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EXCERPTS BY' THE FIRST LADY AT BLUE RIBBON SCHOOLS EVENT' 
, ) , REGARDING . 

UPCOMING TRIP TO CENTRAL ASIA, RUSSIA, AND UKRAINE 

" "I ' ,,' , . 

" ' , I I " ' 
MRS.' CLINTON: lal~o Iw~nt to say a word abou~ another important test;e face as a 

nation. And that is a test ofiritern,ationalleadership. Because, after all, we areeducatirig our 
children in today's world not merely to be citizens oftheir community or even their state, but to 
uriderstand that as citizens of the IDnited States they will face global challenges' and they, as well 

, as all of us, will determine whethe~ or not American i,eadership rem~ins st~ong.' 
, "j', " ' . " , ,I ' . , ' , 

On Sunday, atthe request of the President and the Secretary of State, I will traveLto 
Central Asia, to the country ofKakakhstan and Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. I will then go on to 
Soviet Russia and Ukraine. The ploint of this trip is straightforward -- to strengthen the young, ' 
but already strong, ties betweenoLr countries ,and to share ideas and experiences about ethnic and 

I 

religious tolerance, to try to talk about democracy and how important it is to be nurtured. 
, !,".' , 

, Just imagine, only six yea1rs ago the countries I will be visiting lived under stitJing Soviet 
, rule., And now they are newly ind;ependent states. We at the United States are working with ' 
, these countries to foster free and fair elections, to build strong democratic institutions, to help , 
them live with an open and inquiring press, to reform their education systems and cherish civil . 
society. We are also hoping to' askist them in moving from being part of the world's biggest state-, 
bas~d economy to a free market. I ' ,., 

" Now, these countries ~nd Ithe regions i will visit have co~e a very lo~g way. The private' 
sector, for example, now commarlds more than 50 percent pfthe economy, And I hope on .our 
trip to highlight the efforts each h~s made to build' democracy and to make the kind ofchanges 
that are necessary to give every p~rson an opportunity to live up to the fullest of his or her God­
given promise. I particularly Will/stress the importance ofwomen and children -- their education, 
their health care, their safety-- and the other necessities of life that we often take' for granted here 
in the United States.' I' , 

I' 
, , I ' 

I hope that this Will be o~e more ex~mple of why it is significant that the United States 
, . continue to lead and to demonstr~te by example how important democracy is. Education both in , 

our country and in countries suc~ as the ones·1 will be visiting is absolutely key to how w~11 we, , 
. 'and particularly our children, willi live together in the future. " , ' 
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. Insome ofthe countries I ~iIl visit they are still using telflbooksfro';' the former Soviet· 
:regime. They donlt have the money to rewrite them. In some of the countriesthat I will visit, 
their educ'ation system has just conkpsed under the weight ofall the changes and the economic 
pre'ssures they are confronting. In ~ome of the countries I will visit. girls who have not . 

. . tr~ditionally ,been valued have been !taken out of school, now that therels no enforcement . 
of compulsory education, and they are being put to work early or married off early and being 
deprived ofa chance 'to get an edudation. ' 
, . 'I 

'. So I will se~ both thepositiv~ ofwhat is occurring a~d do everything I can to promote 
.' , ~. ~ that. And I will see some ofthe ch~lIenges that are faced. And I will return home. I am sure, as I ' . 

. always do when I am privileged to inake these visits, more and more grateful for where I was 
born and raised, more appreciative bfthe blessings that we have -.:. but also concerned that we 
continue to build on' our strength aJ a nation, that we never back up or give up on the American" 

I ' ' 

ideals and particularly on our belieflthat education is the key for so many ofour people to achieve 
a better life for themselves and their families. I·,' , .' . . , ' 

. . It will be aninteresting vJ for me, because it will provoke, as it always does, thoughts 
about what we have to do to make ~ure we fulfill our obligations to our children in the nexi . . 
century., 

, I want to thank you for shqwingus the way. I want to encourage you to continue to 
share your experiences. your ideas, jwith as !TIany of your colleagues as possible. , And I want to .' 
implore you to raise your voices for; the simple idea that any and every child can . , 

. learn, that any al'!d every school -- ~ublic, private, parochial -- c~m be transformed into a blue 
, ribbon school~ that what we must do now is. put into action what we have learned about what 
works. And ifwe do that, then I'm iconVinced America's best years lie ahead. . . , . 

Thank you so very much. (Applause.)
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