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" 'MRS. CLINTON: Thank you und please be seated. and 

welcome'to the White House Conferdnce on Child Care, We un: 


I 
deliehted to have with us in the East Room todav members of,Cul1l!ress 
and ~he President's Cabinet. other ofdcials from 'the l!o\ernmem he~'c 
in Washim.!ton. ' We have man\' electJd officials' fro~ around the 

- 'I ' 

country and a great group ofdistinguished guests. in91uding parents 

and experts in this important is~ue. j, ',' ' 


I also, want to greet the hundrbds of people gath~red at' 
,the Departments of Al!riculture~ Labdr. and Health and Human Sen ice:; 
,here. in \~iashin!!ton. a~d to the thousdnds more who areioininu lI~\i~1 
satel'lite h-om the more than' 00 sites lat Llni\'ersities~ ho~pilals :l!l~j 

schools and businesses around the country, ' 


I . " , 

rd like to take a minute for ali, ~f us to think about 
what's happening in America this mofning. and about what happells 
every morning. Parents are making t~e preparations to gel to work. 
and those preparations include for m~st working families putting 
their children in the care of others. Ahd most..even before they're 
out the door. are worrying about the .Ibgisticsof the care'that tlleir 
children will receive. Some are en~n worrying about the satcty or 

quality or that care. 


, 



, 

. .. There are man~· "ho are ~,on~~ring "hethenhe' would gel. 
better quality care it,' they could pa~. nrore, Others ~re struggling tl) 
deternillle ho\\' they II be able to attor1d next month s paymelll, ,\nd 
there are many who are in the \\ork I(.'ll'ce \\'ho \\"()rn' eyen' day about 

, ho" they'll c;re for their child and h()~ld Jl)\\n theil;b that:the~
need, . \ lany, parents \\'ill go 10 \\'ork. t)utha\,e trouble focusing 011 

'work because they are worned about the sllItt1e that thelrdauuhter 
had or \\'onderilH.!- ho\'~' their son is tar!inu, 

~ I 
I ' 

,\ndbefore we linish today, ILII1Y l1lore \\l)rking parellls 
\\ill keep luoking anxiously at the cll)ICk~lIld \\ill Illurmur illll) 
tdephones the instructions that t,heir dhildren need after~chool. 
because their con~erns don't end at th~ end of the da\' for their 
children's school time. because paren\s \\on't get.ho~e. so that the~ 
haw ll1 \\orr~ about \\hat happens t(1 keep their chiiJ sar~ ~lIlli \\ell 
oecupied during those hours. as\\'ell., 

These are just s'ome of the questions that America's 
parents are asking themselves this m9rning and ev'ery morning that 
they prepa,re to go. to work, Some pa~ents ask themselves thes,e, 
questlonsm the atternoon. as they prepare to go to a s\\'mg shltt. 
~)r at midnight as'they start to ~~ork inJone of the,ntheriobs thal 
are essential to keeping our economY"lstrong, '. ' '. . 

I 

. ' Earl ier tl'lis month I \\ent to tl~e L~ ni \'ersi t\ 0 f :vlan'l and 
to visit'itscenter for \'oun!! children. Jnd as soon ~s I walk-edin 
the door I knew imm~diat~ly it \vas tl~e kind ofplace any of us \\,ould 
feel comfortable sending our' Children!, [ was. frankly, tempted to 

·si~n UD nwself. The walls \\'ere oaint&d bri~ht colo~s, There \\~h 
lo~s ()I: nat'ural li!.!ht. The \\orker~thet!e \\er~ (reati\\.'. ener~L'lic 
", -, I 

~lnd rl.cused, Inside there were toys ajl~ crafts material. ~ )UbiLk 

. there \\as a playground, .-\nd the children looked happy and ()(cuplcd 

and full of energ~:- ,',"'j' '.' .' ... 

