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The East R(_)om:

'MRS. CLINTON: Thank vourand please be seated. and

- welcome to the White House (ontere}ncc on Child Care. We are

delighted to have with us in the East Room today members of L ongress

 and the President's Cabinet. other of’ﬁ{cials from the government here

. . !

in Washington. . We have many eieuqd officials from around the
country and a great group of distinguished guests. including parents
and experts-in this important issue. x :

- I also want to greet the hundreds ot people gathered at’

-the Departments of Agriculture; Labo‘r and Health and Human Services
"~ here in W ashington. and to the thousands more who are joining u\ vid

satellite from the more than 100 sites at univ ersme:. hospnals anu
schools and busmesses around the cm}mtr\ :

I'd like to take a minute r'or al‘l of us to think about

what's happening in America this morning. and about what happens

. . i -
every morning. Parents are making the preparations to get 10 work.

“and those preparations include for most working families putting

their children in the care of others. And most..even before thev're
. - . i < - N .

out the door. are worrying about the logistics of the care that their

children will receive. Some are even|worrving about the satety or




Ihere are many who are \mndmn” w hethcr thu would get
better quality care if theyv could pav more. Others are struggling to
deterniine how thev'll be able to atford next month's pavment. And
there are many who are in the work torce who worry every dayv about
- how they'll care for their child and ho'ld down the 10b that thev '
need. Mlany parents will go 10 work. |bul have trouble tocusing on
“work because thev are worried about the smtﬂn that thelr daughter

had or w onderm” how their son is tarln“
'

.-\nd'before we tinish today. many more working parents

. will keep looking anxiously at the clock and will murmur into
telephones. the mstrucuons that their children need after scnool
because their concerns don't end at thle end of the day for their
children’s school time. because parems won't et home. so that thev
have o worry about what happens to kup their chiid 5;1& and well
occupied during those hours. as'well,

These-are just some of the questions that America's

parents are asking themselves this morning and every morning that
they prepare to go to work. Some par'ems ask themselves these
questions"in the afternoon. as they prepare to go to a swing shitt.
or at midnight as’they start to work infone of the other mbq that.
~are essentual to keepmo our econom\ |stronU '

~ : !

' Eurlier this momh | went to the L:l]i\'erSi[}' ot Marvland
to visit its-center for voung children. and as soon as [ walked in
the door | knew immediately it was Ihle kind of place any ot us would
feel comfortable sending our children!, [ was. frankly. tempted to
~sign up mvselt. The walls were painted bright colors. There was
lots o1 natural light. The workers. thex.g were creative. energetic
and focused. Inside there were tovs ahd crafts material. Outside
' there was a playground. —\nd lhe Ll1115r6n looked happy and oce Llplud
- and tull of energy.

. Now: later | lert the center to make a speech. and after
the speech [‘opened the tloor to questlons And the very tirst
question was one that [ lhout!ht summed up the dilemma that we race
today. It came froma divorced mother who works tull time as'a
~secretary at the university. To send hler 4-vear-old son to the
center [ had visited. she told me. wi ould cost $6.000 a vear. a
quarter of her income. and she just couldn't do it. She had to do
" some real juggling to get the situation|that she told me about. She

was able to send her son to-another less expensive center because she




qualified tor a-scholarship. and she mo

p— SN —

ved back in with her parents.

Otherwise. she said. | would have to.quit my job and go on weitare.
and then [ would have 1o worry about who \\ould watch my unia as-|

{

looked tor a job. .
i

She and so many women like 1erare the reason we are

here today. and parents like Paula Bro

I
oY
T,

lio. who 1s here with us+in
I

the East Room. represent the millions o1 parents who worry about this
important issue. Thirteen million. ~\m?ncan children spend all or
some of their dayv being cared for by someone other thian their parent. ’

 Yet. a recent national study found that
~ our country is. "poor to mediocre. with
and toddlers in rooms having less,than

The study also concluded that
- rooms serving, infants in centers provid
*quaht\ as 10 jeopardize children's‘healt

child care at most centers in
almost half of the intants
minimal quality.”

