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TRANSCRIPTOFj THE FIRST LADY'S REMARKS AT 

I 
SALZBURG SEMINAR , ,I ' ' 
~Onday, July 14,1997 " 

II;!:'~ 


i~! :l~. .' ".

" "",!;Ohn Robison, PresIdent. Salzbur'g Semmar: Good m,ornlng everyone. It isa,. ,. 	 ' I ," 

, 

. 
' ".~. 

wery speciaJ day in the life of; the Sa1zburg Seminar. Mrs. Clinton, weare 
,', ", I" 	 ' 
hono~ed that your are here. You arrive 50years to the day from when the first 

I ' 	 "-' 
group or young men and wothen from al1 over the United States and Europe 

arrived here for Session #1. In the intervening years, the Salzburg Se~inar has' 

become a global institution, we now have l' 8,000 alumni in J 45 countries and 
·1 

t:is is Session # 348 on the slubjeet ofyouth and education. We hav~ fellows' 

~ire from 44 countries. Mrs.lelinton quite literally needs no introduclion .. 1 

would simply say that she h~s used her position in public life to speak out on 

behalf ofthose who otherwile would have no voice. The disenfranchised, the 
,I ' 


i 

poor, the dispossessed and dpecially on behalf of children. Children and 

education, the responsibility of each ofonr societies to provide for the next 

generation. Mrs, Clinton, we arc honored that you are here, we look forward to 
,r 	 ' " ' 

this very spe,cial morning in IthiS very special day in the life ofthe Seminar. 

Mrs. Clinton: Thank you 	 I 

Applause 	 I 
I '. " 

Mrs. Clinton: Thank you <nlln and thank all ofyou. I amdcHghted to be here, 

especially on' ~n anniversaJ, such as this celebrating 50 years of this Seminar, 

I 

I 
I 
I 

-. .~ 
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• and.particularly be~ause oft~e original purpose' of the Seminar and the way its 

goals have been fulfilled and furthered over the last 50 years. As I was thinking 

of coming here I ~as trYingt6 imagine what it must have been hke 50 years .' I . 

ago, 1n the year I was born --11947, for those optjmistic Harvard students to 

even imagine Ihey could s;a~'somelhing like Ihis Seminar. Europe .laY1l1 ashes, 
I I....· 

.ideology, divided the world i~to enemy camps; Austria's fate was uncertain, 

most pcopk m~asured time ib daysa~d hours,fearfu1 of.putting any trust in'
.' . . I . .' '. 

anything more permanent. .! ' 
I 

Yet the basic premise of this Seminar, which we celebrate and commemorate 

today,. was that a better futu1c would be possible if peop1e came t,ogethet and in· 

. good,:faith shared ideas, dCbbted and discussed, and believed in the importance 
I . . 

ofeducation. So here ~e ard,wilh lhe United States as a partner, Europe rebuilt 
, 1 ' 

itself on a solid foundation. rc have seen the faB of communism and we have 

seen countries of the world creating their own ncw narrative. of peace and . 

. democracy,' And the salzhJg Scmin~r has con~istent1y lived up to the 
. " I ..' 


challenge sct forth by F. O. Matthiessen during its very first session, that "we 

come hereto enacl ane"; Iht chief function ofculture and humanism, 10 bring 

man again 1nto communicat!ion with man;" And I would add "women" as well, 

, because the first firstsesSiol included women, Ma~garctMead was present tmd 

delivered avery detailed re~ort,'abotiteVerything that occurred. Ana this 

S ' h h Id f " I ~ ; . 
cnnnar as e asl to I 'l commItment. 
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First in the early daYsb'ingl together soldiers who only a short time before 

had been fighting each other Ion lhe battlefields of Europe. Then -- by" 
. j • , • 

transforming itself in thcsebb~ut\ful suri~undings into a safe place forpcople 

to come together across 1hCi1 differences .and cngage in honest, constructive 

dialogue: Arabs and Jews, Eastern and Western Europeans, Serbs, Croats, andI ' ., 
Bosnians; . . 

, , 

by opening its doors to youn1g men Dnd women; by promoting dialogue among 
I ' . I . . . 

people whose views may not yet have hardened; by focusing not on current 

leaders, but on the next genLation of leaders '~- the Seminar has helped to sow , . . I " " . 
the seeds of a more peaceful, productiVe n,lture. So I congratulate the· Salzburg 

Seminar on its anniversary ~nd lam delighted to see so many of you from 44 

different countries gathcredjhere today t~ disl:u:ss one of the mostimportant 

issues facing every country lin th~ world~the future ofeducation and of our 

youth. 

I 
. I 

We know vcry ~e1t that edlcation is essent~altothe success of an 'individual, 
. .' I ' , 

but we are also leaming thJt education is essention to the success of
I ' . , 

democracy. Without educaJion, citizens cannot makeinfomled choices. 