I '· I I. d ' Now. Iater I eft t le center to make a speech. an atter 
the speech I opened the noor to questions, And the \'eA' tirst 
question was one that I thought sumn~ed up the dilemm-a that'\\e racc 
today, It came from a divorced mothJr who works full-time as' a ' 
-. I 

secretary at the universitv, To send her 4-vear-old son to the 
,- " I', . 

center I had visited. she told me. \\'Quld cost $6.000 a vear. a 
ljuaner of her income. and she just co~ldn't do. it. She" had to "iu 
some real juggling to get the situationl that, she told me about. She . 
\\'~s able to send her son to another less expensi\e center hecaLlsl: she: 

" 
, 
""I , ' 

. 
... 

I ., 



! 
I. 

4uali tied lor" scholarship. and Shemtcti hack in ""h her ","\'nl>. 

Otherwise. she said. I \\ould ha\(.~ to (\~it 111\ job ami !.!() on \\ .:It~lr':.
'1 • ' ~ 

1
and thel: I \\'CHIld ha.ve to worr~' apout rho\\ould \\Jtch 111: chi III :.1:' I 

looked lor <.11011, .' I ' ' 


i 
She and so manv women like herare the reason \\c ~1I''''' 


here tod'ay. and parents iike P:lUla Bro~lio. ,\\ho IS here \\itb LIS in . 

the East Room. represent the millions br parents who \\orry at)ollt this 

important issue. Thirteen millionAI11Jrical~ children spend all PI' 


some of their day. being cared for b~ sdmeone other than their parent. 

·Yet,. a recent national study toundthatjchild care,Jtmost·centersin 

our country is. "poor to mediocre. witH almost half of the imants 

and toddlers in rooms having less,than minimal quality," , 


The sludy also cone hided that :fully, ..W pei'ccl1I ohh.: 

rooms scn'ing. intants in centers pro\'ided can: Ihat\\<1s of such ppor 

quality as I;)ieopardizc childrcll·s'healih.safet·y or de\c)opmenl. ,\ 

recent Li ni versirv of C610rado at Dem·br sUI~\'e\' of child care 111 Il.llll' 


states tound onl('one in seven child 'ca~e cente~s to be bf !lond 

,quality' .I',' 

..And Ljuality care. as Paula andjsomany 0thers K!l()\\, \\h .... n 

itis avai:lable is ollen tinancialh' out.ol' reach, .-\ccordin!.! to Ii.. ..: 

~ 9:5census. families earningu;l?C~ 511.::0U a m~n~h or i;ss than 

~ b.OOO a year pay an averageot 2) P9rcent ot their IIlcome lor child 

l.:are. Middle class tamilies are hit hard as well. These lamili~s. , 

earning up to 536.000 a year pay 12 pe;rcent of their income tor child 

care.' . I . 

[:, . I' . I d ' .,
1~ l\l'!.!enc\ or t liS conterence to a\ to tocus on ll1!ld 

care is hei!.!l1te~ed b\' the new scientiticl info~mation \\c hay;: abt;lIl . 
th~ emotio~lal and i~tellectual developrllent of young children., .\~\\ c 
learned at the White House Cont'erenc~ on Eilfly Childhood Dewlopment 

. in April: \\'l1at happens to a child in thel earliest years affects how .' , 
w~ll he or slle learns tor ~ life~ime .. Wiith 45 p~rcent of our . ' . 
chtldren under the aQe ot one In da\' care re!!ularlv. Ihe issue l) t 

, .... .. ., . . .' 

quality has tremendous bearing not just on individualli\'es. ,blll (II) 


the future of our nation. I . 
, 

·Wha(s more. we now kno\\! frdm other studies that ~(}od 

care. \vhether gi ven at home or 'in a da)1 care setti Ilg. is gooJ~car.... 

Done right. day care ~an be beneticial tor children. and it 

therefore. wonh our investment. 


