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 THE WHITE HOUSE
' office of the Press Secretary ..

N -4 . " : N
“*"‘,', c.," RN L

;wﬁ fh REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY

: MRS.
for that very nxce introductlon, but more.than that, for your 1eadershxp. Mrs.

CLINTON' Thank you“very mucha“-Thank you so.much, Kay Graham)'vfl'u

Graham has been very much involved in working to improve education in the Dlstrzct o

».~and. in supportxng education reForm efforts. And for that I am very grateful

|-
; I want to thank Ted Lutz (phonet;c) and Virginia Rodrxguez N
(phonetlc), who have organized this ‘institute.and have given me.‘'a chance to’ come

- 'and falk: with you. They asked me to come and ‘talk and then to have some time for
5questions, and .1'd like to.. slﬂghtly revisge® “the program*--"l will talk, but I'd

Fike tO\have%more*time for questions -and'-for conversation with all of ‘you,. because

vI m" partxcularly interested. 1n hearingiyour perspactxves about what makes, your

“‘schools work; what:could be done to makenthe systems, of which your- schools are a

.. part, wvork: better, ‘whati'could [be doné from. the national, state and local level to.
’merove the~clxmate for'teaching -and - learning in your: schools; and to hear '

anythlng else" that ‘might  be: on your: mxnds rthat I could convey back to . the

) President or that -would be useful. to the general national conversation thatgwe re

¥

' trylng to stlmulate about eduéation.;;v”:,, ;o ' zr“'~ %V.’ﬂ‘pe;,ﬂm~'

v";r.u\r’ ! . g

R As Mrs. Graham said, the President has had a long standxng QA

' commltmentito education,. wh;ch goes baok really I. suppose ‘to .his time as a student"

in the publxc schools of his state --"but more partxcularly to his tlme and"

fservice as the Governor of Arkansas.q And in 1983 he made a partlcular commztment
to try to improve ‘the schools|of that state and asked me to work with h;m, which I
. was very privlleged ‘and excited to- do. i1t gave me an opportunlty to. see firsthand
. what T hadn't seen. for many years, because I had not been in a lot of publlc

schools since my own public séhool career ended. And so I was able to go in and
visit with lots of prxncxpalsfand admznistrators and teachers and students and.
parents, and then became ‘involved on. a natlonal level wmth a number  of reform
efforts that were attempting to try to translate inte pollcy and action what we

‘fhad heard from many people llke yourselves who -were: veterans,of the’publxc[school.
system and committed to the students that are in your care;

n devoted to trylng

to lmprove what went on in. OUF schools.
e oo ﬁs- R S R SRR

When the President became Preszdent he began‘to try, to;transiate

that commltment to the’ natxon%l level,; and ‘during the first. term a- number of steps7\

‘were taken to try to increase the capacity of our natlon tov reepond to the

educatlonal needs of our students today -— efforts such as settlng Goals 2000,.“>Mﬁ

v o

MORE



http:asked.me
http:natip.nalRonver~~~.i9
http:introductl.0p

L
j\‘ah.;::e L

yem g rf;@c« ]




‘them instead of the algebra that»mlght‘

‘;held to. high standards, because those of you who! are leading in the education.
"field should’ warit’ the" ‘entire profession ‘to be held to a’ standard. “And that®
. of the strongest. arguments that T thinﬁ

"‘apprec;atlon and enhance the prestige of teaching. 1It's ‘the first time we've ever}'* o
‘had a Teach’of ‘the Year employed in- .the: Department of- Educatlon .as -a liaison to e

fdifferent it is today ‘than it was ‘when’ many of us were-in"school. I think back Lo
the times of my: schooling years, “before' remote controls were: readlly available:to:" -
. toddlers, . and T" can- gee “the dlﬁference when I ‘go: into classrooms today in terms of&j -
how kids have been ralsed, what the;r expectatzons are, what the cultural messagesvr"
"are _about authorlty -= all of that Lnfluences what happens in, the classroom .and,