Without education; cilizen~ are subject 10 the ~rop.ganda that demagogues and. 

powerful interests send outl into a society ,attempting to shape public opinion. '. 

Education is essential to bJilding civil so~iety. For civi1 society depends on 

• 


http:FRX:..JR
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learning to Jive with, tOleratel and respect those whom we will never agree with 

, . I ' 
, and maybe not even understand very well. 

,I ' , 

, , ,I)' . , ' ' 


, , 

·, d' , .' . 1 ' "d'f'~ . h . dSo e ucntlon IS esscnha In 8(;) many 1 [erent ways: to t e crentlOn an 

I 
sustaining of democracy, to tre vitality of civil society, and more and more to 

the succe'ss ofa country:s eclnomy, In developing countries and industrial ones 
, I " " ' 

I 
alike, education is the bright !line that divides those who are able to navigate 

. I 
.', through the new global econhmy and those who are not. In the United States, 

, ',I' , 
for example, by the year 200P, wc estimate that nearly 90% of the new jobs. 

created will require post-higA school education. So ~hat we are talking about . 
. " I ' 
tollay has to do with what wl11l occur in the 1ives of countless individuals, 

co~ntries. thegtobal econ oml~' and iI IS as il was 50 years ago essential 10 the . 
I .' 

peace and prosperity of us alL 

·1 

I want to talk this morning about what we have been attempting to do in the 

United Stales to renew and r~form publ.ic education al the elementary and 

, I., ' . 

s~condary levels. Education Ihas always been the cunencyofthe American 

dream. Since the days ofouzr founding of the republic. democracy and 
. . I ' 

I 

education have gone hand j~ hand; Our first President, George Washington, 

wrote: "Knowledg~ is in evJry eountrythe surest basis for public huppincss." 
. . I " , 

Even iil the middle ofour wbrst national crisis, our Civil War, the Congress ,~., I' , '. . ' 
enacted a plan by which each new state would have a public university for the 

benefit oflts citizens. An~l Jfter the end of the Second World War, a grateful' 

, I 
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• nation rewarded those who hL fought for freedom with the most valuable gift 

I 
we ,cou1d think of - the GJ. Bil1- which sent record numbers of Americans to 

, J 

college and, therefore, enabled them to purusc the American dream. 
, ,. 

, I ' 

But it became clear to liS, s'tJrtingas early at the late 1950's, that education was ' 

never a finished enterprise. ~ remember very wcll when I wa,in gmde school 

when the Soviet Union laun~hed SpiItnik, before most of you were born. And 

when Sputnik went into the lkies, our Government decided we were not doing 

a very good job' preparing at children for math and science education. And I 
, I '., ' .' 

remember very well my tearer telling us as young 'students we had to study 

hard~r because our country and our Presdient nceded us to. Now, 1 was not ' 

particularly i~terested in mJh and science at the age often, but because it kept 

being told to me thot this wis something I could do for my country and my" 'I' '. . ' 
President, I tried my best. And through the years, I have seen over and over 

. again how there comes a p~int in ollr country's history that we have to pull 
4 " . 

together to take a hard loo~ at education. That what worked for earlier . , I: '. ' 
generations of Americans is no longer adequate for our children and certainly 

. I 

for the children that will c1rrie aftcr .. 

Since my husband e~tered IPublie life b~ck in the state of Arkansas, he has been 

convinced that educati~njas the most important priority that he could pay . I ..,' '. 

attention to; tl~at if he worked on improving educational opportunity, he would 

be able to provide the gl'eJcst opportunity for person~1 and public progress that 



6 

I 
+ 2 07-14-97 19:24 P.07UOH: CONTROL 5~LZBURG . F~X-NR. : 

• was possible. And so because of that, he has worked very hard over many years 

lto improve education. First as a govemor, he appointed a committee to look at 

the state of education i~ ArkLsas, 'asked me to chair that committee, and we 

worked very hard to improve the standards of education in that relatively poor 

state. 

When my husband became President, he was convinced that it was important 

, . for the entire country to refoL education, and he set about with a very specific 

pl.n as to what he thought w1buld be the elements for a reformed education ' 

system. So since he took office back in 1993, he has been working on certain 

themes for education reform that he has carried through his entire public career. 

• 
 I 

In the first term as Prcsidcntl thcrcwcre certain goals that he wanteu tu 

. I . 

I 
. establish for the American d:Jucation system. So something called "Goals 

2000" was introduced and plssed by the Co~gress, and I want to spend just a 

minute talking about thi~, b~eause I think it is very important for education . .
Isystems to have stated goals, not assumed goals, that can be measured. That is
I .. . 

something that on the natlolal b~sis we ha.ve never had in the United States. 

