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Thank you. I am honored to be here today 
I
I ' 

.... ·'1 ...... 

M CLINTON . 
, ' 	 , 

NDEDUCATION 
' 

OK, 
ERIA 
997 

." ...... . . ... 

Siberia has always :been the part of Russia closest to my country -- even ' 
,,'. 'I'" 

when our people stood so far kpart. Today, we g ther to celebrate our new .1 	 proXimity --this time m~surLnot onlyin geo aphical distance, but in shared 
, " ' '. I ' 

values. " , I' ' ' 

I ' 

.' .' . '.' .' i .. . . . '.. .... . . 
I have'come to Russia, on behalf of myhu band, the President of the United 

, ' "I ' , " . ' , ',',' " 	 " 

States, and the American people, to reinforce ihe expanding ties of friendship and 
. " I 	 ' 

cooperation between our two ~'ountries. In the'la t two days, I've Witn'essed 
" 

,I

" I '. 
' 

", 
firsthand the 'critical role that the regions of your country are playing in advancing 

, I 

democra~yand economicoppbrtunity.. , , '" I . 

I 

, I i 



.. . . 
\ "I . When AkademgorodoK was founded in I 58, the distance between :us 

, I 
. , 

seeniedne~ly infinite. The bbst scientific minds of our two countries.'were' focused . I . . . 

on winning the Cold War.. I· 
I 

I 
I will never forget the lrunch ·of Sputnik i . In response to that 

. .ingenuity, President Eisenho~er appealed to all ericans to study harder at math . . . I 
, I 

and science. So much so,:rhat,leverY'time I walke into algebra class J felt as.if I 
I,,was serving my country. i, 

I 

, ' j, 

I'm certain you all COUl~ tell similar storie : I imagine, too, that you have 
, ~' . , . . , 

memories of the darker side of this history. I can till recall the air raid drills in" '.' ' '·'1 ' ". ' . 

school when ID.Yclassmates ,d I would climb u der our desks to prepare for a 

.' I 
moment we prayed would nev;er happen." ,I: ' ,I 

, 
I, 

, . I, ' 

, . .' I ' ' 


By the grace of God, it t;lidn't -- because 0 the courage and foresight of both 

our peoples. 
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i 
! 
I 	 ' 

Soldiers who once prebared to 	go to war gainst each other"nt)"w stand side 
'I' 	 . 


by side. securing a lasti~g petce together in Bos ia. Astronauts and cosmonauts 

who once rac~d each other into space, now wor together high abov~ the Earth~ . I. 	 . . . 
• • t 	 • 

. And students who once'were! taught to mistrust ach other, now learn about each 
. I . .' . . 

. '. ; " I .. ' . " . 
other while sending messageF over the Internet. 

.[ 

. j, 	 .' .. 

Clearly, 'we live ina re1rriarkable age ofp ssibility. The light of peace and 
, I· .'. 

I 
, freedom is spreading across ~heglobe -- from ·ti to Bosnia to South Africa. 

Democracy is alive on a1Ith~ continents of the· orld. At the same time, scientific 
.'	I 

Ii . 
breakthroughs seem to be oc€urring at a breatht g pac'e. Just think about what 

. . '.' I· 	 . '. 
we've seen in the last few years alone. 

I . 

i 
I 

I 
.. . I 	 ' 

We're rapidly mappinithe~uman genome. We've discovered ,genes I~lked 
I 	 ' , 

1 	 ' 
• 	 I·' . 

to heredItary breast cancer. Technology develo~ed to fight the Cold War is now 
. . ..' , '. ". ",. . ," , .. :.'' 

. 	 ..' '. .' . 

. being used to map the ocean roor~ protect the e vironment, and save.lives. . 
. 	 I 
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I 
I 
I· 
lConsider this: There is more computer po 

, was in Apollo 11, when NealAnnstrong took it 

, computers, faxes, and pa~ers -- once the stuff 0 

everyday, life. I 
I 

I 
I 

While this is' an age of1unlimited possibili 
, , , " I

I ' 
' 

real challenge, for many natiops .'- including Ru 

nile. and. controlled economJdisappearedove 

freedom is not yet complete, I .. . 
, , I I 

er in a Ford Taurus car than there 
, , 

to 'the moon; Cell phones, 

fiction -- are ,nowa staple of, 

,we also know that iUs atimeof 

ia. Here, 7 decades of communist 

ight;"but the new architecture of 

, I know this time of transition has not been easy for any sector of Russian 
, I', ",

