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L 'viv, Ukraine 
I 

November 18, 1997 

Ii' . 

. Vasyl Kuybida, mayor ofL'viv: j I . . . '. '. ' 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen; dear Guests: I hope that you already know that our city is honored to. 
have very honorable guests here. This visit is increasing our rating in both Ukraine and the world. 

· To introduce our guests, the floor is given to the Chief of Staffto the First Lady,Ms. Melanne. 
I . 

I 
. Melanne Verveer, Chief ofStaff tolflillary Rodham Clinton: 
Dear guests: My name is MelannelStarinshak Verveer. and I am chief ofstaff to Hillru:y Rodham . 
Clinton. It is a great thrill for me ili be here, in the Jand where my grandparents were born, in this 

• 

. western region ofUkraine. My ~dparents were people who brought their values and traditions' 
, to America. They IX'sscssed adeepl&eliefin God, love offamily, care for their community, and hard 
· work. These values were instilledl in me as I was growing up. As a student in the Ukrainian

AmeriCBIl scho01 I attended, we s~g the Ukrainian national anthem. "Ukraine has not yet died." 
Like so many otlier Ukrainian.Am~icans, we prayed that Ukraine would one day be free. Today. 
this democratic C01l1lUy is marmgljts sixth year of indepenqent Ukraine, and we Ameri,cans will 
always stand with you. Two years' lago, I was privileged to accompany the President and the FirsL 
Lady on their trip to Kyiv, the first ~e;anAmerican President visited a free U1craine. Today, I have 
the honor of being with the Firstl Lady, here in L'viv. Mrs. Clinton has committed herself to 
improving the lives ofchildren, wo~en and their families in my country and around the world. She . 
has given voice to women's aspirati~llS and the important role they play in building democracy. She 
has worked bard to promote civil s6ciety, especially through the participationofnon-govermnental 

· organizations. And she is a great friend of Ukraine. Asa child.. I was often assigned the role in 
school of welcoming important v(~itors in the l.Jkrainian language. Today, I have the honor of a 
lifetime to introduce the first Lad~ of the Uruted States to the people of L'viv, Hillw:y Rodham 
Clinton.' ii' . . 

I 

IHillary Rodham Clinton: i'. _. 

'?~ ~ou very much. Mrs. Ifuc~a, Governor? Ambassador Miller, Ministers, Mayor. 
DlstingUIshed Members ofthe Commuruty, RepresentativeS ofthe Governments of. both my country 
and ofUkraine. Ris a greal honot ;and pleasure for me to be here today. . 
.., . . . 

I want particularly to thank Mrs. K.~cluna for being with me yesterday and today, and for the wann 
hospitality she has extended to n'* now on two occasions in Ukraine; during the visit with my 
husband, and d~g this .visit. I j"ould also like to thank-my chief of staff, Melanne S1arinshak 
Verveer • for her mtroductlon of~~ tod.ay. But more than that I want to thank her for her wisdom. 
compassion, and good humor - ai, these I attribute in large measure to her Ukrainian heritage .. 
Melanne and her husband attenddd Georgetown UniversitY with my husband and have been dear 
friends of ours ever since. L1t the over one miJHon Ukrainian-Americans, she has made 
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immeasurable contribution to the lifJiofmy COWltty, and I want to thank her here on behalf ofall of 
US who value her many. many contributions.' . '. 

'The writer. Ivan Franko, after WhO~ this beautiful opera house is named. wrote that, "There will 
come a time when you will sit in th~ circle of free nations." That time for Ukraine is now -: and I 
am honored to be sharing that time iJvith you. ' 

I r 

I don't believe there is a more bea~tiful opera house anywhere in the 'world. I must . confess that 
being here on the stage, lookirig at the galleries and glorious decorations, I am tempted to join the 
many famous perfonners who have ~peared here to sing: But in the interest ofpreserving the strong 
and warm ties between our coUntri~. 1will not do so; . " , 

,: j i ' , 

, " II , " ' 

But I would like to talk with you ab;out voiCes - the voices ofwomen, the 'Voices ofyoung people, 


I, " 

the voices ofall those throughout Uknline and the' newly independent states who are speaking anew, 
language offreedom and democrac~i- and theD turning their words and ideas into concrete actions. 