Some ofthccountries from which you eome have had such gools, but our 

education system is structu~ed in such as way at the federal, i:ltate, and local 

levels that different authOrily rests in eaCh]~YCl of government. But most 

aU.thority rests at the local ltvel. And the local school district is responsible for 

• 
I.
.. I d . 1 d . . f h . hi·'
!".ettmg goa s an settmg cumcu um an .ffiost ute money to run our pu lC 
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• 
 schools comes from local taxes and state taxes. The federal government is 

I ' .' 

Washington doe~ l~ot primariily fund public education in the United States, and, 

because it does not fund it, it does not set the goals or the curriculum for what 

every student should be learning. 

Now that is the kind of system we have, which is very different from most of ' 

I 
' ' . 

'. ' 

the countries r~preserited here. There are advantages to that kind of approach 

and there are disadvantages. Among thc advantages are that people art~ 

responsible at the local ,evell' and there may be reasons why one school district 

would approach a part;eulardueational issue ina different way from another 

school district If you can i1agine,a school in the middle of New York City 

might have very difrerent ideas about how to each children than a school in the 

farthest ccuches of Alaska'slNorthern Territury. So because of the vast size of . 

our country and the different kinds ofpeople and ideas that makc up America,
I ' I " . . 

the local control has always been a very importan~ part of how we provide 

public education. 

At the next level, the state levt:l, they are responsibk in our individual fifty. . . . 

states for working with the local s~hool districts and for providing additiunal 

. funding for them. And they also have authority because they do provide 
I , , 

funding, to try to hold SChfotsaccountab,e in different districts, So that, for 

example, in some of our st~tes, if schools are not functioning well, if they are 

• I. 

I 
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not educating children, they nave been taken over by the state government, 

which then sends in teachers Ito try to do a better job. ' 

, ' I ' 

At the federal level, we haveimoney that goes for certain programs tothe states 

and to the local districts, and that money is determined in a way that can only 
. I . 

be used for certain purposes. ISo that, for example, the federal go~emment 

provides money t~ help diSlli!ets that have many poor children provide· 

additlonal instruction for thole children, so lt adds to the amount ofmoney 
. I' 

available from the local and Jtate level. 

I 

But whell TIl Y husband becaJe Ptesident~ he began' to make the argument that it 

wu:) important for the United States to have goals that every school district and 

state would try to follow, Because for those of you who ho.vcvisited the United 

States, you, lam sure, have Joticed that manypeoplcmove all the tim~. So that
I . . 

if you go toschoo! one year i\n California and then :you move to Texas, you 

want your chi1dren to be leafing basically the same thing. And so by setting 
goals you can tel11ocalschodl districts, here is what we hope all Am~rican

I . " . . 
children wil11earn, and that it doesn't depend only on where you go td school. 

So that was one 0 flhe impo~anfa~Co"lPli shmenIs ofthe President's first term. 

A second important accomplishment was to expand the program known as 

"Title one'" - that's a descriJtion of where it is in the laws of the United States, 

which provides the extra helJ for poor children. Because some ofoursehool\,. 
 . . I. ..... 
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• districts arc very rich. The parents who live in the school dis~ricts are , 

professionals, Ihey are CQrPo,\lateexeeutives, they live in very big houses and so 

they pay a lot of what we call property tax, so that the schools have all the . 

latest computer equipment, tJey have teachersin the hig~~choo]swith MastersI . 
degrees and Ph.d.'s and the children have many, many opportunities. 

. . I· . . 
Then we ha vc school dislriJin poorer areas of our country where the parents 

are working for m'uch lower lages, where they may not even own their own 

homes, but they pay rent for lpart~ents, and so there is not a lot of mon'ey . 

comi~g in from the local taxL to support the schools. And so many of the ... 

children enter scho01 behindlnd irs a lot of work to try to help them catch up. 
. I ..' , '. , 

So the federal govemment expanded the amount ofmoney that would go to try 

to help children who ore bChld in the elementary grades achieve grade level. 

The President also in his first terril expanded what we call "Head Start." 

Because we believe very strohglythat itis important to help prepare children '. 


before they gctto elementa1 school, and ihe Head Start program is designed to 


. provide school preparation fOf poor children. We do not have enough programs 


to include every poor child, Jut the President expanded widely the numbers of 


'ehildren who could come inrl Head Start. We also workerlvery hard to create 

more opporlunities for younJ people who leave high school but do not gota 
. I" . 

college. We have, as many of you know because J am sure some of you have 

• 
· d" . . I . h U . d S h dstud Ie m ollr tinlvcrslty.system In t e mte tates, we ave a very goo 

I 
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• 
"," 

system of higher educali~n-Iwdl funded, providing~1I kinds of programs at 

every level of.degree granting institution. But many of our students don't go on 

to college and we have not ciJne very much for them, arid so the President has 
. . I 

"
. ". . ',. 