fully 40 percent ot'the

ed care that was ot suc
h.-satety or dev dopmem

1 poor
A

: |
recent Univ ersity.of Colorado at Den\ er survey ot child care in. lom

~ states found only-one in seven child ca
© quality. '

.And quality care. as Paula and

itis available is often tinancially out.of

1993 census. families earning ‘under S

AR
re cemers 10 be ot a00d

so many others kKnow. whe
reach. According to the
200 a month or fess than

$15.000 a vear pay an average of 2

care..

percem of their income 1or child
care: Middle class tamilies are hit harcli as well.
earning up to 536 000 a year pay 12 perccm of their | income for child

These tamilies.

‘ The urgency of this conterence today: to focus on ciiid
care is hewhtened by the new suentlnc information we have about

the emotional and intellectual dev e]opment of vouny children.
“learned at the White House Conference on Earl\ Childhood- De\ ciopmem

As \\s.. ?

" in April. what happens to a child in the’earhest vears affects how
-well he or she learns for a lifetime, . W ith 43 percent of our

children under the age of one in day care reﬁularlx

quality has tremendous bearing not jus
the future of our nation.

he tssue or
ton mdmdual fives. buton

t

- ‘What's more. we now know trom other studies that good
care. whether given at home or in a da\i care setting. 1s 200d care.

Done right. day care can be benetlcml
herefore \\orth our mvestmem

tor children. and 1t is. <

VP




There’s another reason that compels us to act. and that

ts demand. Demand for quality child
our new cconomy. which has meant.1
-changes in the American work torce ¢

care is growing. hastened on hyv
1 the last 4+ vears dramatic
nd i thé American tamihy s lite.

We know. tor example. that halt’ _nr'alll mothers with children under
one vear ot age are working outside the home. and not only are more.

parents working. thev are working loi

|
1ger hours.

Also. with weltare

reform we know that imanv more chilciiren awill be needing quaiity child

care.

So this conference is meant 1o starta conversation.

is only one dav. but we hope it is-a da
to-improve child caré in America. W
. entire navonal . community.
must be involved in' looking for soluti

! [
|\‘ that will'renew our ettorts

also hope it will involve our

DLLdUbL eV Ll\ aspect Ul UUI Itte lU"Lllk

ons. The rederal l'mu.nmm

has a role to play. but'so do stdte’ governments. pusiness and tabor.
the nonprotit.and religious communities. school SV xtems individual -

~ citizens. and cspecnallv parents.’

We also know there are mode
around the country and we will hear a

||s ot excellent child care
bout some ot them -- like the
t Start Program in North ‘

~military's dav care svstem or the Smatr
Carolina. These ininatives provide examples of best practices .md
can energize and inspire us.to do more.

We illso know how impo'r'tant' it is to ensure choice for
parents in their selection of child care| One size tits all child
. care does not tit America’s families. *\We don't work the same houxs
we don't have the same economic or other Kinds of pressures it _
we're déaling with. so we have to proviide more options and vo have o
empower parents with good information to enable them to'become good
consumers. We also have to .ﬁnd'way‘s that would make it easier and
more attordable tor parents who want to stay home with their children
tor some period of time to be able to attord to do"so_.

Sol hope we approach this co'n\'ersation with a certain
fearlessness. with the same kind of energy that | see on the tace of
a three or four-vear-old who's going about some task that he knows
will occupy himselt. We need to have the same kind of fearless »
approach. asking the hard questions and then listening to the

answers:




|
|
|
“There will be a lol‘or'questi(sins raised today --
quesuons about how to.ensure the satet\ ot every child in child
care: how to do a better job off Irammﬂ and paying care-givers: how
o encourage more emplovers to proy fide \.hxld care benetits o1 some
variety to employees: how to make st;x.usstui atter-school programs
. more widely avatlable: how to ineet the needs ot children withy
_disabilities: how to better support parents who choés;‘. otten ut
signiticant cost. to stay home with their children: how 1o ensure
“that quality and aftordability donot Jome at'the expense of one
another: and how to learn from the ood models that we have m every
community and state ot our coumr\ de also. how do we leave ‘
“ideology at the door and honestl\ address the real needs ot ~\menca
families.

