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I:, I want to "start by thanking Ambassador Hunt for her service to the Unit~d States"but 
more for her leadership and commifment to human rights and the work she has done here in 
Europe ori behalf of raising voices 6f women so that all can hear them. I would like to thank the 
other conference sponsors for supp6rting thIS very important meeting. I would also like to thank 
the Austri~n people and their goverhment for their willingness to serve the cause of peace and 
democra'cy. Home to ,the United N~tions and other criminal international organizations, hosts to 
important summits of the Cold War!, haven for refugees, Austria has given the people of Europe 
and the world a safe place to come to so that we can hear and understand one another so that 

l 

together we may shape acommon future. .', " 'I . 
, The conference in held in thjat same spirit. We are here to advance the cause of women 

and to advance the cause of democr:acy and to make it absolutely clear that the two are 
inseparable. There cannot be true democracy unless women's voices are heard. There cannot be 
true democracy unless women are given the opportunity to take responsibility for their own lives. 
"[here cannot be true demosracy uniess all citizens are able to participate fully in the lives of 
th7ir o'Yn country. 

i'! 1 

, We have seen great.progress in the region of the world. Our previous speakers this 
morning, from Bulgaria, Li,thuania,/ and the CzEch Republic shared with us some of the progress 
they have seen in their own lives, and also how they were able to take advantage of new 
opportunities to seek new responsi~ilities on behalf of themselves and to further,the cause of 
democracy in their countries. We dome at a point in time when the architecture of revolution is 
nearly complete in Europe. The old order is being replaced by democratic institutions and open 
markets, of free press, functioning barliaments, and political parties. Basic rights of assembly 
an~ associat~on are becorriing facts/of.life. Last month Russia joine~ t~e com~~nity of creditor 
natIOns. ThiS week the Czech Repubhc, Hungary and Poland were mVIted to Jom NATO, and at 
the same time the announcement ,as made, it was clear that those were the first invitations, not 
the last invitations. today my ,husband is in Poland and Romania to reiterate America's support 
for democracy's progress. 

I think it is also significant that you are gathered here in Vienila not only to recognize 
both the crucial role th~t women hdve played and will play in continuing that democratic 
progress, but also by talking and ,orking together to devise strategies and learn from one 
another about how we can continue to overcome the obstacles that still lie ahead. It is clear, I 
think, to all of us-to someone lik~ me who comes from a democracy that has been working at 

I . 

perfecting its union for more than :220 years, and to those of you who come from much newer 
, democracies-that democracy is vbry hard work. You cannot flip a switch and, expect to have a 

democracy we dream of. In my ofn country we struggle every year with the challenges that are 
posed to democracy. We have to 'rork very hard to make sure all of our people are given the e opportunity to participate fully in the life of our democracy. We meet new challenges every day. 
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, The work of democracy is nfver finished and all of us who' are here today are committed 
to continuing that work, no matter what the obstacles,we face. Even though you may have a free 
press or a functioning parliame'nt,eyen,~hQugh you tpay Q~veelections that are fair and.are 
repeated successfully, democracy depends on more than that. It depends on more than Just a 
writtenconstitution. It depends updn more than even economic progress. Democracy depends 
ultimately on whether democratic vklues are rooted in the hearts ofmen and wom~n; whetner all 
citizens believe that all people are ehtitled to be'accorded t,he respect to which each of us as 
human beings should be able to derltand. As a d:·ol:'l.tian writer once said, "for every day life, 
revolutiqn consists much more of tHe small things, ~)f sounds, oflooks' and images." Even , 
though we may look and see the inshtutions ofdemocracy functioning, even though we may see , , I) , . 

, ' . ' 	 theimag~ reflected of our open markets and the progress we are making economically, we still 
and we always will have work to dd, to make sure what Alexis de Tocqueville called "the habits 
of the heart" that really are at the cJnter of a democratic institution or a democratic country, are 
cultivated and passed on from genetation to generation. ' " ' 

Ifwe look at where we are 1the world today, we see that one of the sounds that is most 
important to ensuring that democradies take root is the sound ofwo~en's voices, those vital 
voices that we celebrate here. 'On rAy visits to Central andEastern Europe, I have heard the 
sounds of these voices. I have heard women from many countries articulating their dreams for 
the world :and their lives after com~unism. Despite the differences between th{;':m; everyone 
seemed to speak the same mother tongue-the language of freedom and hope. ' 

, , ' I l' " , ' 

, I heard women's voiceS in Estonia when I ,visited a clinic that is the first in that country to 

•• offer a broad range of health servic6s for wo'rrien.' 'I heard them in Romania when I met with \~ , 

teachers who are developing anew pedagogy that emphasizes civic participating and democratic 
values. I heard 'them in Ukraine wh'en I met with nurses who had just started their own 

I 	 " , ' 

professional organization. I heard them in Hungary when I visited a center that is helping the 
minority Roma community overcorhe barriers to education, employment and full participation in 
Hungarian society. I heard them inlCzech Republic when I met with leaders ofnon- ' 
governmental organizations who are involved in local projects to protect the rights of children 

I, 	 ' 

and to safeguard the environment. I heard them in Belarus when I spoke with women health 
, professionals struggling to bring qu~lity health care to the critically ill children of Chernobyl. I 

heard them in Russia when I talked lover the radio with listeners throughout the country on a 
women-owned radio station. I heara. the voices of women asking, "What do we do now? We are 
educated; how do we use that educJtion to be part of democracy?'" And I heard them in Polan4 
when I sat around a table with wo~en representing' different political points ofview and 
participated in one,ofthe most imp~rtant democratic acts, disagreeing with one another 
respectfully, as we debated the issu~s that were important to us. And I heard women's vital 
voices in Bosnia where I was told ~y a teacher how she kept trying to keep her students learning 
despite? horrific war. I was told by health professionals of the struggles that they faced treating 
the wounded and that they were aUI,committed to rebuilding their lives. You bring these voices 
here, these voices that I have heard, and now we must determine what we do with those voices. 

I 	 ' "i 

Do we merely use our voice for own personal advantage? Do we take OUf education, do 
we take whatever fortunat~ advanc6s we nave been given at this point in history, and only work 
for ourselves? That is a perfectly 16gitimate choice. To be a successful politician" to have 
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power for oneself, to be a lawyer or a judge, to be a business leader, to have economic gain for 
oneself in a democracy-that is our choice. I hope that the vital voices represented here will do 
something else as well. That we will use ,our experience, our voices, to speak on behalf of all 
people, to give voice to the voiceles1s. 

