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PROCEEDTINGS
(Applaﬁse«)

MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much, Jerrell

(phonetic). 'AndII thought he did a very good job.
. i ' : '
(Applause.)
MRS . CL#NTON: I am so pleased that I could be

hefe with you andvothef members of the California Youth
Connection. Chaﬂpéllor and Mfs. Burdall (phonetic),
it’s a pleasﬁre éo be héfe on the campus of‘thisvgreat,
university. Youtnotice that I wéitgd until after}the
big game to qomei

(Laught%r;)

. { ) .
'MRS. CLINTON: But  it'’s always an honor for

me to be able‘to interact with, talk with, work with

people from this eXtraordinary university..

I'm especially pleased that my friend, and one

~of your distinguilshed professors, Laura Tyson,; is here.

We're sorry to lose her in Washington, but I know what

a contribution‘she makes*hefe to- (inaudible) the

university.

i
i
i

I want to thank Professor Barton and all of

your colleagues for the work that you do. The U.C.:
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Corporation.

3

Berkeley School ?% Social Welfare and the'Child Welfare
| . ] ;

‘Research Center ére'rightfully known as the very best,

creating research and then disseminating it, that has a

very direct impaqt on.the lives of children, and has
. | , . . ,

helped to Change}practice, and was Vefy-influential in

the work that leq_Up to the passage of this new

legislation. - |

|

I'm alsé delighted to be with here with Carol,

ahd'anyone associated With'thé Youth Law Center. I

worked with the %outh Law Center many years ago when I

was a legal services lawyer, ran a legal aid clinic,

and then served ?n the board of the Legal Services

I used ﬁo have the pleasure of funding the

Youth Law Center |and followed for'many'years, very
closely, the important work that the center has done

and I know will continue to do. . '

This is |an éxfrééfdinary opportunity for me to
! .
be able to come éo speak with so many people having a
direct étake'in a piece of legislation that has just
beén passed in Wﬁshingtqn, and signed by thé Presideht,

and who understand why it’s so 'significant.

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

© (202) 296-2929




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 ...

20

21

22

Very ofteh) (inaudible) such as this that

-

doesn’t have hea@line-grabbing import doesn’t get the
notice that'it‘d?Serves to have, because it’s not seen

as ‘addressing an  issue that has been on the front
E | ,
burner of America’s attention.

Well, I%m'hapby to“Say'fhaE.this piece of
legislatioﬁ, the!aaoption of the S;fe Fémilies'Act“of'
1957, seems to bg changing whap is thought to be
important, both iﬁ Washington and around the cQuntry.

When thi‘President.signed this biil last week

in the White House, the East.Room was filled with

people who were there because they understood the .
_ R _ Lo

significance of what it means for our nation to make

such a commitmen% on the safety and the permanence of

the lives of children in the foster care system.

I can‘tﬂink of no better place for the entire
country to talk about_what'this legislation'can mean if

it is impleménted, and. if we understand why it is

important, not j?st.those who are directly involve din

the foster care éystém) but all the‘rest'of the

American public, than here at Befkeley;f

I want to start with just a couple of short
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. {
many, many years.

stories about why I have been so interested in and

b
I

committed to doi@g what I could do<on behalf of foster
children and on behalf of child welfare, oferythe last
25 yeérs,‘énd why this legislation repfeséﬁts for me a

big stepAfOrwardﬁ“but it is not by any means the last

work that needs to be done. It ish‘ifjanything,'a very.

strong beginning jof what we should have been doing for '
| :

Twenty-five years ago, when I was a law

student, I was aésignedfto do an internship in the

t

Legal Services Oﬁfice in New Haven, Connec;icut,‘and I

was assigned to ﬁ young lawyer.

Among his cases was one representing a foster
mother who had.c&me to seek his assistance because she

wanted to adopt the.littlé girl that had lived with her

|
i
for three years. !

~This woman Wag not well educated. She wasn’t

wealthy. She was an older black woman who had taken in

i
3
t

foster children ﬂqr many years, but she had a

reputation for b%ing a loving, efféqtiveypafent for all

i

of the children ﬁho were lucky enough to come into her

|
i

home . And, as sometimes happens, she fell in love with
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one little girl who was of mixed raciélkbéckground

-- black .and white.

Well;‘it seeméd'to me, as a law student who,

at the time, Wés,ngt only going to law school but

studying at the ¥ale~Child Studies ‘Center, that this

should‘belaﬁ ope%;and closed case. It was before I

knew very much about our foster care system.

‘Ybu_know[ this 'child had been in one place for
oo :
! .

. l N . N N -
three years.. There were no criticisms of the care she

had received. . She was flourishing in every respect,‘if'

you looked at'heg developmentally. ' I couldn’t

understand what,éhe-problem was, and I figuréd that all

‘we heeded'tO'do,ﬁas pick up -the phone and talk to

somebody in auth?rity in the child welfare system and
v | 4
begin the proces%.-ﬁ

Well, that began for me, ihstead, a very long

and difficult edqcation, the iikes of which many of you

in this room havq

‘T |
First, We were told that foster parents were . .

. ! S . .
not permitted to |adopt children. They signed a

gone through as well.

contract_Which s%id‘that they couldn’t adopt children.

So it .didn’t matter‘what was in the child’s best

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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intéreéts; the contract was the contract, it governed

the'relatidnshipﬂ and there should be no further

|
discussion. !

When we'pushed,nthe response came back, . "Well,

:but she’s not_reaily:—— not on the list to be an’

adoptive parent, and_thére are many pedple who are on

the list ahead of her, so it doesn’t matter that she

has spent three years being-the parent of this child

and  that the chi}d sees“her as the only mother. she’s

ever had, because she wasn’t on the list."

So we h?d the contract and we had a list as
our main obstacles.

When we! pushed even further, the response came
I :

back, "Well,'you‘know, she’s old." In thqée days, I

thought she was ?ld, too. _She was about 50.
(Laughtgr.)
MRS. CLINTON: ©Now, I realize that'she was

guite young.

(Laught%r.)~ S )
MRS. CLFNTON: I take back everything I
thought and said|at the time.