- deal thh those changed circumftances‘:
w’by the end:of the 3rd grade. ‘We've! actually made progress

x;years on reading.f I don"t know. 1if ydu saw the resultsiof: :
the international study -- ‘but] there was good news and. bad news;“~The .good “news. is .-

P

“teachers' awareness ‘and. improve’ teachers' capacxty to prov;de what*we=as a natzonm
expect thelr students'to be learnrng : - :

oo “’so“the” argomenﬁ“i&rﬁnatlonalﬁstaﬁdards wzth natlonal tests isg’ oneg.
that I hope we will engage in and that: ‘eventually the Presldent s ‘goal of seeing .
the entire country committed will come to pass.. Right now a number of states have

,commxtted, some local -very. large school districts have committéd; but there are .

stzll people who 'say 'that what| students -learn should be a matter' of. state and .

local ‘control. And there is a lot of ‘roém for curricular. ‘changes within sett;ng

the étahdards. .But I learned flrsthand as I traveled: throughout districts in.. B
Arkansas’ and now throughout Amerxca, that some.. people ‘hide behlnd local control so
they‘re not’ held accountable.; I never understood how algebra could be dlfferent N
in thtle Rock, 'Arkansas than’ it was ‘in  El Dorado, *Arkansas. == but-I- was always o
belngﬁassured that,. you ‘know, our kKids are going to learn the algebra we teach ] .
actually help them when they went to higher,. S

»

education. ', S

: 'So I+ think that‘thi ithe klnd of challenge that the education
profe551on should embrface. We|should want to see our educators clamoring to be

conerr

we should be maklng for natlonalv-;

)

standards.~;“';.~ S S

\.\A'
P

Secondly, this. President and certalnly the Secretary of Education,;

w

",chk ‘Riley, have" tried . very hard to emphasize the lmportance of havxng a talented -

and dedicated teacher in every classroom. That means we have to look harder -at
teacher preparation.. That means we ‘need to do more on teacher in-service - :
training. We need to- educatio . eﬁﬁ'bllc“about why lt s%important%that teachers\g
have opportunitles such as” youﬁ"'" 3 1

. ;~':.' rf

Secretary Rlley haswworked very- hard‘to ncreasevtheﬂnatlonal I

teachers 'and as' someone ‘who would" speak on behalf of: the teachers.‘ And we have to.
do more to make-it clear to the’ public ‘what it is that teachers do.and’ how

fail
in"a sense; requires even more ded;catlon and talent from teachers to ‘be able to -
SR S «j W M{ 14 -

' ¢~;Q1” .v‘1 Vo --«n z.nkul"”gi}-:"’a

;‘*TIMSS study,

L 3
that our 4th graders are readlng better. So the emphasxs that we' ve placed on ﬁ,y”"
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reading for the last  nimber of years ls‘reallp bearlng fruit. And I thxnk that

‘more teachers are feeling more| comfortable using different methods to teach

readxng - they re not féeling! they have to be locked lnto a certain method.
g“?h&;'&aw&; “"{ ‘&C‘ - ff?‘?"i%& R 3&'!}:’ 3l L ‘
The debate between whole ‘language and phonics is now, I hope, put

to rest and that what we try to do is-use phonics and whole language in whatever
©will work for kids and not be: locked into some ideological attitude about reading:

Lnstructzon, So that I'm seeing more and: more emphasxe being paid by teachers to-
putting together reading etrategies that will work for individual kids.. ‘I'm a big
fan of some of the programs that have been pioneered in the last couple. of yeare,.
such as ‘Reading Recovery, whzch I think has a really positive impact on how
teachers teach and how students learn.- And .in my work around the. country I've .
tried to encduragé more school|districts to look at how we ‘can really-enhance the

'capacity of teachers to deal wlth all dxfferent klnds of students who: bring very
‘ many problems into the classro?m. EREE -

duy Lt

4 " - - ' BAnd, as you kn%w, the ‘President is comm;tted to an Amerxca Reads
challenge, which we ‘are worklng ondaily to try to- enlmst a millien volunteers to
work, to- supplement what happens in your schools so that teachers can have some

"~ extra hands and eyes.and ears and shoulders for kids to feel that they have

somebody who ‘cares. about whethér or not*they learn to read.