. I . . ! ' 

We know very well in my cfuntry. and in each country represented her~ that there are 
. many women who do not have the educatIOn we have. There are many women who are held 

[ 

down by 'cultural and historical traditions and are prevented from exercising the choices they 
might want to make. We know that! there are poor people who can only dream of coming to 
Vienna or sitting in a hotel room loiliking down at M~nhattan. We kn~w, or we should know, 
that we ignore the needs of all our Jeople at our peril, that part of the great challenge we face in 
our democracies is to be sure we cr6ate conditions for all men and women to make the choices 
that are right for their lives. 

Women particularly have an opportunity at this point in history to express that 
commitment of conscience, to makJ clear that, yes, we want to be successful on our own, we . 
want to be held accountable and responsible for the choices we make because we want to be seen 
as complete human beings. That is bot all we want. We want to help create societies and a 

I . 

world'where the opportunities for all children, young boys and young girls, are available to them' 
in ways we could not have even dre1amed a few years' ago. , .. 

When we met, many of us Jthis room, toget~er in Beijing we came to declare in clear 
and unequivocal terms that women,ls voices must be heard, and we offered a clear proposition 
thata nati<!)ll's progress.depe~ds on lthe progress ofw~men and that the strength of apolitical 
system depends on the mclusIOn of1women, that the VIbrancy of an economy depends on the full 
contribution of women; that the ricliness of civil society depends on the participation of women; , 
that human rights are women's rights, and women's rights are'human rights. I have been asked 
what did I mean when I said that, aJd I have always, been amazed that I would be asked such a 
question. I was on a Voice of Ametica call-in program one day, and I received a call from Iran, 
and the speakeron the other end, a tnan, said that he had heard that I said that. What could I 
have meant? And I said, "Well, I rrleant what I said and if you will just shut your eyes and 
imagine the rights that men have, tHose are the rights women should have as well." The reason 
we want those rights is not merely t'o make a statement, not to be part of a political movement, 

I '. 

but because we warit our dignity to be respected as human beings, and we want to be part of 
building a democratic world. 

We have seen changes since Beijing, here in Central and Eastern Europe., We have seen 
in Albania the birth ofa parliament~ry caucus devoted,solely to issues affecting women. In 
Bulgaria, a non-governmental orgaJization is teaching judges and lawyers and citizen jurors 
about the legal rights of women. In' Ukraine, there has been a new government ministry devoted 
to women's affairs. In Lithuania, nbw services are being given to support the needs of elderly 
women. InPoland, we have seen cteated one of the largest micro-enterprise networks in the 
world, a new agency sponsored by the Polish and American governments and the World Bank 
whose sole mission is to teach worrlen important new/job skills and to help them find well­
paying jobs. 
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'e And yet, despIte the progre~~, since the fall of theBerlin ·Wall, since the conference in 
Beijing, we have a lot of work to dd, because the transition from communism to free markets and 
democracy has created new obstaclbs to women's realization of their God-given potential. We 
have seen new stresses and sacrificJs imposed on women. Throughout the region, cuts in 
pension and childcare, kindergarteJs and health care has meant that women are shouldering a 
double burden that was heavy enoukh to begin with. The oppressive. structures of communism 
may have been torn down, but the dew structures and standards necessary to advocate for 
women's.tights.and to protect wombn from exploitation are not yet fully constructed. The hard 

. work of building these political, le~al, and economic standards and structures must include 
\ . . women, and that is what you have ~een speaking about here. That is why this conference comes 

at such an.important time, because it is enabling us to share these practical ideas and methods to 
advance the presence of women in the political, legal and business spheres. 

Exchanging ideas and strate~ies enables us to learn from one another and take these id~as 
home. But that is too rare in our otn world. When I am privileged to travel as'I do, I always 
meet with groups of women for informal discussions. Whether I am in Bangladesh, Romania, 
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Poland, Nicaragua or Chile, I find.that women have much more in common than might appear on 
the surface. Yet I also find that ev~n in those cities where I am meeting. with women who 
represent the academia or the profeksions or business or politics, they often do not speak to one 
another. They sometimes do not e~en know on~ another. They are surprised to learn what the 
women down the street is doing to kssist them in their work. We cannot build strong civil 
societies without working together ~nd creating associations that enable us to make progress on 
the issues'.we care about. That is why this conference has the potential for creating new networks 

',' ..,6 and associations of support within 60untries and between countries. ' 

The United S~ates governmtnt, largely through its Agency for International 
Development, will continue to sup~ort a broad range of programs that provide grants, training, 
. and techn~ca! assistance to citizens Ito stre~gthen democracy at the gras.s roots .. We want ~o. be 
part ofbmldmg democracy, and we espeCIally want to be part ofenablmg women to· partIcIpate 
in that process. Today we build od the commitment we have made, a commitment to local . 
groups that are working to protect the environment, or improve health services, or spark 

I . 

economic development, teaching children basic democratic values; working to create that area 
between the market and the goverJment that is crucial to the continuation and progress of 
demoGracy. We call that "civil sodiety." It is only civil society that can inculcate the values of' 
democracy, those habits of the heart. It is only through our families, our religious organizations, 
our associations at the civic and thb neighborhood level, our trade unions, our other groups 
where we come together voluntaril~ joining in forums to create better opportunities that we will 
reany create democracy. . 

. The market place can do better than any other institution.the work of creating wealth. 
But the market place, which know~ the price of everything, knows the value of nothing. That is 
not t.he mark~t place's job. The g9vernment h~s to preser~e order, has to provide the basic 
serVIces, but It cannot reach the heart. It can stu the emotIOns. It can, as we all know, create 
demagoguery, but it cannot in thosb very small sacred places of the heart do the work that can 

I . 

only be done voluntarily through civil society. 

http:issues'.we


The United States Agency f0r International Development-knows that, and that is why so 
, much of its work has been' aiIlled at [this middle, this important part of every democratic society. 
Today I have the honor of announcipg that t~e United States will commit three million dollars 

, next year to projects that will directly support the objectives of this conference. These funds, 
which are entirely new funds, will 8e reserved solely for efforts that help women enter and 
ascend the realms of politics, law arid business. Moreover, the United States government will 

'continue to see to it that women ha~e full and complete access to the entire range of democracy 
and business programs that we support. These efforts will supplement the.work of this 
conference and the work that you d6 everyday. We know what the symptoms of inequality and 
oppressio~ look like in real life. wJ see them when ~omen are beaten ,or sold or denied credit or 
refused a job because of gender or Jassed over for promotions or treated with disrespect and not 
listened to. We have to do what welcan to alleviate those symptoms of injustice. Yet we cannot 
lose sight of their root cause-disrespect for women's spirit as human beings and citizens. 