'. . ',,' . 
, . .' .}', ~', ~,. 

worked hard to create more opportumttcs for youngpeopte to go mto work- . 

trai.ning progra;ns, apprenticjrhiP pr~gmms, into what we.call the "two-year 

community (;ollege" tu gel additional ,education. No( a fo~r-ycar BA or BS . . I .' " .. 
: . . . . • . ~,,! " 

degree, but a two-year expetience. '. " 

..,. 

Now while the President was working-on thos~ issues in the first term, he also 

• 
had t~ work ve~y hard to prelent the Congress in the second halfof~is first 

lerm [rum culting fumlsJuf dlu(;utiun. Ifyuu fulluw American politics, you 

know that we do not,htlve tl p1arlicimcnfl:lry sy'stcm so.we clc'ct a president . I.,' .... , ., . 
, . . . 

separate from electing members C?f~ongress. A~d in the first two years of the 
, 1 . ' . 

PreSl'dent's term, th'"e Congress " was 0 f the same party as the PreSl" 
. 
'dent. ,In th 

. 

e 
. . , I' . . , 

. . 

second two years, the Congress changed hands to the opposite party. And the 

opposite party docs not 1:>e;let in federal suPPOtt [0; p~blic education. So. ihat . 

. we have had some diffieultplbl ic andpolitieai debates ab()ut th~ appropriate 

role of the federai 'governmeJt. So while the Pr~sident was pursuing his~gc~<;la 
to try to increase'opportllnity ~mci set goals, he also had to pr.event the Congress 

. ..' 

from cutting,the'money that would go to s~Pp'ort that program. So it's always , .... . 'j . ' . 
. . . . 

interesting in American politics. . 

• 
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N ow when the President ran fur re-de(;liun, he set sume very clear priorities for 

what he wanted to do in education. And I think that you have perhaps been 

given a copy ofthis "Call toIEdUcation."And the "CaUto Education" details 

many of the specific programs and T will be happy to answer questions about 
I ' " 

any of them in the question time. In' a way, the President's hopes for education 

in the second tenn can be s~Lmed up as: making it possible for every eight­

year old to read. Now that is a problem for us, because on international tests, 

approximately 40% -- ,primari1y of the poorer children in America -- cannot ' ' 
I , , 

read at a level that we consider adequate by the time they finish their third 

grad~, which is the eightininLyear old period. So weare attempting to put in a 
I. ' ' • 

lot of cffOli and resources in maklng it possible for every eight-year old to read . 

We want also to connect eVl;jTY classroom in America,.particularlY 'in poor 

areas, thro~gh computers to rhe Internet. We want to·usc technology. to provide 

opportunities for poor childr'en that children from mure wealthy families have 

on their o",n. And· we see te~hnology, particular Jy through the Internet, as a 

way ofopening up educatiol t() ~any children who do not have books in their 

houses, do 'not go to museuls or libnlries, wh~se parents themselves cannot 

read very well, so that this ij one hope that'w~ have for technology, and we 
'I ' ­

want to aim at the 12-year-o'ld level,. so that al1 of our 12-year-olds have access 
, 1-' ' 

to computers that are hookeo up to t~e Internet and are computer-literate." 

• 
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• Then we also want to make it pU1):iibk fur any grauualt: ufhigh school togo on 

to eolle'ge by providing finanLal support because, although we have a' .
I ., 

, , I 

wonderful system of higher Jducation, many students have difficult financial 

problems that prevent them Lher from going to college or from going to the 
I 

be;t'school that theiracadedic record wou1d suggest, because they cannot 

afford th~ costs. I will be seJding, with my husband, our daughter to a very fine 

Amcrieanuniversity ncxt yeL, and the cost will be nearly $30,000 a year. And 

there are many stlldents WhO! have excellent grades, excellent testscores, who 

are worthy of attending our finest colleges and'universities, but whose families 

cannot pay that kind of cost Ld so the President hasbeen tryingto increase the 
I . 

amount of financial scholarship and loan money available. And that is 

· h h b •. I 1 '. ' . ' 
someth109 t at e e leves \iery strong y tn. 

Now in the 1997 State of the Union, which the President delivers every year, he 

made it very cle~r what he las going to focus on inthese next four years to I . 
improve education. And the~ are summarized here in the "Call to Action." 

I 

First, to go along with the 8r:>alS that were adopted. He wants to set national 

standards. Now what does that mean. Well, if, for example, we say that 
.' .. I '. 