I can think ofno better place to do ~s than in Ukraine. It was 'here 'in L'viv in 1879 that'the Union 
of Ukrainian Women was establisb.~(1. ' " 

• 
This o~on. 0"" ofthe largJIWomen's organiWions inEun>pe between the two world ...... 
went into villages to teach women atid their families how. to start sx:naI1businesses...how to start child 
care centers ...how to pool their reSo~s to purchase first aid materials that VIIould save lives in rural 

areas. /1· 
. , I ~ , 

Like so much that is good, the Uni~-p was crushed by communtsm. And like so much that is good, 
it was rebom in 1990 - along with your sovereignty. With each year of freedom. the Union has 
grown stronger. And this fall, tho~ands ofpeople gathered where the remains of the Union's last 
pre-communist 'presidenl- MiJerla Rudnytska - were brought- back here to L'viv' for eternal rest. 
'. ' I ' .' 
Today, I return home to the United states after a weddODg joumey to Central Asia, Russi~ and now 
here in Ukraine. , j, " . .,. " '. 

When I first come to Ukraine, it ~~ with my husband in 1995,. and the sun offreedom was rising 
in the sky. In the lime I have ~Ibere. I have seen bow much fiutber the sun has traveled. . 

In only six years, you havc done mpch to sweep away the oppressive structures ofcommmrism. You 
.. developed a constitution and held n!ee and fair elections .;, whjch resulted in the peaceful transfer of 

power, the fllst ever in the NIS. '/:.. ..: ' ' ., ' 
. I ' 

Now the challen&e is to build upo~ tbis8rclUtecture of freedom, with a S1Iuc~ supported by the 
rule of law, an indep,:zdentjudici~. and an expanded free press that is able to tell the truth in print' 

and over the airwaves. i/', . ' , . 
• I . . 
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In ~nly six years, you have done ~uch to tear down a rigid state-controlled economy that stifled 
human. ingenuity and ente~se. you haVe reduced inflation and privatized small busim:sses. 

I 
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Now the challenge is to creatt:; B vibrant marketplace based fundamentally. on pnvate property; B 

marketplace where business can b~lconducted in an atmosphere of openness and fairness; where 
private activity can thrive without g~vemment interference; and where hard-working people can lift 
themselves up without the fear ofcrme and conuption. .. 

.But neither the rule . oflaw nor the ."fiCc market alone can· e sustain ·b . ed'm ISO. I'ation. Ifwe do not have . II .. . 
true democracy in my country or ~CIlll'S. we cannot, or should not, rest. If we do not have a free 
market, we cannot, and should DoiJ rest. But if we also do not have the space between what the 
market shou1d do and what the goll ent should do ~ what we call the civil society - we also 
cannot, and should not, rest. Each, free market, democracy and the civil society are indispensable 
to the bJessings of libe.tty and pros~11rity. . ....

I " ' . ' . 
In this space between the free marl(et economy, on the one hand, and a democratic government on 
the other hand, in this space we t+U civil society resides family and community Hfe~ religious 
'traditions, and participation in vdluntazy associations. For democracy ultimately depends on 
individual citizens truly believing tli~r have a role to play in the life of their country. It depends on 
people choosing - not being comp~~led to, but choosing, to participate in society. And it depends 
on seeins to it that what Alexis de jI'ocqueville called "the habits of the heart" are passed on from 

one generation to the next II . .. . . . . . 
Ifyou think about a modem, inde~ent, well-functioning society as being like a three-legged stool, 
you and this audience have been wd~king to strengthen each of the three legs. You have worked in 
government, to make the govemme~t democratic and transparent. You have worked to build a free 
market economy that gives more Op~,rtunity to individuals. And you have worked to create the third 
leg of this stool. what we call civil'~ociety.. .,. ..,. . 

You have chosen to help builii civililociety, by lighting for_'sheaItb, by numilig for political 
officeJ by eleaning up the environmerit, by starting child ,care centers and beginning summer camps 
for the children ofChemobyl, and ~ many othe:r~ays.. . ' . 

