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PROCEEDINGS 

, I 

(Applause. )

'. 'I . 
I


MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much, Jerrell 

(phonetic)'. . And I I thought he did a very good job. 

I 


:. .
(Applause. )

I 

I 


I 


MRS. CLINTON: I am so pleasea that I could be 
I· 

i

here with you and other members of the California Youth 

1I ' 

Connection. Chancellor and Mrs. Burdall (phonetic),

! 
it's a 	 pleasure tio be h~re on the campus of thlsgreat

i 	 ' 
university. You ,notice that I waited until after the 

big game to comeJ 

, I'
(Laughter. ) 

. II 

MRS. CLINTON: But it's always an honor for 

I 

me to be able to linteract with., talk with, work with 

people 	from,this lextraordih~ry university. 
I . . . . 	 . 


I'm especially pleased that my friend, and one 

of your distinguJshed pr~fessors, Laura Tysonj is here. 
1 	 . 


We're sorry to Idse her in Washingtbn; but I know what 

I 
a contributions~e makes here to· (inaudible) the 

university. 
I 

I 


I want 	 cl~ thank Professor Barton and all of 

I 
! 

your colleagues fior the work that you do. The U.C. 
i 


Diversified 	Reportinl) Services, Inc. 
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 


WASHINGTON, D.C, 20005 

(202) 296·2929 




•• 

I 

I 


1 


2 


3 


.5 


"6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


1'1 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


<Xl 
o 22 

~ 

~'''' .,' 

! 
i 3 


I.
Berkeley school Gf Social Welfare and the Child Welfare 

I 

I ; 


Research Center Jre'rightfully known as the very best, ~ 
I 

I 


creating researc~ and then disseminating it, that has a 

very dire~t impa~t o~thelives of children, and has 
. ! 

helped to ~hange Ipractice, and was ~ery influential in 
. . I . 


I

the work th~t leq ~p to the pa~sa~~ 6f this new 

I 

legislation. I 


I 

I 


I'm als6 delighted to be with here with Carol,
I 


arid anyone assoc~ated with the Youth Law Ceriter. I 
. I 

'. I


worked wlth the Youth Law Centei many years ago when I 

I 


was a legal serv~ces lawyer, ran a legal aid clinic, 

and then served ln the board of the Legal Services 
I 


Corporation. 
! 

. I 


I used ~o have the pleasure of funding the 

Youth Law Center and followed for many years, very 

I .

closely, the impqrtant work that the center has done 

I 
. . I 

and I know will ~ontinue to do. 

1

This is Ian extraordinary opport~nity for me to 

I 


be able to come do spe~~ wi~h so many people having a 

direct stake in j piece of legislation that has just 
. I 


been passed in WJShihgton, and signed by the PreSident, 
I 


I 

and who understarld why it~s so significant. 

I 

j
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, I ' 
Very oftten, (inaudible) such as this that 

I 


, I 

doesn't have headline-grabbing import doesn't get the 

'I ' 

notice that it dJserves to have, because it 'snot se,en
! 

asaddres~ing an!issue th~t ha~ been on the front 
I 


burner of America's attention. 
I : 

Well~ I1m happy to say that this piece of 

legislation, the )adoption of the Safe Families' A'ct"of 

1997, seems to hi changing what is thought to he 

important,both in Washington and around the country.
I 


I 

When th~ President signed this bill last week 

, 
~as;Room wasin the White H6ule, the filled with 

' 

I 


people who were dhere because they understood the " 
j 

significance of that it means for our nation to make 

such a commitmentt , on the safety and the permanence of 
I 


the lives of chiidren in the foster care syste~: 
I 


, I 

I can think of no bett~r pl~ci for the'entiie 

I 


country to talk ~bOtitwhatthis legislation can me~n i! 
i 

I 


it is implemehteci, and, if we unde~stand why it is 

, . '[" , 

important, not just those who are directly involve din 
I 


i 

the foster care system, but all the rest of the 

'I :, , " 
American public, [than here atB~rkel~y.· 

I ' 

I want to start ~ith just a,couple of' short 
I 

I 


i 
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I 

I 5
I 

I 


1 
 stories about Wh~ I have been so interested in and 
, 

2 
 committed to doidg what I .could do on behalf of foster, . 

3 
 children' and on Jehalfof child welfare, oV,er the last 
, I 


25 years, 'and Wh, this legislation represents for me a 

5 
 big step forward,! but it is not by any means the last 
I 


6 
 work that· needs· do be done. It is, if anything, a very 

7 
 strong beginning 10f what we should have been doing for 
I 

I 


8 
 many, many years'i
I 


I 

9 
 Twenty-five years ago, when I was a law 

I 

10 
 student, I was a~signedto do an internship in the 

11 
 Legal Services O~fice in New Haven, Connecticut" and I 

i 


12 
 was as~igned to ~ young lawyer. 
, 

13 
 Among h~s cases was one representing a foster 
, I., . 


.14 
 mother who hadcdme to seek his assistance because she 

15 
 wanted to adopt t!he li,ttle girl that had lived with her 
I 

I 


16 
 for three years. ! 

17 
 This woJan was not well educated. She wasn't 
. I" . 

18 
 wealthy. She wa~ an older black woman who had taken in 
I . 


19 
 foster children f!or many years, but she had a 
.. 

20 
 reputation fo~ b~ing a lOving, effective parent for all 
I 

I 


21 
 of the children 1hO were lucky enough to come into her 
I 

I ,

co 
o 

22 
 home. And, as SOlmetlmes happens, she fell in love with 
. ~. 
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~ 

I 


I 

I 


one little gi;l'~howas of mixed racial background 
I 


-- black ,and whi~e. 
I' 

I


Well, it seemed to me, as a law student who, 

at the time,w~s!rt9t only going to law school but 

I 

st~dyitig at the Yale Child Studies 'Center, that this 

I 

I
I 

' ,

should be an open and closed case. It,was before I 


I 

, I . ' .' ' 

knew very much a~out our foster care system. 

You knoJ, this child had been in 'one place for 
I 

I 


three years., Th~re were no criticisms of the care she 

. d . J fl'· h' '. " . f h a d rece1ve., Sue was our1S 1ng 1n every respect ,1 

you looked at he~ I developmentally. I couldn't 
I 


.• 'I 

understand what1he problem was, and I figured that all 

we needed todo,~as pick up the phone and talk to 

somebody in authdrity in the child welfare system and 
! 
I 


begin the process.· 
, 1 


i
Well, that began for me, instead, a very'long 

and difficult edJcation, the likes of which many of you 
, I ' 

in this room havJ gone through as well. 
! 
I' 

First, we were told that foster parents were 
. I 


not permi tted to ladopt children. They signed a 
I 


contract which sa1id that they couldn't adopt.children.
1 

I 


So it didn't rnat~~r what was in the child's best 
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7

I 


. .' I 


interests; the c6ntract wasth~ contract, it governed 

'the ~elati6nsh{pj
! 

ther~ should be noand further 

I 

I
discussion. 
i 

I 


When wejpushed, ihe response came back" "Well, 
i . 


but she's not re~lly -- riot on the lisE to be an 
I 


~doptive p~rent, land there are many pe6pl~ who are on 

i 

the list ahead of her, so it doesn't matter that she 

. . I . 


has sp~nt three ~ears being th~ parent of this.child 

I

and that the child s~es her as the only mother. sheis . I 


I 
ever had, because she. wasn't on the list."I' . . . 
. So we had the contract and ~e had a liit as 

I 


our main obstacl~s. 
. I 


When wei pushed even. further, the response came 
I 
. , 


. i

back., "Well,youlknow, she's old." In those days, I 


,Ii 

thought she was 0ld, too. She was about 50. 