, , I ' , , ' 

Here in Vienna in 1993, leaders from around the world gath~red to craft the United 

Nations Declaration on the Eliminat!ion of Violence Against Women. This is what they called 
for: the universal application to worhen of the rights and principles with regard to equality, 
security, liberty, integrity and dignity of all human persons. That word, "dignity" is essentially 

, the premise on which our democratic efforts in our respective countries will stand or fall. It is ' 
time for us as a global community t6 understand 'once land for all that we have run out of excuses. 

, ' I
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H~re we are at the end of the twentieth century, at the heart of a continent that has been 
scorched by war time and time agaiA. If the history of this century teaches us anything,it is that 
wheneventhe dignity of any group i~ compromised by' a derogation of who they are, of some 
essential attribute thatthey possess, ~hen we leave ourselves open to having our own dignity 
questioned. When we do not respect the dignity of others, we do not make the dignity of any of 

, us safe from attack. If this century lias a lesson that is redeeming, it is that by extending the 
circle of citizenship and human dig~ity to include everyone without exception, we have the' hope 
that can come to those of us who believe that by working together we can create a better life for 
ourselves and our children. ' 

Ifwe take seriously what YOl!l are talking about here at this conference, and you go home 
and bring the message of excitement and solidarity that you have achieved here, you will not 
change anything overnight. , But yoJr voice and your work, added to the inexorable, incremental 
steps that are necessary for change ih a democracy will create the conditions for change. Then 
we will have a glimpse of seeing wh1at a newsroom and, a courtroom will look like with women 
fully participating; what the corporate board room and the political back room will consist of 
when women take their rightful placbs. We will see more clearly what can happen in the home 
when women are given the respect ind dignity they deserve. 

, , I 

I am very much in awe ofth~ stories of many of you, I can only imagine the strength that 
it took to have done what you have qone in this audience"tojoin Charier 77, to march for . 
Solidarity, to expose human rights abuses, to make freedom's voice carryover the heads of those 

, r 

who would silence you. I think of all this, and I ask my~elfhow through those years of 

totalitarian oppression you kept yout focus on' what was most important in the human heart. 




• Perhaps· the answer lies.in a speech that was given in Austria seven years ago, just ·after the fall 
of communism. Part of it goes as f611ows: 

. I . '. 
Many of us who in re~etit years strove to sp~ak'the truth in spite of everything, were able 
to maintain an inner perspec~ive, a willingness to endure, a sense of proportion, an ability 
to understand and forgive others and a light heart, only because we were speaking the 
truth, otherwise we might hdve perished from despair. 

Many of you will recognize lhe words MPresident Vaclev Havel, talking aboutthe 
totalitarian lies that recently prevailbd in this part of the world and the heroic individuals like so 
many of you who struggled ag<;tinst them. Those wordsarejust as true today, even though the 
burdens and obstacles are nowhere Near what oppressed Europe for so many years. We know 
that it take strength to keep your vo~ce heard. We know that it takes courage to stand up for 
those without voices. All of you wHo tore down communism did so because you believed in 
democracy andfreedom and humanlheart and spirit. Now you fight for women's rig~ts because 
you believe in the same values. One barrier is rubble, the other is crumbling. With the strength 
of our commitment and the power of our voices that barrier, too, will surely fall. If we keep faith 
with those values that brought you tb this day, if we work with one another, if we enable all of 
the voices ofmen and women who ~elieve in freedom and hope to be heard, then the dreams that 
brought us here will be :ealiz~d and \we will be ~ble to l.ook bac~ at this conference and say to 
ourselves,"Women's vltqlvOlces played a role m creatmg the kmd of worldI am proud to call 
my own." 

Thank you very much. 
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Mrs Clinton: I want to start by thanking Ambassador Hunt for her service to the United States, 
I 

but more than for her leadership and commitment to human rights and the work she has done here 
in Europe on behalf of raising voice~ ofwomen so that all can hear them. I would like to thank 
the other conference sponsors for s~pporting this very important meeting. And I would also like 
to thank the Austrian people and thbir government for their willingness to serve the cause of 
peace and democracy. Home to thd United Nations and other criminal international 
organizations, hosts to important su1mmits of the' Cold War, haven for refugees, Austria has given 
the people ofEurope and the worldla safe place to COme.toso that we can hear out and 
understand one another so that together we may shape a common future. .. 

This conference is held in that same spirit. We are here to advance the cause ofwomen' and to 
advance the cause of democracy and to make it absolutely clear that the two are inseparable, 

• 1 . . 

There cannot be true democracy unless women's voices are hear·d. There. cannot be. true 
democracy unless women are given I~he opportunity to take responsibility for their own lives. The 
cannot be true democracy unless all citizens are able to participate fully in the lives of their 
country. We have seen great progress in this region of the world. Our previous speakers this 
morning, from Bulgaria, Lithuania, ~nd the Czech Republic shared with us some of the progress 
they have seen in their own lives .. How they were able to take advantage ofnew opportunities to 
seek new responsibilities on behalf dfthemselves and to further 

.'•..... 
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MRS. CLllNTON: Anythinc we e&.n do to create good oppormnltles for girls and women, 1 think. will benefit 
·tnanY' lW!ID.y women. But I also belieVC/ rh.at in many diffcfC7.lt oocictic& for diffc.teot rcMOD$, all individual 
· womAn's dlances for pUrsuUJg her own dJ!eams will be eDhanced i£ other wumetl work ro.ther to cha.nae social, 
historical. and cultural conditions that hbld ~mcm back. There are many women who have attained a good 
to,rlllcatlOD. and theD. are told thet thc:y ~~eoeed ill th~ atea they wish to work in for artificial reasoftS. 
So the individual woman baa to do what ~ho can to prepare honelf, but th6ft as part of oW' vital voices we have 

· to make it posaibJc for every women to be able to pursue whil~ her ambitloDa or dreams might be. I abo 
think tbe.re is another element:,. and tha~ is the 'sort or p$l'ehoIogica1 barriers that are the internal barriers to 
,011101 WOtllen's success. Women who fe~l that they are not entitlcd to pursue .thcir own dreams. WomcD who 

· . feel t.W\t, if they make a choice to pUr'S~e an educatioD. or to pursue a job, they are making a choice not to 
pursue family Or relationships.. So I tbiltk we have to enabk: women to fed that they can attain that balance 

, between work and tamily that is SQ diffibutt in aU socledes, which many of us haw worked on for many year" 
·.. and support young women so that tbey ife.el comfortable making these choices . 