-' 



, There's ~1I10ther rCJS,on that compels LIS [(l acl. and th~1l 
is demand, Demand for,q~lality childlcare is grc)\\ing, hastened on hy 
\Ill!' nc\\ ~c()nOl1l\, \\llll:llIUS mcantlll tlle !ast-+II \~ars dramall-: ' 

'cilan!.!es in the .·\;nerican \\ork force clnd in thl5 :\n'leric'an blllih ',; lit'~, 
- I ' , 

We kno\\, lor example, that halt' nt' all mothers with children lInd~r ' 

one vear 0 fa!.!e ~are \\'orkin!.! outside tl~e home, arid not on hare morl' 
. ,- ,-' I' . 
parents \\orking, they are \\'orking longer hours, ,\Iso, \\ith \\dfarc 
reform \Ye k110\\ tliat illan\ more chilclJrell\\'ill beneedin!.! qllaiil\ child . I -, 
care, , ,I ,

'" '; I ' 
So thi's conterence is meant to stana con\e'rsatio'n, Ii 


is onl\' one da\', blit \\'e hODe it isa lIak that \\illrene\\ our ('n~)n~ 

lLlimproH: child care in ,-\;llerica, wJ also hope it \\ill il1\ol\".' \ llil 

entire 'nalinnal.communit\. :b~caus~ cJen', ~Isne~t (It' ()ur I i I~' t( 1~~lIh.T 

must h~ il1\\)lwuin luoking 1(11' solutilon~, r'h~ l~dcl'al g(l\~I':I~l1elll


' ,I ,,' d I ' Il~S a ro Ic to pIa~', I)lIt so L10 st:i.tc gll\'t~rnl1lepts, l'lISllleSS an 1:1l1\1!'. 


the nonprotitand religious communiti1es. school systems; indi\iuual 

citizens. and especially parents,· 


\\'c also-know there arenl0dels ot' excellent child car~ 
, I 

around the countn' and \\e \';ill hear about some llt'them -- lii,;~ ti1~ 

, , militar~"s day car~ system or the Slllilljt Start Program in \onl, 
Carolina, These initiatives pro\'ide t;!x:amplesor' best, practices ~llld 

, d" d Ican energIze an lIlSplreus,to 0 more, 

\Ve also know how impo'rtant it is to ensure choice for 
parents in their selection of child care, One size tits all child 
care does not tit America's families, We don't \\'ork the saille hours, 
we don't ha\c the same economic or o~her kimi:; L)f presslires [iLit 
\\'e're uealing \\ith. ~tl \\eha~'e ,topro\jiue more, (ll'tions ~lllJ \'.L' ha\c't.'l , ' 
empower parents \\'llh good lIltormatlon to en,able them to becol1l~ gUOll 

consumer's', We also ha\'e to tindwav~ th~lt would make it caSler and 
~ore affordable fO,r,parents'who wan'tlt,~ stay h?mewith their children 
tor some perIod ot time to be able to aHord to uoso, 

, , I 

So I hope \\'e approach this coh\'ersation witha certain 

fearlessness. with the same kind of en~rQ\' that I see on the' face ot' 
, ' I _. , 
a three or four-vear-old who's (win!! afuout some task that he kno\\s 

will occupy hi~1self. We need-to h;vel the same kind of fearless 

approach. asking the hard questions al{d then listening to the 

answers, 




. ;. 

I 
There \\'ill be a IotaI' queslIohs r:J1Scd today -

I • 

questions about ho\\"to, ensuni th~ sa(ety of e\'ery child in child 
care: how to do a better job or'traimng and paymgcare-givets: htl\\ 
to encnLir~lg.: mon: ~l11ployers ttl prO\iid.: -.:hild l:an: benetits (ll..;,ll1h.' 
'~lrieIY I() ell1ployees: how to mak.: s)lcc.:ssful afier-st:il0(ll pwgr~II11:-
more widel, <I\aibble: how to ineet the needs of children with' 


, disabilities:' how 10 better support parbl1ls \\ho choo~e. often <It' 


, si!!niticant cost. to stav home \\ith thbir children: ho\\ io ensure 

, th;tquality al1dan~rdabi)ity do:not c:ome althe e\:pense of on.: 

another: and how to learn from the !!ood models that \\'e h~l\e, in ':\':1"\ 

cOn~~lll11il\ and ~tate ofour'c'ountr\~ hl'id. also. how dn \\e,ka\<.." . 
, • ' • I 

, ideology at the door and honestly address the real needs ot' America's 
families. 