I 

. I 


(Laughter. )
I 

I


MRS; CL[NTON: Now, I realize that she was 
I 

I 
1
quite young. 

I
(Laughter. )
! 
I


MRS. CL[NTON: I take back everything I 

I 

I 


thought and saidl at the time. 

But, you I know, not only was she old, and 
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'1 8 
Itherefore might not be able. to keep up with a young 

child, butsh~ wls wi~ow~d, she al~ne, and sheso was 
. . . I . 

had a few minor health problems, and she wasn't very
i 

well off. 

They were just convinced, in the child welfare 
I 

system, that thiJ little girl would be better off being 

I .
taken from that home ~nd being giveri to parents who 

hadn't signed a Jontract saying that they wouldn't do 
I 

it, whose name hJd been on the list, and who were 
I . 

affluent and were able to give the child more of the 

material things Jhat people sometimes want for 

children. I 

We took that case, and we argued it all the 

way up to the Supreme
I

. I 

Court, where we lost. And we 

lost on all those grounds. 

The I 
cou~ts, at every step, said, ."Well, if the 

standard is the Jest interests of the child, then we 

have no doubt thjt this child would be better off being 

1
with this white ~amily in the. suburbs, who can give her 

I 
I 

~ll of these matJrial advantages." 

. I 
I thougqt about that for years and years, 

I 

because it strucJ<: me as being just backwards in terms 

I 
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of what we think arid what we espouse as believing what1 
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children 	need. 

I got a chance to try andther case'whenI was 
i 

. I"living in Arkansas, when a man came to me. He and his 

wife were foster parents. 
, 

Theyha4, once again, fallen in love with 

their chil~, andlt~e~ wanted to adopt, They had th~ 
, 
1 	 ' ' , 

little boy for a10ut three-and-a~half,years. He was 

then about four-and-a-half, and they wanted to give 
, I ' 

I
this child a permanent home. 

1 'I 	 ' 

j
Even though it was some years later from my 

experience as a Jaw the same arguments.stud~nt, w~ met 
j 

They had signed a contract. It was a 

diffe~ent st~te, but it didn't matter. This was what 
I 

the standard of ~ractice happened to b~: And the 

i 
contract 	forbade ,them from doing anything to try to ,, . 
make permanent a Ifoster ~elationship. , I' , 

They weFe not on a list, which would mean they

,I. ,
would be 	given an opportunity to adopt over people who 

, I 
had been on the list. 

I 
I, 

NOW, thJ 	third set of arguments didn't apply
I 

to them, 	 because they were of the same race as the 
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chil~ they wanted to adopt, and they were well. off, and 
. I ! 

they had all of lhe material advantages. But the state 

fought it just aJ hard. . I 

And the!biological mother showed back up, 

i . 


after having beed missirig for about three years, and 
. I . 


asserted h~rrigJtsto th~ little boy. 
. I .,' .' . 
so wew1nt to trial, I repres~nting the foster 

Parents, the state rep~esenting their interests, and a 
'. . 1 . . 


~rivate lawyer r~presenting 'the biological mother, and 
. I 


we tried the casJ before a judge (inaudible). 
j 


I put on a lot of testimony -- .this was, I 

I 


guess, back.in p~obably '77 ~- abotit what it meant to 

become a parent, land what the relationship of parenting 

really entailed. 1 


I 


The casJ went on for a number of days, and 
. I 


eventually we weJe successful, with the judge
I 

I 


terminating. the Jarental rights of the biological
I. ' 

parent, abrogatidg thecontract~ with the.argument that
I . . . 

I . , 

the best inte~es~s.of the child took precedence, and 
I 


awarding i guard~~nship leading to adoption of the 
I 


little boy. 

Now, would think that, if we were 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
1.025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

(202) 296-2929 


http:inte~es~s.of


11 

.e 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

I? 

.14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

20 

21 

2.2 

e 

J 

beginning to seeithese kinds of changes, that 
:! 

I
eventti~lly, in the 10 years since.I tried that case iti 

1977, we would sle changes ~ake place allover the 
.1 , . 

country. But, ~n fact, that has not been the case. 

For the last ~o Jears, ~smany of you know who are 

I
I 

.
social workers, who are lawyers, who a~e academics, who 

I, 
i 

study the system) who are foster parenis, who are 

adoptive parents) we have been fighting the same 

battles over and over and over again. 

For many of us, the issues have become very 

difficult to argJe aborit,' because they seem to have a 
. I 

life of ~heir ow1" Why is it t~~t we have to keep
, ... , " 

I 

making the same sase for permanency? Why is it we have 

to argue on beha~f of the needs of foster children? 

Why can.'t we do d better job? 

Well; I think all of us in this room could 

Probably have a conversation that lasted at least a
I . . 

week about all o~ the r~asons, the econo~ic and 

i
psychological and social and political and'bureaucratic 

i, . , 
and personal, al] the many reasons why it has been very

i 

difficult for us to move our 'foster care system in the 

direction thai a~l rif us would agree it needs to go, in. 
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I 

I 

I 
a direction where it is a safe haven on the way to 

permanency, eithjr back home or into another permanent,
I 

loving family. I'
I 

And yet we·haven't been able to reach a 

consensus; until now, exactly how we ~hould proce~d to 

do so. 

Sta~tinJ ~ couple of years ago, the President, 

who has heard me talk about these issues ever since I 

met him 25 years lago, determined that he would do 
. I 

something to try Ito change the atmosphere, change th~ 

legal ~tructurer to.enable all of us t6 do ~hat we know 

we should be dOi1g on behalf of our children~ 

. On Dece~ber 14, 1996, he issued an executive . I 
I

memorandum regarding adoption, .and directed the 
I . . 
I . 

Department of He~lth and Human Services to ahswer some 
1
I . 

very basic quest~6ns which he posed to them, foremost 
I 

of which was, wh~t can we do to move more _.children into 
I 

permanency,- and ~ow do we increase adoption as a viable 
I 

alternative for dhildren who can be and should be 

adopted? 

On 

I 
I 
I 

valeJtine's Day 
I 

this year! he received tqe 

Adoption 2002 re~ort.. In-it were many of the 
I 
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Irecommendations that have now become law in this Act 

that he signed _I 

I
,We werelable to put together a bipartisan 

coalition on behalf of this Act, both in the House and 
, 'I ' ' 

in the Senate. ~here were Democrats and Republitans
, ' I 

who felt stronglx about the heed to change at least the 

. , 1., . 
nat1onalframewo~k for adopt10n and for the treatment 

of children in fJster care. 