Ihese are tough questions. and there are many more that |
we will be considering todayv: But 'wgi' consider these questions at an
opportune time. “And we hope that this conterence will spur the
~ . conversations-around kitchen-tables and water coolers and standing.in’
supermarket aisles or at.soccer games. or while going to or trom work
in the carpool -- whatever it takes 10 engage more Americans in this ’
-discussion. to make it clear that we want American parents-to succeed
at the most.tmportant task they have. lLarmg tor the néxt generation.
and to be good sworkers who contribute o the economy and the quadity
of life that we enjoy in our country. o

- Now. I'd like to address vour attention to.a video .
produced bv.New Screen Concepts. in association with the Fumilies and
“Work Institute. enmled "Wh\ Shouid We Qare abom Child Care?r"

Y

. :\"idco 15 shown)

ok ok ok ok

THE PRESIDENT: Thank vou very much. Welcome tw the
White House.  Thank vou very much. Kathy Carliner. for vour-
remarkable statement. And I thought|vou were very good in the film.
‘Rob Reiner wants to give you a screen test. (Laughter. )

I am so happy to see all of vou here. There are many
people here w ho might well be introduced. but | think | must start
with the people who are terribly important to whether we will be able
to tully achieve our part of the great agenda we are going to lay out



http:contribuL.to

mda\' -- the menibers ot '('o'nﬁn.\;s; whi
their names. and then when |inish. JT

yare here. And Fd Tike wo el
& them all “;ldnd ‘

\ummr Hu‘b Kohi. wiio spot fsored | -wisidnon on ¢hibd

care: Senator.

ack Reed: Longrcssn'uur-BM( lav: Congressman Nanady

Levin: Congresswoman Rosa Delaurd: Congresswoman Lynn Woolsen:

Congresswoman Sue Kellv:

Xavier Becerra: and Congressman Nic
Congress who are here pleasc smnd
. %pplaus;.

T

Congressywoman Maxine Waters: Congressman
‘i\ Lampson. Would the members 01 :

1 ank vou tor comm"

'd also l[ke 10 thank myv. lonﬂume friend -- Hl laryv and

I have been triends of Governor Jim Il
are here. tor-aimost 20. vears now.
here or enrhis-way,.
the head. ot the AFL

hanl\ youvery muh '

Sweeney.
us today . |

This is a happ\ dav'at the Whi

Mavor Clever, we
-CHO, and others swho hd\L LIS Loy

unt and his wife, Carolvn. \\h

And | think Gover nor Romer 1s .

re giad to see vou. And Joim

Wity

te House Hirst. ror all

the peopk in the administration and all those who have worked with
them tor months and months ‘and:months 1o heip this daycome to puss:

and sc(.ond. and even more xmponam

from my: point of yiew. this is

happy day because | have been Immmﬂ to the First Lady wlk-about

this for morc than 23 vears now -- fiau
will finally be able to participate in at

what | have been told for a long time |
“And [ say that in good humor. but also

This 1s an anniversary ot sorts
Cvears d*‘o todav as a nC\\I\ announud

vhter) -- and it may be that |
gasp a small fraction ol
should be doing. (Laughter.
with great seriousness.

for me. |t was six’
candidate tor President thar |

went back to my alma mater at CGieorgetown and bemm a series ol three

.

speeches outlining what I thought -\merica ought 1o look-like m‘,

2lst century and what [ thought'we would have to do 1o create ¢
country in which evervone had an opportunity. evervone was g.xpectcd
.10 be a responsible citizen. and where we came together across ll

the lmes that dl\ ide us into one comml

There are many things that are

done. but clearlv two of them are. first!
1o be able 10 succeed at work and at ho
And if we put people in the position of
one over the other. our country 1s Uomt
‘Obviousiv. if people are worried sick a