. These are loughquestions.and ihere are l11an~ more that 
\\e \\ill beconsiderin!.!:toda\: Blll\\J consider these Lluesti(ll1s. at all_. I 

(lpportune time, '.-\nd we hopeJhat this l'onferel1l:e \\ill spur til.: 
l:onversations around, kitchentablesa1nd water coolers and st:.lI1di 11!.!, in ' 

" I, " , 
~up~rmarketaisles or atso~cer ¥amel.or while going to. or fr()111 \\:nrk 
111 the carpool -- whatever It takes 10 en!!a!!e more Americans 1I1 thIS 
discussiOl1. to make it clear that we \Y~lI;t' ,~merical1 parents,t() sllcct:ed 
at the most. important task they haw. bring tor the ne\:t generation, 
ahd to be ,!lond ~\orkers'who contribuL.to the cCllnOm\ and th~ duaiil\ 
Ilf life tha; \\~ enjoy in our coulllry, I '" 

i . 

, Now.l'dliketo address vouf<ltteniion to. a \'ideo' .' 
produced by .New Screen Conc~pts. i~ association with the Families anJ 

. \Vork Institute. entitled. "Wh~,Should We Care about Child ell\,"'"I, . 
, Video is shown. ) 

I 
* * * * * 

, 1 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank YOU ver\' much. Welcome tn the 
White House.· Thank' you very much. Kath~~ CarlineI'. for youI' 
remarkable statement. And I 'thought you \\'ere \'ery good in the lilm, 
Rob Reiner wants to give vou a screen test. (LauQhter.), 

, ," . I . 
I am so happy to see all of yo'u here. There are man~' 

people here wh'o might \\;ell be introd~ced. but I think I must st;,l\'l ' 
\vith thepeopJe \vho are terribly'impdrtant to whether \w \\ill he ahle 
to full\" achieve our part ofthe!lreat ~!!enda \ye are !loin!.! tn la\ (llit. , . - T . - - . 

http:contribuL.to


I 
I 

I 

IOda\ -- the m':l11her~ MCo'min:ss \\hJ) :11'': h':lT, ',\nd [\Jlil,;\.' !II -::::: 

Ihcil:nal11\.'s, and then \\hen [-ril11sh, aAI< tl1l:.'l11 all tll stand, , r , 

,\el1~ltor I-krb h.uh L \\Iio 'slinliLreJ ku i~latilln l )ji -:11 ild 
'< -::,m:: Sellator.Jack Reed: COl1gn:sslllali~ -BilIC~lY: CllngreS'sli1~lI1 ~:lIid\ 

!.c\in: Clll1UI'CSSwoman Rosa I)\.'Lauro: Cll)1!.!l"i.~SS\\oman L \1111 \\, Ilds,-''.: 
'Cont!ress\\,{~l11an SUe h.elh: Con~n:sst\Ol11al; \Iaxinc: \\dtc'l's: Cl)I1!.!I\"S~ma'n 
Xavier Becerra: and COIH!~eSsmari \iJk LampsOil. Would thl.' n1\::n~Dcrs ot',

-,. I ' 

Congress \\110 are here please stand, Thanh YOLI for coming, ' 
L-\pplause.l ' 

, ['d also like to thank m~ ,longtime friend -- r,Iillary and , 
I have been friends ofGo\'etnor Jim Hunt and his \\'ife. Carol\'n. \\/in 
:~re here, ttw,almost 20, years nnw, .\n6 I think Cio\,ernorR(ln'H::r is, 
here or t.lll'his,\\'a\', ~.I;\or Ck\\.'1'. \\Jr..: !.!bd to s..:e\llU, ,\Ild.ll ' 

\\\('ene\:, thl:.'hl:.':.l~i.of th'l:.' .\FL-CI(). :U!iJ \:t11.:rs ·\\'110 i1a\C,-:llI11C It \' '.\ :1:1 ' 

LIS lodm'. I thank \OU \\.'f\ much,' I " ' , . . 'I 
This is a happy day' at the \\h\te House. tirst· for all 


the people in the administration and all those who ha\'e worked \\ ith

" I' ,

them lor months and months :ll1dmonths to help thisdi.ly;(ol11~ tll j1:ts~: 