. QUBSTION: Thp.l'f':·~ B lot of vioJenr.e 'on TV in America, which aku inilueDC.e$ oW' cultures. What can you 

.. do to stop it? I .' 
MRS. CUNTON: Well, I agree with that. I deplore the vioJcnoe that is depiClcd on American television. and 
in American movie&, and we: - my hU$~and and the Vic;e..President and Mrs. Gore and I -- have worked very 
hard ovor the last several years within Ithe system that we have, which i& a DOt only 8. free and open-market 
place of ideas. but with OUf first amendment to tho Constitution. we have very bJ:oad protections for anything 

· that is ch8:cactcrizod M spoech, which ~OSl television plograma and moviGB aI~ And yo" may ha"" heard that 
jUllt two ~ks 1180, oUt' Utlited States Supreme Court struck dO\VI1 • law that the Congrea& bad passed and the 
President had signed, trying to limit ptinaognphy on the Internet in the United States. So they take a very 
broad view of what is protcacd under 61.U' COD$tirutlon. So. within a limit. WD haw tried to do sovoral thlags. 

.. The President has advoc.ated that a c!.omputer chip be built illto new telM'isiou $0 tbar pro8"amt can be 
blocked out by p~CDt& exc:f~iDS a~thorlty over their tellMlsioll 5Ct, ISO thal the television set can be 
programmed in such a WAy that Cl'.rtaiJ statioD$ and prQgram& cannot be seen. So, th.t will work f~ YOU!lger 
children, but then we mow oldor ehildren will spend. their tiwe figurixlg out bow to break the system. but at 

. least, you know, for a few years paten* will have the illusioll of eontrol over tbt.ir c::bi1drea asain, and eYeD. an 
illusion in those cirelllD$fl'ln(:i".$ Us. MmfOtrlng to sOIDe oxteD.t. And we've also worked \I\PI.th the television to 
CJ'eate labels for television programs, ~ th.at parenu ean make better decisions $bout what \hl.l)' permit their 
children to watch. And finall),. we b~ve encouraged tbe entertainment mdUltry to create differel1t kinds of 

. programs. Now, I think ha:ving said/ all that, I am Dot bopeful about being able to limit the violence on 
A=eticaA television or in Ameri.c.an movies. We have too mUch freedom that i5 gNen for good reason to be 
able to pre\ICnt that. And it sells, unlbrtlJuatl"!ly. People watch it. It'a like dri'lliq by an automobile aecldent. 
You know you shouldn't, but you SIOW/dOWl1 and you loole; Md are interested and stimulated by l\ueh progt'DlJlS. 
So we ate doing what we can from the gOYetnmentallevet I.Il my book "'It Takes A Village,· I urged p~18 
and other citizens to boycott certain P~Ogrl!.am, not Lo buy the productl that are advertised on programs, to use 
eitiv::n action to mak~ a statemont abbut what progrlWl.$ $ho11ld Or ,hQuld Ilot be: Ii~ Qq O\lf tclGvlsioD. But 
I think that mtmy of you in countriesIwith differ~Dt legal systems wiJI haw to be working very bard to try to 

• create a situation in whIch you are Dot flooded by tb~ m~t violent t~vision progrlJDSDi.Dg from our culture, 
llIid I a:mtinue to try in [be United S~ates both to limit it and to get oitizeos and especially parenta to exercise 

. : more authority with chilrJrea and to th to limit tbe e.ff'c:ct of it. I think it is one of Otlr II10st serious problems 
. .. becaU5C it i.s part of the conflict tlkt is developing between "are we aearing in our society cltizellS or 

con&umcrs,· and it is a vcty dIfficult broblem. . 

CLINTON UB~RYPHOTOCOPY 
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QOESTION! Speaking of your book, I likcx! YOUt' book about raisiDg dilldren. Do you llgrCC that WOOlen 

should CDl~ our ee.ntnl role in tlie tal!lily eYeD. a.A ~ ad\Iocate our rigbb7 

MRS. a.JNTON: I do, because I lUll I~ COtl\ftI.itted to famUy and to m.y partlc:ulu o~Uaat1ona as witedel 
mother. but 1 don't think r:very WOtn81l h.. to beeom.e a wife aad a mother. U \W arc taJkina about democracy, 
It is very important to malco cJeaJ' that /womCD $hould ha~ a range of cltoices.. There arc WOIneIl who wish to 
be full-time mothers IWd commit theJasdvcs 10 tbat taak. That should be a respected choice. There are 
women who do ··uOl eboo:se to marry! or if they many, do not clioe to have chUdren. That should be a 
respected choiee. So. the vast Dlajori,ty ot women in our countries wiD try to do both. as 1 have and as l'I1O" 

of you have, to have a family and to haw work: that 18 important and. Meaningful to mo. That balancing atl: 
that wett. ell eagaged in tJU1St also be!rospected .and more: supporlmust be: ,givcn to women who are attempting 
to do !:hat. But dlo larBer point 1 would mako beyond iu.d.J:yi.d\,1al women's choices aad bcl.Dg respected for theso 
chok:ca. as that whether or not We nu1tc aa:y of thes.c choices, e\fel')' one of us bas an Obligatioll to do what we 
can to JnAke sure our cbil<kcA. arc JeD raised, and thlt ow: chUdrca have. the health care, the cduc:atioa, the 
safety. &tabWty. IUId all tile c.miditioJ that will e.nab~ them to grow to their 0'WIl potolltiaL So, vihethtt or not 
a pe.taOft is a parent. or however m~ dUldreu a pcr50n _ c;wty ope of us will be. affected in the quality 
of out lite by how our cbl1drCD aud the next pncration 8r$ treated.. So, I think that gocB beyond th~ individual 
choice, aDd wpmg the importaJU;lc of raising cbild~ central to our political and eeonomic and soclal 
t".OIISideration i5 not jWlt 8 family'a tespolWoillty. it is the onole loc.icty'S reaponslbility. . 