'+

- Next, we want” to expand the awareness of the public. in early

chlldhocd learning and educatlon, and that includes expandxng Head Start. But it

doee more than that. Some of &ou may know, we had a conference at the White: House'
-~"that, again, the Washxngton!Post was very xnstrumental in helping us put on -=.

,‘”just two months ago, where we- Falked about the latest research about what we ‘know"
' happens’ in the first three’ years - ‘of a child's llfe in terms of brain development. t
‘And it was a very exciting conference’&because .we .not only laid -out the research

and had the acxentzets there, %ut we: talked about what 's- belng done to melement ‘
-,gi L . o , ‘»:'4!,

this research. =~ i o L e B

s Lok I RESTR

- The more we- can reach the parents of" the atudente in: your schools

to know what they should be dolng from: the moment ‘that’ Chlld ‘becomes !part -of the;rj;;ﬁf

famxly - to read to that Chlld, to sing to that'child, to talk to that. chxld-——.;,

" the better prepared thosge: students will be when they .come in: the doors of your .
" - schools. Still too . many parents ~-"particularly parents without much educatlon ﬁfy

'l:he:emselvee—-L don't know how ‘important it is:to do that:with- their own. children..
So I'm’ tryzng to work with a’ npmber of organ;zatlone around the country, to get
that messagé out to parents. And we’ ve. started a'national Prescription. For.
Reading program that we're’ workxng in doctof's offices and hospltals and public
health clinics, so that lzterally when a child comes in for a. vaccination they’'re
also prescribed readxng.- And I ve gotten a lot of books donated by publlshers and
they're give a book, ao that the parerits krow’ that this is part of. what they
should do -- not only to feed: the baby 8 'body and get the_chzhd* i i
read to’ the Chlld talk to ‘the ch;ld esxng to the chxld‘ ; y

H

R

’h' 6 y(well just very

And I've: had some.: parents who don R readﬂ

:"honestly say t6 me, Mrs.- Clxnthn, I-don't’ read very well,. -Ii -canit. read ‘to.'my baby..wh'.f
"And I hope thﬂs is not going t? be cons;dered heresy, ‘but -I've told ‘them just to -
~ hold the book!and make up the story and:‘turn:the pages. (Laughter S IR And I said,

" MORE
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look, your elght months old, your 16 month old is not going to know' the
difference. And then I've urged them to try to get :their GED and try to xmprove<
their own reading. I sazd, because by the time he's three then he's going to

remember everythlng you read to him and he's go;ng to want to repeat it word for

' werd. _So.you're going to® have o iWork both 'onR™ your memory and your reading.
(Laughter. ) Hold. that book and

st

‘in the meantime, just fake it until you make it.
turn thcse pages and poxnt ‘at thoee pictures: and just have a good time.

The next txme on the Presldent 8 agenda is to expand chorce and

_accountab;llty in public educatmon.

And this. is-a very meortant part of the

overall call to action. And we're beginnxng to see some real progress on this

front.. - The charter school movement is a major: part of thls.,

" ‘that teachere .and prxncxpals and parents and- community,leaders feel ‘that the:
‘public. schools ‘belong to them, not to the downtown. .bureaucracies; that they are

" part. of thé education. process.

really- turned around neighborheods - I'm thinkrng in. partlcular of one that I

visited in-the" San Fernando Valley of California, and I honestly belleve that thrs
school was made a charter echcol becauee the. local school district had given up on

Cit.

e e v T was-in a-terrible- nelghborhood.”
"link fence wrth barbed: wire. on ftop..,

-It was eurrounded by..a:chain
There were two crack houses. next door, to the

. school. It was ]uet on every measure: you can’ imagine a-declining and: very v

unfortunate place.for. ch;ldren to attend.;

‘It was turned into a charteér school.