, and second. and eVen 1110reimport:lnLtfrom my, point of tic\\. this is :: 
happy d:lyhec<.luse I han~ been listenirig to the First L:.ldy tal~.:tb(l,lIt , ' 
this for morl.' than 25\'ears now -~ (laul!!i1tt'n -- and it l1iJ\ ht' thaI I 
\\'ill finally he ableto'participate in at i~ast a small fracti011 01' 

, what I have he~n told for a long time,ll sh~uld be doing. '(laughter I 
And I say that 111 good humor. but also with great senousness., , 

, This is an anniversary pf sorts tor me. It \\'JS si~ '. 

years agtl tllday as a rie\\'!y-annOlll1(cdcandidate 'for President thar I 


\\'em back to 111\' alma mater at Cieor!!eto\\i1 and be!!:.ll1 a si:ri\.!:, ,q' tI1!'l'~' { 


speeches outlining what I thought Al~trica ()ught td look"li~e in the 

21 st century and what I thou!!ht'\\'e \\'ould have to do to create ~l 
, • , , - I ' 
country in which everyone had an 0ppol1unity, everyone was cxpecteJ 

, to be a responsible citizen. and \\here ~vecame tot!ether across all 
,the lines that divide us into one commilinit\" - ' 

I " . 

There are many things that arelnecessary torthatto he 

done. but dearly two of them are. tirstl people in this cOllniry ha\ I..' , 

to be able to sllcceed at work and ,at 11~me in raising their children, 

And if we put people in the position oJ[ essentially having to diUSI..' 


one over the other. our country is going to be protoundly \\eakcn..:d, 

'Obdously. ifpeople are worrieQ sickdbout their children. and Ihe~ . 

6 
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t~lil at \\()rk, iI'" not .il,lst individual ti1lms" it's the 'ccon?mic 

tabrlc and strenmh at the countr\' that IS weakened, Lar 1110fl: 


important. i,' pe~pje tail at home',lhd ha\e jailed Il1 ourniost 

:important,job, ;Jnd Ollr most solemn r~sponsihility , 

" " Second, we'J[ never be the kil1d 01 COlll1lJ'\" \\1;.' oUl.!ht III 


be unless \\e believe that e\'ery chi Id jCOllntS and;hat e\'er~'child 

ought to hu\:e a chance to make the most of his or her God'l.!i\'en 


,-, ' ' 
abilities, 

, " ThaIs ~\'hy we're here today r to cXaI:line \\here ,\\~ an.: 
, and what,\\'e sull ha\'e to do, Alld \\lrat we still ha\'(;~ to OOIS qUIte' ' 

a lot. to make ~ure \\'e live by w\1at \\jebelieve when we saythat all ' 
parents should, be able to succeed at home and at work Jnd thaI \.'\en 

, " I,' 

child coums,\l1parenr should e\l'r haw tn chose rc-[\\een \\(lrk ~lI1d 

I'amih: het\\ec:n camillI.! a decencwabe,and carin!! (~~ra child, 
Espe~ially!in this'day'a;ld ag~ \\'hen 111OS~, parems-\\ork, nothing is 
1110relmportant~ as vou'have lust heard Kalh\' Car/mer sa\', than', 
tindinQchild care that is affo~dable'. Jccessib"le. and sate. 'It is ' 

, Ameri~a's next great frontier. in streligthe~illg our families and Ollr 
flllure, 

,'\5 the Catholic Conference ~1aS noted. no I.!o\efnmt.'nt. C,1I1 


Iowa child and no,polic\' can substit!ute for a famii\:, can.:" nut 
. I ' , 
there is much that we can do to help parents do their duty to their 
children, From my days as governor of Arkansas to my sen'ice as 
President. strengthening families has been a central goal ofwhat I 
have worked on, 'I'nl very proud that the first bill I had the " ' 
opportunity to sign Into law as I?resident \\as the F amil~ and \ kdical 

, L'.:a\'e Act. ~u tl~at nO'narent has t(> cl\oose hetween carin'.21ilr,1 child 
, ' , I 

, l\rkeepll1gail\h \\h~na family l11~mper is ill. 