I 
Let ~e just briefly run through what it is 

h ' 1 . 1 I. . .. h"t hat t 18 eg1s at10n 1S a1m1ng to ac 1eve: 
. . I·· ;". 

First, ~hat every child deserves a safe; 
, . j 

permanent fam'ily:1 

.Second, !that children's health and safety 

should be the pa~amountconcern 6f the public child 

welfare system-I . 

Third, that foster care is, by definition, a 

temporary ,situation, nota place for children to grow 

up in. 

The spedific provisions of this Act try to 
I 

address these prirciPles

First as to safety, new legislation requires 

that safety be tJe paramount concern. It does so in a 
I 
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variety of ways. It cla~ifies .the reasonable efforts 
,~ 

standard. Now, tthis deserves a few words of its own. 

"ReasonlBl~ effoit~h is legal term isthe that 

given to the efflrt to, be undertaken to try to preserve 

I
and reunify families. That is, and will remain, the 

I 

I 


most important gJal. Any child who can be returned 

safely home shouJd be,' in as effective and ,time-
I' , 

efficient mannerjas possible. 

But we ~aveto emphasize that children's 

health and safet~I mu~t be first, above and beyond any 

efforts to reuniTIY families. 

The new law clarifies that there are instances 

when states are not requ~red to make efforts to keep 

children with thjir 'biological parents, such as cases 
I 

Iin which a parent has been ~onvinc~d of murdering
I 

another child, oJ has,had rights to another child - ! 

terminated in voiuntari~y, or when a court has ,found 
I 

that ,the child hls 
I 

been 
' , 

subjected to aggravated 

circumstances as defined in state law, such as 

abandonment, torture, or chronic abuse. 

So what we have tried to do isto strike a 

better balance between two critical goals, one being 
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i 
preservation and reunificat~onof families wherever 

possible; the other being the child's safety and 'health 

and ~ell being. I 
I 

Now, onl would t'hink that that should be 
I, . " 

obvious, but unfortunately, and as the Youth Law C, enter 
, I ; 

has pointed out in its lobbying 'work over the last 
. I 

several years, the reasonable efforts standard, which 
I . , 

was aimed at kind of setting a common-sense standard 
I 

for people to try to re~nite families, has been used 

ins~ea4 as quite an obstacle in many ju~isdictions to 

ever making a dec~sion about the child. 

So that if a child ~ere taken from a family" 

and then the family
.' I 

were told 
' 

wh~t it must do to try to 

have the child return,' often for months and years, if 

the parents made no effort to do so, but if they could 

say that what they did, however meager, was reasonable, 

· I d" h 'ht hat stood ln the way of any court etermlnlng w et er 

or 
. 

not parental lights should be
I 

termi'n'a:ted and' the
' 

.' 

child freed for adoption. 

I 
So I·think that this cl fication is 

critical, and we1regOing to be doing a lot of woik 

over the next months to make sure eve~y state child-

I 
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welfare syst~m understands what this means in practical 
.~ 

I
terms. 
I 


Thelaw[is also aimed at permanency, and to 

. . I .

that end, it establishes tighter timelines. Children . I . 

who'cannot safely return to their own families often 

wait far too lon~ in foster care, typically over three 

years, but often) asI hear4 this. afternoon, much 

longer. 

Unde'rthe new law, 'permanency hearings. will 
I '. " . 

now be held no later than 12 months after a child 

I
enters foster care, six months earlier than the 
, I 


previous law~ and states'must init~at~ termination of 

'h 1 d' ' , 'f' dparent a 1 rlg ts procee lngs, except ln speCl le 

. I 


circumstance~ for any .child who ~as been in foster care 
I 


for 15 of the pr~vious22 ~onths. 

, Ih h' . h 1 b . kOne of t e t lngs t at I've a ways sen struc
I . . 


by is the differ~nce in a sense of time that 'exists 
I .' 
I ' 

between adults and children. 
'. I . 


In the many cases that I tried and waS 

involved in as a 
 lawyer concerning foster children, one 


I 


of the comments .that used to just bother me the most 
I .' 

often from a judge, sometimes from an expert of some 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc. 
1025 VERMONT AVENUE. N.W. SUITE 1250 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 20005 

(202) 296-2929 




17 

• 1 
 kind - is that, "Well, the chi~d had bnly been in 

foster care f6r two years." And I used to say, "Yes,2 
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1.0 

• 
11 
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but the child is six. That's a third of his life." 

·tt is a different sense of time to a child, 
1 .. 

and that is one of the reasons why we have to be ~ore 

sensitive to how children perceive their circumstances. 

One of the important points made to me in my 
i
I 

. 
. 

. . 

conversation witH the young men and women th~t-I met 

1 .. 

with before coming here is how so many of them feel 
. I 


that they are st~gmatized, that ~omehow they did 

sdmething wrong Jo end up in foster care. 
I 


In the 1ast majority of cases, the ~hild has 

done nothing whadsoever, is a ~ictim of circUmstance~, 

and yet feels th~t they have'to try to make some kind 

of change, or thJt they are being puniShed in some way. 

· t' bl' lh , . h· t' 1" t . 11
Es a 1S lng t ese up~er lme lml S Wl 

decrease the amoJnt of time that any child has to be 
I 


cbnfronted by thJt feeling, and will enable that 

child's future·tJ be set sooner. 

1
The neW :law also creates financial incentives 
I 


for permanency. IThere 'isa ~pecific provision to offer 

I 
a financial bonus to states that increase the number of 
1 

I 
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children who are adopted in the public foster system. 
:' 

These incentives will help the United States meet ,the 

President's goal of doubling, by the year 2002, the 

number of 'childr~n adopted orp~rmanently placed each 
I 

hear. 

I ,
H~re's how it will work: for each child 

'I ' 
adopted above what we call the p~evious year's 

baseline, a statl will receive $4,000 with ~n 
,. " I .

add,ltlonal $2,000 pald for ~ach child with special
I 

I
needs who is adopted. 

, Now, we hope that that money goes toward 

helping improve the fo~ter care system. We hope that 
I 
Istates see this aS,an opportunity to do the right thing 

and actually get some recognition and a reward for it, 
( 

because we feel strongly that it's goihg to take all 

different kinds~f cha~ges. in~luding these financial 

incentives, to change the mindsets of people involved 
I " 

in this system, recause for too long, too many people 

have been d~ing what 'we have seen over the years, which 

is taking the path of least resistance, not making 

difficult decisions, and l~aving children to languish. 

The law also provides $10 million in 
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'yearly technical assistahce to states, with at least 
," 

. I .d' .h a If 0 f t h at gOlng to provl lng asslstance to. courts. 

We have to do a ~etter job .irihelping judges and court~
" I 

function in thei~ foster' care roles. 