But, you know, not only was she old, and

‘ Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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-well off.

therefore might not be able to keep up with a young -

child, but»shé was widowéd, so she was alone, énd she

had a féw minor %ealth problems, and she wasn’t very

They Qefe just convinced, in ﬁhé child»welfarev
system, thét this 1ittle'girl would béAbettet of £ being
ﬁaken ffom that hémé and being éiven to parents‘who'v |
hadn’t signed a‘contfact saying that they wouldn’t do
it, whose name had been on the list, éndfﬁhé'were
affluent and were able to give the child more of the
materialvthings that people soﬁetimes want f§r 
children. |

‘We took that case, and we argued it all the
way up to the Sﬁpreme Coﬁrt, where we.lost.. And we
lost on éll thosé grounds; |

The courts, at every step, said, "Well, if the

‘standard is the best interests of the child, then we

have no doubt that this child would be better off being

with this white ﬁamily in the suburbs, who can give her

'

|

‘all of these material advantages."

I thought about that for years and years,
. | . ) ) .
because it struck me as being just backwards in terms

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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their child, and

‘would be given an

of what we think
children need.

I got a

'

and what we espouse as believing what

~

chance to'try another case when I was

living in Arkansas, when a man came to me. He and his

wife were foster.

parents.

They'haé, once again, fallen in love with

!

}

they wanted to‘adqpt;, They had the

little‘boy‘for“aﬁoﬁt three—and-a~half~?éérs. He was

then about four-s

this child a permanent home.

nd—a—half; and they wanted to give

Even though it was some years later from my

experience as a 1

aw studént, we met the same arguments.

They had signed a contract. It was a

different state,

but it didn{t matter. This was what

the standard of practice happened to be. And the

contract forbade ithem from doing anything to try- to

i

make permanent a |

foster relationship.

They were not on a iist, which would mean they

had been on the %ist.

t

opportunity to adopt over people who

Now, th% third set of arguments didn't apply

to them, because

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250

"WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
{202) 296-2929 -

they were of the same race as the




‘10
11

c12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

v 10
child they wanted to adopt, and they were well off, and

they had all of the material advantages. But the state

fought it just as hard.
. -t B | | '
And the biological mother showed back up,

aftér-ha?ihg beeﬁ missing fo;‘apéut three years;‘and
éssertedvhe:.rigﬂﬁs'td theAiittle boy.»l

| So we went to.trial, I representing the féster
paren;s, ghe stété répresenting their interests, and a
privatévlawYer representingfthe biological‘mother, and‘

We'tried the case beforé a judge (inéudibie).

I put.ohla lotvof téstimony —~,this'was,.1
guess,'back.in pﬁobably 77 -- about wh%é it meant tov
become a’parent,Aand what.thg relationship of parenéing
really entailed;' |
’ lThe cagg wenﬁ on‘for é number"oﬁ days, and

eventually we were successful, with the judge
I

terminating,the'garental'rights‘of the biological

parent,'abrogati?g the contract, with the. argument that

the best interesés_of thé child took precedence, and
awarding a guardianship leading to adoption of the

little boy.
wa, one would think that,’if we‘wefe

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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11

beginning to see these kinds of changes, that
eventually, in the 10 years,sihcebl tried that case in

1977, we would see changes pake plaée all over the

country. But, in fact, that has not been the case.

For the last 20 Xears, és many of you know who are

, « : [, - .
social workers, who are lawyers, who are academics, who

study the systeml who are foster parents, who ére.A

'adoptive"pérents, we have been fighting the same

battles cver and |[over and over again.
For many of us, the issues.have;become very

difficult to argue about, because they seem to have a

life of their owq. Why is it that we have to keep

HEE

making the same case for perﬁanency? Why is it.we have
to argue on beﬁéli of the neéds of fosﬁer children?
Why canig«we‘dd a better job?

Weil; I think all of us in this room'céuld

probably have a conversation that lasted at least a

week about all of the reasons, the economic and

| psychological and social and political and bureaucratic

!
P
j

and personal, all

the many reasons why it has been very
difficult for us |to move our foster care system in the
direction that alll of us would agree it needs to go, in.
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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| do so. B |

a direction where

permanency, eith%
loving family.
And yet

consensus, until

Stafting
who has héard me
met him 25 yeafs
somethinthé try
legal structure,
we should be doin

On Decen

‘ ]
_'memorandum,regar%

|
Department of He%
very basic quest%

of which was, wh%

‘Ay

12

it is a safe haven on the way to

i

r back homé or into another permanent,

we -haven't been able to reach a

now, . exactly how we éhould’proceed to

a couple of years ago, the President,
talk about these issues ever since I

ago, determined that he would do .

ito change the atmosphere, change the

ﬁo¢enable all of us to do what we "know
g on»behalf éf our children.

bérr14, 1956, hé issued an executive
ing adoption, and direatéd the

lth and Human Services to answer some
ons which he pésed to tﬁem; foremost

t can we do to move more children into

permanency, and %ow do we increase adoption as a viable

alternative for é
adopted? ‘ o

On Valen

Adoption 2ooz,reé

hildren who can be and should be

-~

tine’s Day this year, he received the

ortt. In-it were many of the

|+ Diversified Bepqi'tixiq Sérvices, Inc.
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_welfare system.

13

recommendations that have ﬁow become law in this Act

that he~sigﬁed.

We were

coalition on beha

A~

able to put together a bipartisan

1f of this Act, both in the House and

in the Senate. ?hére were Demécrats'and RépubliCans

who felt'stronng

"about the need tq change'at least the

national framework for adoption and for the treatment

of children in foster care.

- Let me 7j

ust briefly run ;hfough what it is

that this legislation is aiming to achieve: -

First, t
permanent familyL
Second,

should be the par

Third, t

hat’evéry child deserves a séfe;

that children’s health and safety

amount' concern of the public child

hat foster care is, by definition, a

temporary situatilon, not a place for children té_grow

up in.

VThe‘spe%
address these pri
First as

that safety be th

ific provisions of this Act try to
nciples.
'to'safetyg new legislation'requires

e paramount concern. It does so .in a

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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variety of ways.

standard.

14

It clarifiesAthe reasonable efforts

-

Now, this deserves a few words of its own.

"Reasonablé effortsﬁ.is the legal term that is

given to the effort to be undertaken to try to preserve

and reunify families. That is, and will remain, the
i ’ N

most important géal. Any child who can be returned

safely home eheu]
efficient manner
‘.But we L

heaitﬁ and safety
efforts to reunif
The new

when states are n

d be, in as effective and-time-

as possible.

;ave:to emphasize that children’s

/ must be first,vabove aﬁd beyond any
vy familiee.

law clarifies thetnthere are instanees

ot required to make efforts to keep

children with their ‘biological parents, such as cases

in which a parent

has been convinced of murdering

'another'child, or has had rights to another child

terminated'in voluntarily, or when a court has found

. , :
that the child has been subjected to aggravated

circumstances as

defined in state law, such as

abandonment, torture, or chronic abuse.