, 'The expanded earned inconJrux credit helps to'en;un: 
that parents \\'ho work don't have to Jaise their children in poverty. 
No one \\'ho is out, there working fUllll-time with children should ha\e 
to worry about .that. 'Expanded Head Start programs are sen'ing more 
families than ever before, We've collected record sums of child 
supportentorcement, The historic b,l~nced budget I signed'this , ' 
summer provides a S500-per-childta~ credit and helps parents to ,pay 
tor their children's college education Ithrough IRA,s. expanded loans 
and PellGrants. the HOPE Schoiarsnip and other [ax credits, ' 

1-1" h 'b t' . I 'Sle Congress as e ore Il no\\ a program 01 . ecrerary 

, I 



f 
I 

. Rile\'s ,,"lied cI 5t Century "'111[;1l1l11 Sehonl, in whieh 
\\e ;sk til!' funds to help o'lIr slates k~Ji) pur schouls open a(lI:r 

dassroPIl1 hours lor children \\ho ha\t: no rl:,Kl: else to !:2l1 and need 
that ell\'ironmem. 

, ' \\'e\e also made some rrogrcss 011 chikh::lh:. ~ince 

'-',;; 1993. child carc assistance has increa~ed by in percem tf\ hdp , 
families pay tor nearly a million children. L:.lst' year in the \\ell'are 

, retormd~hate: \Ve,t~ugbt and \\'on thel'battle to expand c,l,lild care 
asslstance,by.54 billion o\'er the l1ext SIX years. gl\'1l1g SlalCS :111 

unprecedented,opportunity to lead.. to i Illlo\'ate i11 er'tons to 111:lk~' 
child care 1110re affordable,' 

8Ul we have to do more" With more families required t(\ , , " I ,,".'
rd \' 011 t\\0 mcomes to make ends meet. "lth more SllluJc-parem , 

r~lI~lilies til:ll1.cver. 1l10re'\()ul1!..!childrbn ::11'1:: left in the ~a1'0 01, : 

uthers e\en in their earli~st'\'e;rs, ,·\naas the'First Lad,\': said. \\ e, 
karned,at ollr Conference,o~ EarhCliildhood,undlhe'BrailLthat's ': ' 
when children developer fail,to d~\'elbp'capacities that.~\'ill shapc,\", 
the entire rest of their li\'es. It's also ti:ue that more and mort: 
schoolchi ldn:n are returning tn empty Ihomes ~fter school. 

,, I' " , , 

The Jirst thing \\e 11a\e to dcl.ls to make it possible Itlr. 
parents,W spend time with thei~ childrhn \\'helie\\::r possihle, lb:ll'~ 
why I hope the Congress will yote to Jxpand the FamilY'<lIl<..i \kdical 
Leave law so tbat parents at least can take some lime orf for their 
chi'ldren's rnedical appointments.'teaclher conferences and otherb~sic, 

, I." ' . ' 
duties. And I support flex-time laws that wi II allow \vorkers to 

choose bet\\'een n:ceiying oye:time inlpa: or in time oth\ nh thell' 

Ilun il ie; I.. 
But dunn!! those times when children can't be \\'Jill their - I'" , . ' 

. parents. they illUSt get care that keeps them safe and that helps them 
to learn and grow. As we all kno,w: 10:0 often that isn't tlie . 
case. Too often. child care is unaffordable. inaccessible ::1I1d. 

I 
'sometimes. even unsafe. The cost. as·iHillarv said. strams millions 
offamih budgets. And '12o~'ernment aksista~ce meets just about (1' , • - -, I" 
quarter of the need. Even for those who can atford it. sometimes 
!.wod care is'hard to find. as Kaliw said in her remarks, Waitin!.! , 
lists sometim,es takesmonthsor ):ears[to moye. rorci'ng mall:' p;rems 
to cobble lO!!ether unstable arrani!ements. . • . . 

.' . .. .' - ' - l' " , 
The shortage of care puts older'children at risk. :1;0; 
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\\ell. Fi,emillion of them bet\\~el1 the:.l!..!es (\f fiw and 1.+ ~lre !...·,·t 

to fend li)r themsel\'es utter scho(\1. !\nd;~ the\ nlder. ti1::n 


, "1' • 
illcreases the chances thatthe~'I,1 b~ exposed to drugs. lObucwand 

crime . 


