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, Thank,you for this awar9,. I tJve received some wonclerful tbirigs'in the last few days'~-

including a whit. goat - bllt this .~ is ~Jy~ beoause it cOmes from ~e of 
, " , " I . ,~ ,', , 

you who work on the frontlines,of ~ucation, who have committed yo\U'Selves to expanding the 
. I' , . '. 

circle of opportunity for all ourChild!ren. 
, I 

I 

I
I 

" " 
J want to say a special word of thanks 10 Mayor: Daley. Not only for the wonderful ' 

, , j "" ' , "• 
i 

-birthday celebration he and the, peo~le ofChicago put on yesterday, but also, for what he, Paul ' 
",' 'J " 

Vallas and others have done torenJ., public education in this lP"eat city. • ' 
" -I, 

I 

i 

I must. cOnfess, 1was a Jiitl"inorvous abollt co.,,;,;g .hOre. Then I remembered that Cbelsea . 

; I '. - '. 
appemed berore the College Board last year. So J talked to her this weekend and she gave me 

" ' I'" ' 

'some advice: "~on't worry. Mom. Ifyou' messup, you can al';ays come back in six months and 
, , ',,', 

, they'll only coUnt your hlgher'scoJ:,: . 
, "~I 

, ,: I " , 
. ,.':., .! '. ; ' 

She also insist~Jwrite thJ speect! \'lith a Nuinber 2 penciL. ....., I . . .\. 
:\? 
!.' 
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1 want to talk: 'With you today about how we can raise educational standards so that 

America's children will master the bas~cs ~d ~ch.bigh levels ofacbievement. .' ',. 
" .' 	. \. '.' . , 

, 	 . \ I., ", 

As I watched and listened to thr AP Scholars we honored a few moments ago, I could not 

'.' 	 ,i,. . . , '. , 
help but think that they are here, in part. because ofparents, teachers. friends, and mentors who·'. '" I ' . . , 
cared ~ough about them to encourage Ithem to set ambitious goals for themselves and then to try

, I . 
and reach those, goaJs. 

1 
I 
I 
i 

I 

'. . In the last few days, as! have ~een propelled down memory lane-:Dot always willingly, . 

I might a.dd -- i have seeD or re~~d lYOfthe people who cared enough about me to ask me ., ' '., I .' . . , ' 

to do a 'little better. these people set educational standards that enabled me to get where I wanted 

, 	 , I, ' . 

• 	
, ! 

to go. I'm sure just about everyone herd this afternoon bas sim.il.ar memories; 

. . . I .... .. 	 . 
'I'hope someone here ~ old~oJgh to rememberwhat it was like in the days and months

.' . .!, '. ". . ", . 
after the Soviet Union latmched sputIlik. President Eisenhower asked us all to m~t the challenge 

, ' . ' I'" " .' 

posed by the space race. He called for higher math and science performance standards. And\ I . 

, America'responded. New classroom eq~pment waspurchllsed: Our patents demand~more 

from us. We felt when we walkedinto oL classroom that education was a natio~al cause. 
, 	 I' 

I .I 
I 

Well, the Cold War is over, but i~ many ways education is mOre important than ever. In 

fact, the~ is no more important commo~ enterPrise. 

. .. ,., \ ' 

2
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.' I',' .... 
Education is essential to the health of our de1llocracy. for a democracy's success is• conti~gent on citize~ with the ability tmake~ormed choices. ' 

I .. 
. I 

,I . 
Education is crucial to building civil society. for a Civil society depends on learning to 

. 'I 
i ,

live with, tolerate, and respect those whom we will Ilever, ina million years~begin to understand. 

Education is central to the success ofour economy, for economic growth depends on a 
. I . 

skilled workforce. Education is tlrebri~ht line that divides those who make it from those who do 
, . 1, . 

not,. By the Year 2000 in our country, for example, 89 percent of the new jobs created will 
. , . .' 

,', " 

require post-high-school education. 

'I ' 

It COUld'not be clearer: A counb.,s s~cceS$ rests largely on i~ ability to, educate its• people -:- to give tbem1hetools theyL to live up to !he;r God-siven promise . .• . .. . .... I .. .... c,.. .. " 
'. " .. , , .", ..' . 

" ,., I ' ' " ' 

That challenge is more daunting than ever before­

. I' , 

I 
'. I, . 

.This year. we have the ~gest 'class 'Of students in America., ever - 52 million children. 