,llll[\

necessa’r}‘ for that to be
people in this country have |
me in-raising their chiidren.
essentially having o chose
to be profoundly w cakened.
bout their children. and thev-



http:thl:.'hl:.':.l~i.of

‘important.job. and our most solemn r

“and S\'llgxt~,\\'e“sLill have to do. And wl

‘ Aunencas next great fromler m stren

‘ tammes than ever before.” We've col

tail at work. 1t's not just individual fir

tabric and strength of the country thatis weakened.

ms. it's the economic
Lar more -

important. i peopie tail at home. thuI have failed in our-most

Second. we'll never be the ki
be unless we believe that every child
ought to have a chance 1o make the n
abllmes

That's why we're here today 1

a lot. 1o make sure we hive by what w
parémsxhould'bc able to succeed at ho
child counts. - No parent should ever |
tamily: between earning a decentw: a<

cspon»;bt[n\

1d ol coumr}‘ we ought o
counts and that every child
108t of his or her God-given

- l0 examine wiere we are

1at we still have to do is quite
e believe when we say that all”’
ome and at work and that every
1uve o chose between work and
e and caring ror a child.

Especiallyrin this'daviand age when most parents w ork. nothing 15

more important. as vou-have just hea
finding child care that is, affordab e.a

!utuxe

As the Catholic Conterence §

A » . 2
love a child and no policy can substiv

rd Kathy Carliner sav. than -
ccessible. and sate. ‘[tis-
eth"ening our families and our

1as noted. no government can
ute for a familv's care. But

. { . ¥
there is much that we can do to help parents do their duty to their

children. From my days as governor
President. strengthening families has
have worked on. I’ m very proud that

ot Arkansas to my service uas
been a central goal of what |
the first bill | had the

opportunity 1o sign mto law as President was the Familv. and Medical

; Leave Act s that no ‘parent has 10 Lllloose hetween car mn for d thld
“or keeping a iob w hen a tamll\ mun?er 15 1l

The expanded earned incometax credit helps to ensure

that parents who work don't have to r

aise their children in poverty.

No one who is out there working full-time with children should have

to worry about that. Expanded Head

Start programs are serving more
ected record sums-of child

support enforcement. The hxstorlc bclllanced budget [ signed this .
summer provides a $500- per—ch:ld tax credit and heips parents to pay

tor their children's college education
and Pell Grants. the HOPE Scholarsh

through IRAs. expanded loans
1p and other tax credits.

The Congress has before it now a program of Secretary




Rilev's called 21st Century Communi

that environment.

i

we ask for lunds 1o help our states kee

v Schools inwhich
p our schools open after

classroom hours for children who have no place else 10 o and need

We've also made some progre
1993,
families payv tor nearly

unpreceaemed opportumt\ to lead: to
child care more affordable.

But we have to do more.

child care assistance has m«.reas&.d by 7t
va million thldrcn.
retornn dghaue; we fought and won the
" assistance by $4 billion over the Next $ix vears. uiving states an

sson ch'i dreate. Sinee

) percent o help
Lastyearin the welbtare
battle 1o expand child c.;il:c_ '

mnO\ ate in enorls 1o make

- With more mmlhea requmd W

relv on two mcomes to make ends meet. with more single-parent
families than.ever. more voung children are left in the care ol

others even in-their earliest-vears.

the entire rest of their lives. It's also tr
schoolchildren are returmn" o empty

The 1irst thing we have 10 do1
parents 1o spend ume with their children whenevier possible.

why [ hope the Congress will vote to ¢

.-\nlfi'as the First Lady said. we.
“learned at our Conterence.on Early C 1?ilthO(i:al’l‘d the Brainathat's -
_when children develop or tail-to develop-capacities that-will shape s -

ue that more and more
homes after school

s to make it possible o~
That's
>xpand the Familyv-and Mediceal

Leave law so that parents at least can take some time off for their

And | support flex-time laws t
choose between receiving ov ertime m
Iamllun

~ . children’s medical appointments. teacher conterences and other: hasu;~ ~
- duties. :

hat will allow workers 1o
pay or in time oftf with their

But dunnu those times w: hen chlldren cam be w uh Ihur

to learn and grow. As we all know. to

" parents. they imust get care that keeps them sate and that helps them |
0 ¢ often that isn't the

case. Too often. child care is unartord’able inaccessible and.