So what

we have tried to do is to strike a

better balance between two eritieal goals, one being

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
" WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 -
(202) 296-2929




8/98D

10

11~

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22

3 B © 15

preservation and | reunification of families wherever .

&

possible;‘the other being‘the~child's safety andthealth‘
and well-being.
Now, one wodld think that that should be

obvious, but unfortunately, and as thé Youth Law Center

has pointed out in its lobbying work over the last

| several years, the reasonable efforts standard, which

was aimed4at kind of setting a common-sense standard
for people ﬁo‘trY-to reunité families; has been'usedQ
instead as quite jan obsﬁaélé in:many'jufisdictions to
ever making a décision about the chila.

“So that |if a child'were‘taken‘from a;family,A

and then the family were told what it must do to try to

‘have the child return, often for months and years, if

the parents made [no effort to do so, but if they could

say that what they did, however meager, was reasonable,
that stood in the way of any court determining whether

or'notvparental rights should be terminated and the

child freed for adoption.
So I.think that this clarification is
critical, and we'lre going to be doing a lot of work

over the next months to make sure‘éve;y_state child -

Diversified Reparting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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16

welfare system'understands what this means in practical

-

terms.
The law|is also aimed at permanency, and to

that end,”it establishes tighter timelines. Children -

who cannot safely return to their own families often
wait far too‘long in foéter care, typically over three
years,’but oftén as I hegra this. afternoon, much
longer: |
Undé; thé néw'law,*perménency hearihgs_will
now be held no iatex than lé-mdnths.after a child |

entérs foster care, six months earlier than the

previous law, and states must initiate termination of
parental rights proceedings, except in specified

circumstances for any .child who has been in foster care

for 15 of the pféviousf22 months .

One of phe things that I’'ve always been»struck
by is the difference in‘avsénse of time that exists
between‘adults énd child;eh; v

'In the many cases';hat I tried and wés
i#volved in as a|lawyer conserning fcstef.children; one
of the comments.ﬁhat qsed to just ‘bother me the most
—~;of£en‘from a judge,'éo@e:imes from an expert of some
Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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and yet feels tha

of change, or tha

kind‘-— is that;
foster care for t
but the(child'is

‘Tt is a
éﬁd that is one o

sensitive to how

One of q
conversation witﬁ

with before comin

that they are stil

sOmething wrbng ﬁ

17

"Well, the child had bnly}beeﬁdin

wo years." Aﬁd I used ﬁg say, "Yes,
sixf: Thét's a‘third of his life.n
differenﬁ sense of time to a child,

f the reasoﬁs‘why we~ﬁa§e to be more
chilareﬁ péicéiveltheir circumstances.
he.imbortant poinfs made to me-in my
the youﬁg men and women that I met
g -here is how so many of them‘feél
gma;ized, that éomehbw they did

o end up in foster care.

In the vast majority of cases, the child has

done nothing what

Esﬁablis
decrease'thé amoﬁ
cOnfrqnted by tha
child’s future to

| The new
for perménency.

a financial bonus

soever, iS~a.Victim of circumstances,
t‘they haveito try to make scﬁe kind

t they are beiné punished .in some way.
hing these upper time liﬁits‘éill

nt of time that any child has ﬁo be

t feeiing, and will enable tha;

be set sooner. |

law also'créates fiﬁancial‘iﬁcentives
Theré‘ié_a specific~provision to offer

to states that increase the number of

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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additional $2,00P

helping improve t

because we feel s

childfen who are
These incentives
President’s)gbal
number of childré

hear.

18

adopted in the public foster system.
will_help-the United States meet the
of doubiing,'by the yeaf 2002, the

n adoptedrqr'pérﬁanently placed each

Here’'s how it Will work: for each child

adopted above wha

baseline, a state:

needs who is adop

- Now, we

states see this a

and actually get

t we cail thé'prévious.year”s
will réceive $4,000 with‘én

’péid for each child with special

ted.

hope ﬁhat that money goes toward

he foster care system. We hope that
s;én opportunity to dé the fight thing
some recognition and a reward for it,

trongly that it’s going to take all

different kinds of chaﬁges} indludingAthese financial

incentives, to change the mindsets of people involved

in this system, because. for too long,'too many people

have been dding what'we'have seen over the years, which

is taking the pat

h of least resistance, not making

difficult decisions,.and leaving children to languish,

The ne%

law also provides $10 million in

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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~yearly technical

function in thei

with terminating

not responsive t

'-participate. Bu

chambers, just 1

half of that goi

We have to do a
Most ju

emotiénal cases.

I remem
extremely diffic
abandonea by his
ﬁire,land she ha
unfortunate. situ

'~ The mot
reunification wo
parental rights,
appeared in cour
judge that she b

I remen

saying: "I don/

19
assistahce to stétes, with'atvleastf
ng to providingkaSSiétanéé to courts.
bétter‘job,in”helpiné jﬁdges and courts
r foster;céré“roles.
dées Qho I know hate césés having‘tq do

parental rights. They are painful,

ber vef? wéll trying a case that was
ult involving a little boy who had been
mother in-éPcar‘that'héd ééught on.

d ieft.him,>ahd it was a very
atidn‘all.thé way arouhd.«

ﬁer had prdglehs with alcoholism, was

o dealing with the‘difficuitiesvthat
uid pose for her, and she choéé’not to
t, when‘£he“Fime came to terminate

éhe got herself together. She

t and was péssionaté.in ﬁer plea to the
e given another chanée.‘

ber the ﬁudge, in a conference in
ooking uéiﬁith despair on his face and

t like playing God. I don’t like

~ Diversified Reparting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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making these.decisioﬁé{
"How can I know whether this moﬁher means it
or whéther shé'lL go.baék to her old behavior? How can
I know’whéthér, if I terminaté her parentalﬁfights,
ﬁhis ?bung man won't coﬁe back to'visit ﬁe in 10 or 15
years, and ask me why I ﬁook him away from his.mother?"
s6 judges and socialnworkers whovhave(thé
fesponsibility to do thié work deserve a»lgt of suppor#

from all of us, because they are acting on.our‘behalf.

