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I want to thank the Russi~ people, andespeciiily the people of Yekaterinburg and 
. Novosibirsk, for their extraordin~ hospitality. Though my time in Russia was far too short, I 
feel privileged to have had the odportunity visit your cOWltry to. reinforce the strong ties between 

. our two nations and·to see firsthahd the critical role the regions 'of your country are playing in 
, advancing democratic and econofuic refonns. . '. . . '" . . I. '. • ",. '0 . • 

•In Yekateiinburg, I was h~nored to spend time with my good friend, Naina Yelt.sill. 
Together, we visited the Bonum ~enterto meet with children suffering from congenital defects. 
We also had the opportunity to take part in a town,hall meeting with women representing non

, governmentalorganizationsointhb region. That evening, we were privileged to 'hear a wonderful 
concert ,by, the Ural- Philharmonic! ' 
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" , In Novosibirsk; I visited,the-city,'s fascinating museum of Archaeology and Ethnography. 
I then had:the opportunity to: g~v~fan,address on democracy anded.ucation at Ak~demgorodok. 
Before I left, I was fortunate enough to have the chance to meet With a 10caHamlly to learn more' 
about the changes taking place in Russia tpday. ' , 

In both cities, I was deliglited to have had the opportunity to meet with local elected 

officials. . , 


", 'I,hope that in my brieftim~ here I have been able to conVey the w(1fffith and friendship the 
American people have for thepedple ofRussia: When I return home, I will bring with me 
wonderful memories of the peoplb I met here, excitement about the progress I have seen, and an 

" even greater sense of the commorl bond that unites oUr tWo countries.. '" " . . 
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