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Thank you so‘much.;‘I am extremely honored to be here, and I.must
say, somewhat overwnelmed by this occasion. I want to thank
President and Mrs. Akayev |[for their very warm; gracious.
~hospitality. And I want to thank the Dean, the Provost, the
~ Faculty Administraters, and especially the students of th

' Amerlcar Unlver51ey here ln hyrgyzstan :

1 am very honored to be your flrSt honorary professor, and there
will not be a test on my remarks at the c0ﬂclu510n of ‘the
-ceremony. -

I have come:to Kyrgyzstan |and to Central.Asia on behalf of my.
husband, President Cl 1nton, and - the American people to reinforce
‘the very strong ties between our two countries,  and to witness .

- firsthand the. important. pfogress you are maxking as you move

- toward becom;ng a full democracy, civil society, and an economy-
‘that helps-all citizens reach their full potential. And there is
.no more important endeavor to realize all of these goals than.
education. You know that |or you would not be here as part of
this university. You know that education is essential to the
health of democracy, for a democracy’s success is contingent on
citizens having the abili Fy to ‘make informed choices. You know
that education is essential to bUlldlng.C;Vll society, -for civil
society depends on learniﬁg-to live with, tolerate and respect
those with whom we'disagree And you know that education is

- essential to the success of a country’;s economy, for economic
growth especially in the global economy depends on a skilled
workforce. - It could not be clearer, a country’s success in.
today’s world, more that ever, rests largely on its ablll*y to
educate its people; to glve them the tools they need to fulfill
their promise. That is whv I am s0 pleased to be part of this
ceremony, the found*ng of an 1ndependenf Amerlcan Unlver51ty in
.Kyrgyzstan. "

~Since your independence, Pnder the President’s  leadership, .
‘Kyrgyzstan has -sought enhanced cooperation with thé United States
- and the West. It was in thlS context, that your President asked
our'Vice President, Al Gore, in 1993, for assistance in
'EStablishiﬂg a center for|training future business and government
leaders. ' The United States was proud to join you in partnership
' in creating that faculty.| Over the last several years, throuch
~faculty and curriculum development, through your library and
internet access, the facu"ty has grown inte a thriving
institutien. ' That is obvious, ‘because of the example of the
university’s flrSt gradhaflﬂg class. "It is from these dynamic

-
|



and, mathcted young oeople, that the fucure reformers and
business and pOLitical *eaders of thls country will be drawn.

.Today, we lay the groundwork for'a university ‘which will continue
"to make contributions to the future of Kyrgyzstan. We look
forward to reaching a framework: agreement with you that will
define the university’s independence--and thereby assure its
continued support. We knqw from our own long experience in the

" United States that only an independent. center of learning can
Fulfill a university m1551on to open the mlnds of . ‘students, t¢
~teach them to think crltlcally, and to 1nsp1re them to make -a

difference in the future.

We also strongly endorse the role of 'the Open Society Institute
as an effective advocate fpr democracy here and ‘throughout the
world. We hope. that- this university grows into a place that
nourishes the bedrock values of free thought and expression,
respect  for human rights, support of strong and independent

'rommunlty institutions and opportunity.for all citizens.

'T think this partnershlp which has resulted irm this university is
one of the most important results of the alliance between’ our two
countries. And we want to| further that alliance. One of the
‘ways we intend to do that is to recognize -excellence in teaching.
The Teaching Excellence Awards will go to outstanding teachers of
English and American StudlLS from around Kyrgyzstan. These
awards will bring teachers| together te share zechniques. The
schools from which these t=achers come will receive important
‘educational materials. BAnd the teachers who are selected. for” 
_these awards will have the| ocpovtunlty to visit the United’ '
‘States--to teach us about your educational system and to see ours
in action. I am also dellghted that as part of this program, The
.Teaching Exceilence Awards, award-winning American teachers will
come Lo Kyrgyzstan to meet|with students, fellcow teachers, and
‘ members of;the eddcatibnal-community;'“ o S

I have only been here for a very short time. In fact,‘:’m quite
" sad that my schedule does ﬁo* permit me to stay longer, to visit.
. with the students and the faculty here at the university and to
see more of this beantlfullcountry and to meet more of ‘the people
who are building its future. But 1 can say that based on my very
short impression, what I hﬁve heard about the progress that has-
‘been made, the political and economic reforms that have taken
‘place is certainly borne out by my own eyes and experience. This
country has an extraordinary past, but I believe that it has an
even more extraordinary fuéure. : ‘ - '
I have read about’ your ~reat ndt*onal epics, “The Manas,” and I
spcke with the Pre51dent about them at lunch today. These are
- .stories about the steadfastness aﬂd coarage of your ancesto;s ln'
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