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Thanok you v’efy much. (applaﬁse) Thank you. Thank you very much. Thank you l\ifeil, thank

" you. Professor Seefeldt thank you Co ngressman Hoyer, thank you, President Kn'wan As I was

’smmg up here and Steny was mtroducmg the Presxdent‘s famxly, when he mtroduced tus wife,

Premdent Kuwan tumed to me and saxd you know, I met her in Jumor H1gh School. He smd she

sat behind me and s}:}c couldn t stand me and I thought,»that’}s exactly the kind of meq ories [ have

- from Junior High Schoc-l, you know, the boy you really likedvat'the end of the year vas the one

you conldn't stand at the beginning of the year but this Junior ngh romance has cert unly stood

the test of tixe and I’m delnghted to liae here w1th you.r fanuly and w1th the famﬂy of 1hls great
|

'Umversxty. 1 camg here today for a number of reasons. Pan of 1t as the President suggested, is

because I enjoyed my visit to be the Commencement Spehker so much and was very ;hon'ored to
receive an Honorary Degree and also because I have followed with great interest the iwork that is

being done at this University in many areas but in parﬁcular, I have been impressed ty the work

~ thathas been done m the area of human develbpment, social and public policy, and v@re of course, |

as you know, we?ré blessed in the White House by having Prbfessor Galston with us ;for a

‘number of yeaks so I feel a fealkinslﬁip with the work that is done here and the peoplz who are .

part of this great University oommu'rlxity‘ ‘So when the opportunity arose for me to co;:me and
speak with you about an upcoming \lﬁhite House Conference on Child Care, I immedjiatcly seized

it. Because as the Congressman said, the President and I are hosting 2 White House (Conference

* on Child Care o October 23rd and ] wanted to come aod tell you why this is an issus that

deserves White House attention, deserves the attention of our Nation, one that we hojie will raise |

awareness of these issues around our country. Some of you may recall that Iast‘sprin;g' the

| 'Preéideni and I hosted a Confcrence} on Early Legming and Brain Research and we b)fimght to the
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Nation’s'attcmioh the very exciting' work that has been done by researchers here at NH and

elsewhere across the country that dcmonstrates c early how 1mporta.nt it is that we ta]i e the ﬁrst '
three years of life because of what is| happenmg ina chxld‘s braxn aud we wanted to g=t that

mformauon out bccause although many people mmxtxvely knew that and experts hke Professor

Seefeldt taught that, there wasn't thc Iha.rd data that supported that mformatlon until ri 'cem:ly with

the kind of work that has,been going|on in braxn research and so for a Jot of reasons, :mzs 18 a time

when all of us have to focus on what|we best can do in‘our own homes and families 43 well as in

child has a chance o live up to his 'br her promié;e -1 saw

8q -

- that in action this momning here at tbe Center for Young Children, what a wonderful 1ac1hty you - "

| ~havc here a Ctuld Care Center that is warm and mvmng with workers that are creatv e and

energenc and foous a range of books and toys and crafts materials. I answered quest ions from

the five yea.r olds who wanted to know among other thmgs what my favorite food was what my

favorite color was, and then a real stumper what my favonte roller coaster was. 1 had to confess

" to this httle boy that it has been so long since I've been ona roller coaster, I couldn’t -emember

the names of any of the roller coasters 1 hke but I certamly had the feelmg that this i 1< a place
where children are treasured and valued and stlmulated a place that any of us would happlly stay
for Junce and nap time any day But. that Center is far too rare. Even though more and more
families are seekmg child care, in fact, over 1 half of the mfants under age one are in day care,

twelve million children under the age of six, and seventeen million more, age six tl:mE ngh

' thirteen, have both parehts or their cfﬂy parent in the work force. The plain fact is tﬁat there is

simply not enough quality care for tiie children who need it. Quality child care is financially out
of reach for the hard working American families whose children deserve the best att(?ntion they

cap receive. So today I come with a very straightforward proposition that this situation must
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change for the sake éf our childreri and’ou,r fumre.‘ And there are way; I want to suégest tbat
each of us can partunpate in this change Every workmg pa.rent in this room and in tns oountry
knows how urgent the matter is, any Mom or Dad who has ever leﬂ a child with a ca ‘e giver for
even a rnmute has felt at the gut level the 1mportance of quahty care, The stress a.round chxld

care affects families-ranging,frqrn(the poorest all the way to the most affluent. Itis q dally

' pressure for parents with preschoolers and parents with children in school who for wiiatever

reason cannot get home to supervise a child themselves, For more than twenty five years, I have
worked on issues affecting children and families; but in the lasf four and a half years T've been
privileged to travel around our country on my own and with my husi:and, listening afld talking |

with parents about their economic concerns, the issues that affect them on the streets where they

live, whether its crime or the envirom[nent, and I've heard over and over again how ifiportant

child care:is. Yet, des.pxte its 1mportance in our everyday lives, it is not an issue that 1as been

dealt mth ef‘fecnvely by our somety Now, there are many reasons for this oversight and some of -

you who are students of human devel’opment and child care could recite many of theiu I'm sure.