. I:inalh. studies ha\'e sh~)\\n [hat 100 man\ child ~J.r(: 
facilities are li'teralh' unsafe. The traLedies that I;a\e befallen 
tamilies \\'11~ dep~nded on child. carerconiinu~ to make headlines all 
across our nation. This conference is an important step·tof\\·ard in , 
addressing all these i~sues: \\'hat\\'ei learl) today should spur LIS on ' 
to tind \\ays to help parents. all pareFlls. afford sate. affordable.' 
high quality child care. whether. it's alt home. a child care center or 
'a neii!hbor's house . .

In the ,comim.! months. ,1Uf administration \\1 Ii (h:'\L'lt 'r ·~i 
, plan to bL·ume.iled a;'thenCXl.Slilte iq·the.L'l1iolLlll imprcne·:lcl'cs:-- . 

1. and,affordabiJiiy. ~lI1dlO. hdplO:enslIre,thesafety \~t' chilLi.care.!!'!', , 
.\merica. In the meantime. I \\'ant to announce four specitic.thing\ \\.,:' 
can do right now. 

, ,First. I'm askini! COIH.!re·ss to 'establish anew 

scholarship fund for child car~ pro\'iders. (Ap'plaus~.) lu\) 111;;11\ 


care-gi vel'S don't have the training thi:~ need to pr:o\ide the he...,t , 

, possible care. Thosewhodo ha\e dining are rareh compensated 
'with higher wages. The scholarship hrogram I propose wi II help , 
students ,earn their degrees as longasi they remain in the child care 

,tield for at least a vear. and it will ensure thatcare-!!ivers·who 
complete their trai'ning \~iJl recei ve a!bonus or a rai~e. 

. " , f 

, SL'cond. we have to \\'eed om the peopl~ ,who h:l\'C 11<1 


business lakin!! care of our children d1 the tirst nlace. I am ,

• - I' . , , ' 

transmittin!! to Coni!ress the i'iational Crime Prevention and Priqc\ 
Co~pact. \~hich wiil make backgroupd checks on child care pro\'id'er:-; 
easier and more effective by eliminatin!2 state barriers to shariril! 
criminal histories f~r this specitic pufp;se. I urge Congress til :- ' 
pass and stutes to 'rat i fy this legislati~n. " 

, ' Third. I've asked Secretarv Rubin to oversee a workih:.! 
group on child care. composed prima1rily ofbusiness leaders \\~orking 
with labor and community repres~ntJti\'es to tinq ways more husinesses 
can prO\:ide ~hild care ?r help their e~ployees afford high Llllalit;
child care, And again. I thankJohn Sweeney forhisimportam 
support of ih isini t i ati ve. (.~pplause. i' I n some \\ays the 111 oS! 
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grippi~g part of that film we saw was tl,b nuhcr 'talking about how he 

\\as just consumed with worry at \\ork. 
 :\0 pan:11l should en.'!' han: to 

go through that. . 


. Finallv. we must use communlt\· sen Ice to strenuthen and . 

expand access' to after-school progranis:i I"nday. the Cor;oration tor 

National Service through its To Learn m~d Grow Initiative \\'ill pledge 

to help after-school programs all across bur country to use' 

volunteers.to provide bett~r care to childlren. It is rel.easing a 

how-to manual for groups who \\ant to il,corporatecommunity sen'ice 

into.after~school programs. And I think !that: Secretary Riley. i1'\\'e 

can win in our little budaet battle here ol~the 21 cei1turv'communit\
.' - I . '. 
schools. then together. we can do some real good out thereon this . I 

! 
, i . Issue .. 

Mv friends. for centuries. (Wer two now. the American 

Dream ha; represented a compact.tl1ar th;ose ~vho \\Iork hard and oPiuy by 

the rules should be able to build better'lJvestor themselves and tor 

their children .. In this time. and even mo~e into the future. child 

care that is t~o expensive. unsafe or un~~'ai!able' will be ~ very 

stubborn obstacle to realizinu Ihmdreami.. So let us commit 

ourselves to clearing the obs;acle. to hel~ing parents fulfill their 

most sacred duty. to keeping the :\llleric~n Dream alive tor them and 

most important. tor their chi ldren. 


Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

'\' 

\. 
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