American children will be the best in the world in math and science bya certain 

year - whi~h we always scti those kmds of grca! American goals; you know, 

that's how you kind of get rVerybOdY together. And we kn<?w.wehave a lot of 

• 
work to be able to do that, because there are many countries such as some of 
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. . 
thost:: Tt::pTcsented here,that l~avc children who do much better on math and 

science than American childJen, Well how do we do ~hat? I mean if all we do 

is sct a goal, that canjust eJporate into th1n air. What the~residentwants to 

do is to set accountability stJndards to measure our progress toward that goal . I ." ,
. . 

and to hold our schools accountable~ so that we can look at local school, 

districts and we can say: yJl can dt:1t:nnine how you choos~ to teach math and 

'II hId'. but we WI I . h . 00 lstncts.' so that we can SCIence, measuTi you agamst ot .er sc 

tell how well you are doing, 

Now that is a very radical concept in the United States, because as I exp1ained, 

ifyou arc a local school dist'rict, historically you did not'answer to anyone other 

than the people in yourar~al who elected the school board and scnt their . 

children to your ,chon1<. sol the President has set as one of his pri'oriti es to 

create national standards that would then be measured by international tests. 
,I .' " . 

And the way he has done that -- because, again, ,remember we have this 

different system th~n many of your countries -- is to persuade states and local 

school districts to go ahead and agree for their children to take the tests. So 

over the last several months, he and his education secretary have been . j , , , , ' , 
, , ' 

persuading governors of states and local school boards to let their children take 
'I' ,.. 

this test. I 
I 
I 

, 
Now I will tell you th~t a,tiough six states have signed up for national tests --: 

• 
including our biggest state,1 California -- ~any slatcJ; have refused to do so. And 
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why is that? They do not want to be measured against other school districts • because they feel that that is ffede"':] viola~onof their rights to determine 

what their children learn. No1 I have tried very hard to make th~ point that 

algebra is the same in califolia as it is in New Y~rk or any other statein "" 

America, and so the first test lhat would be given is a reading test in fourth 

gradc and a mathematics test in eighth grade. Because reading and mathematics 

are thought to be objective enough that local ideas about history or about 
,{ 

what's appropriate literature Lm not cause the political problems that will 

inevitably arise. So the natiojal standards are something that 1f you' follow 
" " " 

I 
American education, you will hear more and mOore about. . 

We are trying also to make sure that we improve teacher preparation, and we 

provide continuing education for our teachers. This is another problem because 

we have colleges of educatiOj throughout the country that prepare our teachers, 

and, again, they are free to pr1cparc tcachers however they choose to prepare 

them. There is no standard national curriculum in place. So teacher preparation 

is very uneven", We have abJlutc1Y wondcrflll, brilliant teachers in elementary 
I ­

and secondary education. and then we have teachers who should riot be in the 

'classroom -- they are 'not caplble of'teaching ~itl~er the academic subject or 
I . " " 

working with the students effectively_ 

So the President is urging states nnd local school boards to change the way 
I ' . 

• 
teachers are prepared and teachers are evaluated, and to that end he has worked 
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• 
 very hard, both of us have since 1983, to crcatc a national teacher board of 


certification in the United stLes. Not mandatory, but voluntary, so that , 


individual teachers can bettJ prepare themselves and if they do so, we are 

encouraging states and local school districts to give them higher pay. That if 

they go to the extra work to become better teachers, they should be rewarded to 

be bdter teachers. So the wltle issue about our teaching force is one that is 

very difficult. ' 1,·. ' . . 

1 don't know about the composition of the teaching force in all of your 

countries, but I know that in1many countries, teaching carries both more 
. '. . I 

. d . t.:' does In. thCU . dS"tates. Ad"prestIge un more Income tHan It mte. n. It IS seen as 
I , ' 

what it is, which is one oftJe most important jobs in a c~untry. Now 1~ our 

country that it i~ not the casl, that there is a very big disparityin ~hat teachers 

are paid depe~ding upon thl district in which they teach. in many ways how ' 

they are treated in a classrolm is very much 'dependent upon the kind of people 

who run the school district lnd so we have a lot of issues that we are trying to 

deal wilh to improve Ihe leJching force. ..... 

I 

Third in ordeflo realize thei President's goals of having every eight-year old 

read, he has launched something called "America Reads," and he's worked to 
" 

, j -,'. . . 

get volunteers to go into the schools to help the teachers. Because in many of 

our s~hooI dislri cis, we h+ a 101 of discip Iinary p~oblems,we have ~ lotof 

• 
<.hCCc:.;rc:.;nt languages that our cluJdren speak, they come from many different 
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pli:ll;cs. III Los Angeles school district, the students come from 150 countries, 

and many teachers will have 1classroom with students from Mexico and 

. I . 
Guatemala and Vietnam and t~ambodia and Ghana and from all over the world, 

speaking many different langb.ges as their first language, So part of our ' ,.
I' 

problem is to get enough pco~le to help ~ith our teachers to give individual 

. attention to these children. sJ that we can ·help every child both iearn English 

and then learn to read. 

