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upon arrival·at Bishkek International Airport "Manas H 


November 12,1997 


Donat~<:~m ,of CitiHope, Humanitarian Aid 
I ' 

Good r.norning, , \ 
I,am 'delighted, tobe'here in Kyrgyzstan. I have corne on behalf 
of the President and the ,Ametricanpeople to reinforce the young' 
but strong ties·betwe~n our ~wo countri••. 

I look forward to meeting wifh President Akayevandwi~nessing 
first ,hand the importa!1t progress you are making inmov-ingtoward 
de~ocra~i,clvil socletyan~ an etonomythat helps ~ll citizens " 
reach their full potential. lAnd I want to bring you a message of 
friendship, solldarity and support from the American people who 
'st~nd with you on this journby. ' 

I 
I was mOved· by the flag you have chosen to symbolize yo~r new' 
independence. Not only doesl'it show the sun illumina1=-ing the new 
road to prosperity and democracy, it also ,includes the rays of 
light, which come 'forward'fro+ that. sun, rays of light·that mirror, 
the work of citizens coming together to build and now sustain a

I . 

free country: ! can think of no more fitting symbol. 
I ' 

Because Kyrgyzstan's future depends on many things I on your 

elected, leaders, on the streAgih of your democratic institutions, 

and on the individuals and n6n-goverl'!mental organizations who are
.' , -, I ' ' ,
doing the everyday work neceasary to make democracies thrive", . 

Today I,am pleased to be joirledby non-goverTh~ental organizations 

l~ke,the ABA,NDI/C~uhterpaJt and the. Sor~s Foundation. 'Allof 

you here today are building~he kind of civil society ,that will 

.insure ~hat your children inrlerit a strong and secure f~ture,by 
protecting the environment' arid improving women i s health,. by . 
strengthening educational,opportunities' and civic education, by 
supporting a free pre~s and ~n ind~pendent judiciary, by , 
increasing development and r~spect'ing the rights of the disabled 
and by ~roviding credit "and ~raining that foster microenteiprise. 

'I am proud that the United stlates has been~ a committed partner'to 
the people of Kyrgyzstan, by providing critical assistance. And 
r- am especially pleased that tnany of these efforts, including the 
one we announced today~ ha~ebeen ,in partne~ship with non
governmental organizations. \' 

The airlift that you see un16kd1ng cargo right now is bringing 
more than two million dollarsrin phaimaceuticals to hospitals in 
Bishkek and.Osh as well as clothing for· the children of those 
communities .. We are grateful! for-Madam Akaye'la's -cooperation in 
this· important e!fort. None rit .could have been possible \ 
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. th 0 . P . d HI "s ~ h . h h f'w~ ..out perat.::..on· rov~ e. ope, a u ..:Iovernmen~ p:::-ogram w lC as 
now made 30 humanitarian mi~sions to Kyrgyzstan, bringing more· 
than 70 million dollars in ~5~istanCe ai~ce 199~.It alao would ,. I·· . 
not h.ve been possible without the Peace.Corps ¥olunteers who 

will make·sure that t'hese sJpplies reach.the hospitals and the 

children who need them mostJ ' 
. 	 ,I 
But above all else, t.his hu6anitarian 'misslcnwould nor. have been 
possible without the dedicaiion ~nd generosity of the three 
UnitedState~ volunt~ry org~nizatidns who, together with United 

· States businesses, dona,ted ihe pharmaceuticals and clothing .. 1 
want to acknowledge theponttrib~tions of CitiHopeand the' 
R~verendPaul Moore and.hislstafflwhoI'rn.pleas~d could be here' 
wl.th us today 1 ,as well a,~ HEfart-to-'Heart and A!nericorps .of 
Indiana. Your collectiv~efforts are about much more than 

. 	 . I ~ . 

strengthening the ability of hospitals 'to provide, 
pharmaceuticalsi·they are aboutstrengthening.global and economic, 	 . 
ties between our two countries. 

. 	 I . 
I· hope that thepeople, o:f, Kyrgyzstan .will~ see.thesemed.icines· and 
clothing as I ao,asa. c,lear demonstration that 'Che American· 

'people care about you durin~this h~sioric transiiion.' I ·am 
looking forward .. to speaking Ito people who aie making these i 

· changes'po~sible--women who have received loans to create small 
bU5inesses. And I will attend a ribbon-cutting ceremony of the 
American TJ:niversity in Kyrgyzstan, whe:re 'I ·will lend strong . 

· support to our efforts to.erlsure an independent university. It 
is only as an independ~ntc~nter of learning that a university 
can fulfill its mission to dpen the minds of"students1 teach,~hem 
~o think critically and i~s~ira them to ~ake a difference in the 

'. 	 future. At each of these s~eps I lciokfdrward to 5trength~ning 
the bonds of friendship bet~een our two countries, to"learning 
mere about how yOu are continuing your refo.:r.:ms and to exploring' 
new ways that we can ensure la peacefl,ll·and more pl:."osperous future 
for all the, people of KyrgyistanandCentral Asia. 

Thank you. 