Wheth~ you are gathering in civic llSOCiatioDS, vOlun~ efforts to help others, places of worship, 
OT even in your neighbor's home, ~pu are strengthening c1vil s9ciety and making it clear that the 
most important person in any dembc:racy is, not my husband or Mrs. Kucbma's husband, but the 

. citizen. .And governments cannot bb serious abOut ~em.ocr.a:cy unless they recpgnize and work with 
non-governmental organizations. Il , 

- il-· - .• . 
Yesterday, I saw citizens ofthis cil>f Ibuilding a civil society. I stood with thousands ofpeople at the 


. new Memorial Honoring Victims oflCommWlist Repression. This memorial was erected not by the 

government. It was a gift of the vi~~ims ofcolIuTluTlisril, their families, and private organizations. 


. They didn't have to do this - but th~y did.·· ' 
, t 

. II . I,
-I visited a health clinic filled with children balanced between life and death. Infants bom 
prematurely, some critically ill ~¥t for their cries, these children have no voice. They canuot 
compel someone to come to their aid. And yet doctors~ and. nurses, parents, and communities. from 
both tnaaine and the United State~ ~IIchose to do so. - -' 

Ii' 
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As one mother ~Idme, doctDrs J ~unes she di.h.'I even know saved her childis life. They didn' t 

have,to do this - but they did. ii' 
1 stood inside the' beautifully restJJed Gilad Synagogue, where citizens can once again worship 
freely. Th~re~ the rabbi told me ~hEl.t it meant to open a Jewish school after so many years of 
unspeakable hardship.. nat it h~d given him faith that the c,omhlunity would survive. The 
community didn't have to do this fdr its children - but it did. 
, " . Ii' 

1stood inside the magnificent; ren6tnted St. George's Cathedral. For too many years, the faith of 
the people whom I met had been di;ven undergiound. The congregation prayed in hidden places; 
the beautiful symbols of their faith ~ere hidden away in c:el1arsand attics. Today, .the members of 
8t. George's practice their religion irt1he clear light ofday. And they are using their faith not only 
to worship as they please, but alsd ito reach out to others whom society pushed away'- such as 
children with disabilities. The peo~]e ofSt. George's didn't have to do this ........ but they did. 

, I, ' 

, ,What an irony that on the property l~fSt. George's Cathedral. thc Soviets installed radio jamming 
antennas. Yet as powerful as they Jere. they could not silence the voices of.faith and freedom. , . II ", 

. , I': ...' .. 
, It is especially important that the v~ices ofwomen be heard, for the legacy ofcommunism placed . II , , 
special strains on women. . 'I, ' ' . . ' . .',, . ' 
Especially in the oldstate struc:~sl,too ~any women are the fJISt to lose their jobs and the last to 
get new ones. Too many womenofl:eJllive in fear ofviolence at the hands of family members. For 
them, home provides no refuge. the l~wno protection. and public: opinion no sympathy. Too many 
women are prevented from getting ~~Ctper health care - either because quality care,is not available. 
or becau.:;e they are simplyuriable td find the time" between family and work obligations, to care for 

'themselves. And through all oftbis'.lnot enough women are sitting at the table when decisions 'are 
made in too many countries~ 1\' ", " " ' . , : . , , , . 

ADd it is clear that democracy with~ut the full p3rti~ipation ofwomen is a contradiction in terms. 
And that human righisare women's;rights and they must be respected.

. I, 

It is. f~r example, ~ viol~tion O~h~ rights when women ~e tra.t:6cked, bought, and sold as 

. prostitutes. As my husband has said.11tbiS is nothiDg less than modem-day slavery. And I know that 


many ofyou here today arc:: worki.nli hard to end this practice once and for all. ,'. . 

- I . 