, .l,' I h dh k h'Most Juuges w 0 now ate cases aVlng to 0 

with terminating parental rights. They are painful, 

emotional cases.r 

I
I remember very well trying a case that was 

extremely difficllt involving a little boy who had been 

abandoned by his mother inacar that had caught on, 

fire" and she 'had lef~him, arid it was a very 

unfortunate sitJation all' the way around.' . 

The motlher had problems with alcoholism, was 

not responsive tl dealing with the difficulties that 

reunification wJ1Uld pose for her, and she chose not to 

participate. But" when the' time came to terminate 

parental rights, she got herself togethe~. She 

~ppeared in cou'ta~d ,was passionate ,in her plea to the 

Judge that she be glven'another chance. 

. , I
, ,'" I remember the judge, in a conference in 

chambers, just Jooking up with despair on his face and . I ' 
Isaying: "I don1t like playing God. I don't like 
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I 

making these decisions. 

I ~ 
"How can I know whether this m6ther means it 

. I 

or whether she'll go back to her old behavior? How can 

I 

I knowwh~ther, if I terminate her parental rights, 

. 'h" I , b k ,. ,t lS young man W0n t come ac to V1Slt me ln 10 or 15

I . . 


years, and ask me why I took him away from his mother?" 

" I 
 'I'So Judges and SOCla workers who have the 

responsibility tl do thi~ work deserve a lot of support 
I . '.' 

from all of us, becau~e they are acting on our behalf.
I . . . . 


The frister care. system lS us. 
t·' . 

Our government, through our state and county 

, I . k .. b ' I ' f h' ldand I oca I governments, ta e responsl 1 lty or c 1 ren
". I . . 


who, for whatever reason, cannot stay in the homes into 
I ' 

which they were born, and taking a child out of that 

't 't' . I. 'b'l't .Sl ua lon lS an rwesome responsl 1. 1 y. 

So we have· to do abetter job of supporting 

I

those people dn the front lines doin~ that work, and we 

hope that this l~W will help provide assistance so that 

judges and socia[ workers and others will feel better 

prepar~d to make decisions that, under ,the best of 

circumstances, a~e very complex and difficult ones. 

. This laL also breaks down geographic barriers 
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by prohibiting states from delaying or denying adoptive 
, '. I . 

P lacements across state or county lines, and requires 
. . I . 

states to develop plans for the effective use of 
I 

resources 'acr~ss these jurisdictional lines, to promote 

adoption. 

This is very important, because I cannot tell 
. J . 

you how many tlmes I've', heard somebody say, "I live in 
. . I 

the county next to this other co~nty.. We have adoptive 

I 
parents but no children, and we can't get the .children 

out of. the other county to be able t6 b~ adopted.'" So 

I . . 
this, we hope, will increase the numbers and flow of 

children. 

This bi~l also prov~des services for existing 

. I b' I 'f' d b'l f Io' 0 0 0f amlles, y promotlng sa e an sta e aml les. It 
. . I . 

reauthorizes andl expands the family pr~servati6n 
i 

program. That's a very important part of what' the 

legis1ation achieves. 

In it, It provides tor services that 
I . 
I .. . 

strengthen families .and try to alleviate crises' before. 
. ,I, . 

they become
.' 

serious.
I· '. . 

It tries to provide services to 

families to avoid 
I 

the need to remove children, and it 

provides for prei and post-adoption services for 

I 
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I 

d " f' '1': Ia optlve, amI Ies. . 

It'ses~eCiallY'imPQrtant that i~ provides, 

I
for adopted chilclren with special needs, 'continuing 

health in~urance under Medicaid, or a state's new 

children's health program. 

We have many dhildrenin fo~ter care who have 

various difficulties and diiabilities. Now, they will 
. I' 

b~ able to take Medicaid with them throughout their 

childhood. 

.We have also increased accountability to try 

to track state ~erformance and to call for further 

study about what works, best to help change the foster 

care system. 

Now~ this piece of legislation comes in a 

. 'h I h'package WIt some ot ers that we've'worked on over the 
I 

last nearly five years .. 

One is io make. adoption affordable ·for more 
. I'" . 

families., which the President did with a $5,000 tax . I .'. ' 
, , 

credit for adopt~ng children and a $6,000 t~x c~edit 
. I 

, ' I 
for adopting chi~dren,withspecialneeds. ·We want to 

exp~nd ,that,~nd in the'Balanced Budg~t Act, the. 

President wa's. ab~e to give more support by increasing 
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the per-child tax credit. 

We also wish to break.down racial barriers to 

adoption. The M~lti-Ethnic Placement Act, which the 

President signed in 199~, is aimed at ending using race 

or ethnicity or religion as a reason not t6 allow. 

adopt ion. 

I think back to that first case I had. One of 

the concerns was that the foster. mom was black and 'the 

child was mixed race, and they didn't think that was a 

I 
good placement, instead of thinking about what m~de for 

a happy, stable lhild. 

It's solething th~t we ne~d to be sure we 
I . 

always keep in mind, and if there is a way to place a 

. h'ld
C 1 'hW1t .the .1 same race or ,ethn1c .background, we 

h ld 'd's ou. 0 so, b 1ut "1t ,1S not any 1 onger to b e an excuse 

· , d ' 	 .,' 1 1 f h ' 1 d f or aV01 	 1ng p a~ement 0 a c 1 . 

If we find I am verycln 	 ~doPtive homes, 

hopeful that we lill not be concerned so much about the 

colo~ of skin as the character of family, not to 

characterize Dr. King. And if we do that 

(Applau~e.) 

I
MRS. CLINTON: I think we'll be able to 

I 
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place many more ~hildreri." 

I 
:' 

We've also tried to change the law to give 

parentsti~e off for ~dopti~~ a child, with the Family 

Medical Leave Act, and to mainta~n the guarantee that 

child protection and adoption changes such as these 

will not reduce funds for states that have to use other 

I 
funding fo~ child welfare, child abu~e, foster care, 

and other servicls for children. 

I
As, I said at the beginning,' this' is a national 

I 
problem, arid it is one th~t'has been long overdue in 

,being addressed, but th~t the legislation the President 

signed, even as ~opeful and significant an achievem'ent 

that it is, has' ~o be implemented at the state and 

local level,. 

There's no way ~omebo~y sitting in Washington 

I 
can decide what is best for a child here atBe~keley or 

in Los Angeles. 

, 

California 
' 

has a 'particular stake in this 

legislation, becluse California has about 100,000 

h 'ld 'f' I' 'h'"c ~ ren ~n oster care. T at ~s a huge number. L.A~ 

County alone hasi10 percent 'Of all the children in the 
I 

United States in foster caie. 
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So if California doesn't get it right, it's 

unlikely that we will ever be able to deal with this 
',;.<,,,.:, >"" '" . " .'. ',.',....;.,::...:.,'.. ,-: 

system the way we should, but I'm hopeful that 

11 h' b ' ' . . . h .California not on y as een gettlng lt rlg t, but will 

continue to lead the Way, 
., ....... ' .. "!", :", 


One of rhe real model programs is in L.A. 