And then we have a different problem ~ith children who come from 

generational poverty from families that have notpruvided the stimulation and 

. I ' .. . 
support that a child needs to learn how to read. And they, too, need specia1, 

individual attention. We arc lleaming more about teaching methods that work, 
,I . '. 

and we are encouraging local school districts to follow some of those teaching 
, " . I· . 
methocis. There ls a method that I am very supportive of that started in New 

. , 
'. Zealand caHed ,.reading recore~Y'''WhiCh works very weH for children who 

have not had the basle prepaFatlOn m theIr first five years to be able to learn to 

read. 

And that brings me to the President's fourth goal, and that is to emphasize. early 

childhood learning. 1 am suJ that many of you have been following the .. 

research that neur~-sci~nec Jas provided in the last several years. We now . 

know that the brain is devel1Ping in the first three years of lifein a way that we 

did not understand. before. Now what does .that mean? Well. it means that a 

parent is not only ft:edinga lhild.'s bouy with food, but is a feeding a child's
I . 
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'. brain to create connections between brain ceHs in the first three years ofHfe. If . 

YOt.l read to a child', sing to a chi1d, tell stories to a child, you are literally 

creating more brain connections. If you stimulate a child in an appropriate way 

by touching a child, by Pla)nggames with a child, you arealsocreating mpre' 

brain connections and laYinJ the foundation for verballeaming that will be' , 

helpful when a child goes to school. 

Now in many home in America, as around the world, parents have done that for 

I ' 
. years. No one taught them. They were either given that gift whcn they were 

children or they saw and lealed themselves how important it wa's. But in many . . I . . . . , 

other homes around the world, children are not spoken to, thcy arc not given 

the kind of atte~tion from blth mothers and fathers that stimulate brain . I . . . 

development, and so by the rime they get to school, they already very far. 

behind. There is also a connection between the income and education level of a 

parent and how much coi1Vlsation occurs in ahome. There's a very important 

study that I wrote about it Jy hook in which researchers w~nt into three 

different levels of educatiol and income homes in one of our cities in the 

, United States. Went into hJrnes like mine, where both the mother and the father 
, ,I· " 

went to college. cvcn beyond, earned good incomes, and even where both , , I . . ' 
mothers and fathers were larking outside of the home, there was lots of 

conversa~ion. Lots of readTg of books. Lots oftalk in the house - some might 

say too much talk, butthere was certainly lots oftalk. Then the researchers ' 

went into homes that wcrc lcry stable homes where the parents held jobs that 
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 were lower income.i ob~, Whre thei r education stopped at high .chuuI, w hc", 


they loved their children as iUch as any of us do, but they did not talk very 


much to their children. The fathers often had jobs that were not verbal jobs. All 

ofus in this room have verhll johs. We are well equipped for the global 

economy - we talk, talk, talJ. We'couldn'tbuild this building, but we talk, talk, 

talk. And so th e people who idO the hard work of oursociciics ·arc often not 

people who cam their money by talking. They do it with their hands. They 

don't IUlOW the importance lftalking to theirchildren. They want theirehildrenI ' 

to be successful but it never iwas done for them; they don't know how or why to 

do it. So there was much less conversation. And a r~sult, when the children 

were four and five years Old\ their vocabularieswcrc much smaller. . 

Then the third group offamilies, the poor families, in our country, often single 

mother families, no father jj the home, and the single mother often on welfare 

or holding down a very 10wjpaYing,meanialiob, very little talk. But the talk 

that occurred, again these mothers love their children as much as we do and 

I· .

they want their children to oe sliccessful, but the world has not treated them 

very well. So what i, the kit of talk you will find in such a family you will 

find a lot of negative talk. .J lot of warnings about the ~orld. A chUd who goes 

to explore this microphone tno, no, get away. WhX? Because the child could 

get m tTou,ble. And these families are worried about trouble. They arc worried 
. , , I . . 

about the authol;ties getting them in trouble. So there are it lot of ne~ative 

messages, so little talk, and talk being used negative1y. So what is the result? 
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Low verbal development, mueh more limited vocabulary, u'nd children who 
'I '. ' . . 

often can't resolve their problems through talking but instead will fight. 

So that we now know that what happens in those first three, four, five years of 

Iifc are' very important tOWht happens in all the rest of schoo ling. A nd the ' 
..." .
.' . 

1 more we cun help parents know how to help their children succeed, the better 

our schools and our students iWill be. And for parents who either cannot or will 

not help, the ~orc we can h"le gOOdPre-sCho~I programs,like a Head Start , 

program, we could at least tfY to help thosechlldrcn get the tools that they 

would otherwise not have. 81 early childhood learning is one of tht:!important , 
, "I . , " . . ' 

k ' d' f '... " k A d II b ..m so pnontles any counT' any ,SocIety can rna e" n t 1e, est ",,:ay 1S to 

help parents do the best job they can do, by giving them the tools. 

