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RE,MARKS BY THE FIRST LADY 
TO THE WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP FORUM 

MRS. CLINTON: (in progress) -- your energy and your enthusiasm and 
your commitment to WLF and to the issues that we are all joined in supporting and advocating for. i 
want to thank Cynthia again and Chris and all the members of the executive board for your hard work 
and your continuing commitment to WLF. And it is very exciting to be gathered for this 4th annual 
national issues conference. 

I 

Now, I particularly want to thank my friend and our WLF honorary chair, Tipper 
Gore. She has really been the driving force behind the WLF from the very beginning and has' nurtured it 
along and given it the attention and care that it needed. And I must say that her commitme'nt on so 
many levels is an inspiration to those' of us who know her and work with her. And I wanted personally 
to thank her for her countless ways Of supporting not only the President and Vice President, but me and 
so many of the rest of us in this room. 

You know, we haven't had a chance to get together in a somewhat manageable 
group since the election and the inadgural. I have seen many of you on different occasions and have 
been able to express my appreciation to you, but I want to do that again. I think that there's no doubt 
that had it not been for your commitment to the principles of the Democratic Party, to your belief that 
women had an essential role to play in the 1996 campaign and you determined to play it; had it not been 
for your networking, your speaking put, I don't know that we would have had the same outcome in the 
elections, from the popular ticket on down. 

I honestly believ~ that the kind of effort that so many of you made in gathering the 
energy and resources that were necessary to make the case about the kind of country we are working to 
build was critical to the outcome orthe elections in 1996. And'l want to thank you, thank you for what 
you did together; thank you for wha't you did in your individual capacities. 

, 




, As Tipper and I traveled around the country during that campaign, we always 
looked forward'to the WLF events bebuse they Were raucous, rowdy, enthusiastic, energetic gatherings 
where the rooms that had been design'ed for a thousand were bursting at the seams, and people at the 
last minute were looking around for even larger meeting rooms. So we always left really energized. 

I . 

And.I think that that made a big difference in how we saw the campaign and how we carried it out. 
And I hope it did for you as well. 

Because really, the campaign and what you did was not an end in itself. Yes, we 
were thrilled and very gratified that tHe President and Vice President were reelected. But Tipper and I 
can find other ways to spend our time, in a slightly more private setting than the way we do now. 

I . 

(Laughter.) And we would continue ~o be committed to the issues. But what was really at stake was 
not that the reelection of the President and the Vice President, it was really a continuing statement about . , . . 

what our national values are ~nd what issues are worthy of our support. And I hope you realize that 
you were part of making history. 

When the Presid~nt, at his inaugural, stood before all of us on that glorious day, and. 
said, you know, government is not the solution, but it~s not the problem either, that was a direct 
repudiation of the political philosophy that had trIed to dominate the American political scene, starting 
when President Reagan uttered those words about more than 10 years ago now, at his first inaugural. 
And what my husband was saying is,'we have to quit looking for ideological and purely partisan 
solutions: We have to quit drawing artificial lines between one another. 

. I 

Yes, it's not the Rroblem; yes, it's not the solution. Who doesn't believe that? What 
we have to do is create a new partnership between a new defined governmental responsibility and all the 
rest of us. 

And so there wa$ a very important political moment at the 1997 inaugural because it 
began to put to rest, we hope, the urtnecessary divisive, partisan rankling over whether or not the 
United States is a nation with nation~1 commitments and national obligations, national responsibilities, 
where we are all bound together and where we do have a stake in the success of one another. 

Now, how,we w'ork all that out is what the political process is for. Some people are 
always a little bit concerned when they see the hard work of politics being done -- you know that old 
saying, there are two things you sho,~ld never see being made, legislation and sausage. (Laughter.) 
Well, it isn't always a pleasant sight to see how democracy works and there are those who grow faint­
hearted and weary and say -- let me out, 1 can't deal with this. 

Well, then that leaves the playing field of democracy to those who have very 
specific, ideological, personal, comrpercial interests that they will wish to exploit and advance. And so 
. part of what we are attempting to db, and what the President and the Vice President and the WLF are 
engaged in doing is broadening the base of participation -- as Senator Daschle said, reigniting the belief 
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that as citizens our goals, our voices, our contributions, our involvement count. And the more we can 
be involved the more likely we are to: see democracy work. . 

Now, you may kryow that I was privileged to go to Africa just a few weeks ago and 
to travel through a lot ofcountries th1at are now struggling with how you define democracy, who are . 
attempting to throw off one-party rule, undo the problems of the past, create new conditions for people 
to be involved.. And it was very exci~ing to see firsthand.. But, I could also see how difficuh the 
challenges were, because democracy;is never easy. It is a complicated business -~ millions and millions 
and millions of equals to try to gover1n themselves. And there are always difficulties along the road and 
there is no such thing as a perfect·de~ocracy. There is not one in the world. 