‘The foster care system is us.
Our govefnment, through our state andAcounty
and local governments, take responsibility for children

who, for whatever reason, cannot stay in the homes into

which they wereiborn, and t;king'a'qhild out ofrthat
vsituation<is an aweéoﬁé requnsibility}. |

So. we havé~to do a'better'job of supporting
those people on the frontAlines'doing that work, and wé
hope that this law will.helpAprovidé assistance so that
judges and éoéial workérs and‘cthérs will feel better
prepared‘to make decisiéns that, under,the_bést of-
‘circumstances, areA?efy,compléx and difficult ones.

This laQ.alsd breaks down geographic barriers

Diversified Reparting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT‘ AVENUE, NW. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
{202) 296-2925
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by prohibiting states from delaying'or denying adoptive
placements across state or county lines, and requires

states to develop planslfor the effective use of

resources across|these jurisdictional lines, to promote

adoption.
This is-very imporﬁant, because I cannot tell
YOu-how many_times I’'ve heard somebody say, "I live in
the county next to thié other:county;' We have adoptive
parents but no dhildrén, and we can’t get.the.ghildren
out of. the other countyito.be able to be adopted." So
thié, we hope, will incréasé tﬁe numbersrahd,flow of
chilaren. |
This bill also proyides serﬁices for existing‘
families, by'prdméting safe and stable families. It
feauthorizes andpexpénds the fémily preservétién
I . .
program. ’That’s a very important part'of what the
législaﬁion'achieves.. |
-JIn it, itiprovides:for éérvideé that -
strengthen familiéé éndﬁﬁry to aileviate crises before.
they become sériéusi It tries.ﬁo provide serviées to
families to avoid,ﬁhe'needrto remove children, aﬁd it

provides for pre and post-adoption services for

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W: SUITE 1250 -
'WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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"health insurance

_adoptive‘familiés.

22

-

It’s especially important that it provides,

for ad¢pted children withvspecial needs, continuing

We have

various difficult

childhood.'

. We have
to‘tfack étaﬁé_pe
study aboﬁt‘what

care system.

under Medicaid, or a state’s new

children’s health program.

many children in foster care who have

ies and disabilities. Now, they will

be able to take Medicaid with them throughout their

also increased accountability to try
rformance and to call for'further_

works best to help change the foster

Now, this piece of legislation comes in a

package with some

last nearly five

others that we’ve worked on over the

years.

One is to make.adoption'affordableAfor more

families, which t

credit for adopté
for adbpting‘Chil
expand .that, and

President wés{abl

he Preéident{did\with‘a éSLOOO'tax
ng children énd_é $6,000 tax éredit
dfenlwithvspeciél‘néeds. ‘We want to
in the‘Balgncéd Budget Act, the/

e to give more support by increasing

~ Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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23

the per—child'tax_credit)

We also

wish to break.down racial barriers to

adoption. The Multi—Ethﬁic'Placemént Act,.which the

President signed

in 1994, is aimed at ending using race

or ethnicity or religion as a reason not to allow

adoption.
I think

the concerns was

back to that first'case I had. One of

that the foster mom was black and the

‘child was'mixed'race, and they didn’t think that was a

good placement, instead of thinking about what made for

a happy, stable c¢hild.

It’s something that we need to be sure we

always keep in mind, and if there is a way to place a

child with the same race or ethnic background, we

should 'do so, but it is not any longer to be an excuse

fof avoiding‘plaéement of a child.

'If we can find adoptive homes, I am very

hopeful that we will not be concerned so much about the

color of skin as

characterize Dr.

the character of family, not to

King. And if we do that --

(Applause.)

MRS. CL

INTON:

-~ I think we’ll be able to

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929-
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‘being addressed,

that it is, has ¢

place many more children.-

24

F3

We’'ve also tried to change the law to give

parents time off

for adopting a child, with the Family

Medical Leave Act, and to maintain the guarantee that

child protection

and adoption changes such as these

‘will not reduce funds for states that have to use other

funding for child welfare, child abuse, foster care,

and other services for children.

As I said at the'beginning,’this“is'a national

problem, and it

local 1eve1{;¢
There'’s

canvdecide what

in Los Angeleé.

Califorr

is one that ‘has been long overdue in

but that the legislation the President

‘signed, even as hopeful and significant an achievement

0 be implemented at the state and

no way somebody sitting in Washington

is best for a child here at Berkeley or

1ia has a particular stake in this

legislation, because California has about 100,000

children in foster care. That is a huge number. L.A.

County alone has

United~8tates in

10 percent of all the children in the

foster care.

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929




8/98D

10

11

12

13

14

15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

California not o

.County, and I kn

-8So 1if ¢C

unlikely that W§

system the way w

continue to lead

One.of

Child Welfare Se
commend. you, bec

being creative 1

children, and th

in enlisting mor
foéter parents a
éhow'that this h
met, which gives
that they can -tr
areas.

I don't
issue for us to
This is 6ne that

as a people,‘wha

That 1is true.for.

25

alifornia doesn’t get it right, it’s

will ever be able to deal with this
e should, but I'm hopéful that
nly has been getting it right, but will '

the real model programs is in L.A.

6w there are some people here from
rvicéS'in L.A. County, and I want to
ause you’ve made a big difference in 
h how to meet the needs of foster
roughrﬁhe public-private partnership,
e people outside of the system to be
na adoptive paregts, you’ve begun to
uge burden ;hat L.A;véounty-has can be
'hope_to people all-bver.the‘country

y to chahge the systems in their own

think that thére is any'moré important
féce than how we treat our children.
%eally tells.ﬁs.a lot,about who we are
t oﬁr‘Values a?é, what We care about.-

all of our'children, but it is

| - - Dliversified Reporting Services, Ihl:.

1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
* -WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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EAY Our mésé Yulnerable children.

Anyone who has ever worked with foster

children, abused

vulnerable and fi

and ﬁégleéted children, knows how

ragile they‘aie.

If you have worked with them through any-

program that is associatéd,with'the foster care system,

you are acting or

1 behalf of the*entire country, and'éll

who are adults in it, because we have entrusted you

with the rather awesome responsibility of trying to

help protect, guide,=educateuthese children.

But we have to do more. We have to. respect

these young people.

We have to give them thé love and

attention and discipline they deserve to have, so that

they, too, can look forwardfto a future of hope,

opportﬁnity,;and
will build their

WhenvI

can look forward to a time when they
own families.

was talking with the young people from

the California Youth_gonqgction; just a few minutes

ago, I .wish every one of you could have been in the

room, becéuse I think you would have been impressed and

proud of them as

T oo

(End side A, tape 1.)

Tiversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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‘for kids.

