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Thank you for this award. I hzjave received some wonderful thjngs in the last few day -

including a white goat — but this award is pamaulaxly mmnngful because 1t comes from those of
K
you who work on the ﬁ-ontlmes of educa’uon, who have commmed youmelv&s to expandmg the

circle of opportunity for all our chﬂc{’ren
o .
‘ B
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|
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I want to say a spccml word of thanks to Mayor Daley Not only for thc wonderful
| ”bmhday celebratmn he and the: peopjlc of Clncago put on yesterday, but also far whaa: he, Paul -
Valles and others have dgne to rene\{v pubhc cducanon in this great cuy. |
1 must confgs’s, [ was a\iiﬁle nervous about commg here. ’I’hen I remembered that Chelsca _

‘appeared before the College Board ast year So I talked to her tl'ns weekend and she gave me

some advice: “Don’t worry, Mom. If you Iness up, you can always come back in 51x manths and

‘93

they’ll only count your I:;ig,herfséor;!:.4

|

 She also insisted [ write mc} specch with a Nuriber 2 pencil.
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poscd by the space race. He called for higher math and science perfermance standa:ds And

I want to ta]k with you today about how we can rmsc educat.tonal standards so that

Amcmca s chﬂdrcn wi]l master- the bamcs and reach h1gh 1cvcls of achlcvcmcnt

- As I watched and listened to the AP Scholars we houorcd afew moﬁlents ago, I could not

3

help but thmk that they are here, in part. because of parents tcachers, fncnds and mentors who

cared enough about them to encourage ‘thcm to set ambmous goals for themselves and then to try

and reach ;hose, goals. o !
t
!

, In the last few days, as I havc b‘ecn propellcd down memory lane - not always wﬂlmgly, |

I rmght add -- I have seen or recaﬂcd many of the peOple who cared enough about me to ask me
todoa httle better These peoplc set educatlonal standards that enabled me to get where I wanted

to go. I'm sure Just about everyone here this aftemoon has similar memories,

| I hope someom here is old cnough to Iemcmber whax it was hke m the days and months

| a.ﬂcr the Sov:et Union latmched Sputmk. Premdent Elsenhower asked us all tc meet the challenge '

3

: Amcnca responded New classroom equ;\pment was purchased. Our parents demanded more

Lot

fmm us. We felt whcn wc walked mto our classroom that education was a national cause,

|
!
b

Well, the Cold War is over, but i\p many ways education is more important than ever. In

- . fact, there is no more irnportant common enterprise.
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. Educanon is cssenual to the health of our democracy. for a democracy S suocess is

' cohnngent on citizens with the abxhty tlo make mformed choices.
A | o

Education is crucial to building civil society, for a civil saciety depends on learning to

Jive with, tolerate, and respect those whom we w111 never, in a million years, begin to understand.

Edncanon is central o the success of our economy, for economic ngth dependson a

skﬂlcd workforce Educanon is the bright line that dmdcs those who make it from those who do
not. By the Year 2000 inour country, for example, 89: pqcmt of the new Jobs created will

reé;uﬁe post-high-schbol education.

. _ - It could not be clearer: A country’s success rests 1argeiy on its ability to educate its
pecpie — to give them the ‘tvc':ols they need to live ﬁp to theu God-given promise |

H

* That challenge is more daunting than ever before. |

o This year, we have the largést cla§s of Sfudents in America, ever — 52 million childrexi.‘

- msyear, we have thé IilOSt d%verse student bodym our hi#t:ory. Five séhédi districts m
America -- including Chicago’s — halzve children ffom more than 100 different racial and ethnic
' groﬁps. And that number is groWing‘.'l?\{'e ‘htajve enérmougséhool distaicts and small ones;‘-AmAi’,A 1 _
. somehow, \&c' ckp_ect them all tokéive/ our childreﬁ a worki-.:class edlixcation |

R <
‘ *
, '
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 school system.
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’I‘hxs is why my husband has put. in place the most comprehensive educanon agenda ina

genetatxon His goal is sweeping but sltrazghtforward to see to it that every 8-ycar-old can read,

L every 12-year-old can log on to the Infemct, every ls-yevar-oldvcan go on to college, and cvery

adult can kcep on Ieammg

e
|

To that cnd the balanced budget agreement which thc Premdent signed last summer

contams the 1argcst new mvcstmcnt in ‘educanan since 1965,

It

We are expandmg Head Stan t(i) reach one mxllmn children & year- hookmg up mrr

classrooms to the hternct and kxclcmg off the America Reads program to mobilize a huge

' numberfof volunteers especmlly collcgc students and young Amchorps team leaders, to make

sure thar all our chxld:ren ¢an read mdeplendcntly by 3:rd grade.

*'Weé are opening the doors cf c'oliege wider thanAever Beforé with more Pell Grant

schola.rshxps and work-study sIots, the 81, 500 a year I-IOPE Scholarshlp tax credn for the ﬁrst

’ two years of college, and tax cuts and cducatmn IRAs to help studmts pay fcr the cost of the

i
i

jumor and senior years, graduate school *ami othcr trs.mmg.