. AMB. HUNT: Before I ask you J last question nd ask you to clo$c your r01llllrks with that question, I waot . 
to thank you pel'$ooaUy for co~ and I want to tell you tbat this C"..onfercnct:. which baa been hugely 
successful. would not ~ bappenM wir:hout IOIU very perou. belp from orgaui:ratiou like Bank Austria, 
A'U$triaa Air1i.nea which flew abouf 160 people here. Nestle COrporation. the US. Government. the Europeaa 
UniOll, the Soros FonndatioA, and/ a host of oUters. Aad. I know that you are as lmprcsacd 88 1 am with their 
geuCtosity, too. If you coUld just say two scntetlees Ilhout the key question of tlUs coamreuce: Wl:w can 
.Americans leam from. our exporUince (IS Eastern and Cenual Europeans? What can Ametieam tOIU'1l from 

CtmIral and Eas«erD. BuropeaI1i? I 

MRS. CLINTON. 'l'hauk 1011, Wb~r asked that question. Bec&.l1$e I think there is a great deal that 
AmcriQlD.1J can Jearn from YOW"~. I think. fU'5t, that it takea courage aPd perseveran.ce to both win 
Imd keep a democracy, that the tfuudiag of a democracy 15 an ongoing challenge ud stnJggie, and. that WIt caD 

DtJ\'8l' take it fOr &t'8Ilted. And that DlDY of you in thi& room and ill tho colll1uies from whieh you come, have 
a much clearer idea of tho iJll~-.ncc of the values that underHe democracy than runy people in my c:ouotry 
do today. BecaftS6 we have ~y people who ha~ sotteu VC'lYClOmp1acent ill tho 'Ua1ted States. Tbey don't 
take the trouble to. vote. They/ don't ~:end the fr~oma that we have fought fort .aDd people ill ~OUI 
8fIIlCI'ationa haw died for. $0, maybe it IS a good thicg tbat is society gets to the pomt of the United States 
aDd many of m(; Enropean co~ whero freedom is 50 blgabled in tbe fabric of'lile that "NO don't haw to 
worry about it 01' fight OWl' it \my more. I think there's always a. danger when people become colllpJaceut. 

I ' .
because there·! alwaY' ,he risk that demaSOlUOI aDd authorkariau.s 'Will tJlsert tbCllllClva lIDO ioflUCIlC4t the 
JDincb of people ud take mJ the paUocal nUd eccmomie strUctures again. So tlW is ODe important thing. 
The second point I would make is this &trusale !:hal 1 refcmxl to Mr'lier, 1n the MW global ec;;onomy, in the . 
Information AI!P i.n wbieb we fe UWlg. how do we live at human bridgt.? How dp we ensure that we are able 
to dcel with tho enormous nuDWu of daaiees that we haw? Maay of you came &0Dl countrlea whore under 
CtJmmulllSat, you bad no choices.. Now in 1ftlID)' coulltrios we ba\'$ 10 many cboicoa that people, arc often 
be,wildcted about what is th~ ~ choke that they should be mllldDg. How do 'We create the right COllditions, 
the balance betweell g~eGt and the marketplace, a balance of power that will create j0b3 and lood 
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[he eau.s.e of demaeraey in their c:ountriC$. ,:\,e come at a. poiDt in nate wbel1 the arcbitc:cturo'Qf revolution is 
DOBl'ly complete In Eu"opo. The old order ~ bciDg replaced by dOll1OQ'atio lnutituticma and opCD. mad:nh, of 
m preA. tUucdoning parliameDts. politlcal pardO&. Basic rfahts of assembly and association are bcco:mma 
facts of" life. La6t month Russia joined thel eommonity of creditor uatJoas. This \\leek tho Czech RepubUc. 
Hungary UJd roland ,"re invited [0 join NATO. and at tho time the anoouncemcnt was made, it'Wall clear 

, I 

that those wece (~ tir6t invitations, Dot tbelast lnvitatioll8. T()day my buabaud is in Poland .qd ROOl&m. to 
reitena[e America", support fot dem.oc.-ac;:y'~ prosress. ADd I tbIDk 11 II also slgailicaac that )'Ou are gathered 
ben in Vienna to reoopizo both tho, cruc¥ 1010 that WOJDea haw played and will play in conWluius that 
demoaatic progJ'CIoS. But also in talking and working togetber to devise $trategies and leam from one another 
about bow we caD connDue to overcome thb obstacles that 5tiU lio ahead. It is dear. [ think.. to all of WI, to 
someone Uke me who (:OmC$ from a dem~.ey that bas been working l.lt pcrfeetios it$ union for JIIOfe than 

I ' 
220 years, and to those of you who tOme from much newer democracies, that democracy Is wry hard work. 
You canDoe Dip a switch ~ expcet to ha,.lo a democ:rac:y 35 we dream of. In my own OOllDtry ~ smagglc 
every year with the chaUenges' that are ~ to democracy. We bave to work very hard to make sure aU of 
OUl' people arc given the opportuQl1y to participato futty in the lifo at OUl' ru,mOCl'aCY. Wo meet DOW challonges 
evert day. So the work of democraey is n~ver finished and aU of us who are here today are committed to 
codtiDuirag that work, no maller what !:he obstaclC5 we face. Because even though you may havc Il free press 
or a functioning parliamcmt. OWl! tho. ~u may hll\"e e1cetionathat aM fair and aro repeated auc:c:eufuUy, 
democracy depeads 011 more tban that. It dcpcnda OD more thBll justa written coDstitution. It depends upon 
more than even economic progreu. Demob-acy depeads ultimately on whether democratic values are rooted 
in the hcarta of men and WOOleD. Whetherl aU citlzeDS believe that all people tu'D 6ft1ided. to bo accorded. the 
respect to which L'!acb of us as human beings $Muld be able to dcmaad. As a Croadaa writer once said, "for 
everyday, lifo revolWoQ c::oD&ists much morc of the 5lUall t'biap. of Sollnds, of Joob ud image&.~ So (WC1l 

tboup we may look aDd see the iutitv.tiolas of demoeracy fnncdoning. even though we may aee the _. 
I

reflected of our open DW'keti ad the 'PtOIrl'e&S we are maklag ecGnom1cally, we atW. IIl.d we alwa,ys will have 
work to do, to' m&kc S\U'O what Alexia do ~ocqvovi1lc called 'he. habits of t~ beart" that ~1ly U'O at tho 
center of • d&nocr~tic in&titution or a democratic eountry are tultivated and passed on from geaeratlon to 