27

"MRS. CLINTON: == opportunity, as Tiffany just

-

asked, to tell me more about what you think I need to

be saying, what needs to be done, any kinds of

additional changéé.‘ We were able, finélly, to get a

piece of legislation through the'Cdngrésé, and the

President signed

And we

it last week:

hope it will make it easier and

hopefully gi&g more kids a chance to have permanency,

thereby going home or having, you know, a decision made

adoption and doi

'But tha
implemented,"sd
you about thihgs
want somebody 1i
else to bevéayin

| A PAﬁTI

for you to take

g.

done with the a%

we should be doing

ke me or, you know,

CIPANT: -Weli, what

the same‘leadership

going home and. then being frée for

ng a much better job at finding homes

t’s just a piece of paper if it’s not

we need some real guidancéifrom all of

and_whaﬁ you would

Carol or anybody -

we would like is

and -- that you’ve’

option initiative and try to initiate

some more (inauJible); Because the need for services

are needed for

inaudible).

(202) 296-2929
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| who has .any resp;

programs like tr

_:A PARTI
housing (inaudib
_MRS;'CL
turn 18, YOu’fe
do thechutvoff
"Goodb?e?"
A PARTI
have a court daﬁ

" MRS. CL

you or tqlhglply
‘A PARTI
(inaudiblé) hous
A PARTI

out of the syste

after you turn 1
(inaudible) tran

And'at

{inaudible).  Th

age of 21. They

28

CIPANT?i“(Inaudibie) like t:ansitional
ie). |

INTON;i‘So in other Wéras, Qhen'you
Dut‘of theHéystem;‘ I mean iitéraily,

and hand you your suitcase and say.

CIPANT: - You have é<c9urt date‘—— you
e and that’s iike the (inaudible).
INTON: And there’s litérally~nobody
ahsibility for staying‘invblved.with
ou. |
CT?ANT;AQEO. Maybe (inaudible) talk
ing'issue; |

CIPANT: Like, (inaudible) can kick us
m at the égé of 15, and if there are
ansitiOnalvhousing.where you can Qo

8 and (inaudible) ﬁrying:to~make
sition into an adult (inaudible).

the same time, that’s also assisting

you (inaudible) financial responsibility. .But a lot, of

ey keep kids -- foster kids until the

don’t kiék us out after you turn 18.

~ Biversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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'They havé a different (inaudible) like transitional

K

© A PARTICIPANT: - (Inaudible.) 'We're not even

decreésing that number (inaudible) society (inaudible) .

MRS. CLINTON: How do some of you end up in

college? Because
here of people wi

and things. How

> you'’ve gotvalvery impressive record
10 have gone and finished your éollege

did you”find_your way to do that?

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.) But that was a'

transitional. program.

That  was not a program that

|

taught (inaudible) how to be independent and you-cén’t‘

teach me how to I

He independént and be ready to be on my

own (inaudible) as well. I went out (inaudible)

because I wanted

do something.for

So I went to (inaudible) .

to get out of (inaudible). And just
myself”(inaudible).

After a>semesterf

during the holidays I was (inaudible). 'So I found a

place that ——‘it

(inaudible) .

was véry (inaudible) and I

I got a full-time job. I was

(inaudible). I decided to go back with a double major,

so I (inaudible) |

A PARTICIPANT:

Now I can’t stop;

Maybe you can (inaudible) tell

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W, SUITE 1250
"WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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them your experienéé‘(inaudibié)h

| A PARTICIPANT: Yeah.‘ I -;~"'p_a'rt of it, I V-—
my seniér yea¥;aione (iﬁaudible},véry’unstéble;“very
ﬁnheaithyf. (Ihaudibléf proéram«(inaudible) it helped’
me . If’s'a'start Qhen you think'of.everything that I
(inaudible). As far as’me Qoing to college, it was
because oﬁ some of'ﬁy jinaudible)’decided to heip and I

started to estab;ishva relationship outside of the

. 8/98D.
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lthem?

foster home.. And that helped me to become more self-

sufficient and (inaudible) responsible (inaudible) .

this day, I still have strong connections to those

peoplé who helpéd me.

To

‘MRS. CLINTON: How did you get hboked up with

A PARTICIPANT: Through the Iﬁdependent Living

Skills program.

~ MRS. CLINTON: The Independent Living Skills

program is run by the --

A PARTICIPANT: 1It's a welfare --

MRS. CLINTON: State and welfare system that’s

federally funded! but (inaudible) .

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible.)

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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vtovapply'for{: W

- MRS. CL

31

Sorry, you'(inaudible).

INTON :

A‘PARTICiPANT: (Inaudible.) -Yeah, on my 16-

year (inaudible)
(ihaudiblé)i'

(inaudible),"It

know that {inaud

‘(iraudible). My

how-you’re'going

A PARTICIPANT:

| (inaudible) becat

would peak when

MRS. CL

A PARTICIPANT:

I just thought -

was 15, I alread:

! I didn’t ask for iiké, a car or

I‘asked for (inaudibleY.A I -- you know,
needs to surface (inaudible). But I
ible). Because they know that

biggest_féar before 16 was (inéudible)‘
'to:suppoft'yourseyf (inaﬁdiﬁle}.

I wanted to say that my

1se I started at 15. I jusﬁithoughf I
t was'lG. |

INTON:‘FAnd‘what dées,that,mean today?
They had»kinaudibie) program,

- I started not when I was 16. When I

y knew that you have a few years to

prepare for (inaudible). ©Now at that time,'I Started

talking to people and the biggest thing for me upon my

(inaudible) because of the role models that I have of

people who were the independent (inaudible).

Had I not had them there. to support me, -to

|tell me how to fill out my (inaudible), what jobs not

hen I was in«high school; I had three

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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jobs. I never went to the prom, I never. went to the

(inaudible), all

I_dideas work‘and.(inaudible). At

14, maybe_l wouldn’t have had to work so much, but the

positive role. mo

dels that I had helped (inaudible)- for

my transition into adulthood.

‘When I

| people I know be

weren’t ready an
Everybody (inaud

MRS. CL
unique. I mean,

terms of your at

lot of these issues.

Why do the other
else is going'on
» A PARTI

lot of home care

They don"t -- they'lookv(inaddible).

(inaudible) .

turned 18, I lived on my own, I went to

college, I worked. And I can’t say that about a lot of

cause they graduated purposely so that

they could wait until their 19th birthday because they

i they didn’t have that early help.
ible) . . |

INTON: And what do you think makes the

‘difference‘betwé?n your experience -- because you are

not to me but unusually (inaudible) in
titude and your‘ability to deal with a .
éut Qhat makes the difference?
kids in a group home.graduaté? What
thefe? o

CIPANT: I think that a lot of times,:a
proviaed}(inaﬁdiﬁlé) foster homes.