This is a strong record And 1t is one my husband 18- determmed to bwld on, cspccxally at

the primary -and secondary school lcvels

‘The Pres:dent has focuscd the nanonal spoth ghton

i
early leammg and chﬂd care. ‘He is ‘working to mject more competmon and chmce fnto the pubhc

LA
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Heis suppomng local initiatives hke s‘chool uniforms, aﬁer-school and summer school pmgrams

that will brmg sa:fety, dxsczplme, and learmng to our clnldxen s hves And hg is le g;gg 1he ﬁg}n

T would fike to speak about this last effort.

. . ]
" In 1989, my husband was one ?f the govemors to meet with President Bush at the

L Umvemty of Virginia to amculatc six|national educatmnal goals. As he likes to say, he was the -

‘ ‘“desxgnated hitter” for the Democrats. P '

. The goals spelied out at Charlottesville were a success. Many -- from XX‘ to XX - are

improving education at all levels across America. [mike: which goals should we cite?] .

However, when the goalé were | written it was assumed that the Umted States would also

!
dechOp a natxonally Iecogmzed systcm of standards for testmg our chlldren T}us system would

tell us whether or not we were on the nght track.
" That hasn’t happened yet. Unlike most of the industrizlized world, we still do not have
national, standardized tests. As a result, we don’t really k!iow’ whether eifery child in every
classroom knows what he or she needs[ to knbw- in Vmath and in basic language skills. There are

lots of tests in America.
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| ‘ But there is no examination that: says . Here are the standards that everyone should know in

language or math, and here is a test that rcﬂects those stgndaxds.
R

| Ii is for this reason that the Pfésidént issued a challenge' in tlie> State of thc Unidn. He

called on all of the states to set ngorous standards’ thh nanonal tests in 4r.h gradc readmg and 8th

o g:ade math to makc sure our chlldren mastet the basws

These tests wﬂl eriable us to be sure that we have set benchmarks of exccllence for our -

cmldmn. After all thcrc is no dtffcren‘ce betwecn algebra in Chxcago and algebra in Chattanoog&

\ Thm-e is no dxfference between readmg in Denvcr and readmg in Dallas
|

i

So far, the President has received strong support for this initiative. Already, seven states

and 15 big city school districts, representing 20 percent of the nation’s students, have chosen to

" offer the volnntéry tests. I am proud that Chicago is among them. These states and school -

: disﬁ'icts are in good company. Tﬁey have been joined by' the Défensé‘Depar\tmen‘t,Schools, which

educate 115,000 children a year, and make up a system about the size of the Delaware’s.

The President’s initiative is als«I:) supported by leading educational organizations, from the

American Fedération of Teachers to ﬂ-x"c National Education Association, It is s'{apported by the

business cbminwﬁt)', from the Chamb%r of Commierce to the Business R.Qundtablé. And, most

important of all, it is supported by the American pcople.

@oo7?
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I believe Americans have jbiﬁed together to suppor; these tests for several reasons.

First, théy know that the tésts are voluntaxy The Presxdent has called for mhgm

nauonal standards w be camed out at the local Ievel

Second they understand that thc federal government wﬂl ot dcvclep or admuuster the

tests. 'Ihat wxll be done by the mdependcnt, bxpartxsan Nanonal Assessment Govemmg Board,

: estabhshcd‘by ‘,Congress over 20_years\, ago. The federal govemmem and the Department of

Education will only pay for the exam and help states and school distnfcts who need it, to give it. |

© That will be the limit of federal involvement.

!

Thll'd unhke other tcsts, thcse ltests area re:volunonary teachmg tool They are meant to

bc constmcnvc, not pumtwe Let me cxplmn why.

Thc new volu.ntary tests wul pmwde md1v1dua1 student scores based on natxonal and

| mtemanonal compansons This vn.ll tell parents and t:achers what the1r chﬂdrcn should know

and bc abic to do in 4th grade readmg and 8ﬂ1 gradc math

" : i

What’s :ﬁ'dre teachers and'vparcn:ts will know preclsely where achild needs unprovement.

- @oos

Not only wxll they be able to see how a chﬂd fared on-an mdmdual quesuon, they will also have

at theu ﬁngerups the entire test,}whxch will be released in full on the Internet after it is '

administered. o
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This way, families and schools will Have all the information they need to pinpoint what areas
need W6rk and what a child must dojto imi:rove. In addition to gettmg the mmpletéd tests,
- teachers will receive Asupplémentaliustruét\ional materials. Entire classes will be able to review a

test together -- a first in large-scale testing. :

And teachers and parents willlreceive test scores within the same school year. That means
students can work on raxsmg their skills immediately. Precious ~iim§ will not be lost -- waiting

out a summer or getting up to speed with a new teacher. S ' .