- The principal and the. vice principal had.a mission to. turn this school: around,
'f;worklng with® the ‘teachers, makgng them - colleagues and workxng with. the. communzty
they have ‘done- just that in terms of attendance, academlc performance.. . But they
also, because of their willingness to really take the - -school” into the. community,
they've created partnershlpe,~ hey've gotten the police. department to ‘bulldoze the

crack houses.  They've. done a lot of thznge that mlght have taken years to get

, through the bureaucracy.

PN

“?u:;if Here‘zn D.C; I had an opportunzty to vrsxt some of the echools that

"are .in terrible need of repair.

‘diegrace*thatiljwoﬁld be visiting schools in the Distrzct of COIumbla +that :you had
 whole hallways;’rooms, stairwells blocked off . ‘because they were too dangerous for
'teachers and: students to walk up and down and-use.’
the ‘problems | ‘about ‘why ' that " has ‘occurred,’ 'but in talk;ng to the: prlncmpals and. the'

A

And I sald at the time I thought it 'was a .

" And I don't know:exactly all

teachers I° ve ‘been’ told that - they couldn't get any response from: anybody -~ they -~
would call and they maybe would get a.coat of fresh paint’ over peelxng plaster.
It didn't eolve the problem and w;thln a couple of morths of the ‘8chool year it
* .would once agaln ‘be ‘acute. And I think we have to do a better job of: holding our

public school systems more . accduntable.

and the President is committed to, 'is creating more charter schools: and . more

cho;oe thhxn ‘the publxc schooﬁ

‘We aleo have to make'eure and do ‘a better jcb of eneuring ‘that our
. Schools are eafe, drscxpllned and, drug free;: and’ that we use the publlc schools as’
; they were: tradxtlonally uged Ln our country -- to inet;ll bas;c Ame lcan values
_and to create out of our e plunibue society ~-= unum -- that ‘we' are all dxfferent,

system.uv

we all have" drfferent backgrounds, we. allwhave dlfferent sorte of.experiences..

.

 MORE

" But

We need to make sure

And I ‘have been in some charger schools that have

And one of the ways to do that, I believe

i -
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R " But that America is reallY.anv%dea, It's.not~anbracial, ethnic, religious
. © identity, it is an idea that transcends and envelopes our separate identities and

- the schools have to be able to

convey that. And one of the pieces of legislation

" 'passed in the President's first term gave schools more. authority over drug
activity outside therr boundarﬂes,*and also much’ more‘dlsciplxnary authority over
students who brought guns or other weapons to school. And we have to continue
that and we have to really bear down on that. : ' o

And we have to’

do more to separate out those students who don't

‘want to learn from those studeéts ‘who do. -When I was in Denver for the summit
‘that was recently held I went out and vzsited a program called Summer Brxdge,'

" which takes junior high school
either recommended by teachers
© into a summer program.of about

students ‘from the inner city of Denver who are

an 8 to 10 week .program using hlgh school students

- and college- students ‘as tutors. It's had. 'a terrific result 1n the areas where
it's run, It's been runnlng in Denver for three years, it's got some other sites”

around the country.

But in talkzng

£

to some of the junior hxgh schcol students who were’

p there, I asked.them what was so dlfferent about this experience -~ because the
kids have' to -commit. to. comlng for: three .years, not just for one summer.. And this

‘one  young. body' said,.well, you

. busy keeplng ‘everybody quiet. she- doesn't- have time to help me. That's a sad
commentary on what is too freqpent the. situation in.'a lot of our classrooms. And
.we’ have to do-a better job to reinstall: authority in the teachers and have '

prlnc;pals and superintendents

back up. teachers on disciplinary decisions. And we

: ‘have to'do a better job of" separating out either into alternative classrooms or
. ©. . alternative schools those students who are consistently d;.sruptive. . .

The President h

i b Vi

as also called for federal funds to' help modernizev

".school buzldxnga and help support school construction, because it isg not just 'in

““the District of Columbia where
them all over our country, but

we have schools literally falling down. We have
part;cularly in our older, inner cxties areas.

There are gchools that are very solid: bulldlngs, ‘that were built 60, 70 years ago.