Fifth, wc have to change the way our public SChOO]5 function by providing 

more choice within the public school system. (fyou live in a school district in 

America, you go to the sChoL you are assigned, whet~er it's a goodschool ~r' a 

had school or else you get ot of the public scho~l system, ifyou have enough 

money, and you go to aprivLe school. One of the goals that the President has 

to make it possible for you tt choose among the public schools, To make it 

absolutely competitive within the public school system, Recently I did the high 

school graduation at a high thOO} in Washington, DC, which, has some very,' 

1,' ,I. f"'I" ,very bda sch00 In our natIon s capita - It s one 0 our,lD my Vlew, great 

• 
shames as a country, that wi have permitted our schools in our nation's capital 
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to deteriorate. This, though, is a school ofchoic~. S~studcnts .choose to go 
. I . . 

there, thcy compete to go there, and they. have to work very hard - they have to 

take l,atin, they have a very Jeavy curCirruhlm, and a11 of the students who 

graduate from this h;gh sCholl go on to college.. . 

Every year they take 100 students. Three hundred apply. That means they nrc 

willing to do the hard work.ly question is why don't they create more hard . . 
I 
 . . '. . 


schools so that everyone of those 300 students would have a place in a hard 

school, instead of going to a thoolWhere they don't learn. So we have to . 
. I . 

create more choice in our schboJ system ..· . ...• ..' • 

Sixth, we have a serious problem in many of our school with order and . I ." 
discip1ine. I hope you do not have this problem to the extent that we do in our 

country, but to be honest WitJ yo~, it r~allY depends upon ,where the school is' 

located, and how effective thl adults in the community are in protccting our . 
... I . . . 

students. We have schools wnere weapons, drugs, gangs, all threaten the safety 
I . ..... 

of OUf students. So my husbaNd has worked very' hard to change those 
. I' . 

conditions and he has worked to Ci'eate law~ thut will punish students who bring 

. guns to school~ as hardas it Jay be for your to believe, before my husband 

passed that law, thousands of American children brought guns to school every 

day. Some to be agressors, many to protect themselves, but ofcourse, the 

results often were tragic becuLe,oflhe kind of violence that o~curred. To keep 

• 
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drug dealers and drug houses away from our children and to change some of 

the values in the 'school. 

We have, as I am sure you halVe noticed from watching American TV, a very : 

intense consumer culture that is aimed at our young peop1e. Youknow you arc: 

told that you aren'tfl good or smart personi.mless you wear a ccrtain kind of ' 

tennis shoes, sport shoe. Tfyou don't \Nearacert~in kind ofjacket or other 

picce of clothing, you an: soJebOdY who will b~ respectcd. And we have a lot 

of fights who can't afford to ,Ilear certain clothing and feel very resentful " ,. 
because of that and there is a lot of violen,ce thatis spawned by this culture of 

youthflll consumeri~m. And ole of the things t~~ President has urged is that 
, . I, . .' 

more students in our public schools wear uniforms. Many of your countries do 
. I" . 

that and l urge you not to change. It solves II lot of problems. We have found 
, I . ' ,': 

that where uniforms are u,sed in our pub1ic scbools you see an almost 
'I ' ., . 

immediate drop in clothing.;rclated violence, You see more discipline in the 

classroom because students halve to wear the same thing to scho~l and 'if 
1 . ' ,. . ' 

teachers are trying to enforce discipline with student~ who w~ar clothes that are 

too tight, too loose, with hats in their heads, that causes a10t of di mcuhtie~ for· 

the teachers. So wearing unifoLs is something that we wishmore of our 

schools but again, it's up to oJ loc~l schools. They have the decision to make. 

Now the President also thinks that we have to do a betterJ'ob in making it '. . I· . .. ' 

possible for the students who want to learn to learn. Many ofour teachers have 
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a lot of disciplinary problems in the Classroom caused by students who are 

disruptive and we have' a lot lflaws th~twe are trying to modify in the United 
, j , ' • " 

States that are very good on the surface in tenns of giving students a lot of 

.rights, but make it difficult tj enforce dis.cipline in the classro~m. 