There is a substantial diﬁ'erem\:e between this approach and, say, the National Aséessment
of Educauonal Progress, which tests only mpres::ntanve samples of smdents and glves scores

only by school dxstm:t

Fourth, the time has come to say, once and fbr all that it :s mdng-heé.ded to attempt to

build self-esteem in our c}uldren by easing up on challenges We are not domg our young peoplc

’ 'any favors by askmg thcm 0 do 1css t{han thcy are capable of. Klds do well when they know what ‘

~ 1o aspire to and that the standards are faxr and cqually apphect

1 bécai:ne invo]ved in cduc’atlonal reform in Arkansas in 198;, when my husband asked
" meto chmr a committee that would make recommendatxons for i mpmwng Arka.nsas s education

systcm. .-
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. . After almost 15 years of invol \}gmén t, I am convmced that the b:ggest obstacles many students
. facein learning are the low expg:ctahnns we have of them and their schools what Secretary of

Bducatioh Richard Riley rightly',calls, a tyranny of low expectations.” The fact is, low-mcomc ,

and nunonty studenfs are consastcntl y and tragically held back by the mdespread and rmstakcn
behet that students from these backg:ounds cannot leam to the same h1gh lcvels as other, more

gdvamagcd studepts.

You at thc Collcac Board know better than just about anyone that this is a d.angerous

mythology. And you see it countered everyday in Eqmty 2000

I wrote about Equity 2000 in my book, LT Village. In piiof projécté amund the

' . . country, students wcre gwen access tio at 1east two years af collcge preparatory mathemancs
w before graduaung from high school What d1d these studcnts do when faced with tough, rigorous
-~ math clas':es? They si gned up. They ‘..hose to be wnh teachers who cxpected more of them. And

t.hey succeeded With Eqmty 2000 math scores have gone up. ’Ihs mnatxve dcmonstmtes

clcarly that mmonty students can perform at the same lcvels as their peers. [ applaud the College

3 Board’s support for this initiative and Iam dehghted to learn that it connnues to grow

l

|
Other squdies and pfogx-ams yield similar results.
‘One year after instituting a prLgré\m of higher standards and tough tests, Philadelphia
students made significant gains in reading, math and science at the 4th, 8th, and 11th grades.

9
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. - They were able 1o ac}ueve these mpres sive gains at the same hme that studcnt pamcxpanon in-
. the tests increased substantxally_ uxrludmg among students from Iow—mcome famﬂxes, students

_ with disabilities, and students with limited English skills.

- There’s a similar story from. Milwa}ikec, where only 21 percent of the s;:hool district’s.

11th grade smdcnts uuuaﬂy passed a ngdroué mathcmatics proficiency examination rcquircd for

‘ hlgh school graduanon The next yea:l:, studcnts teachers, and the commmuty, mcludmg busmess
gzoups?~ worked together to help “studcnm pafss the tests, by pmvxdmg special classes before and - -
' éfter school and on Saturdays. As aresult, 98 percent'of the seniors in(the class of 1996 passéd‘ ,

the test.

[Could also mention TIMSS tgss‘; This year, our 4th graders scored well above the
._‘ z‘nremaﬁanal average in math and séiezice Ihe ﬁw thousand ckildrek who take the testare

- represematrve by race, regzon. and income of the Americarz smdent body — once again

demonsrratmg that if you seta hxgh srandard our children can mee: it ]

A :In short; chéjlcnging national standards a.rid te§t$ will hélp raise expectations for all our
students in the basic skills. They wﬂl provzdc parents and commumnes wuh accurate, reliable:
mformanon about student and school performance They will make it 1mposszble for schools to
hide madequatc performance and to’ clf‘nm that students and schools are performmg sansfactonly

whe:n they are not.




. 10/27-87 12:14 ¥+3

| . ~ And they will help mobilize parents and community leaders in serious national, state and local
efforts to raise studeni achievement in the basics, irichidi:ng thrbugh the commitment of

additional, needed resources.
We know that not everyone wﬂl do well on thesc tests the first time around and that some
will need extra help to master thc basic sk:tlls But cempa.rc thxs to the altemanve -2 gencranon '

that will never be given the opportunity, ncycr be asked to live up to its God-given prormse.

* That is why I hope you will j ]om ‘with the Presxdent in this effort. Last month, the Scnate a

voted overwhclmmgly -= aCross party, hnes --to endorsc voluntaxy tests. Unfommatcly, the
House of Representamves voted thc othcr way. I hope you will cncom-age the entire Congress to
‘ : o Support ttns cffort As the Presxdent has sazd, “If there s one place polmcs ought to stcp in

. o Menca, it’s at the schoo]house door.” And if thcre s one place we need to start Wlth our efforts
to renew Axneﬁ§an éducaﬁon,’ itis with yoluntaxy, mnovanvc, constructive nat:ona] tests that
w111 enable our children to lcarn the basxcs and prepare for the new world of promise that awaits

them.
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