“‘The ! average age of 'the publ;c

school ‘building in‘'Philadelphia,  for example, is

65.  There's: nothing wrong with ‘those ‘buildings that" some “concentrated repairs and
contlnuing maxntenance ‘wouldn' t fix. . But" nobody is paying: rattention to them. And
I've even been in schools where literally you-have classrooms closed off you can t

,Tf get in to, and then they have. trallers in the back. yard for: people to work in. I;’
mean, we are just not putting our prloritles in the. right place, L

SR

The President iL also commltted to making it poss;ble for every

young person who's willing to ‘work hard to.go on to college -- ‘and you ve heard a
lot about the Hope SCholarsth, abopt the President's deslre for tax relief, for .
parents to be able to send students to‘school. He believes thls 1s important for

-several reasons. Fxrst, as an

school, you will be able to go
‘of claim; it Wlll be backed up.
needs you to contlnue your educ

lncentlve, 80 you. can honestly look 1nto the eyes

~.of any of yousztudents and say, if you work Jhard and' you do what you should do in’

to college. It won' t be just a ple in’ the sky kind
"You can even go on to say because our country '
~at10n, to get more sk;lls.: .

or volunteer themselves, and take them .and put them ’

know, - eyerybodyrhere‘wants to. learn., ‘Another; young. .-
girl said, I -can-get-the. help from the teachers here.--at .school my: teacher is.so ..

¥
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Secondly, the cost of college is continuing to go up and there
needs to be some support financially for students from middle income and poorer
working. families. who otherwise might not be eligible for those scholarships.that
are available, but would be'ablevtoﬁgo onsto:college if given some assistance.
Alsc in the call to action is to help adults improve their education and skills by
. taking all of the federal programs that are aimed to help people who lose their
' jobs, get downsized out of a job,. or on unemployment take it all.and put it into
- one voucher.so that an individdal can get the skills and job training that they
need the a community college or a vo-tech school -= but to contxnue their
educatmon. : 1 : :

o c And then, finally, the Presxdent and the Vice President have worked
-very hard and. have: gotten a lot of private sector support for connecting every
classroom and library to the Internet by the year 2000. But then we.also have to
help to make sure every teacher is technologically literate because -- I have to

.7 .confess, ‘I am not: I don't th%nk I m unique among the pedple of my generation -
“' 'not.so much" younger people, but some younger people as-well. There are:a lot of

‘teachers who.don'ti feel - confxdent thh ‘the technology that is Btreamxng into the
"marketplace._ So.if we:don't train our teachere, then we're going to have ‘all of
these- classrooms: hooked. up and-we're:not going to have teachers: who themselves'
feel comfortable helplng thelr kids us - lt.» :

: SO we. have a big job' ahead of us, fzrst to try to get the hardware
and the goftware and everythxng in place;-but then:to make sure. as we: do that,
- that teachers- and students are, goxng to be able to use it effect;vely. .
, - - so those are tha broad areas that the administration is working on
to answer the President s ‘call to actlon for American education in the 21st
century.; There are many pieces of ‘this- and there are at least'a hundred subtopics
. under every one of the things that I mentxoned in terms of parental’ involvement
"and all. of’ the other aspects that go to make: etrong schools and effective

learning.. st S

‘ e But T ‘hope that| as:Qe'work‘toward:makingVit~posaibleﬁfor»more
;fteachers ‘to“feel that they "are jrespected and supported.and able to perform at a
" high professxonal level; as we |change the messages to-our /students: and make it

clear'to. them ‘that school ‘is their work ‘and ‘that"is:-what: they ‘are: expected to do,
and if they don t’ they wxll -lose out in: the global- marketplace ‘because they won't¥ -
be well’ prepared “And as we try to create a broad ‘national: consensus about why ﬁhf
education should be the prlority we need to hear from those of you who are on the
front l;nes, whoe are there day [in and day out, who have a different perspective,
certainly, than mine, which cones now from visiting but not staying.  And I know
sometimes- when I show up they've painted the walls —- I feel lzke a walklng publlc-
works project on .some days. (Laughter ). That s one of the reasons I: like ‘to go

. to schools,: ‘particularly schools that need help because I figure they 11 get some

" help if I show up.’ (Laughter. ) .

: But I think it's very. 1mportant that your voices play a major role'
in’ th;s national conversatlon, and that your’ profess;onal assoczations and your




other roots for getting- pﬁblic opinion to respond really do carry the ﬁessage‘ef
what you see needs to be done. - ' . ) ;

So, to that end, what I would like to do is just stop talking and
have a chance to hear from you'|qhestions,”suggestions, comments, whatever might be
on your mind. (Applause ) c N » : T :

f

' QA : Let me just say two th;ngs and faczl;tate our questxons.

* Mrs. Clinton has been good enough to glve us about 20 minutes, and we'll let you
do the talking. "I just want to point out that when I coached Mrs. Clinton on this
-- it was over .at Garrison* School, where the President and Mrs. Clinton were ‘
reading and launching some major lnxtlat;ves in terms of géttzng young people into
the schools and reading enhancement. And I-walked up to her and I just said,

T we're tryzng to.do thls thlng, to gety somethlng off the ground for principals, to
get them some feeling about . thet they're not alone, that they. have some networking
between the suburbs and the city and. amongst themselves, ‘and an aid in their N

) professlonal development. 2nd the first. thlng out of her mouth was -- thig is

" after you were finished explaining softball- in.Chicago -= (laughter) == 'was, a
principal is. the.most important person:in terms of: mak;ng an. impact . in. the school ’
and:if;:I .can.find a way.to: help you, I'll be ‘there. - And that's what produced her
coming today. ~T just want: to, thank you s much-for that., (Applause |

MRS. CLINTON-‘ Well, thanks.;

Q@ Mrs. clznton, before you we have about 35. princxpals. They

erange from a school seven blocﬁs from here to a school 55 miles from here. . We .
have leaders here who are managlng 18 month olds to ones that have exclusive

‘schools that are handling 19, 20 year olds: that are tryxng to finish up. They are
wrestlzng with issues of seconﬁ language, technology.‘ Their introductions of
. themselves were most hearten;ng to all of us. And I must ’ say there's one of whom
who I think ==~ these colleagues here who has engendered both the admlratlon and
the pity of -- by having a complete - school -0f 9th graders. ‘(Laughter ) '
'Everybody s trylng to flgure out a way how ‘to avo;d that. k(LaughterJy

They ve described themselves at -this conference -- one of the best
lines was they feel that they' ‘re two bad. decisions away form oblivion.
"(Laughter.) pnd we're trying. to, in this conference--~ and leadership skills,
. enable them, as they say, to avo;d that fate. ‘

1

Aga;n, thank you. Questxons.

) . Mrs. Cllnton, 1'd 11ke to. thank you and: your husband for your
advocacy on behalf of children [in this country. My question is about teacher
recruitment and retention.. We ‘have a growing teacher shortage in the United
States; espec;ally in the areas of forelgn -language, science and math, and special
ediication. Are there addztionel thlngs ‘that you would suggest or offer xn support‘

]
of teacher recrultment and teacherkretention?

: : i MRS, CLINTON. 1 thlnk that's a really lmportant lSSUE- And it's
going to becpme as you know, more pressing becauee we're hav1ng klnd of a baby

MORE




'boom-let right now. We have more ‘children in the primary. schools now than I thlnk'

we've had ever. And it's going to be a big challenge.

: . .There are a‘éouple of things that 1 know have been kicked around in°
some states, and localities have tried them and the .federal government has looked

'at ways to try to encourage them.. And in no particular order. One is alternative

certlfication, which some of you have heard of, which would enable people mid-
career to go into ‘teaching and would have them basically learn on the job. And
you'd have to have a system of mentor teachers in order to work with these
incoming teachers. But I've seen in some school dxstrlcts some succesaful
recruitlng among certain populations. i

_ For. example, retrr;ng m;lxtary people who have math and acience

“vcapacity going lnto some of the downsizing of corporatlons and actually eeekxng

sgome of those people who have enough retirement money as they come out of. the
corporatlon to come into teaching. None of them have gone to a college of
educatlon, they don't have thelusual credentlals, but with some tra;nlng a lot of:

) them ¢an be very.successful. But it does take a recruitment effort and. it takes a
'syetem of: alternative :certification: where people can really watch over: them. -

A

Secondly, .I".think: we: need tor do a. better job of. keeping a lot of .

\”our veteranateachere :dAn.the; claasroom by changing, the monetary incentives in the

existing* :aschool pay:system..: A |lot;of teachers: feel. the- only. way they can contrnuev
to:be truesto. their family:and. make more money- is. to.leave the claseroom and go

- into admlnietration == and not:'jjust- admin;stratron on: the. echool level,. but
~administration in' the central office.; And B0 a lot of. people reach a kind of
_dead-end, if you will. "They don't want to. leave the classroom, but they -- for-

all kinds: of reasons, being 40 jor so 'years old - need to make more money and to
send thexr own kids to school.. P
R ’ RN . .
" We- need to change the way the pay acales in a lot of schools work, -
so that prlnClpalS and teachers who are on the front lines get the monetary S
rewards that they deserve as they go through the syetem."’ . T
. 5 B
T thlnk, thirdly, we're go;ng to have to look at. part—txme teachers
for some aubjects. Like you said, language' studies, for. example. There. ought to

:be ways to anorporate more part ~-time people who have certain skills that
classrooms need... Again, this xs not.part-of what we've done in the past, but. I

think we have to be creative aoout putting together ‘the team’ of people that will
make up the entrre echool system. :

Fourthly, I thlnk that there are still -- thls is maybe more for
he elementary grades, but it still happens in junior high and high school --'I

~don't know that we're always utrllzing the personnel we have as well as poesible.

I think we have too many pull-out Sessions where we have toc many people who are

~ - not part of the ‘integrated school. day and that we could do a better job if we

actually had more teachers taking on classroom assmgnments and tryxn& to integrate»
some of those programs into the exzsting day, 8o that we would actually lower the
student—teacher ratio when .you looked at the number of teachers and atudents who

Awould be interacting with one another throughout the day.

1%
MORE -
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So thcse are some of the things that have been’ talked about, and
ﬂthere are probably others that|you know from your own districts that we need to be
following up on. : : :

. . - 0 My questlon has to do w;th dlverslty I'm ieal concerned
abcut many groups that don't necessarlly fit in sometimes. What. wxll the Whlte
House be doing to advance appreciation of cultural diversity? .

MRS. CLINTON‘ Well, ycu know, the President announced at San D;ego

.hLS initiative on racial’ and ethnic reconciliation, if you will, and talked about.
the’ lmportance of diversity and talked about how essential it is for all of us to
be more respectful ‘of the backgrounds and experxences that people have. So he's
going to be working on that: an? having. ‘town hall meetinge around the country and
trying to increase public awareness about -the challenges that we face ~-- not only
.because it's the right thing to do to try to live up to. our Amerxcan xdeals, but
it's going to become more and more necessary.

I know that in the Alexandr;a and Arlington schccl districts you-
have. many, many:. children: whose |first . language is not English, for example.. . You
have children:who are.of: different religious. backgrounds than the majority -
religion.: . I'verbeen: .in;:some. of the :schools’ and; I've. seen. .a raxnbow of: k;ds, and
I've seen girls.in: Islamlc headdress and I've seen all klnds of klde out there.

So. I thlnk that if we're’ gclng ‘to keep the publzc schools true. to
their mxss;on of providing the most effectzve _means. of zntegratzng people into our -
_society, we nave to do that. - T e

o © But there's another s;de to the resPect for dlversity And that
‘is, I belxeve'-- and I'm speak;ng Just for myself ~- there are certain tasks the
public school should try to perform: with everycne. And I think we should be very
explicit about those tasks. No one is likely :to succeed xn ‘this culture, for ..
example, if they do not speak English well.: I mean, we can cut it however you
.want it, but if you don't speak English well you are not going to be successful 'in
getting the kind of economic’ opportunlty ‘that might otherwise be there for you ‘
given your natural ability and your willingness to work hard.” I think the public
‘gchools should be teaching every ‘child: to speak Engl;sh as well as possible.

' Now, how we' get there,.whether zt's a- bilingual program that we get
k;ds into and then work with them, I don't have a strong feeling about. But the
ultimate goals should be you should speak English well by the time you leave
" school. "And I am not apologetic about that because I think it is unfair to
students to pretend- otherwlse, that they. could be successful without having .
English as one of their 'tools.| I think we have to do more to persuade and to |
model for students how they have to work together and resolve disputes together.
‘And how, even if we wand to be respectful. of differencee, there comes a point when
all of us- have to cede some. grcund to be;ng an American, and that there are
certain qualitles and values and ldeals that we all have to learn and ‘we have to

abide by.

} So I think that' it's a’ two-edged effort’tnai we have to pursue.
-The one hand, we have to persudde and encourage . and model for our students and our’

MORE
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‘ commxtment to her that he would do eomethrng about Lt and, in fact, has.
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teachers the respect that is due to every human being because. it is not only an

appropriate response to make, but it is also a good teaching strategy. By

- respecting young people you give them more confidence and you help them learn
. more."- And then I think we have to, in return, ask from students and parents some

recognit;on that these are’ the| American public schocls, and part of the success of
the American democracy for more than 200 years is we have taken immigrants from °
everywhere and we have. not asked them to give up their religion, we've -not asked
them to give up their cultural identity, but we' ve been successful because we have
helped them become Amerxcans in ‘addition to whatever else they were.'

’ And I th;nk you have to do beth of those and it - is a balanc;ng act.,
And the individual strategies’ you follow. to pursue both of those paths may not

always be clear,: but I think you have to keep both in mind. So that'e how I hope'd

L we're going to _have this conversation that the President is leading to ‘enhance
‘ appreciatlon for diversity, but to also enhance appreciation and recognrtion for

what makes us uniquely American. And that all of us should be willlng to
understand that and be part of| that American experience as well.

'Q oI want to thank you-for: the support you. have. given

i{J.naud:.blek‘ vxsitlng two:of - ouk - schools,. Cleveland. and ‘Cardozo..: The. President

invited. one~ofi my’ students:.:to: the White.- House;(;naudlble) shelp him to. navigate ST
open-air:idrug: markets :getting to.school..: © (Inaudible) knew: somethrng about  that.. .

He ‘didandron- behalf of: ‘the: communlty and-: the school students,..I: want. to ask. you -

to: share with: him (lnaudxble) End we've: very. apprecxative -of- that.-@(Applansev)

MRS CLINTON. Thank you. I will, I 11 pass that on. I remember

‘.very well after the Presxdent talked to that young woman who told him about her

difficulty of literally walkxng to school past open air drug markets, and his

¥

But 1 remember talklng to the President and I have to say, he was

frustrated that this young woman had to go to the President of the United States

to have somethrng done to get rid of open air drug markets that harassed- and

"endanger children on the way to school. That should not have to be the caee. ‘Not

" every young child who is going to a" echool that is surrounded’ by 'such. dangers will
‘have the ‘chance to ask the .P resident to: help. And- there's no way the.President
fwould know, - becauee he's not’ able to know what’ happens on -the ne;ghborhoods .and
‘streets of: every city in. .America. ‘

"It is unacceptable that the authoritres of - any neighborhood or any

. eity would permit that to go on. If we cannot help our children be safe, we

cannot fulfill our primary oblhgatlon as a nation, in my view. And I think that

‘we need to do more.  And principals and teachers need to be more demanding that

your mayors, your pol;ce chrefe, your city councils, your school. boards, have to
put the safety of these kids flrst.u

1 ' ’
So I w;ll gladly take back your thanks to the President, but' I just
can't resist saying that I know right today in the District there are schools’

-where we don't know what the kids are going through because nobody has been to the

White House to tell us, and it! is absolutely unacceptable and it should gtop and
that should be the frrst prlorlty of any city or any school board to keep those
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ing to and from; and in the school buildings
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