, perarloD. I ' 
, If we look at whore we are in the world today. we soe that one of the sounds that is most important to enaurin, 
~t democracies take rOot is the sound ofl WOlDen's voieos, thole -nral volcea that wo celebrate bere. On my 
visits to Central and Patera Europe, 1 bave heard the sounds of thoso voi.cee. I haw heard women. from IDB.D.Y 
COUDtrie$ articulating their dreama for th_1 world u.d their li~ ~er comm11Dis:dJ.. Despito the differences 
~ them. everyone seemed to ePMk ~ $8mO mother tongue - the Ja.asuase of froedom aad hope. I 
beard women's voiczs in Estonia when I .,.wted II. cliaic that Is ~ first ill that county to offer a broad rango 
of health snees for women. I heud therh in R.omanla when 1 met with teachers who arc dovcJoplng a now 
pedagogy tbat emphasizea oivic, participati+ and domoeraUe values. t heard them III U'kraine when I met with 
nurse& who had just Slatted their own professlonal orgaaiutioo. I heatd them in HUIlIIJ:Y when I Wited a 
comer that js helping tho minority Roma Icommunity ovctCOD1C barric:a to edu~tion, emploJmont and full 
participation in HllDprian society. I be8td them. in the Czech Republic when J met with leaden of nOn.. 
govcrmnOlltal organlzadOJ16 who are involvcld lu. Joc;;W. prQjeQ5 to protect the tights of children 8Dd to 5iJfcguiU'd 
the. onvirollD'lcnt. I heard them in Belarm: when J. spoke with women health. protwlonAlt. IltmggUng to bring 
quality health care to the critically ill children of Cbernobyl. I heard them in Ru.saia when I talked over tho 
radio with IJ.atenCl'li tbrooghC?ut the COUD~ on II womeu-owDcd radio station. I helrd the voices of women 
uldna ·what do we do now? We are educated; how do we use that education to be part of democracy?- And 
I bl".ard [hem in Poland when I sat around II table with women represetJtiDs dlft'cmnt pOlitical points of view . 
and participatCKi in One of th~ mOlt impoitent of demOcratic: act$, disagreeine with OIle Mother respectfully, 
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as 'We debated the isiues that were ilDp~anl to us. And I heard womeD'S Yital vO~ in Bosnia where I was 
lold by • ccach" how .sbe kept trying t() kcep het arudcau IOllrninS despite. a horrific war. How 1 was told by 
bMltA professionals the strugglea that th~y fac:cd treating the wountkd aod bow they were all committed to 
rebuUdiDa tbelt llves. You brinS these voices hCl"e, lh~ voices that I have heard, and now ~ mlJlt determine 
what we do with those voic:el. I . 
Do we merely use our -voico for 0\11' own peraoJ'lal advutaae? Do we take our edUcaboDl, do we take wbatow.r 
fortunate advauce! we have been given at; this poim in history, and only work for ourselves? 'I'hat is II perfectly 
logltlmate choic:c. To be a successful poJliticiatl, to have power for oneself, to be a la~r or a Juc:l&c. to be a 
business loader, to have CClOo.omio gain fot onesclC in a democracy -- that is our c:boice. Bull hope that tho 
vital voices represented he.m will do soJetlUDi el$e as weU. To use our exp::ricncc., our vok:ea, to ISpeak on 
behalf of aU people, to give voice; to the i>ictless. Bec:ausc we know VcrJ weB in my OOUftty and in cac:b c:ounty 
represented here that there are JD.aDY wo~en who do Mt have the education we have. Therc IrC IDIDJ women 
who are held down by cullural and hist~cal traditiollSt prowntc:d from cxc.rd$i.ug the clJ.oiCC5 they might want 
to Jrlake. We know there ue poor people who ean oll1y dreant of coming to Vienna ot dttifts ill a hotell'OODl 
looking down at Manhattan. And we khow, or we should mow. that we ignore the Deeds of all Our people 
at OUI ~ (bat part of the great cbalJe6go we face in our democracies is to be sure;. we;: creace conditiODS (01' 

aU mea and WOmen to D'lake the cboika that are right for their Bves. A12.d. wolDen particu1arly have an 
oppOrtunity at this point in history to e.w;press that commitment of conscience, to make clear that, yea, we want 
to be successful on our owo. we want to/be hdd accountable and responsible fot the choices we make booaua8 
we want to be seeD as full human be~. But that ta not aU we want, we do want to help craate societies and 
a world where the oppottuDitles for all bhildrcn, young boys and young girls. are available to thom in WAYS WIlt 

. . I . 

could not hCl~ even dreamed a few yean; 1180. 


\Vhca we met, lllany of us la this 100m, II~og(.thcr in B~jb1& we came to declare in olear aDd unequivocal term.s 
that woman's voices must be heard. aad we offered a cleat' proposition that a aadO~1 progrelll depends on the 
progteSS of worneD, that the strength of .poUdcalsystem depends Oft the inr;lQliOD of women. Thill tho vibrancy 
of an oconowy ciependa on tho full cootnbution of wos:neD. That the zkhne4S of civil society depends 011 the 
partic:ip"tion of women.. Tbar humtUl #shu. ate women's rights. ad wome4's rights are human rigbts. And 
I h1We bct.I1 asked what did I rnC81l wbbn l Sald that. And I have always been ~·thar 1 would be asked 
suc'b a queetiaa. I W8A on a Voice of America call·in prQpam ODO day. and 1 received a caU from Iran, Mel 

the speaker OD the othu ¢bd. a maD, 5~d that be had heard .that I said thaL What could 1 bave meant? And 
I said, "Well. I m.cant what I said and if;,ou will just shut YOUt cyea and imagine the rights that II1CIl have, those 
are the tJsbts women should have III Well.- ADd the rCssOli we want those rigbta is llO1 merely to makc a 
statement., DOt to be part of a political :movement. but beca~ we; want our dignity to be rOll~cd as human 
~ &\Dd we wam to hopert of buil~n8 a democ:ratic world_ 

