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.Speech ‘of the First. Lady of the United States,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, o I .
upon arrival-at Bishkek International Airport “Manas”
November 12, 1997 : ‘ '
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Donation of CitiHope Humanitarian Aid

Good morning, o o
I am delighted. to be here in Kyrgyzstan. I have come on behalf
of the President and the American people to reinforce the young
but strong ties between our two countrles,

I look forward to meeting with President Akayev«and~witnessing-
‘first hand the important progress ycu are making in moving toward
democracy, civil society -and an economy that helps all citizens
reach their full potential. |And I want to bring you a message of
friendship, solidarity and support from tne American people who
."srand w1*h you on thms journey. ~

I was moved: by ‘the flag you have chosen to symbollze your new'
independence. Not only does/ it show the sun illuminating the new
road to prosperity and democracy, it also.includes the rays of
light  which come forward from that sun, rays of light that mirror . -
the work of cxt;zens coming together to build and now sustain a
free country . I can think of no more fitting symbol.

Because‘Kyrgyzstan’s future4§epends on many things, on your
elected leaders, on the strength of your democratic institutions,
and on the individqals and non-governmental organizations who are
doing‘the everyday work necessary to make democracies thrive. ‘
Today I am pleased to be jOl%ed by non-governmental organlzatlons
- like.the ABA, NDI, Counterpart and the Soros Foundation. 'All of
you here today are building the kird of civil society that w;l;
insure tha%t your children inherit a strong and secure future, by
protecting the environment and improving. women’ s healtn, by

. strengthening educational. opﬁorbunltles and civic education, by

- supporting a free press and an independent judiciary, by
increasing development and réspectlng the rights of the d¢sabled
and. by providing credlt ‘and training that foster mlcvoepterprmse.

‘I am proud that the Un*ted StLtes has been a commltted partner to
the people of Kyrgyzstan, by provzdlng critical assistance. And

I am especially pleased that many of these efforts, including the -
. one we announced today, have’ been in paftnersth with non-
governmental organ;zatzons

The airlift that you see unldading cargo right now is bringing
more than two millicn dollars| in pharmaceuticals to -hospitals in
Bishkek and Osh as well as clothing fox.the children of those
communities. - We are_grateful}forzMadam Akayeva's -cooperation in
- this important effort. None of it could have been possible K




|
i
f

without Cperation Provide. H?pe, a US Government program which has
now made 30 humanitarian missions to Kyrgvzstan, bringing more-
than 70 million dollars in assistance since 1992. It alsc would
r.ot have been 99581ble without the Peace .Corps volunteers who
will make .sure that thnese supplies reach the nospltals and the
children who need them most.

I
But above all else, *hls huAanltarlan missicn WOle not have been
possikle without the dedzcatmon ‘and genercsity of the three
United States voluntary organizaticons who, together with United
" States buSLnesses, donated the pharmaceutxcal* and clotking. . I .
want to acknowledge the: contrlbu*lons of CitiHope and the
Reverend Paul Moore and his stafi, who I'm. pleased could be here-
with us today, as well as Heaxt to-Heart and Americorps of
Indiana. Your collectivée: effor*s are about much more than
strengthening the ability of hospitals to prov;de ‘
pharmaceuticals; they are about strengthenlng global and economic
ties between our two countrles

I. hope that the oeople of | Kyrgyzstan will see these medicines and
clothing as I do, as-a clear demonstration. that the American '
‘pecple care abcut you durlng this historic transition. I am

- looking forward, to speaking |[to pecple who are making these
‘¢changes: pozsible--women who |have received loans to create small
businesses. And I will attend a ribbon- cuttlug ceremony of the
American University in Kyrgyzsfan, where "I -will lend strong
'sunpcrt to our efforts to. ensure an independent un;ver31ty it
is only as an independent center of. learning that a university

- can fulfill its mission to 5pen the minds of students, teach themn
zo think critically and 1ﬁségre them to make a difference in the
. future. At each of these steps I look forward to strengthening
the bonds of friendship between our two countries, to learning
mcre about how you are continuing your reforms and to exploring:
new ways that we can ensure |a peaceful and more prosperous future
For 2ll the pecple of Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia.

 Thank you.