. Weare still trying to make a more perfect union as we commit ourselves to doing at 
. the beginning of our country. But theieis not any more important task for anyone privileged enough as 
we are to live in a democracy than tq be committed to making it work, and to be willing to stand up and 

. have one's voice heard, haye one's vQte count. 

Now, when a dehtocracy is as old as ours, then there gets to be a Httle fatigue and. 
people take for granted the blessings that we have. And they don't. feel. the necessity for being involved. 

, 
· They don't tum out to vote for days find stand in line for hours as they did with the first national election. 
in ~outh Africa. They don't feel the ,kind ofenergy that it takes to keep a democracy vital is their 
business, ;it's somebody else's concerr. And, ofcourse, that undermines the effectiveness of any 
democratic government. 

. And so what you are doing is not just supporting the Democratic Party, which is 
very important because of our princi,ples and our beliefs that has to be continually championed, but you 
are supporting democracy, with a s~all d,. and tliereisn't any more important task for any citizen. 

" . I· '. ' 

. As some ofyou know, thekind of work that WLF has done to reach out and involve . .' . I . . 
women has caught on all over our country. I look around and I see people who have been involved 
.' . I. . .' 

with.the WLF from the' verybeginni;ng and I see people for whom this is your first meeting, And what 

is then very important about this is ~hat although the WLF is not' exclusi'vely a women's organization -­

. we are glad to have the men here among us -- it is primarily aimed at enlisting the energy and resources 

ofwomen. And that is important f~r a number of reasons. .' . .'. . . . . 


I know from my own travels around the world, and others of you who have done it 
aswell, that where women are com/nitted to bepariicipants in t~eir society, where they are actively 

· involved in the democratic life of th,eir ·country, their countries flourish., They are able. to make decisions' 
for themselves that they feel give th~m authority over their own futures, to make commitments to their 
education, their families, their larger society .. 

And what we fqund in the 1996 election here at home is that many of the real life 
issues and' concerns that 

. 
we as wOl1)en. . have. always talked about around . kitchen tables, around water . , , 




. . 

coolers, as we have struggled to' ma~e se!1se of o.u~ own lives and to talk about and help. c~eate the kind 
ofcommunities we wanted for ourselves and- future generations -- what we have found is -- and I would 
argue in large measure because of efforts that you have made, ·those issues are now finally at the top of 
the political agenda.' . I.. 

We saw that yest~rday when the President' and I :hosted a confere~ce on early 

childhood development. It was 'a re~arkable event where leading scientists, pediatricians, . .' . 

psychologists, educators, business leaders. came together to talk about. what scienc,e ha's now told us 


. which, thankfully, many of us' knew instinctively or because of our own parents and grandparents, about 
the importance of those first three y~ars of life and how we could use that i~formation at 'home, in . 
school, in the workplace and in the h~alls ofgovernment.' . 

. . Now, maybe'a d(;1zen years ago or certainly longer than that it might have. b~en 
inconceivable for the President of the. United States to hike time oui'ofhis schedule dealing with what' 
people then thought :of as the really i/TIportantissues of the time to talk .about and iist~n to infof/nation . 
and research about the importance of reading to and cuddling withand singing to and talking~ith 
babies.. As the Vice President said yesterday: that was a different concept of the bully pulpit. It was 
'. . .' , . t " 

sort of the bully cradle: (Laughter.) " .' . .'. . . '. . . 

And th~re are sotneeven today' that wou Id argue' not only do~s the Pr~sident riot 
belong in a conference in tne White House doing that, but there's no role really for the government to be 
talking and working on that. That isl an issue that should be left to individuals and to families, 

.. . "'. .'." ~ 

. " Well, that is not ",hat the President or the Vice' Presiden~ or: Tipper or I believe, We 
believe that preparing our children f~om the challenges of the 21 st century is .the primary challenge 

. facing the United States. It,. more th:an nearly anything else one can imagine, will determine the quality 
of life, the strength of our country, the leadership the United States plays in. the rest of the world. 

! " . . 

(Applause.) . . 

. And so, we want to c6~tinue talking about: these real life issues. The first piece of' 
. legislation the President signed, Faf1):i1y~nd Medical Leave, was built on hy expanding He!id Start;: 

creating something called Early Hea'~ Start; w~lch we want to expand even mor~.because it ,targets 

children who areatrisk from zero tq three, the period we now. know. is socrucial./-The,Presidenthas 


. ,fought'to make access to nutrition and education and care avaiiable to the WIC prbgram: And 
. childhood immunizations have been raised in the last four years in our country to the highest level they 
have been, arid we still have work to do. . . . 

. Those are ju'st some, of the things th~t this administration'has worked on not because 
'," • i. ;, 

they were nice ideas, not because they were political issu·es. for certain constituencies, but because the 
President and those of us who are W:orking with him:know that trying to c~ea(e the conditions for t,he 
successful raising of children is one of the b~st ways we can guarantee that our democracy continues, to . 
give every child a chance to live up to his or her God-given potential, to playa role in' our society, 

~. . .;. . . . 