‘But, I think its fan‘ to say tbat untll the demographlcs of our cmzemy changed unul exmonuc

forces and women's chmces led so many mofhers mto the work force thls was not an issue that

many people thought was serious. It was, like many issues, af’fecting chi!dren in the j)ast,- yiewed'

as a soft issue that was a djsproportionate concern to wornen. Yet ow we know it is? one of the
hardest issues we face and it is an issue that had economic and social xmphcatxons that go far

beyond the md1v1dual concern that «.ach of us brings to it.: Fortunately, times are cha1 1g1ng

Partly because of the work that many of you are doing, partly because more and morg’: parents are

speakmg out, partly because America's employers have come to understand that .the s?rength of .

theu‘ bottom lines depends on workers who are not absent who will have their mind ém theu'

a5
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 work V\;ﬁeh they're tflgre, whqsg child éare needs are beihg met and partly ﬁecause w¢ : h;we
people in leadership like the President of.‘this Uﬁiversity; like this member of ‘Congrrsj ss before
:you who repreéents you, and becaﬁsé of my husband anci meniberé of Congfess and fitate |
Legislators of both pénies and maﬁy Governors who have rnade this a priority. All ¢ f this brmgs

us together in the name of a shared belxef that the clnldren of our country deserve ch nld care as

fine as that provxded rlght here at thxs Umversnty In fact, Amenca.n children deserve the best
care in the world Now, mere are me‘my reasons to put our chlldrens needs first but let me just
mention a few of them ‘One teason, as I‘ve already stated is because we Lnow that how we ;:are
for our children is crincal to their mtellecmal and emotxonal‘development. You knowiy it wasn't -

?

50 long ago and I can actually recall when I was younger and thmkmg about chxldren a lot and

_even pregnant wzth my own, that 1t used to be kind of a Joke among a lot of fathers I kncw that

| 'they would say, well you know let's waxt until he can throw a ball or she can talk to ine a.ud then

I'n pay attention and, you know, lt was the kind of atutude that had been prevalent for most of

: hlstory that you k.now very young chxldren should be cared fnr by their mothers othi,r women,

l

" that there wasn't much for fathers to do because there wasn’t much happenmg untll a ‘hﬂd started
" to in some way assert a personahty, ct on his or own. Well now we know clearly tt at that was

| _mlstaken As we talked about at the White House Conference on Early Chlldhood Du'velopment

in April, what happens to a chxld in tllxose earliest years can make all the dlfference fcr a lifetime.

~ Just 15 years ago, even scientists thbﬁght that baby's brain structure was virtually confxpl,ete_ at

birth. Now, neuroscience tells us that it is a work in progress and that everything wefdo with a
child has some kind of potential, phy,sical influence on that rapidly forming brain. Aj one
participanf at the White House Confelrerice put it, "nature and nurture don't compete, ;‘hey

cooperate.,"
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Children's earliest expcrienéés, the sights and sounds and' smells and feelings they encounter, the

| challenges they meet, they determine bow their brains are wired. For those of you w}bo know a -
~ lot more about computers than I know, we're talking about how the brain shapes itse{f through
repeated exp‘eriences;, The more something is repeated, the stronger the’néum;ir'cuiui;y becomes. -

And those connections in turn.can be permanent. In this way, even the seei:ningly unimportant,

totally forgettable events of our first ybars are a‘u‘lyﬂxingibut trivial. It is during this ti%me that
children leam to soothe themselves when they're upsst, to empathize, to get along wi?;h others, to

become and we hofze they will, human beings of the finest order. .

Experiences in those first three years|of life can also determine .hc‘mw,well a bhild'lcad 1s. When

sdme;iné speaks, reads or plays with an infant or toddler, he or she, whether it is a pszcnt, a

i
B

grandparent, an older sibling or a care giver, is activating the conuections in that cl;ﬂfu:l's brain that

will one day enable her to think and fead and speak and solve problems herself. Now, what that

means is that subpar care, whether in/the home or in a child care setting, means that a young

-brain is being deprived of what it’needs to live up to its natural potential. Now that is:: a very

serlous conclusxon for us to reach and now we have no more excuses. . If we know th’ it 1gnormg a
child, being unpatlen_t, pushing off a 8 monfh old ora 16 month oid faﬂmg to mvest the time

that s nécessary in that two and a ha f year old, then we have to acknowledge its not Just a

momentary action, but it AgiGS‘to the past and the present and thf: feclings that that chi[d is

internalizing and it also literally affects the brain. Another reason we need to act is tfiat we now

~ have evidence that child care is too often inadequate, research presents a troubling pifiure. A

recent national study of child care centers found that 70 percent of chnldren are in car° that is

barely adequate Ten percent are in care that is dangcrous to their health and safety. .Infants and

toddlers are at the greatest nsk wlth 40 percent in care that poses a threat to thexr health and well-

B

|
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o being. Théﬁ ineans that they spend hours of their days with care givérs Whot do not f(é:llo.w basic
. | sanitary practices, who rarely cuddle, talk to or play with these infants and toddlers, n rooms that
| la(;k toys énd otherrmateri'a‘ls to encourage devgfopment an@ m places Wheré the rat_io% of childrén

to ac'.lultsy is to§ 'high for iﬁdividual attention. Only twént’y percent of oﬁr children are in‘v.vhat 'we |
| could call "high quality care," such as what I saw this morning. - |
A study of chil;i care i;;.fam‘ily.—bas;ed'settin'gs found g:qually disturbing patterﬁs. Onliy 56 percent
| of these progra.x;ns pfovided édeqