you choose to teach math and
science, but we will measure you against other schqol districts so that we can
tell how well you are doing.

Now that is a very radical concept in the United States, because as 1 explained,

B7~14-57 19:27

if you arc a local school dist
than the pecople in your area

children to your schools. So

rict, historically you did not answer to anyonc other
who clected the school board and sent their

the President has set as onc of his priorities to

- diffcrent system than many [of your countries -- is to persuade states and local

this test.

create national standards that would then be measurcd by international tests.

And the way he has done that -- because, again,. remember we have this

school districts to go ahead|and agree for their children to take the tests. So

over the last several months, he and his education sg:éretary have been

persuading governors of states and local school boards to let their children take

Now | will tell you that_although six states have signed up for national tests --

including our biggest state, California -‘-'r:nany states have refused to do so. And

P.
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t to be measured against other school districts

because they feel that that is a federal violation of their rights to determine -

what their children learn. Now I have tried very hard to make the point that

algebra is the same in California as it is in New York or any other state in

gradc and a mathematics test

are thought to be objective en

America, and so the first test that would be given is a reading test in fourth

ough that local ideas about hivstory or about

what‘s appropriate literature will not cause the political problems that will -

inevitably arise. So the nation

American education, you wil

provide continuing education

al standards are something that if you follow

hear more and more about.

We are trying also to make sure that we improve teacher preparation, and we

for our teachers. This is another problem because

we have colleges of education throughout the country that prepare our teachers,

and, again, they are free to preparc teachers however they choose to prepare

them. There is no standard na

and secondary ediication, and

tional curriculum in place. So teacher preparation

'is very uneven. We have absolutcly wondcrful, brilliant teachers in elementary

then we have teachers who should riot be in the

s

‘classroom -- they are not capable of teaching cit]ie: the academic subject or

working with the students effectively.

*

So the President is urging states and local school boards to change the way

teachers are prepared and teachers are evaluated, and to that end he has worked

B7-14-97 19:28

in eighth grade. Because reading and mathematics
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very hard, both §f us have since 1983, to create a national teacher board of
certification in the Un{tea States. Not mandatory, but voluntary, so that
individual teachers can better prepare themselves afl'd if fhey do so, we are
encouraging states and local{school disfricts to give them higher pay. That if
they go to the extra work to become better teachers, they shoﬁld be rcwardc.cl to
be belter teachers. So thé whole issue abou:t our teaching force is one that ié

very difficult.

1 don‘t know about the composiﬁon of the teaching force in all of your
countrics, but I know that in'many countries, teaching carries both more
prestige and more income than it does in the United States. And it is scen as

what it is, which is one of the most important jobs in a country. Now inour -

country that’it is ﬁot the caée, that there is a very bxi‘g disparity: iﬁ wt};at teachers
are paid depeﬁding upon the district in thich théy teach. fn mz;n‘y wéys how

they are treated in a classroom is very much dependent upon fhe k'ipd O_f ﬁeopie
who run thé school district and so we have a lot ’of issues that we arc trying to -

dcal with to improve the teaching force.

Third in order to realize the President‘s goals of having €very eight;year old
read, he has launched something called ,,America Reads,* and he‘s worked to ‘
get volunteers to go into the schools to help ’tl’le teachers. Because in many of

our school.districts, we have a lot of disciplinary problems, we have a lot of

dilferent languages that our children speak, they come from many different

[
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pla;;cs'. In Los Angclcs schooll district, the students come from 150 countrics,

and many teachers will have a classroom with students from Mexico and

Guatemala and Vietriam énd Cambédia and Ghana and from all over ‘the world,

speaking many different :langxlageé as theilxj first language. So part of our

problem is to get enough people to help with our teachers to give individual

and then learn to read.

And then we have a different

that wé can help every child both learn ‘English

problem with children who come from

generational poverty from families that have not provided the stimulation and

suppbrt that a child nceds to learn how to read. And they, too, need special,

individual attention. We arc learning more aboul teaching methods that work,

school districts to follow some of those teaching

methods. There is a method that I am very supportive of that started in New

Zealand called ,.reading recoyery,” which works very well for children who

have not had the basic preparation in their first five years to be able to learn to

read.