Today, I am pleased to announce thJ~ the UnitectStates goverrimei1~ in cooperation with the United 

: Nations', will be wor~g with NG~:; in ~aine to launch a new information campaign to reach 

women who may be m danger, and to mform law enforcement 'and consular officers. and 


. international organizations sO they dtfL be on the look out tor, and ultimately put a stop to this crime 


against humanity. " .! j ,,' ,; 

I will retuni home with many ~preskons and wonderful memories. 'l will also return home to speak 
to my own people, the citizens o£tb!J United states. I will tell my fellow citizens,what I have seen' 

. and why the Uni~ S~tes must 1t constantly ,engaged to support forward-looking refonn and 
, 
I 
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• leaders who are working on refonJ.! In recent days, I have seen firsthand what America. working 
'hand in hand with the people ofTJlblaine, has accomplished -', fostering innovative health clinics, 
providing loans to start small busin~sses, sending Peace Corps volunteers to work with the people 
here. 11 ' ., ,. 

I will want all ofthe American.cinJhs to know what I now know. and I wish that I had brought all 
of·them with me, to see what I ~~e: seen. Because the work that has been done, between our 
govemm~nts and organiiations,such! as USAID and through the private sector, b1lSin~ss to htL..jness~ 
and through the voluntary, non-govJi;nmental sector, has made it very clear that we are strengthening 
our bonds and building stronger so~ieties together., ' , . 

Later this week. Vice President G~re' and President Kuchrna will join together to reach out to 
membet'S oftbe intemational comm~ity to secure more support for safely encasing the Chemobyl 
Reactor #4. What could be more iml?<!rtant than the United States and Ukraine working together to· 
contain one of the greatest enviro~e.ntal threats facing Europe and the world today? 

IIII . , . ' ' 
,Just as I hope to be able to explain Ito Americans what I have seen, I hope also that tbe people of 
Ukraine see what I, and my party. h~ve seen here;.ln the last' days. I'saw citizens and spoke with 
leaders determined to make furtherlprogress. In six short yeals~ you have done so much to erase .. 
seven long decades of commuilist ~ and misrWe. There is no doubt that your path has not been 
an easy one and that challenges rem~irl - especially as you expand private activity so that Ukraine 

. II . 

• 

can become competitive in today's f8.st-paced glob81eeoilomy. ' .., 


. As Americans have le~ed throuJ ~he years. democracy is a never-ending struggle. We became 
a '''newly independent state" in 177~j And for the past 22. years, our democracy has been a work 
in progress. It took us more than :llO years to draft a constitution; 89 years to rid our nation of 
slavery; 144 years to give women tli~ vote; and 188 years to make allour citizens equal under the 

law. Ii.... 
A critical difference, of course, is lthat the modem world is much less forgiving. With global 
communications and with a global e~.l1omy. ev~moves at a much faster pace; and countries 
and societies must reform more qui~k.lY in order to ,take their rigbtful place in such a new world. 

,1 

" I, 

JUSt 'six years after your independenc~~ you have much to be proud of. The sun offreedom is higher 
in the sky, And yes. it has a ways to tfavel. I know you will stay thet;ourse. And as you do, pJease 
know the American people will stan~, with you. I hope that you take great pride in where Uk:raine 
stands today and that you take great cOnfidence in the faCt that the UiUted States will be your partner 
and your friend, as we \n!vel toseth91 into the twentieth·first century and the new niiUennium. . •. 

Thank you vezy much. God bless th~ United States and God Bless Ukraine. . 

Mayor Kuybida: 

• 
Dear Ladies ,and Gentlemen: I havf the honor to give the floor to the wife of the President of 
Ukraine. 

, II . 
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'Mrs. Lytidmyla Kllchma: ' . II . . ';' ' .' . . 
'Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: First crf aU. I'd like to express my gratJ.tude to the U.S. PreSident's Wlfe 
for finding the possibility to visit ubaine. Moreover. it is not just an. acquaintance visit,. but a very 
important step toward establishin~ cooperation between our two countries in the humanitarian 

'sphere. I am very thankful to y~P.Mrs. Clinton, for our warm meetings; for your words of 
understanding ofour'problems and teadines~ to assist us in solving them. . , ' 

Jsupport your op;clon about the roll, of""",oc:raIic principles in the life of society, The sucteSs the 
United States of America has~ r~inforcing values common to all humanity is'weH-known and 
aCknowledged throughout the world. This SUCc((SS belongs to the most important historic gains of 

, humanity. This experience is of~ importance to Ukraine, which has started the process of basic 

democratic ref(.)~. , . \1 ' " .,' " ',' , . . 