. I . 
We ba~ IliCeD eba:asc:s 6iD~ BcijiDg. Here in Central and .Eastern B\U'opc. wo havo seen in Alba.nla the birth 
of a parliamentary <=aU¢U4 devoted. Jol~ly to issues affediDI women. In Bulgaria. anon-govemment.al 
orgaDizatioD 16 ltacbiDg judge6 and la~ers lind citizen Jurors about the lepl rights of women. In UkrWne:, 
there baa heed. a new J0vc;ru.mont ~try devoted to W01llea.'. a.£&irs. In Uthuani., new same. are 'being 
given to suPpOrt the, Deeds of elderlY/ WOmtm. In Polaftd, we have. ~n creatcdone of the largest micro­
onterprise networks in the world, a new ag~Dcy $ponsorcd by the Polish and Ametican go~m.m.eftt6 and tbe 
World Bank wbose 80la :miuiolll is to tbeh WOtrU!d importaDt new jobskiJIs and to help them fmd well-paying 

jobs. I 
And yet. despite the progrC$$. since the faU or the BerliD Wall. since the conference in Beijing. WI:! have a lot 
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of work to do. Because tho ttanaitioD. from eommWLiBm to free _tees ad democrac:y has created DOW 

obstacles to women's realization lof their Ood-gi,lIC1l poreotiaL We have seeu DeIW Ske&SClll and aacrificca 
imp~ Oft women. Throughout ¢be regiM, cub! in peuioD.. and ~dClU"ea kiD.dergartea.a and health f!8l'8 has 
:meant that women are shoulder~g a double burden that was heavy enough to begin with. The opprcaiYC 
structures of oommuw.m may have been tom down. but the new Itruc::t1&tCl and &taI1datds n~ to advocate 
!or 'W'01DCn'a rights IWd to prored WOUl8a from expIokal:lon are not yet fully constnactod.. Tho hard wo[k of 
building these polltlcal" legal, aDd; economic stau.darda and structures must include women. aDd it is what you 
ha\'a beell speaJdoa about here. 'fhat is why this coa&r=ce com.. at such all importaDt time. for it is enabling 
us to share practical ideas and mbtbods to ad\llU1ce the prc&ebCC of 'WODl8D. I.a. tho poUtlcal, legal and b1.lsi.net.s 
sphere.\.' E.1cdlangiDg idC85 and ~tntcsies cEmblea 11$ to team froPl. one aaother and take rhese ideas bome. 
But that is too rare in our 0'WIl Jorld. When I am prMIeged to trawl as I do. I always meet with groups of 
women for lAformal dls.cos.dollR.. 'Whether I am Ia llpgiadeah. 1l0llWlLe, Polaad., Nicaragua or CbUo, I find 
that women have much JDore in <:01DDlOIl than might appear on the swface. And yet I also find that evea in. 
those cities where I am meetiPilwith wemeD who represenl: the academia or the profeasiou or buslDcaa or· 
polities, they oneil do Dot speak to one another. nto711OJD.climca dOftot C\IOIl know one: acother. 1118), arc 
l5utprisod to loarn what the womac down. the street is doing to auist them in their 'IIIOtk. We. cannoC buDd 
strona civil societies without workmg together and creatial usocIadons that enable us to make propc.s Oft tho 
issues we care about. That is why thia conference hu the potential fOf creadag new utwor," and I.5toclations 
of support, within c:auutrics jllld betWeeo CQulltrics. 

The United Stales govcrnrnc:nt. largely through tho Apoay for laterDatioasU Development. will continue to 
support III broad radge of ptogratdS that proYide gl'1Ilts, trainin& and tedmlca1 ISItmmco to cWzem to 
sttengthen democracy at the grUa root&. We W8Jlt to ~ pm of buildius doOlocraO)'. and. we especially want 
to bo part of cua.bliDa WOJDCD. to porlicipate In tW prooeu. Today we build on the commitment we have 
made, II. eommittnertt: to JQeaI sr;OUpi that are workiDc to protect 'the c»:vironmCDt, or improw health ~ 
or spark economic deve1opment., teachiD, children buie democratic valoea. Workins to create that area 
between tbe market aDd tho ~emmel\t which is croQ.al to the contiDuatioo and progress of democracy. We 
call that "civil society." And it is only cMJ. society that CIA inculcate tho valUC8 of domooraey, th05C habits of 
the heart. It is only through ciur fa.aW.iQ, our re1igioua orsanizatJoas. our associatiOns at the civic and the 
neighborhood level, our trade ~nions. OW' other sroups where we come toaether' voluntarily joiniDg in forums 
to create better oppor:tUniliels that we will really ~ democracy. The market place can do letter than any 
otber in$titlltion tho work of cre'atiDB wealth. But the mlU'er plac:c, whloh knows tho price of e~ bows 
the VBlue of nothing. nat is neSt tho l'DUJcet place's Job. The goveromeu[ bas to prcscrve ordet. hu to provide 
tbe basic scnices. but It C8JUlbt reach the heart. It c:an atir the omotioDl. It cu. as we all know, cnato 

• I
demagoguery, but it CltlllOt m ~ very smallr;acted places of the hean do tho work that can oaly be doae 
voluntarily throup tho civil $OClety. And 50 the United States Agonc;y for IPteraatlo-* Developmont bows 
tbat. and thilt i.a why so much of ita work has been atmed at tbk middle,. this important part of fJI1UY 
dem.ocratic society_ And todaYI I haw the honor of announcing tb.at me United Statn will commit tbr=e mDUon 
dollars OeJlt year to projects tnat will directly aupport the objeetives of this conference. These funds, which 
are eDtirely new funds, WiD bb reserved solely for efforts thal heJp womea enter and ascend tho rcalma of 
politics. law and buamess.. Mdreovcr. We will eoodnuc to see to it that women have. fun aad complete aeeeu 
'to [be entice l'anse oE democr~ey and bucme.u programs that we support. . Ti1e4e efforts will suppIc:meot tho 
work of this coafcrence and tflo work that )'Ou do everyday. We know what tho symptoms of inequality IUlCl 
oppression look like in reAl life. WG sec them whca women arc boaten or sold or deated credit or :refused A 
job because of gender ot ~ed over tor promotioos or troatod with di.v~pect and not Jif,tened to. Bot 'WO 

have: to do wbat we can to al1bviatc those $)'Stems.. those s.ymptoms of injU4tice. ADd yet we caDllOt lose dahl: 
of their root C8USO - diste8~et for women's spiri.t 8& human beinp and citizen&. 
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Here is VIenna In l.993. leaders from around the world garoered to (;raft the:. Uaited Nations DoclaralioD 011 

the EJIOtioarjQn of Vio1oDco AgaiDst Womeu. ThJs is what thoy called tor. tb~ UPivusaI application to women 
of the rights aM principles with regbi to equaUiy. securitY. Uberty, integriry and dipity of all bumaa pct1OJU. 