This year, we have tl}e most ~verse student bodrin om. history. Five s~hool districts in 
I ' 

America _. including Chicago's 1...... have children from mOJ:e than .}00 different racial and ethnic'I . . 
, . . . 'I '. . '.' 

groups. Andthat number is groWing. We have enonilous school districts and small ones; And 

.' 
.. ." . '.'. . 

somehow~ we expect them all to give our children aworld'!'Class education. " 

3' 
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This is why my husband 'bas1in place the, lIlO9t c:omprebens;ve education"genda in. ' 

generation., His goal is sweeping but Lghtforward ~ to see to, it tbt every 8-year-old can rea~ 
, \ ", ',,' ',,' , , " 

every 12-year-old can log on to the Inrmet,every 18-year-old'can go on to college, and every 
I ' 

adult can keep Oil leianiiJg. ' i :, " 
l 

, ,\ ' 

, 'To that end. the ba1anced·bti9.g~t agreement 'which the ~esident signed ~ summer 

contains the largest new investment in11edUca!ion since 1.965. " ' , 

\ , 

We are expanding Head Start tJ reach one million children a year; hooking up'our 

clasSrooms to the Internet; and kicking off the America Reads program to mobilize a huge 
, 

number~ofvolunteers,especially colleg~ studentsand,young AIIieriCorps team leaders. to ~e 
, " ' " ,',I" ' ' 

~ that all o~ ~hildre~ can read indeJendently by 3rd grade. ' 

I 

, , We are opening the doors ofCollege 'wider than ever before, with mQre Pell Grant ' 
, , " ' ' '\ " ," " " , '.,' , 

scholarships and work-study slots, the $:1,500 a year HOPE Scholarship tax credit for the first· 

, ' "\ 

two years of college. and tax cuts and educatiol1 IRAs to help students pay for the cost ofthe" " , " ' I . . " ' 
junior and senior years, graduate school land other training. ' 

This is a strong record. And it is one myhusbarid is determined to build o~ especially at 
, . . .' 

the primary and secondary school levels. The President has focused the national spotlight on . 

J 

early learning and child c~. He is wprkf,ng to inject more competition and choice 1nto the public. 
:r' \ . 

school system. I 
I 

• 
,4 
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He is ~pporting local initiatives like Jcbool uniforms. after-school and summer school programs 

'. that willhring safety, discipline, ~~ll~ to our ~iuldren'~ lives. A~d be is leading the fight
I' 	 . 

.0. 

,! 

. . I. .' 

to set hi~ SAAd&ds in eleJ1lentary and second..a[y; education and to meaSure student performance 


'. . I ". 	 ," 
'. 	 . 

. againSt those standards. 	 : . 
! 
i 

I would like to speak about thill,S! effort. , 

. "I 	 . \ 

. In 1989, my husband was one if the governors to meet with President Bush at theI . , 
University of Virginia to articulate six national educational goals. As he likes to say, he was the 

. "desipted hitter'~ for the Democrats. I .' 
. . 	 I 

. The goals spelled out at Charlottesville were a success. Many -- from XX to XX - are 

improving edUClllion ~ aU levels acros!s AD1eri~ [",Ike: which goals should we cite?] . , 
I 

I 
I. . 

However. when the goals werelwritte:n it ~as assumed that the United States would also .' , 

. . j -' 

develop a nationally recognized system ofstandards for testing our children. This system would .' .' 	I 
" 

' , 
. 

.' 
. 

" . . 
tell us whether or not we ~ere on the rigbttrack.' 

. I 
. 0 • • • 

, 

. I'. 0.. ,. ­

. . . 

. That hasn't happened yet. Unlike most of the industrialized world, we still do not have 

national, standardized tests. As aresulL we don't really know whether· every child in every . 

classroom kqows what he or she ~.oedJ, to know in math and in basic language skills. There are 

lots of tests in America 

• 	 5 
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But there is no examination that'says! Here are the sta.nd~ds that everyone should kDow in . . '. I " . 
, I 

language or mntb., and here is a test tliat reflectS those standards.• I, '. ', ' 

I 
I ' 

, I~ is forthis reason that the PrLident issued a challenge in the State o;the Union. He 

called on all of the sm:tes to 'set dgoroL standards with nationaltests in 4~gnide reading and 8th 
, " . . \. '.' , 

grade math to make sure our children ptaster the basics. . , " ': . ., . 

. j . • 

These tests will enable us'to J sure that We have set benchmarks ofexcellence fo~ our , I 

children:. After all, 'there is no differenk between algebra in Chicag~ and algebra in Chattanooga. 
, , , I,· 

, There is no difference between readin~ in Denver and rea.c.ti.ng in Dallas. 

I 

I 

. . So far, theP..,.id..rt has =+! 