Maybe somebody

And a lot of times maybe people need to

Biversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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33

'start'teéchingythe\kids out of their homes to be more

CIPANT: (Inaudible.) '

"IPANT: . Is that right?

A PARTICIPANT: In'addition to that, I can

understahd about

the (inaudible). ‘Butlluckiii for me,

“since I have my family background and (inaudiblé) in my
ffamily;'I’m‘alloWed~t0 do the things that I'm

,(iﬁaudiblei. Thére,are some:peoplé that (inaudible)

alinga;to do anything to prepafe to (inaudible) .

- They’re stuck in

kno&,»some of my
Transit
of}(inaudible) -

parent -- because

 (inaudible), something like that. You
friends (inaudible).
ion not only comes ({inaudible). A lot

. look at if on. to the state as the

> the state‘(inaudible)“for many, many

yeafé;A Then they turn around and say  (inaudible) .

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) to ask them about

to graduate just

concept as well;g

jinaudible){important,(inaudiblei‘just

to make it worthwhile (inahdible) some

There’s a lot of foster kids that are:

depressed. ‘I was one of7ﬁhé‘kidsAwh6 was depressed

while I was in foster céfé51 And- - so; you know,‘not

|- Diversified Bep'urtiilq Services, Inc. E
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being able just

“(inaudible) .

(inaudi

person (iﬁéudibi
A PARTI

A PAkTi

option is great,

(inaudiblej.'\A

up in three days|

celebrate (inaud

A PARTI

(inaudible) . (I

(inaudible)."An

(inaudibie) ﬁut
to gg.‘ I thougﬁ
I didh{t.;.Bu£ a
kigauaibié). 1
what I was going

"And so,

out in a couple:

college appiieat

34

to be in basic housing, whether or not

ble) that you mneed to develop to help a
e) .
CIPANT: (Inaudible.)

CIPANT: (Inaudible) -and I think an .

but if (inéudible).  Some kidS'want;to

"be adopted and someA(inéudibie).v Keep inlmind that

lot'@f time$‘jj>Th§hksgiving“is-coming
I don’t~have‘a placé to go. IAdon’ﬁ
ible) holidays. | |

éIPANTQ (iﬁaﬁdible)'tranéactions
haudible) established and reaily'of the
d I néverjthougﬁt I would be" |
when;she kiékedfmé out, I;had nowhere .’
£t I had somewhere to go, but in reality
fter the'(;naudible)‘objéct, I can.
haven}t reéllyfétaftéd getting into
to‘dé’(inaudible)[ | )
'knowiﬁg that I'was.éoing to be kicked/
of mopthé, ivstarted‘filling'but,

ions (:'Lzrtau,lcfiib‘le).~ . So that’s like why I
ﬂiversified ‘Reporting Services, Inc.
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say.now,(inauéible). So that’s like my housing.and so

iike, ﬁor‘thé'holidays} you know, I have tQ'try to see

“if I éan sfay at,aﬂfriena’s.house<¢;'(inéudiblé).

That’s like, my source of‘hdusing right now.

A PARTICIPANT: You should know that the
ihdividual'protocgls (inaudfblefu

A PARTICIPANT: To answer your question

1‘earlier, you,asked why'aré Qe<(inaudible) and I wanted

to say that I:wasn’tfso privileged_whenfI gét taken

becausefilwasn't like my two younger sisters. I would

have played in a|group home which~is really -odd to have

to view a group home because we’re like (inéudible).

But I wasn’t always -- I always :;'I never

wanted to go to school before,. but then I decided I
don’t liké’the'SGhObl that I weﬂt'th£0ugh,,”(Inaudible}

becaﬁSe’théfpebple-behindlmé did not have to go throﬁgh‘

éhé.same>problems; In-a>grgup-home}fi (inaudibie) kids

who are here‘also,fit’s'about who my big motivation

(inapdible) thére'S‘somebédQ*behind‘me (inaudible) one

‘or two things'that I had to go through when I turned

18. iAhd I waS‘afraid thatlihey wouldn’t be ready

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 .
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somehow, they sti

(inaudible). A 1

(inaudible) .

MRS. CLI

36

-

NTON: What’s happening with them now?

A PARTICIPANT: They are.in a place back home.

MRS. CLI

NTON: How ' did that work out?’

A PARTICIPANT: -Well, it’s working out because

(Inaudible) so I/
anymore, it’s -jus
(inaudible).

| . Més. CLI
concé?ps‘have you
other people? .T}

(inaudible) place

11 get independen# living.

m not Still worried about them‘
t I don’t.know-how they get
NTON: . What other kinds of issues and
heérd other kids talkingAabout oxr’
e‘sibliné issue is é'big issue

(inaudible). You’ve got more than

one child in a family being placed out (inaudible)

track of your sib

anybody else?

lings. Has that been an issue for

A PARTICIPANT: (Inaudible) my sister

(inaudible) . - It’

they’re younger (

MRS. CLINTON:

s really, réally hard and a lot of
ot of kids who have their parents when
inaudible) .

So it is all kids .--

A PARTICIPANT: Yeah, it’s (inaudible).

Diversified Beporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929.
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A PARTICIPANT: I have a twin brother who was

(inaudible) .

~ MRS. CLI

-

NTON: Really?

A PARTICIPANT: Except for (inaudible).

A PARTICIPANT: I think also, a lot of times,

I hear a lot‘offt

(inaUdible). Tha

mean;<I think tha
lot of parents (i
kids, " éaying'(in

A lot of
intentiqna}ly, bu

(inaudible).“Wé'

he kids say that they just want to

t’s the most (inaﬁdible). ‘Somebody
nxcounsel like, -they can hug -- I
t:that's‘reallyvimpqrtantl "I hear a’

naudible) "I deserve the best for my
audible) .-
times -- I don’t think they do it

t they treat it as if we were

re the (inaudible).

A PARTICIPANT: And in addition to that is

like, besides per
-- when I go home

my parents and al

like I stand for
mean, - I do thatf
But - like

(inaudible). And

manency -- I mean, people go home and
to my house -- I mean, I still love
1 this stuff. But (inaudible) it’s

sométhing I know how to do. So -- I

for some people, it’s like

it’s like there are ships and all the

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc..
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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be independent.