That woid dignity is esseudaUy thei premise on whk:h Ola&' dcmo<:ratic offotU in our respective countries will 
stand or fall. IE is timo for us as. a sloba' COllUllunity to undl:VlSbwd OQC:O ud for an. we have IUD oat of 
exeQu, Here we are at the Dd or the twentieth century, at the beart of & contmCAt that has been sc:orebed 
by wet time and time agaiD.., If thellUatory of this cOntmy teacl1es us anything. it is that wheacver (be dlgraity 
of any g;roup is compromised by a iduogatiOft of who they are, of some cssontial attributo that they poue&a, 
thOIl we leave oursel'VCI open to having our own dignity qucltionod. Where· we do not rcspcet the dignity of 
others, we do not m.ke tbe. dignity br any of us safe from att8ck..Il thi& century has a leuon that is rede~Ddng, 
it is that by extetldJog tke c:ir~ ofi c:iti:zx::nsbip and hWlWl dignity to lpeblde everyone without c.x~ption, we 
haw the hope that can como to those of \15 wbo believe that by worldng together we caD create a better life 
for ourselves and our childru. U F take seriously what you are taUdDg about h~ro Itt this cuworcuC';, and . 
you go home ~d bring tb~ IIlCQago of excitemcat IUl.d solidarity that you haw achieved here, you will Dot 
change anyrhi:Ds cwemis,hL But yoUr voite and your work. added to th6.irlexorable. ineremcmwsteps tbat ate 
nCCC'4SB.ry for change in a democra~ will crc:ate the condi.tions for clumgc.. AIld then we will have a glimpse 
of seeing what a Dcwuoom and a cbUftroom 'WiIllook like with women fuDy participating. What the corporate· 
board room and the poUtical backi room will consist of when wotnell take their rightful placos. We will BOO 

more clearly what caD bappon in the home when women arc giyen the. ..pcct and dignity tbey desel'\le. 

I am very much in awe. of tho s~ of Ulan} of you. I can only imagine the s'renetJ1 that it took to have dODO 
what you have dono il'J. thia audiC!O.cb. to joia Chartor 77. to march for SOlidarity, to expoao human rights ab'lt$e&, 
to make freedom's voice carry ~ the beack of those who would silence you. I tbiftk of all this., and I ask 
=yself bow you kepr your focus tJJough thoSe ~ 01 totalltarilD opprcs&ion on .twas lXI(')U important in 
tho human heart. Pezhapa the ~ lies in a speech that was given in Au.stria seven years ago. just after the 
fall of c:ommumsm. Part of it ~ as lollows: 

-Many of us who in recent years sJove to speak the truth in spite of everything. were able to maintain DU iuner 
perapectivt.. a wi.llit1gness to cnduie. a SCDJO of proportioo. an ability to undorstaQd aad forgivo otbon aDd a 
1iabt heart, only beoauve ~ woro ~pcaking the truth, otherwise we might have perished from despair! ' 

Many of you wU1 recosmzc the lords of President Hawl, talkiDl about the totalitariaD lies that recemly 
prevailed in chis part of the world kid of the beroic individuals Uke 80 many of you who stn1ggl.~ .q:ainst them. 
Those words are jut as lrUe todai. eWJl though the burdc:l1S and obatadeli are nowhere near what opprc:uedEw. for $0 many)'e8l'll. But wei know that it takes strength to keep yow: voice heard. Wo bow that it takes 
CO'Ul'ase to sl:aJ1d up for those without voices.. AU of you who tore down communjsm did .$0 because ·you 
bclicvCd in dcmoc:raey DUd froedo,h and the hUlll8Il hcaft and &piriL Now you fight for 'Wo~n'& rights boc:auae 
you b6liave in the $8ltl8 valUe&. IOno bllTier is. rubble. the other is Cl'\UUbIing. With the. Atrength of our 
commitmerl.t and the power of our voice, that barrierj too, will IUl'cly fall If we keep falth with tboso values 
that broapt yo~ to this do,.. if wb work with OGO a~, it Wfj eliabl. aU of the W)\oe& af me and womea 
who belit.:\e in. freedom and hopelto be beard,. thea tho dreaw that brought US here will be rcali%.cd and we 
wiI1.be able (0 look back at this cohl'ercncc and &I1y to ourselves "Women's 'Yital voic.cs playGd. role in crwing 
the kiDd ofworld I am proud to ~ my own." Tbank you very much. . . 

. a ....i...... Aa_ S...... 1; tho !"or.. i.dy>. Speeeh at lb. V." Vole.. Coal....... July 11. 199? 
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incomes and ~nouUc OPPOrtuzrities, W, will also provide aupport for people ~ a ~ safety a(lt ...Ad will 
, 'creat~ an en\lironmem in whiclJthe m"'~1aee does not dfltenPine ~ So, as you ate strutaPlDa to 
, make those ch,oiec&. we in the United sti. wiD be watcbiDg)'Oll aud &upportiDg you. aDd together I Lope tbat 
we will ~ into tb~ twenty-tint cent\by: with a .uch ~~diq of aM commibril.!:'ftt'to those billie 

, ,~ wtluCi that we baw worked on for so many years, bmtbac )'Ou now hold as a -crust tor lbe RISt of 
IlA. Bt'.c:lnse. how you deal with demo~aWI> D4w'ohal1~ will affect tba UDited States lAd the efttire world. .. . ',: 

(Bnd transc:npl) 