And that brings me to the Pre

sident‘s fourth goal, and that is to emphasize early

,”ch.i]dhood learning. | am sure that many of you have been following the

research that neuro-scicncce has provided in the last several ycars. We now -

know that the brain is developing in the first three years of life in a way that we

did not understand bcfore. Now what does that mean? Well, it means that a

parent is not only feeding a ¢hild‘s body with food, but is a feeding a child‘s

87-14-97 19:29
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brain to creatc conncctions between brain cells in the first three years of life. If -

you read to a child, sing to a

child, tell stories to a child, you are litéra]lyl

creating more brain connections. If you stimulate a child in an appropriate way

by touching a child, by playi

ng games with a child, you are also creating morc’

brain connections and laying the foundation for verbal learning that will be

helpful when a child goes to
Now in many home in Amer

children or they saw and lea

other homes around the wor

school.

ica, as around the world, parents have done that for
'hey were cither given that gift when they were
rned themselves how im?oﬁant it was. But in many

1d, children are not spoken to, thcy arc not given

- the kind of attgﬁtion from both mothers and fathers that stimulate brain

development, and so by the time they get to school, they already very far

behind. There is also a conn

parent and how much conve

ection between the income and c¢ducation level of a

rsation occurs in a home. There‘s a very important

study that I wrote about it my book in which rescarchers went into three

went to college, cven beyor

and income homes in onc¢ of our cities in vthe

~ United States. Went into homes like mine, where both the mother and the father

d, earned good incomes, and even where both

mothers and fathers were working outside of the home, there was lots of

conversation. Lots of reading of books. Lots of talk in the housc — some might

was certainly lots of talk. Then the researchers

went into homces that were yery stablc homes where the parents held jobs that

>
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were lower income jobs, where their education stopped at high school, where

| they loved their children as much as any of us do, but they did not talk very

much to their children. The fathers often had jobs that werc not verbal jobs. All

of us in this room have verbal jobs. We are well equipped for the global

economy — we tal'k, talk_. talk. We couldn‘t build this building, but we talk, talk,

talk. And so the people who

do the hard work of our socictics arc often not

pcoplc who carn their money by talking. They do it with their hands. They

don‘t know the importance of talking to their children. They want their children

“to be successful but it never |

was done for them; they don‘t know how or why to

do it. So there was much less conversation. And a result, when the children

were four and five years old

Then the third group of fami
mother familics, no father in

or holding down a very low;

their vocabularics were much smaller.

lies, the poor families, in our cmmﬁy, often single
the home, and the single mother often on welfare

paying, meanial job, very little talk. But the talk

that occurred, again these mothers love their children as much as we do and

they want their children to be successful, but the world has not treated them

very well. So what is the kir

find a lot of negative talk. A

d of talk you will find in such a family - you will

lot of warnings about the world. A child who goes

to explore this microphone - no, nb, get away,.' Wh);? Bebausc the child could

get in trouble. And these families are worried about trouble. They arc worried

about the authorities getting

them in trouble. So there are a lot of ﬁegaﬁvc

messages, so little talk, and talk being used negativé]y. So what is the result?

B7-14-97 19:30
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Low verbal development, much more limitcd vocabulary, and children who

often can't resolve their problems through talking but instead will fight.

So that we now know that what happens in those first three, four, five years of

life are very importaﬁt to what happens in all the rest of schooling. And the

" more we can help parents know how to help their children succeed, the better

our schools and our students will be. And for parents who either cannot or will

not help, the morc we can haye good pre-school programs, like a Head Start g

“program, we could ét least try to help those children get the tools that they

would otherwise not have. So earl y childhood lcarning is one of the iihpor"tant‘
. R : . : ’v ‘ . .

kinds of priorities any country, any society can make. And the best way isto

help parents do the best job they can do, by giving them the tools.