‘there to help? N

things happen in

(inaudible) . It/
are here (inaudib
didn'ﬁ do anyfhiﬂ
didn’t do‘anythin
MRS. CLI

foster care vérsg
answér té»ﬁhat?
| A'pARTic
'(Laﬁghté

A PARTIC

group home,.ﬁy la

pOSiti&e thing ab

some'things like
was ﬁhat it wésn'
the group that ac
school.A

I.was th

a paper and I .wou

play that réle th

38
s like Mom is hefe Monday, now friends
le).‘ And it’'s not fair;gybu know, I
g, none Qf)thésé people living hefe

g to deser%e'thisﬁ

NTON: What's your feeling ébout

s group homes? Doeslanybody’have an

IPANT: ’(Iﬁaudible.).

r.) E |

IPANT!' (Inaudibie) adolescent in a
ét place was (inaudible). ’The

out living in a group home is how to-

/It taught me to be more self-reliant,

that. And thé~negative impact on me
t support} I was the only person in

tually went to a traditional high

e iny one -- you know, I wouiderite
1ld want sémebody to.help me . AWhO's
obody. The independent living’skills
| Avlot of corfupt‘

at (inaudible).

group homes. ‘Yoﬁ,know;‘l could gobon

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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(inaudible).

‘that. And that’s

‘to (inaudible).

forever, but thos
I didn’'t feel 1lik
I don’t know J(ina

Because
level two, I got

point for getting

You livé-(inaudib

" MRS. ' CLI

39

And me as a teenager,.

-~

e (inaudible).
e i‘had -- I was trying (inaudible).
udible).‘ I.felt‘likell was

I wasn'’t oﬁ level thrée.whén I was.on
a point for waking up on time, I got-a
(inaudiﬁle).' You know,'sfuff like
no;'Qhat ﬁappens once you turn 18.

le). 1It’s not reality.

NTON: What happened to (inaudible)?

‘A PARTICIPANT: R He turned 18 and he went back

- MRS. CLI

A PARTIGIPANT: (Inaudible.)

to call and say,

"I'm pregnant. I

like that,_You know.

existent, and so,

(inaudible). Lik

NTON: (Inaudible.)

. I wanf a place
‘I don’t think (inaudible)," or like,
‘m going to‘have é baby," or something
Because my family is non-

to be able to go to a foster home

e, just haven’t been feeling:

(inaudible) biological (inaudible).

A PARTICIPANT: I think that (inaudible) and’

I’m-(inaudible) t

he middle of it right now (inaudible) .

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE; N.W. SUITE 1250
"WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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‘and that and look

MRS. CLI
A PARTIC
live with my fam;

I didn’t want to

money (inaudible){

(inaudible) . To
(inaudible). .Or.
(inaudible).." -~ (I

40

NTON: What do ysu mean by ‘that?
IPANT: Well like, bepaﬁ;ewmy -- 1

ly (iﬁaudible) like ﬁy grandmother And
dweil~oﬁ iﬁ.k So I-didn’t have enough

And when I needed -- I don’'t know

be like my mother, Ifd_always

I said, "Oh, I should have got those

naudible) a mom and daughter that“can'

talk about their boyfriends or anything that

Cinaudible)f

~And now

we feel that plea
communication. W

up. They'’re only

town. (Inaudible.

‘ But at ¢t
tomorrow; I mean
have td‘say, JWel
‘“Well,.you ha%é £

can’t takg it any

A PARTIC

going for us is if it;s}the way that
éufe'sométimes that‘we have to‘fake
e have to (inaudible) don’'t give thét._,
_yOuﬁg and loving and (inaudiblef this
%ng-at us. . They gaid‘(inaudible) my
)
he same time, méke sure (inaudibleﬁ
, they can gét méﬁ‘étvus or tﬁey“déﬁ’t
1, you hé?e.a sevén*d%y.nétice.“ ’
ive days with the child because I
more."  (Inaudible.)
IPANT : I;think_aléo, a lot Qf timési
'l]iVersifviéd ‘Repoiting Servicés, Inc.
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'same parents can

| big system that ¢

you're.trying‘to

you see us -- we

{inaudible) foste

mean, not all th?
| o _¥
system. A lot of

Being, not evéryb

(inaudible) .

MRS. CLI

41
appear to be_ver?, very gtréng. And
r kid'sysﬁem as a (iﬂauaible). I
time ever?body is in the foster care
them'take,you as just (inaudible).

ody who come out strong and not

| everybody came in strong also. And so I think

NTON: How could we do a better job of

it? Of course, you’re right. You know, kids are not

put out by cookie

cutters, you know, and it doesn’t

matter where they live and what kind of circumstances;

they’re different.

You know, in a family grouping, the

have three kids; they’'re all

different. So every child in foéter'care'is all

different, You &

nd your twin are différent,‘you know.

How do we create more of a sense within this

individually? WH

thoughts about th

A PARTIC

(inaudible). So

hildren should be treated more
ether yoﬁ're in the syétem now or
hel§ and chaﬁgé it, you have any
at?

IPANT: Well,‘I work for a foster

lwe go through (inaudible) about

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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‘gay attire, I can

‘worlds, yeah;.how

42

permanent (inéudible)‘spend'time with our foster

parents.

I'spendha greatvdéal of time -- tonight‘we’re

‘ having a Thanksgiving dinner for 150 foster kids

(inaudible). (Inaudible) and those are the ones that

will be -- to:say,

everything else,
But if v

say, "Well, now ¢

"I just can’t deal with it."™ The .
't dealvwith that,.bAttitﬁdeiénd‘
(inaudible) . "

ou don’t‘7;¢if we give up on them, we
ave the'wgrld" and théy save seven

great. “And it’s those experiences

that made us who |we are and we have to give them that

moment . We can’t
.80 our e

back, they;ré,not

They give themhba

turn our backs on them. (Inaudible.)
xperiences and being able to move

going to -- foster care (inaudible).

d credit (inaudible) .

A PARTICIPANT:

I think é big -- one of my big

(inaudible) was that,when they coﬁtinue to (inaudible)

what‘you have. W
Either ybu.are_(i
things that other
(inéudible){ In

everything else a

hen they’re going up (inaudible).
naudible). :Like, to be able to do
foster care -- I never would have
ever went, I Was_embafrassed and

nd I was not able tovmove on with m?
Diversified Repurtinq Services, Inc.
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1ife, until (inau
"Look, you know, |

And‘otha
fos;ér:cafe at 15
to school thenf 
biggest thing was

counselors three

strict rules of n

‘relationship, you

"But the
‘have that re}étio
It did. -"They (in
Sust wroté (inaud
ééys, you'knpﬁ,vg
how can‘ﬁhey (ina
conﬁect beﬁtef th
‘then let theﬁ'mék

"{inaudible) .