Seventh, as 1 sain, the prCsidrt is working to connect every classroom .~d 

public library to the Internet by 'the year 2000. We have had a public-private 

partnership created to do thJ And I just wa:t to spend a second or two talking' 

about that. Because it may bj something that some of your countries alsocan 
, I' . . 

look to. Our government did not hav'e all the money or the expertise to create 

this technOIOgy'linkup. 'Hut b~ working with a lot of our private companies, we . i ' ' 
have created a fund that now Ihas about $2 billion to fonn the ,kind of 

• connection so that the SChOOlr can be wired, the,computers can be put into the 

. classrooms, the teachers can be trained. Now:why would businesses voluntarily 

give this kind of money? BeJause they want well-trained workers. And you can 
, " I ' , . , 

make that argument in every country here: Because every country here has to 

be moving toward tcchnOIOgJ useinorder for the society to flourish. So I ' 

. . 'I . 
would urge you to think about how you can form partm:rships, cvcnwhere you 

don't have a tradition of dOink that, with businesses, both international 
. t, . . 

· d' 
, 

b - 'od b' f .0',usmessesb omg usmess tn your country an usmesses 0 your nahan, so 

I ' .' 
that you can create more resources for technology advancement. ' 

• 
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:. Now there are a few other things that I want to briefly to mention that I know 

are not part of elementary or IscCOndary school but are linked to it. Th,e ' 
, ', I ' ". 

President has emphasized going to col1ege because he wants children to work 

harder to improve their ski11s and that college would be available for them if 

they did it. So he's e~eating sch~larships that would provide the c,ost of tuition 

,1, ' " 
at our communitY,co11,ege, :mr he wants to give each family a ten thousand, 

dollar credit for education ana training that can be used. Because, for example, 

if you have a child who gets Lto a school thatis expensive that 10;000 dol1ars 

could make a difference. yoJ could takcit off your taxes a~d you would be ,', 
, :. I " _ ,," 

able to encourage your studertt to go wherever possible. So that the college 

program that the, President hal tal kcdabou t IS directly linked ifmore peop1; . 
, ,I,"", ' -, 

think ~bout how the progression goes from being preschool all the Way to ' 

fhlishing your cdu~ation_ Bui also we,don't want to]eave out the students'who ',' 

don't go to'college, so tl,tese ~rogra~s are available for g'kill training and 

additional job education as WlrL ' 
I, 

Now ifwc look at what the United States is doing; some ufitis very'much a 
, ' ,'\" , ' " ., ' , 

" , 

pari of our particular culture and the way we have organized 'our schools;, but 

some of it is more ~niversal, jour youth today have alot of otherstimulatioI)·, 

besides educatlon coming. at themand,the kind of skillthat it will take to keep, 

, young people's attention, [OCledon educatio~~ tohelp 'them r~alize that th~Y" 
, , '. '"., ,\', '".. ,':',' ;'" , ..',,' ,', " 

, have to make a commitment to e<Jucatiori despite what the culture is saying or 
, " ,,'," , ,', ,".., ' ,\'," 

doing around them, is becoming a more and mOTe global problem, riot merely,

.' 
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an American problem, so that we iill share a concern about how we wilt raise 


I' " 
, ' I 

our next generation, and I think it is very important that we give the priority to 

education and youth and maJelt not just a priority of go;ernm~nts but of the 

. . h b . ~ d' d .. .. d hentIre s,oclety, so t at usmesses an aea ernIe mstItuttons an every ot er 

institution pun together to tr~ to support young people. I have spoken with ' . , ' 
. ..' ,Ipeople from m~ny ofthecQuntries represented here, and I hear often the same , I ' , , 

, ' . 

concerns: that there are no a6u1ts looking afte~ children anymore; that children ' . 
I 

, ' 

, , 

are in the streets too much; tl~cy have too much time to do whatev~r'they want; 

that the schools are not open long enough hours, there is no other institution to 

help fill the gap of time; that parents are often working vcry long hours 

themselves, they are. not ablel to provide the supervision that.their children' 

need; and this work of raising young people cannot be left merely to teachers 
,, I' " ' , 

and schools. That is nonhe role of what a teacher should be doing but 

certainly many teachers haJI the feeling that th~y must fill the gap that society 

has left. So we have a lot of Iwork to do in making education apriority, but 

more than that, in making young people a priority in our fasl'-paced, 

technology-driven age, wherl we become connected with each other " 'J ',' 
, ~ , 

anonymously, how do we keep people connected personally, how do we make' 

it possih Ie faT adult., whethet or not they aTe parents, to invest in their children . 

, so that we do not become a "brave new world" where there are some ,people 

'1ike us '~ho' an('verbal~ who Le technol~gic~11y literate,: who live above a]J.th~ , 
rest ~f society ,because we hJve not given the parents ~nd child~eri.of ~n ofQur' 

• .' I ' , '. 

people the chance to have an cd~cation and live in a safe, supportive 

'. 

http:child~eri.of
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community that will give them the chance to live up to their own DOd-given 
. '. ", 'j '..,.. , , 

potential. Thank you very much.' '.' ',' '.. . . 

(end remarks) 
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