" , I 

,society. Butit's been particulrly challenging fo those of you here; 

, , I , ' 
Scientists and research~rs. whose expertis aDd years ofeducation once 

" 
, 

,', ' I 
I 

' , . '.' '", ' , , 
earned them status and security, now face uncert' futures. They are asking 

themselves: Will the skills thiy acquired in adv · ced technology yesterday sustain 

them tomorrow? l 
.',j 

I 
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1< 

< '. • '. • I . 	 . . ' . 
Schools are also asking tough questions: <how to update textbooks and 

< . . ., I . < < . < .. . 

modernize their classrooms forthe .information age? How to ensure that teachers 


• 	 • '\ • • < " • ,<. 

receive the pay they deserve? How to build up new system of both public and 

1 
, . private education that will p~eserve what was.b n~ficial about the old ~ayeven as 

'I 	 . '. 
it educates young people to live and lead in a d mocracy today? 

. 'I 	 - ' 
1 ' 
I 

The facfis, for nearly half a century" sci.e ce, tecPnology and education were . . I· 	 ..' . . 
. ." 	 . 

used to. fight the Cold .War;.l1oday, we:~avea re arkable opportunity,toput.them', 

in service of freedom, prosperity and democrac '. Especially here in'Russia. 
• < 1" . . 

I 

i 

• 	 . Your heritage is as str+g and varied as y 

in the private rooms ofth~ Klemlin and inthe 
. I 

visited this moming~ I have tbad it in the writin 
I . . 

. 1< 

.Akhmatova. I have heard it iJ the music ofTch 

, 

I 

'. ,. i '. 

ur landscape. I have witnessed it 

useumofEthnograph.y, which I 

s of Leo Tolstoy andAnna . 

ovskyand Prokofiev.' 

',' < 

Your levels of education "are among the hi' hest in th,eworld.
'. ' 	I, .' '.. . 

. I .. 

, . I . < 

I . 
You consistently produce world-class stu ents in math, physics, medicine 

I . 

and aviation. 
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. i ' . 
Now, the challenge is to harness this talent to a neW free-market economy 

and ensure that democracy +pr~sperity take 

I . 

Those of you in this ro~m today .;.-leader , I 
I 

the power to make it happen, [by creating ec~no 

civil society; and ensurin~ th~t the new Russia bec~mes a leader in the democratic 
, , I 

community of nations: 

You are an example of Ihe skilled workfo 
I· 

market and global.economies.\ 

I 

In d~veloping nations Jd industrialized 0 
. . ·1 " 

., I ' 

line that divides those who make if from those w . . . . I . , . 


example, by the Year 2000,81 percent of the ~e 
high-school education. In a world where ideas an 

• I 

I 
continents at lightning speed, 5usinessesare dem 

and"fluent." ·""""1 "" "" 

oot and~row in Russia." 

in science'and education -- have'. 

ic progress, building a vibrant 

e we need to compete" in the free
, 

es alike, education is the bright' 

. 

0 do not. In the United States, for 

jobs created will require post-

information cross countries and 

ding workers who are flexible 
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I 

I 
\ 

I 

The key to the future is Ilaking the advance technology that has been used in 

your defense industries and ,putting it to work co peting in the private sector to 
I ' " ," 


create vast new wealth. That's espechilly import t for women, who have 
, " I 

traditionally held roles in sCie1ce and technology 

I 
, . '. I, ' 

Yet, despite their education, too many wo en are still the first to get flred 
, " ", \' " 


, I ' 


and the lastto gethired,We m stmakeit.c1ear: y economy that does not take 

r 
full advantage; of: the, contributions~ of:womenin t e;workplace ;,willneverJive, tip to' , I' 

I 

its maximum potentiaL \' 

Ifwe want to create a ciJ.iI society, ~e museducateyoung people to be 
" . I ' 

'good citizens in a democracy. Because ultimately democracy is about more than a 
I ' " _.' 

new constitution or a right.to vbt~. Democracy m st be built from the ground up, 

nottheto~down .. It anever-I+ing struggle whic depends upon whether . 

democratic values and thecourrge,to stand up for ne's convictions are enshrined 

I 
in our hearts and minds. I 

I 

I 
i 
I 
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I 

I' 
I 

We know thatedu'catiln will succeed in Civilsociety' if it opens up o~r 
,", I " . '.' . . . 

minds to new viewpoints an4 cultures and sho s us howto learn from one another' 