County, and I know there are some people here from 

Child welfareselvices in L.A. County, and I want .to 

.1. 
~ommendyou, because you've made a big difference in. 

b elng. . ..1In h ow to meet t h e nee d s 0 f fcreatlve oster 
. 1 

children, and th~oughthe public-private partnership, 

in enlisting morle people outside. of the system to be 

foster parents ~nd adoptive parents, you've begun to 
. I . . . 

show that thisduge burden that L.A. County has can be 

h · h . h .' . 1 11 . h1met, w lC glyesl' ope. to. peope a over.t e country 

that they can t~y to change the syst~ms ip their own 

areas. 

I don'l think that there is anY'more important 

issue for us to Iface than how we treat our children. 

This is one thaJ really tells us a lot, about who we are 

·1' . 
as a people, what our values are, what we care about. 

, 1 

That is true fo~ all of our 'children, but it is. 
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1 .' . 

Anyone who has ever worked with foster 

children, abused and neglected children, knows how 

vulnerable and fragile they are. 

I' " . 
If you have worked with them through any, 

I .'.program that is assoc1atedw1th the foste~ care system, 

you are acting 01 behalf of'the'entire bountry, and all 

who are adults i1 it, because we have entrusted you 

with the rathertwesome responsibi~ity of trying to 

help protect, guide,'educate'these children. . I 
But we have to do more. We have 'to. respect 

. . I
these young people. We have to give them the love and 

. and d· 1 
. I' h ey d . h'ave, so hatattent10n 1SC1P 1ne t eserve to t 

. .I 
they, too, c~n 190k forward to a future of hope, 

opport~nity, and can look forward to a time when they 

will build their own families. 

When I was talking wlth the young people from 

· f .' y I h C: .... f . tteah C I 1 orn1a out onnect10n, Just a ew m1nu es . I .""'. ..... . 
ago, I .wish everyone of you could have been in the 

beca'use I 
l h~nk'~ would h b'een d androom, t you ave 1mpresse 

proud of them as I 


(End sitle A, tape 1.) 
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MRS. CLINTON: ~~ opportunity, as Tiffany just 

Iasked, to tell 
, 

me 
. I 

more about what .you 
. 

think I need to 

be saying, what needs to be done, any kinds of 

I
additional chah~~§. W~ were able, finally, to get a 

piece of legiSla~ion through theCorigress, and th~ 
President signed it last week~ 

And we hope it will m-ake it .easier and 

11 ' " j k'd h· . hh ope f u y glv~ more 1 sac ance to ave permanency, 

. b ,'·h I h' k· d" dt here y gOlng orne or aVlng~ you now, a eC1Slon rna e 

.thatthey're not going'home and, then b~ing free for 


adoption and doing a much better job at' finding homes 


for kids. 


Bti~thar's just a piece of paper if it's not 

implemented,so we need some real g~idahce .from all of 

you about things w~ should be doing and what you would 

want somebody like me or, you know, Carol or anybody 

else to be ~aYinlg. 
A PARTICIPANT: Well, what we would like is 

for you to take the same ieadership ;nd -~ that you've' 

done with the adoption initiative and try to initiate 
, I 

some more (inaudlible ). Because the need for services 

are needed for (inaudible) 
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A PARTICIPANT: 
I 

(Inaudible) like transitional 

housing 
I

(inaudible) . 
. I· 

MRS. CLINTON: So in other words, when you 

turn 18, you're but of the system. I mean literally, 

do they' cut off indhand you your suitcase and say. 

"Goodbye'(" 

I . 
A PARTICIPANT: Y6u have a court date -- you 

have a court date, and that's like the (inaudible). 

, I ' 
'MRS; CLINTON·: And there's literally nobody 

who inv61ved withhasanyrespl~sibility ~or staying 
, "1 '. . 

you or to help you: 
" I . ' ' 

A PARTICIPANT: ·No. Maybe (inaudible) talk 

( . d . b 1 ') 'h I..lnau 1 e ous~ng lssue. 
" ,,' ''/ 

A PARTItI PANT:' Like, (inaudible) can kick us 

out of the system at the age of 18, and if there are 

1 0k' 0 0 1 h '0 h1programs 1 e transltlona ouslng were you can go 

after you turn 1~ and (inaudible) trying to make 

( 0 dO bl ) t I. t' 0 , 0' '. d lt (0 dO bl )lnau 1 e r~nsl lon lnto an a u lnaul e. 

And at the same time, that's also assisting 

you (inaudible) -financial responsibility. ,But a lot, of 

(inaudible). Thl¥ keep kids -~ foster kids tintil the 

age of 21. They don't kick us out after you turn 18. 

e
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. 

. They ha~e a different (inaudible) lik~ transitional 

housing. 

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaud;i.ble .) .We're not even 

decreasin~that lumber (inaudible) (inaudible)society 

1
MRS. CL[NTON: Hdw do some of you end u~ in 
. . I . 

collese? Because you've got a. very impressive record 

I. .
here of people who have gone and finished your college 

and things. How did you,find your way to do that? 

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)' But that wasa' 

.. I I h ht ranSltlona .progoram. T at was not a. program t at 
. I 

taught (inaudible) how to be independent and you can't 
. I :. 

teach me· how to' fe independent and' be' ready to' be on my 

own (inaudible) as well. I went out (inaudible) 

because I wanted to get out of (inaudible) And just 


do something for 
myself (inaudible). 

So I went to (inaudible). After a semester, 

during the hOlidiYB I was (inaudible). So I found a 

place that it was very (inaudible) and I 

(ina~dible). I goot a full-time job. I was 
. I . 

(inaudible) .. I clecided to go back with a double major, 

so I (inaudible) l Now I can't stop. 

I'
A PARTICIPANT: Maybe you .can (inaudible) tell 
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them your experience (inaudibl~). 

I 
A PARTICIPANT: Yeah. I -- part of it, I -
\, 

my senior year alone (inaudible) very unstable,' very 

unhealthy. (Inaldible) program (inaudible) it helped

I: " 
me. It'sa start when you think of everything that I 

(inaudible). As far as me going to college lit was 

be~ause of some 0f ~y (inaudible) decided to help and I 
, \' '. ' 

started to establish a relationship outside of the
' I 

foster home. Ancl that helped me to become more self

\ 

sufficient and (inaudible) responsible (inaudible). To 
'\ ' " 

this day, I still have strong connections to those , ' I ' , 
people who helpecl me. 

I 
MRS. CLINTON: How did you get hooked up with 

them? 

A PARTItIPANT: Through the Independent Living 

Skills program. 

MRS. CLINTON: The Independent Living Skills 
I ' 

program is run by the -

I
A PARTICIPANT: It's a welfare 
.' I . 

MRS. CLINTON: State and welfare system that's 

federally fundedl but (inaudible). 

\

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.) 
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MRS. ·CL[NTON: Sorry, you (inaudible). 

I ' 
, A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible. ) Yeah, on my 16

year didn't a car or(ina~dible)t i as;'~~r lik~,. I ' 
( inaudible) I asked for (inaudible). I -,- you know, 
.' 