‘sometimes. even unsafe. The cost. as'Hillary said. strains millions

of family budgets. And government assistance meets just about a-

lists sometimes takes months or vears
10 cobble 1ogether unstable arrangeme

The shortage of care puts old

" quarter of the need. Even for those who can afford it. sometimes
* good care is hard to find. as Kathy said in her remarks. Waiting

to move. lorcing many parents -
nts. ST

er children at risk. as
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well, Five million of them bel\ucn Ihc ages of tive and 14 are lent
to tend tor themselves atter school. i\nd as they get older. that

increases the chances that they’ Il be cxposed to drugs. mbacw and
crime. S o S )

Finallv. studies have shown that 100 many c_hzld care
facilities are literally unsate. The trage di es that have befallen
families w ho depended on child care|continue to make headlines ull
across our nation.” This conference is an important step ‘forward in
- addressing ail these issues. \\'h'dp we learn today should spur us on -
to find ways to help parents. all parents. atford safe. atfordable. -
high quality child care. whether.it's at home a child care center or
-a neighbor's house :

fn the coming; months. our admlmslmuon will developa
plan to be unveiled at the next. State ¢1 the. L nion. to improve ACCCN |
“and.affordability. and:to help torensure.the satety of child .care in .
America. Inthe meantime. [ want to|announce four specific things we -
can do right now. ' ‘

.First. I'm asking Congress tofestablish a.new .
scholarship rund for child care providers. (Applause.; Too many
care-givers don't have the training thev need to provide the best .

- possible care. Those who do have {r:‘tining are rarely compensated
- -with higher wages. Thé scholarship program I propose will help
students earn their degrees as long as| thev remain in the chiild care .
~field for at least a year. and it will ensure that care-givers.who
complete their training will receive albonus or a raise.

- Second. we-have to weed out the people who have no
business taking care of our children in the first place. | am-
transmitting to Congress the Nationa] Crime Prevention and Privacy
Compact. which will make background cliecks on child care providers
. easier and more effective by eliminating state barriers to shariny -
criminal histories for this specitic purpose. | urge Congress o
pass and states to rauf\ this enlslanon ‘

Third. I've asked Secretar\ Rubm 1o 0\ ersee a w orkm”
eroup on child care. composed primarily of business leaders \\orkmu
‘with labor and community representatives to find wavs more businesses
can provide child care or help their employees atford hlgh guality
child care. And again. 1 thank John %\V@f:ﬂ&}' for his important
-support of this initiative. (Applause.i In some ways the most

9




: lSSUC

‘National Service through its To Learn ar

¢ripping part of that film we saw was the tather talking about how he

was |USt consumed \ch worry at WOrk. .\n purcm should ever have w
-go through that .t . o

" Finallv. we must use community service to strengthen and
expand dccess to after-school programs. | Today. the Corporation for
rn and Grow Initiative will pledge
to help aﬁer-Scthl programs all across (l;)ur' country to use’’ /

volunteers.to provide better care to children. |t is releasing a

how-to manual for groups who want to incorporate community sérvice
into.after-school programs. And | think that. Secretary Rilev. if we
can win in our little budget battle here on the 21 century’community’
schools. then together we can do some real good out there onthis

My friends. tor centuries. over two now. the American

~Dream has represented a compact that those who work hard and play by

the rules should be able to build beuer lives for themselves and for
their children. ' In this time. and even mo‘re into the tuture, child

|

“care that is too expensive. unsate or unavailable will be a verv

stubborn obstacle to realizing that tdrea’ml. So let us commit
ourselves to clearing the obstacle. 10 helping parents fulfill their

most sacred duty. to keeping the American Dream alive for them and. -
~ most important. for their children. ‘ - ‘

. Thank you very much. ( ::\pp auée,)

¥ kLK ok F
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