.. ~d disagree with each otherl-- with?ut being d sagreeable. 
'... ", "I ' ' 

. . Edu~ation will succeea in a civil society it teaches us t~ think critically and 
. . . I' '. ' ,. . .. . .. . . . I . d take' Initiative; to, questIOn conventlOna WIS ,0 , to value our voices and make' 
'. 'I ' ,. "f ',' , • , 

, them heard:', " , ':', 

. Education will only SUfceed in our demo racy·ifi! teaches us that we are' '. 

citizens of the world,ine~tridably linked, noton y to otir neighbor,down the block, . , I ' ". - . 
. , , 

, . . i , 
but alsototheperson'living ~cross the globe. 

" Whenever I travel,' I m~etcitizens who'ar building a civil society by , 

. advocating for disabled chilJen, by cleaning up the environment, by donating 
, ' I . . 

medical equipment to hospitals in need, by prot cting women's health. 
I ' 

'! . .' 
. , , II .' . . ' 

Mostofthese habits of the he~ are not ta ghtby~chools alone. Your 

',' businesses. Voluntary organi~tions. And, yes, ur own nation, must all be 

r 
involved. :,. 

I 8 

I 
I. I ~ 

I 
, ' 



Which is why I am so lproud 'of America' efforts. Our government is 

. committed to doing its utmot to work in partne ship with Russia as you carry out 

your educational refonns. 

.jl 
.. 

Through the United Stktes Infonnation A ency, my country supports a wide 

. range ofeducational initiativ~s -- from providin updated textbooks for students to 

backing· educational eXChang~ .programs tos~ar ng teaching;!echniques·from '. 

American schools. 

I 
I 

We offer trainingprogfams in business, I w, andjoumalism. Peace Corps 
. . . I' .' 

"olunteers are helping to teach English and an ericanbusiness center is working 

to train managers. 

f 

We've joined with Rusrian and Ukrainian aeronautics companies to produce 

commuter aircraft, the first oEwhichrolled off e assembly line this month. I am 
. ,. I'. .
. . 

. . 

pleased that this effort also hid the support of th . Trade Development Agency and 

. '. . I 
, ·the Export-Import Bank. I 

.' . I 
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In supporting the Intemational Science .' d Technology Center in Moscow; 

• . we are helping former nucleJ weapons ~peciali IS to adapt their highly 

sophisticated skills to civiliJ needs for state"of the.art technology, . 

Our partnership extends to the private and non-governmental sectors as well ~ 

Istand in admiration ofthe Jmarkabiepartners ip t~ePhYS-Mat school here has 
, I , 

with Phi;IIPSAndOV~'Acade~y. . . 

It's easy to lose sight of how remarkabl~,t ·s.is.· Less.than 40years after' 

i. Sputnik, who would have eJ imagined that th ,sekinds of alliances would ever 
. I, ' 

be possible? I 

.1, . 

Who could have 'eVer +agined that we'd, e bere today talking 'about our 

shared future? '1' 

.. I, 
That's not to say that the journey won't b hard., 

. i ' 
, ,I 

Because the scientific Jrocess and democr cy have a lotin comm~n,
',,' 'I ' 

I 
10 
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1 

I 
I 

Both ask you to sacrifice today so that your children will inherit a betterI .' ,
I . , 

tomorrow. ' 

Both demand patience, stamina,'andfaitll 
.i' ' 

• j '.

But I have faith. Faitlr because of the tal nted and visionary people in this· ' . . . '. 
; . . . . . 

, I . ".

room.' . 

And faith because of the, next generation. 

I 
While 65 percent of R~ssians over 65 thi things got worse over the past 

, ' I ' .'." , 
. " I 

, year, 60 of people under 35 said they got better. ' 

These are tbemembers oftbe next geneiarion who will detennineWho .. 


Russia is. Not just in the net few years. But· 
to the next millennium. 
, '. 1 ' 

, I" 

I 
I 

',. 
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, . ',I ' 
And what these young people are saying 

' " .' . I 
"democratlc, prosperous natlOr· 

. . A·· nation where all citilens can live upto 
1 

,. 1 

., I' . 
And a nation where science, technology, 

to divide:us,.butrather..to unilealWayS, as we st 

Thank you very much. 

'. ' i 

sthat. they want a Russia that is a 

their fulIp··otential. . 
' , 

d'research are never again'used 

d today -- in friendship. 

, ' 
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