43
dible), you kno&é came to me and éaid,
yog{re your own personnﬂ

r people would say,'fLook,‘I was in

, " oand Qhatever: And I was able to go
(Inaudiblei mysélf hapﬁy now. The
(inaudiblé), you‘kﬂbw,iwe have

days on, th'days'off, and have thgéé
ot -- you dan'ﬁ have these big

know, and that kind of thing.

people who went out of their way to
nship‘with~me made an impact on me.
audible) go to my graduation and they
ibla); And'I don’t care what anybédy
hen‘yoﬁ find that oné ﬁefsop,ll mean;'
udible).‘ Maybe one counselor i can

an the way Albert can connect, but

e that connection and.help that person

MRS. CLINTON: What -- say that again?

A PARTICIPANT: A lot of (inaudible)

situation. (Inau

dible.)

A PARTICIPANT: Down the road, there’s another

Diversified Beporting Services, Inc.-
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
‘WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
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there (inaudible

1 that's what scare

44

(inaudible) which has the parents. The parents

(inaudible). Eve

leave, théy take
like it’s such a
things that’s out

make you feel par

rything there is (inagdible)'ié down
| And on the weekends when théy
(iﬁaﬁdible); And it makes it feel
ﬁerfect‘soiuﬁion. Theré'sljust'somé
there‘thaéﬂaon’t Kinaudible),'don’t
t of it.

‘s because of stereotypes, just like

And that
everybody else will say. Before, I was the shyest
person of anybody, you know, and -- you know, now I

thank my mom beca
do what you can,

(inaudibie) her ¢

use I was (inaudible) go out there and
make a difference (inaudible). And I

n that. But I don’t think part of me

(inaudible). That’s me. I'm me. I'm part of

(inaudible). But

(inaudible),

, yOu’know’(inéudible). You know,

s me is being around my friends and

A PARTICIPANT: I.think I have (inaudible).

Because I have (i
sometimes they (i
have them, you kn

way.,‘Well; they

naudible). ‘And now,I’m.do;ng weli, 50
naudible) break the law. They cannot
ow, they can not take them a certain

can not take us to the (inaudible).

Diversified Reporting Services,. Inc.
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of the way.

.a word in.
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And they do it because they just want. to get them out

’MRS.~CLINTON: And they also know, as all of

you know, it’s suggested that if you don’t have a

positive relationship with some mentor or role model or

somebody thaﬁ you like that'’s going to give you that

sense of who you

are and what you can do and, you know,

you’'re going to be really in a much harder place.

Because it’s hard ﬁo‘make,an identity for yourself if

you don’‘t have ar

~ And it -:

ls very sad t§ me that we have

and regulations that try to‘prevent’that human

and relationship

from developing.‘ That is the

answer for anybody’s growing-up issues.  Every

those kind of problems.

1ybody there helping you along.

rules
contact
best

kid has

A PARTICIPANT: I think we have time for one

more statement from one person.

MRS. CLI

'NTON: (Inaudible) been trying to get

A PARTICIPANT: I have two things. I just

have to give ?Qu

this book. I got it as a gift. This

book is teenage boys who were foster kids and it'’'s

Miversified Reporting Services, Inc.
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have been alive.
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actualiy written by féster'kids and (inaudible)'foéter

-

kids. And yoﬁ'can'have it;. Thét can givé you more
insight‘on whét we’reytalkihg about today. |
(Inaudible.)

MRS. CLINTON: Thaﬁ'shgieat. I have not. seen
this before. I really appreciate iﬁf

A PARTICIPANT: Also, Mrs. Clinton, we as

students -- we‘have‘some'(iﬁaudibléf here. We hope for
you to come to any one of them ﬁhat we‘have {inaudible)
information énd.(inaudibie);

MRS. CLINTON: That’s a great idea. wWell,

maybe if Carol or somebody cah get me the information
about it, I would really like that, because part of

what -- you know, I’ve been working in and around the

foster care system for —-‘well, longer than any of you

(Laugﬂt?r.)

MRS. CLINTON: Which is daunting. But I had
my first caseAés a law student representing a fostér
mom who wanted to adopt a child whb haa been‘plébed‘
with her. Bﬁt ﬁhey were of 'a different race,’ahd it’s

the issue that we are trying to solve. And the foster

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2928
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.  ‘1‘ mom was older. She was about my'ége,' which, at that
’2v time when T was in law school, I thought .was real old.
3. ,She, was.about‘_ 50, And the little girl ‘was about 4.
4 . | » But shel had beénwith the foster mom for three
5 years and in thosev days, there x;vere S you know, these
6 'hard‘and fast rules. I méan, as hard as it might be to
-7 .‘,believe, it’s a little ‘bétt;e‘rin”many ways to.day than
'8 | it was then. And so, the .st‘atet wouldn’t let her even
9: app‘l? to- be an adoptive mother. I fep‘fesented_ .her as a
10 lawyer in’ LegalA'Aid and we f;omight'itl all the way to the
il Supreme Court and the stt,ate of .Connet:ticut.
. '12 ‘ ‘ ' Because |we made the ar’gﬁment that, you know,
| 13 | this little girl [had bonded with this mother, that
14 .’there was no reason to takethis ‘chiid away. Yes, the
3.5 o mother was -- yéu'know, she wasn’'t well off, she wasn"t
16 rich. But shé hadva .fine.hbme and everything that
17 anybody needs to |grow ﬁp’ in..:
lé -~ And they took the little girl away )and' théy
19 put her with '---'she was of mixed race and the fostéf.
T 20 mom,'Was black and ﬁhey }_.Jut'l her in with a white family
21 a.nd‘you know, the family the'y put her with in the
g 22 .suburb>s was, you |know,’ wealﬁhy and all tihaﬁ stuff. And
.‘ ' ' | ‘hiversified Reporting Services, Inc.
' 1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. SUITE 1250
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
(202) 296-2929
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~support it. And

it really infuriated me. I mean, you know, I’'ve been

driven by that for all these years now, more than 25

told me, is that, you know, what you need is that

‘years. Because what I saw, as what each of you has

48

chance to develop that relationship and to have it and

sense --

"(End sic

e B, tape 1.)
* ‘* * % *»
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