,:",ng support for this initiative. Already, seven states 

and 15 big city school districts, representing 20 percent of the nation's students, have chosen to .' , .' I '. ' "" . 

offer the voluntary tests. I am proud t1\at Chicago is among them. These states and school 

districts are in g~od company, They Jve b~enjoined by~the D~fense DepartmentSchools,.which 
.' ,'. . . \ " ' . 

educate 115,000 children a year, and1 up • system about the size of th<! Delaware's. 

. . I 

The President's. initiative is alsb supported .by leading educational.orga.n.il.atlons, from the 
. I . . " . 

America!l Federation of Teachers to'thb National Educarlon Association. It is s~pported by the 
. ! " ' 

business community, ·from the ChamJr of.Co~ercetOthe Business Roundtable. And', most 
. . I· . :.... . 

important ofall, it is supported by the American people. 
. .' .. \ . I . .' . 

", . 

• 
I' 6 

I 
I 

I 
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• T believe Americans have jo~~d together to support these tests for several reasons . 

\ 
\. . 

First, they kDow iliat the, tests\are voluntary. The Presideot has called fQr ~lunw,:>' 
. 0..· ,I . , 


mitioilal standards 10 be carried out at the ~ leveL 
. , .' , . '. I 

. . I. . ' . 
. \ ..' ' . 

Second, they understandl~ the federal govenmiellt will not develop or administer the 

tests. That wiU be done by the indepldent,biP~isan N~onal Assessmen~ Governing Board, . 
. 1 . \, . ". 

• 0 .' " I' . .' 
. established. byC;ongress over 20: yeari ago. The federal govei:nment and the Depart:m.ent of . 

Education will only Pay fcir the exam 8nd help states and school districts who need it. to give it. 
o· I '. . 

That will be the limit of federal ~volJement. 
I 

.. third, un1ike Other tests, theser area revolutionlll)' teacl!ing ~ooi. They are meant IQ 

be constructive, not punitive. Let me explain why. ' . 
. I .'• 

I 

The new voiuntary tests will provide individual student scores based on national and . . , r, 
, t " '. 'tI­

international comparisons. This will tell parents and teac~ers what their qhildren should know 
' . 

and be; able ~ \ .;". . . '..do in~th grade reading fld 8th grade math. ' 

,. 
'\ 

. \ , '. . . 

What's more. teachers and ~nts will):now precisely whe~ea child needs improvement.·'
'. ,I . . . . 

1 • '. 

Not only will1hey be able to see how ~child fared on· an individual question, theyWi.ll also have 

at their fingertip.s tb. entire test, Whicl}m be released in fuJi on the Internet ailerilis 

ndnruus~ed. I 

• 
.7 
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, '• This way, families· and schools will Jave all the in~ormation they need to pinpoint what areas 

need ~ork ~ what. child muSt dolto imptovc. waddition to getting the completed ~ 
teache~ vwill receive supplemental inbctt,'onal materials. Entire classes will be able to review a 

',' ,. ' . ,:",. 1 ' . . 
'. ' 

test together-- a first in large-scale ~sti:ng. 


" ! 


, . 
, . 

And teacbersand parentS will receive test scores within the same school year. That means 

, , I. .' ,
students can work on r,aising their skills immediately. Prccioustime will no,t be lost -- waiting 

. '. .' . . ,'.. I'" ' . 
out a summer or getting up to speed fth a new teacher. . 

. : 'I . 

ne.. is • substantial diff.lbetween this ~ and, saY. the N®on& ~ssment 
I ' . 

ofEduclltional Progress, which tests ~yrepresentative samples ofsmdents and gives scores 

• 
only by school district. 1 '. ' , ..........' . 


! 

Fourth, the time has come to say. once and for all, that it is wrong-headed to attempt to 
. I . . . ,

I ' . 

build self-esteem in our children by J,sing up on challenges. We are not doing'oUr,'yo~a people 
, I ' "~ 

any favors by asking thcmto do less than they are capable of. Kids do well when they know what 
I ' ,

'I ". . 
to aspire to and that the standards. are fair and equally applied. I " 

! 

1 , 

. I becainein:volved in eduCatiobaI reform in Arkansas in 1983, when my husband asked, . 

me to chair a 'committee that would mLe recommendations for improving Arkan~' s edu~tion . I' 
I 

system. 

I 

• 8 
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• .' "1 . ~'. ' 	 " 
" • "1 • 

..' • "'. .' ". ,.,',': '. ' to' 

• 
, After abnost 15 years ofinvol~~ent, I am convinced that the biggest obstacles many students . 

. " ·1, 	 . 

. face in ieaming are the low exp~ta~nswe hElve ofthem an~ their schools, what Secretary of '. 

,Educatio~ Richarcl Riley rightlycanJ, ~a ~y of low expectations." The metis, low-income , 

.and mlIlOritY students are COnsistentl~ ancitragicaJly held back by the widespread and mis~en 
" '.' . .; [ 	 . .', " . " 

belief that students from these backgtoUnds cannot l~arn to the same'hiaih levels as other, more " . 	 I 

I
advantaged students. 