(inaudible). It needs to surface (inaudible). But I 

know that (inaudible). Because they know that 

(inaudible). My biggest fear hefor,e 16 was (inaudible)' 

how you're going' to support' yoursel,f( inaudib.1e) . 

. A PA~TICIPANTi I wanted. to say that my 
, ' . 

(inaudible) 
I 

because I started at 15. I just thought I 
. ~. 

would peak when 
. 

I
I 

was 
. . 

16. 

MRS. CL[NTON: And what does.that mean today? 

. I
A PARTICIPANT: They had (inaudible) prpgram, 

I just thoug~t -~ I started not when I was 16. When I 

was 15, I already knew that you have a few years to 

prepare for (inaldible). Now at that time, I started 
f . 

talking to people and 'the biggest thing for me upon my 

(inaudible) becalse of the role models that I have of 

people who were hhe independent (inaudible).
I . . , 

Had I not had them there:to support me, to 

tell me ho~ to flll out my (inaudible), what jobs not 

I 
to apply' for.' When I was in high school, I had three 
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I· 

jobs. I never went to the prom, Iriever.went to the 
1 ., 

(inaudible}, all I did was work and (inaudible). At 

14, maybe I wouldn't have had to work so much, but the 

positive ~01e.m01els that I.had h~lPed (inaudible)· for 

.. . 1 d . 
my trans1t10n 1nto a ulthood. 

I . 

When I turned 18, I lived on my own, I went to 
. . I 


college, I worked. And I can't say that about a lot of 
. '. I 


people I know because they graduated purposely so that 
I . 


they could wait until their 19th birthday because they 
. I . 


weren't ready and they didn't have that early help. 

E~erYbOdY (inaUdkble). 
, ·.1 . 

MRS. CL[NTON: And what do you think ~akes the 

I ' 
difference between your experience -- because you are
I . 


unique. I ~e~n, not to me but unusually (inaudible) in 

terms of your attitude and your ability to deal with a 

lot of these issles. But what makes the difference? 

Why do the other kids in a group home, graduate? What 

else is going'on there? 

. A PARTICIPANT: I think that a lot of times, a 

lot of home care provided· (inaudible) foster homes. 

They don't -- they look (inaudible). Maybe somebody 

(inaudible) . An~ a lot Df times maybe. people need to 
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start' te~chin~,tfue kids out of their hom~s~o be more 
, " 

, , 

succ~ss'ful . 

A PARTI<CIPANT: (Inaudible. ) ; 

I' 
A PARTI<CIPANT: ,Is that right?

I : 
, A PARTI<CIPANT: In '"addition to that, I can 

understarid abbutthe (inaudible). But'luckily for me, 
. , , 

since I,have my family background and ·(inaudiblB) in my 

:familY; I'm allo!ed to do I'mthet~ings that 

(inaud~ble). Th~re are some pe6ple that (inaudible) 

ali6wedto doanithing to p~epare to (inaudible). 

' They're stuck in (inaudible), something" 1 ike that. You' 

know~ some of my friends (inaudible). 

Transition not only comes (inaudible)~ A lot 

of (inaudible) -f lOOk~at ~t on.to the' state as the 

parent -- b~cause the state (inaudible) ~or many, many 
, I 

years. Then they turn around and say (inaudible) . 

I
A PARTICIPANT: '(Iriaudible) to ,ask them about 

"our foster kids ,(inaudible); important" (inaudible) just 

to gra'duate just to'make it worthwhile (inaudible) some 

concept as well .. , There's a lot of foster kids, that are' 

depressed. I was one of the kids who was dep~essed, 
, I 

while I was in foster ca~e. And so, you know, not 
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being able ju~t to be in basich6usirtg, whether or not 
:¥ 

(inaudible) ; 

( Inaudible) that you 'need to develop to help'a 
, 

, , 
I' ' 

person, (inaudible) . 

.. I
A ( Inaudible . ) PA~TIrIPANT: 

A PARTICIPANT: ( Inaudible) ·and I think an 

option is great, but if (inaudible)., Some kids want to 

b~ adopted and,srme (in~udible). Keep i~mind that 

(inaudible). A aot of times-- Thanksgiving is comin~ 

up in three days. I don't have a pl~ce togo. I don't 

celebrate (inaUdible) 'holidays. 
, ' I ,,', 

, , A PARTIrIPANT: (Inaudible) transactions 

(inaudibie). (Inaudible) establ'ished and really of the' 
I, ' 

(inaudible) Ana I neverthou~ht I would be 

I " 
(inaudible) but when she kicked me oUti I had nowhere,' 

, I ' , 
to go. ~ thOUghr I had somewhere to go, but in reality 

I didn~t. But after the (inaudible) object, I can, 
, ", ,I ' ' ' , 

(in~udible). I haven't really'~tarted getting into 

what I was goi~g to do (inaudible). 


'And so, 
 knowing that I was going to be kicked 

,out in a coup~e'Ff mopth~,I started, filling out 

college applications (inaudible) So that's like why 
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say now (ina~~ible) So that's like my h6usin~.and so 

, , I ,
like, ~or the holidays, you know, I have to 'try to s 

"if, I can stay 'at ~" friend's .house. o~( inaudible) 

That's like, ~y source of h6using right now. 

(Inaudible. ) 

A PARTI~IPANT: You should know that the 
1 . ': .' 

iridividualproto~~ls (inaudibler. 

I 
APARTI~IPANT: To answer your question 

earlier, I wantedyou~skld w~y are w~(inaudible) and 

to say that I waln't. so· privileged when I got taken 

becauseI,wasn't like my two younger sisters. I,would 

have played in a group home which is really odd to have 

to view a group home because we'r~ like (inaudible).,I " '. 
Butt wasn't always' -- I always -'- I never 

wanted togo ~o lChoolbefore" but theh I decided 'I 

d'on't Iliketheslho~l that went' th~ough.· (Inau~ible)
I

because the 'people behind ,m~ did not have to go through 

, ' I 
the same problems. In a g;quphome,I (inaudible) kids" '.. 'I 
who are here alsQ, it's about who my big motivation 

(inaudible) (inaudible) oneth~rl,s someb~dy behind me 
, "I " .,,' 

or t~o things! that I had to ,go through when I turned 
I .' ' 

18. And 'I was afraid that. 'i'hey wouldn' t 'be ready 
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(inaudible) . 

MRS. CLINTON: What's happening with them now? 

I
A PARTICIPANT:

I' 
They are.in a place back home. 

MRS. CLINTON.: How did that work out? ' 

I
A PARTI<CIPANT: Well, it's working out because 

. I 
somehow, they still get independent living. 

(Inaudible) s6 11m not still worried about them 

anymore, it'sju.st I don't .know how they get 

(inaudible) . 