Fifth, we have to change the way our public schools function by providing
morc choice within the public school systérh. If you live in a school district in.
America, you go to the school youAaré assigned, whcthér it's a good school or a

bad school or elsc you get out of the public school sys'tem,\ if you havé'enough

money, and you go to a.private schooly. One of the goals that the Presidént has
to make it possible for you to choose among the public s.chools. To make .it
absolutely competitive within the public school system. Recently 1 did the high
school graduation at a high school in'Was‘hingto»n, DC,‘w’hich;‘h.assome vCry,l‘
véry bad schoolvin our nation‘s capital — its one of our, iﬁ my vi_ewé great ‘

shames as a country, that we have permitted our schools in our nation‘s capital

19:30
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to deteriorate. This, though, is a school of choice. S'(:)‘studcnts choose to go
there, they compete to go theré, and they have to work very hard — they have to
take T.atin, they have a very heavy curcirrulum, and all of the students who

graduate from this high school gov on to college.

Rvery year theyA take 100 students. Three hundfea aépiy. Thakt meané théy arc
willing to do the hard work. My qugslion is-why doﬁ‘t they crcateimo,re hard

schools so that every one of those 300 students would ha?e a plaqé jn a hard

school, instead of going to a s.chc’;olvwhcrathcy don‘t learn. So we havé to

create more choice in our school system. -

'Sixth, we have a serious problem in many.of, our school wi‘t;n Order énd
discipline. I hope you do not have this probl;:m to the extent that we do in our
country, but to be honest with yoﬁ, it rc’ally depends upon ;\x;;hcre the school isvy
located, and how effective the édﬁ]ts Ain the community are in protccting our
students. We have schools where weapons, drggs, géngg, all threaten the séfety
of our students. So my husband has worked very héi'd to chan gé those
conditiéné and hc has worked to ¢reate laws 1ha'; will punish students who bring
‘guns to schoél; as hard as it may Be for your to believe, before my husband
passed that law, thousands of American éhildrén Broﬁght\ guns to school cvery
day. Some to bg agressors, many to protect fchemselyes, but of course, ?he

results often were tragic because of the kind of violence that occurfed. To keep

P
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drug dealers and drug houses away from our children and to change some of

the values in the school.

We have, as [ am surc you hayve noticed from watching American TV, a very :
intensc consumer culture thatlis aimed at our young people. You know you are

told that you aren‘t a géod or smart person unless you Wéar a ccrtain kind of -

tennis shoes, sport shoe. If you don't wear a.certain kind of jacket or other

picce of clothing, you are somebody who will be tespécicd. And we have a lot

of fights who can‘t afford to wear certain clothing and feel very resentful
because of that and there is a lot of violence that is spawned by this culture of

~ youthful consumerism. And one of the things the President has urged is that -

more students in our publ'ic schools wear uniforms. Many of you'rv cquntries do
that and [ urge you not to éhgrnge. It solves a ‘Iot of prob!cms. We have found
that where uniforms are 'u‘sed m our public sl,choo‘ls‘; you see an alm;sst,
immediaté drop in cldthing-rc] ated violence. You see mote'discipline in the
classroom because students have to wear the same thing to schbél and 1f

teachers are trying to enforce discipline with students who wear clothes that are

too tight, too loosc, with hats on their heads, that causes a lot of difficulities for -

the teachers. So wearing uniforms is something that we wish more of our

schools but again, it‘s up to our local schools. They have the decision to make.

Now the President also thinks that we have to do a better job in making it

. possible for the students who want to Icarn to learn. Many of our teachers have

P
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in the classroom caused by students who are

disruptive and we have a lot of laws that we are trying to modify in the United

States that are very good on the surface in terms of giving students a lot of

rights, but make it difficult to

enforce discipline in the classroom.