, ~ou at the College Board knJw better than just about anyone that this 'is a dangerous 
. " 	 I" 

mythology. And you see it co~tere~evetyday in Equity 2000. 	 ' . , 	 i 
, 1 

I wrote about Equity 2000 in Lbook, ltTwaVillage. In pHotprojects around tho • 

country, students ~ere given access t6 at least two years, ofcollege pteptUutoI)' mathematics 
, " .' . ,.[ " 	 ,'.. ,,' ".' , , 

before graduating from high school. fbat did these Students do when faced with tough, rigorous • 
I 

, , i ', ' 
math classes? They signed up. They chose to be ~th teachers who expected more of them. And 

they suCceeded. WithEquity 2000. Jath sc~~haye gone up. Thi~ initiative demonstrates' .'. 

clearly that minority students can ~ at tho same lev~ls as their peers. I applaud the College 
, ., 1 	 ' . , . , 

, 	 . ,. , .' . '. 

Board's SUllpOrt for this initiative an~ 18m delighted to learn that it continues'to grow. 
• 	 ,I ! ' . 

I 
I 
I 

I 
Other studies and programs yield similar results; , . . ,I ' " .' 

. , 	 ,. ' 

I 

One year after insti~tin~ a prbgram ofhigher standards and to~gh tests, PhiladelphiaI . . , 

students made significant ~ains in relding: math and science at the 4th. 8th, and' 11th grades. 

9 
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I 

• They were able to achieve these impLSSiVe gains at the same time that stud~t participation in . 

, the tests increased substantially- inllUding among students from'lOW-income families, students 

. with disabilities, and students with ulted English skillS.' .' . . . '.. . ,... .. 
• . . I 

1, . '. 

, There's a similar story from,~ilwaukee. whcre()nly 21 percent ofth~ schaol d~trict~s 
11 th grade students initially passed a rigorous mathematics proficiency examination required for 

bigh school graduation. The next ye,., students, teachers, and the community,including business 
• - I . 

groups, worked togetheTto helpstud~ts pass the tests, by provicling special classes before and . .' .' .. ' I: .' . :'. , .. . .:' 
: . ..'. 
after school and onSarurdays. As arCsult, 98 percentof the seniors in the class of 1996 passed, 

the test. ..... '1'· ." ..... , ,.' 

. .1 .

.' I . . . . 

• 
[Could also mention TIMSS test, This )lear, our 4th graders scored well above the 

international average in math andSCiLce. Thefew thousand children who tab the test;"e 

.represerr-,arive by race, region. andiJome o/the American student bod,y -onceagain . 

demonstrating that ifyou seJ a high stln~ra: our children can meet it.) 

~ In short,' cbalJenBing national rdardsand tests will help raise expectations for all our 

stUdents in the basic skills. They will provide parents and communities with accurate~ reliable 

information about stud~nt and school kfo~ce.Tbey will make it impossible for schools to 
. . I . . 

bide inadequate performance 8nd'tod~imthat students and schools are performing satisfactorily . ,. ,,' . . . I . . .' 
when they are not. 

• 
,'·10. 

'\ 
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Aruithoy will helli mobilize parents LcommunitY leaders in serious national, state aiJd local .• efforts to raise studellt achievement Lthe basics, incl~ding through the commitment of '. 

additional, needed re~ources. 

We know that"not everyone ".'ill do well on these tests the first time around and that some 
" I 

. will need extra help to master the b~ic skills. But comparetbis to the alternative -- a generation'
l' . " 

that will never be given the opportwrity, never be asked to live up to its God-given promise. 

That is why I hope you will jJinwith the Presid~t in this effort. Last month; the Senate 
, ·1 - . , . . . . . . 

. ,,' . 

voted overwhelmingly",:" acrosspart'Yj lines -- to endorse voluntary t~. Unfortunately. the 

House ofRepresentatives voted.the ~erway.;Thope you will encoUlage the mti.t:£ Congress to

• support this ~tfort. As the Presi~ent~ said, "IftheIe's one p1acepolitics ought to stop in . 
.. . .,. . .', 1 . . . .. : .... 

" 

' 

America, it's at the schoolhouse'door. tI And if there'5 o~e place we need to start with our efforts 

to renew American education,' iHs wi~l~Oluntary. innovative. constructive national ~ests that 

'Nill enable our children to leam'the bL~s and prepare for the new world ofpromise that awaits . . .' I' ." . .
them. .' . ,'. " : . . ..... . . ' 

'. "" 

11 .•,' 