MRS. CLINTON:. What other kinds of issues and. I . 

concerns have you heard other kids talking about or· 

? . lil .bl .. . b"·other peop I e. T e .Sl lng lssue lS a 19 lssue 

(in~udible) Placj (inaudibl~). 'You've got more than 

one child ina flmilY being placed out (inaudible) 

. bll . H th b . . ft rac k 0 f your Sl lngs. as at een an lssue or 

anybody else? 

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) my sister 

(inaudible) It'~ really, r~ally hard and a lot of 

(inaudible) A lot of kids who have their parents when 

they're younger (inaudible). 

MRS. CLDNTON: SO it is all kids -

I
A PARTICIPANT: Yeah, it's (inaudible). 

Diversified Heportimj Services, Inc. 
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 

(202) 296·2929 

http:it'sju.st


37 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

e 12 
. I 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2i 

i 
o 22 

A PARTICIPANT: I have a twin brother who was 
:$ 

(inaudible) . 

MRS. CLINTON:' Really?' 

I
A PARTICIPANT: Except for (inaudible).. . I . 

A PARTI~IPANT: I think' also, ~ lot of times; 

II hear a lot of the kids say that they just want to 
. 1 ' 

(inatidible). That's the most (inaudible) . Somebody 

also,th~t they-~ln'counsel l,ike, can -- Ithey hug..' I· ' 
mean, I think that that's reallyimpQrtant. I hea~ ~. 

lot of parents.. (Jnaudible)I 11 I deserve the bes,t for my 

kids,lI saying (inaudible) 

A lot 
I

ofi times I don't think they do it 

intentionally, butI they treat it as if we were 

(inaudible). We're the (inaudible). 

A PARTICIPANT: And in addition to that is 

like. home andbesides pe~manency -~.) mean •. people go 

when I go home, to' m~ house --I mean, I still love 

my parents and aJlthis stuff. But (inaudible) it's 

like'I stand for something 1~know how to do~ So - I 

mean, I do that. 

But·like for some people, it's like 

(inaudible). An~ it's like there are ships and all the 
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('inaUdible~. I~ls like Mom.is here MO~da:, now friends 

are here (1naud1hle). And 1t'S not fa1r, you know, I 

I·· . 
didn't do anything, none of these people living here 

d 'd' d' h·l. d' .. h'1 n t 0 anyt 1ng to eserve' t 1S. . I . 
MRS. CLINTON: What's your feeling about 

foster care 1 versus group homes? Does anybody have an 

anSwer to that? 

A PARTI(J:IPANT: 
.  . I

(-Laughter. ) 

_. I 
A PARTIcrPANT: 

(Inaudible,) 

. . 
(Inaudible) adolescent in a 

group home, my ljst place was (inaudible). The 

p~~itive thing aJout iiving in a group home is how to 

be independent. _ It taught me. to be more self-reliant, 

some things like that. An~ the negative impact on me 

was that it wasn't support. I was the only person in 

the group that actua1ly went to a traditional high 

school, 

I was tHe only one --you know, I would write 

a paper and IwoJld want somebody to help me. Who's 

I
there to help? Nobody. Th~ indep~ndent living skills 

play that role that (inaudible). A lot of Gorrupt 

things happen in group homes. You knowi I could go on 
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1 forever, but those (inaudible) And me as a teenager,· 

I .~ 

2 I didn't feel like I had -- I was trying (inaudible) 

3 I don't kI10W(in1udible). I felt like I was 

4(inaudibl~) . 

5 Because I wasn't on level three when I was on 

6 level two, I got a point for waking up on time, I got·a 

7 point for getting (inaudible). You know, stuff like 
. I 

8 .that. And. that's not what happens once you turn 18. 

9 You live It's not reality.(inandi~lel. 
MRS.CL!NTONiWhat happen~d to (inaudible)~10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


. 15 


16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

A 
I 

fARTI~IPANT: He turned 18 and he went back 

to (inaudible). 

MRS. CLINTON: (Inaudible. ) 

I
A PARTIG:IPANT: (Inaudible.) :t want a place 

to call and say, III don't think (inaudible), II or like, 

III'm pregnant. ]'m going to have a baby, II or something 

Ilike that, you know. Because my family i~ non

existent, .and so, to be able to go to a foster home 

(inaudible) LiMe, just ~aven't been feeling· 

(inaudible) bioldgical (inaudible). 

I
A PARTICIPANT: I think that (inaudible) and 

I'm, (inaudible) jhe middle 6f it right now (inaudible) 
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MRS. CLINTON: What do you mean by that?, 

I
A PARTICIPANT: 

'I ' 
Well like, because ,my -  I 

live with my family (inaudible) like my grandmother and 

I didn'~ ~~ntto dwell on it. So I·didn'thave enough 

money (inaudible~; And when I needed -- I don't ~now 

(inaudible). Tol~e, like my mother, I'd always 

(inaudible.). ',Or I said, "Oh, I should have got those 

(inaudible). " (]~audibl~) a mom and daughter that can' 

talk about th~ir boyfriends or anything that 

('inaudible). 

And now going for us is if it's the way that 

we feel that pleasure sometim,es that ,we have to take 

communication. Je have to (inaUdible)' don't give that' 

(in~udible) 

up. TheY.re.onl~ young and ~6ving and (inaudible) this 

and that and loo~ing at us. They said (inaudible) my 

town. (InaUdibiJ~ ) 
Btit' at Jhe same 'time, make stire 

tomorrow. I meani, they can g~t mad' at us or they don't 

h~ve to' say, "Well, you have a sev~n~day notice." 

"Well, you hav~ five days with the child because I 

can't take it any~ore " (Inaudible. ). I .' 
. 

A PARTICIPANT: I think also, a lot of times 
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you see us -- we appear to be very, very strong. And 
.' 

(inaudible) foster kid system as a (ihaudible). I 

mean, not all thl time everyb6dy is in the foster care 
. I 

I 
system. A lot of them take you as just (inaudible) 

I . 
Being, not eVerYiOdY who come out strong and not 

everybody came in strong also. And so I think 

(inaudible) . 

MRS. CLINTON: How could we do a better job of 

it? Of course, ~ou're right. yo~ know, kids are not 

put out by COOkil cutters, you know, and it doesn't 

matter where theJ live and what kind. of circumstances; 

, I
they're different. You know, in a family grouping, the 

same parents can have three kids; they're all 

different. So eiery child in foster care is all 

different. You and your twin are diff~rent, you know. 

How do le create more of a sense within this 

big system that dhildren ShOUld' be treated more 
. I 

individually? WHether you're in the system now or 

you're .trying to help and chang~ it, you have any 

thoughts about tHat? 
. I 

A PA~TIGIPANT: Well, I work for a fostet 

(inaudible). So 
we go through (inaudible) about 
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I 

perman~nt (inaudible) spend time with our foster 

I. , 

~ 

parents. I spend a great deal of time -- tonight we're
I 

, 

' , 
having a Thanksgiving dinner for 150 foster kids 

('inaudible). (Ilaudible) and, those are the ones that 

. 11 b . I I'I"'" d 1 ,'h'W1 ' e -- to say, Just can't ea W1t 1t." The 
\, 

gay attire, I can't deal 
' 

with that. Attitude and 
1 

everything 'else, (inaudible),. 