Seventh, as 1 said, the Président is working to connect every classroom and

public library to the Internet by the year 2000. We have had a public-private

partnership crcatc;d to do ihis
about that, Because it may be
look to. Our gcvemment did
this technology‘lin_kup. 'Bﬁt b
‘have preated a fund that ﬁow

conncetion so that the school

And T just want to spend a second or two talking
something that some of your countries also can

not have all the money or the expertisc to create

has about $2. billion to form the kind of

s can be wired, the-computers can be put into the

~ classrooms, the teachers can be trained. Now why would businesses voluntarily

 give this kind of money? Bec

make that argument in every

ause they want well-trained workers. And you can

country here. Because every country here has to

be moving toward technology use in order for the society to flourish, So1

would urge ybu to think about how you can form partnerships, cven where you

~ don‘t have a tradition of doing that, with businesses, both international

‘businesses doing business in your country and businesses of your nation, so

that you can create more resources for technology advancement. -

y working witha lot of our private companies, we -

F

.23



UOHN 3

. CONTROL $ALZBURG L FaAX-MNR.: . + 2

are not pait of elerﬁenta;%y or

President has emphasized go

Now there are a few other things that | want to briefly to mention that [ know

sccondary school but are linked .tc.)vit. The o

ing to college because he wants children to work

‘ "harde'r to improve thir skills|and that college would be available for them if

they did it. So he's creating scholarships that would provide the cost of tuitioh

at our community college, and he wants to give each family a ten thousand

dollar credit for education and training that can be used. Because, for example,

if you have a child who gets into a school that is expensive that 1(,);00Odqyllars

could make a difference. You could take it off your taxes arvidvyou'womd be

able to encourage your stude'nt‘to‘ go wherever possible. So that the college

‘program that the President has talked about 1s directly linke.d if more peop]e“ o

think about how the progression goes from being preschool all the way to

finishing your cducation. But also we don’t Wapf to leave out the studentsrwho'

don’t go to'college, so vthese programs are available for ékﬂl training and

additional job education as w»e'i‘l. ,

some of it is more universal.-

" Now if wc look at what the Unhited States is doing,’ some of it is very'much a

- part of our particular culture and the way we have organized our schools; but

Our youth today have a lot of other 'stirhu[ation )

besides education c’oming‘at tli:em,and‘the kind of s’killvthé't it will take to keep .

 yourig people’s atténtiorif@cd@d on education, to help them redlize that they -

- have to make a commitmient to education despite what the culture is saying or -

.

doing around‘theiv"h, is Bécommg a _m(:afe and,r’nofé‘global problem, riot merely.
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Test of society because we ha

an American problem, so tha

our next generation, and I thi

24
t we all share a concern about how we will raise

nk it is very important that we give the priority to

education and youth and make it not just a priority of governments but of the

entire society, so that businesses and academic institutions and ¢very other

institution pull together to try to support young people. I have spoken with

people from many of théAcouvnn*i“es represented here, and I hear often the same

concerns: that there are no adults looking aftef children anymore; that children

arc in the strects too much; they have too much time to do whatchr'thcy want;

that the schools are not open
help fill the gap of time; that

themselves, they are.not able

parents are often working very long hours

to provide the supervision that their children

need; and this work of raising young people cannot be left merely to teachers

and schools. That is not the role of what a teachér should be doing but

certainly many teachers have

more than that, in making yo

the feehling that they must fill the gap that society

~ has left. So we have a lot of work to do in making education a priority, but

ung peopie a priority in our fast-paced,

technology-driven age, where we become connected with each other

A

anonymously, how do we kex

1t possible for adults, whethe:

people the chance to have an

r or not they are parents, to invest in their children

brave new world“ where there are some people

']ikc'UstWho‘are:v'crb,al‘; vah'é‘arc feéhnolégiﬁ:ally Iitefét‘a,;'whb,livc‘ qboﬁié‘ all-the . - .

education and live in a safe, supportive

'
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long enough hours, there is no other institution to

>p people connected persohall y, how do we méke '

ve not given the ;Sérénts ':'smé"child@ﬁx of all of dur -
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potenna] Thank you very much .

(end rer'r‘xarks‘) '-
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commumty that wrll gwc ’thcm the chdnce to hve up to their own C:od-gwen
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