The defense and protection of h~ rights is one of the, main-principles in'modem Ukrainian ' 
society. ' " '.!' " ..,. , , ' 

The Ulaainian 'people have been de~ti.ned to have a difficult history. For a considerable period of' 
time. the Ukrainians, have been de~ed the right of national statehood .. They were persecuted in 
practically all spheres of their livesJ lI.ife in Ukraine is not easy nowadays. We are going through 
the difficult,often painful, process Jfessential economic refonns.The psychological stereotypes. 
the.outlow ofpeople that bave bi forming for decades, are ""dCJlloing radical changes, . 

The Cbemobyl catastrophe bas also ~ad a large impact on peoples' lives. This catastrophe occurred 
in Ukraine, but it is ofa virtually glo~al nature. It is difficult, or to be more precise. impossible (or 
us to cope with the c.a.lamityall by oill-se1ves. That is why it is hard for one to overestimate the value 

. ~fhope which the United States prorrdes Us in dealing with the ChernobyJ consequences, '.• 

We greatly appreciate the personal c~tribution of the President's family to this noble matter. We 
are also appreciative ,of the importarif charitable activities taking place in our country during this 
period ~f transition. ' 1\ . ' " , '. . 

, I '.' , 
It stands to reason that Ukraine ·is doing its best to ,b(, a thoughtful, caring mother for its children-- .' 
to take care of, and provide social ~lIsistance and secUrity to, the most vulnerable strata of tile 
population. . !I ' 

But the possibilities ofoUl' state are JJrlted. We are open to any action initiated by humanism and 
mercy. to any manifestation of good,uiU, to settle some ()f our most acute sodal problems. Many 
of these problems cOncern the :gene~ltion grcfwing up in Ukr8.ine now: their present and future., 
These concerns are reflected in the na~onal, program, The Children of Ukraine. The main objective 
of this program is to guarantee every ~hild the right to be born healthy, to be able to Lhrive, to have' 
opportunities for development, and tf\be psychologically protected. 

\ 'I. , 
Our aim is to not only provide our chi14zen with meals, but also to, develop their talents. abilities and 
skills. Yau, dear Hillary, have alrea:d~lhad a chance to see how gifted our childien are. Ifyou find 
it possible to support OUI' young talcntsJ we would appreciate it very much. This is important for ourI . . 
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, country andtbe. whole world. "1 

, ' You're probably familiar with the fliCt that Ukrainian women take anactive'part in public life. It is 
important because, women constitUte' 50% of the entire pc:>pulation.in Ukraine. The numerous 

" ' women's organizations have the cd~on objective to ensure oUr,chiidren a decent future, to make 

our state wealthy,and ourchilddl~Y' ..• .... . . . .... .. . . . 

, To conclude, I'd like to express olee again my words of sincere gratitude to 'the U.S. President's 
wife, Mrs. Hillary Rodham CJintok The meaningt'Ul arid effective visit ora charming, benevolent 
and energetic U $, First Lady to ~,~icollDtryisa considerable contribution to the development ofour 
Collaboration. the deep and mut\la1Undet'S~ding between our two countries and peoples. , 

. ,1\,,·, , ' 
>Thank ~ou for your a1:tention~' I " ',.', ' " ", ,. ',' . , . , , ' ' 

"Mayor Kuybida::, " . " ' I .' ' ,', ,". '., . '. ' ',' " " " , ',,' " 
Dear Lad~es and Gentlemen,: ",W,e'''\r~ust, had the privilege:o .Iisten to, th,ebrilli.ant speeches of the 

,U.S. PresIdent's wife; Mrs. Hillary C;:hnton, and to the Ukrauuan PresIdent's wife, Mrs. Lyudmyla 

Kuchma., "They are both, doing ~ extraordinary andnobJe thing.' B~cause of their cbaritable 


" activities. th~y inspir~ hope and g~Adl\e$S into ~h~s 9fpeople. ' I think tbaton behalf of al~ of 

us, we can WIsh tbem]oy and haPPlDe..~. We also wish them health, and a long and successful hfe. 
, , ,,'. . ' ,.: ,.! l ' : " . " 

, " '. ,1 ~ ",, 
, " ' r::, 
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