I . 
But'if you don't -:-, if we give up on them, we 

say', "Well;, now save the world" and they save seven 

, , ' I 
worlds, yeah, how great. And it's those experiences 

that made us whb we,are and,we have to give them that 

moment. We can't turn o~rbacks on them. (Inaudible. ) 

, So. our jxperiences and being able to move 

back, they're not going to foster care (inaudible) 
. , 

They give them bad credit (inaudible). 

A PARTICIPANT: I t;.hink a big 'one of my big

I 

(inaudible) was tihatwhen they continue to (inaudible) 

I
what you have. When they're going up (inaudible).' 

Either you are (ibaUdible) . Like, to be able to do 

things that other foster, care -- I never would have 

(inaudible). I never went, I was embarrassed and 
I ' 

everything else and I was not able to move on with my 
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life, until (inaudible), you know, came to me and said, 

"Look, you know, ,you're your own person'. II 

And other p~ople would say, "Look, I was in 

. I ' 
foster care at 15,11 and whatever. And I was able to go 

to school then" (Inaudible) myself happy now. The 

biggest thin~was (inaudible), you know, 'we have 

counselors three days on, two days off, an~ have these 

str~~t ~ules o£ not'-- you dan't have these big 

1,', h' I k . d h k' d f h're'at1.onsl:p, you: now, an t at1.n 0, t 1.ng. 

But the people ~ho went out of their way to 

have that relationship with me made an impact on me. 

It did. 'They (ilaudible) go to my graduation and they
I ' 

just wrote (iqaudibl~) And I don't care what anybody 
, ',. I 

says, you know, when you find that one person, I mean, 
, . I 

how can'they (inJudible). Maybe one counselor t can 

connect better tJan the way Albert can connect, but 
,1, ' 

'then let them ma~e that connection and help that person 

(inaudible) . 


MRS. ct~ IjNTON: ' What, - - say 'that again? 


A PARTICIPANT: A lot of(inaud~ble) 


I ' 
situation. (Inaujdible. ) 

A PARTICIPANT: Down the road, there's another 
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(inaudible) which has the parents. The parents 

(inaudible) .. Evlrything there is (inaudible) is down 

I 

there (inaudible) And on the weekends when they 

leave, they take I (inaudible). And it makes it feel 

like it's such a pe ct solution. There's just some 

things that's out there that don't (inaudible), don't
I . . 


make you feel part of it. 

, I 

And that's because of stereotypes, just like 

I 

ev~rybody el.se will say. Before,I was the Shyest 

., t 

person of anybody, you know; and -- you know, now I 
. I 

thank my mom because I was (inaudible) go out there and 

do what you c~n, make a difference (inaudible). And I 


(inaudibie) her on that. But I don't think part of me 

. I . 


(inaudible). That's me. I'm me. I'm part of 

(inaudible). BU~' you know ',(inaudible). You kno~, 
that's what scares me is being around my friends and 

(inaudible) . 

A PARTIGIPANT: I think I have (inaudible). 

Because I have (JriaUdible) ..And now I'm doi,ng well, so 

sometimes they (jnaudible) break the law. They cannot 

I
have them, you know, they can not take them a certain 

way. Well, they can not take us to the (inaudible). 

e 

/ 
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And they do it because they just want, to get them out 

of the way. 

MRS. CL[NTON: And they also know, as all of 

you know, 'i t's slggested that' if you' don I t have a 

" l ' I h' 'h 1 d 1posltlve re atlois lp Wlt some mentor or ro e mo, e or 

somebody that yo~ like that's going to give you that 


sense of who you 
are and what you can do and, you know, 

you're going to fue really in a much harder place. 
I 
, ' 

Because it's hard to make an identity for yourself if 
. I . 

you don't have amybody there helping you along.
I 

I
And it'is very sad to me that we have rulesI, ' , 

and regulations tthat try to ,prevent that human contact 
I " " 

and relationship from developing. That is the best 

answer for anybody's growing-up issues. Every kid has 

'I ' ,
those kind of .prlblems. . 


A PARTI~IPANT: I think we have time 'for one 
. I 
more statement f~om one person. 

I
MRS. CLINTON: (In~udibie) been trying to get 

·a word in. 

20 A PARTI<!IPANT: I have two thirig~. I just 

21 have to giv~ you ,this book. I got it as a gift. This 

22, book is teenage DOYs who were foster kids and it's 
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actually written by foster kids and (inaudible) 'foster 

kids. And you can have it~ That can give you more 

insight on what le're taliin~ about today. 

(Inaudible. ) 

MRS. CLINTON: That's great. I have not~ s~en 

this before. I .~eallY appreciate it: 

A PARTICIPANT: Also, Mrs. Clinton, we as 

'I ' s'tudents we have some ,(inaudible) here. We hope for 

about it, I would really like that, because part of 

you to come to aly one of them that we have (inaudible) 

information and 
I ' 
(inaudible). 

MRS. 
I

CLINTON: That's a great idea. Well, 

maybe if Carol 01 somebody can get me the information 

I 

what -- you kno~1 I've been wo~kirig in and ~round the 

. 'I
.foster care system for well, longer than any of you 

have been alive. 

(Laughter. )
. . I . 
,I

MRS. CLINTON: Which is daunting. Rut I had 

my first case as a law student representing a foster 

mom who wanted to adopt a child who had been placed 
1 .' . ' 

with· her. But they were of'a different race, and it's 

the issue that I' we are .trYlng to .solve. And the foster 

e 
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mom was older. She was about my age, which, at that 

time when was In la~ s~hool, r thought ~as real old.I 

She was about sol And the little girl was about 4. 

But she had been. with the foster mom for three 

years and in those days, there were ~~ you know, these 
j '. .'. 

hard and fast· rules. I mean, as hard as it might be to 

f
believe, it's a little better in many ways today than 

I . 
it was then. And so, the state wouldn't let her even

I: 
apply to· be· an adoptive mother. I' re~resented her as a 

. . . I 
lawyer in Legal Aid and we fought it all th~ way to the 

I
Supreme Court and the state of Connebticut . 

Because we made th~ aigument that, you know, 

this little girl bad bonded with this mother, that 

there was no reason to take this child away. Yes, the
I . 

mother was -- you know, she wasn't well off, she wasn't 

rich. But she hj~ a fine home and everything that 

anybody needs to grow up in. 

And thei took the 'li ttle girl away and they 

put her with - - she was of mixed race and the foster. 

I 
mom was black and they put her in with a white family 

and you know, 'thj family they put her' with in the 

suburbs was, you know, wealthy and all tha~ stuff. And 
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it really infuriated me.. I mean, you know, I've been 

I
dr •~ven by' that fol r all these years now, more than 25 

. . I. . 
years. Because what I saw, a~ what. each of you has 

told me, is thatl you ~now, what you need is that 
.\ 

chance to develop that relationship and to have it and 

support it. And to have people, you know, give you the 

sense-

(End side B, tape 1.) 

* * * * * 
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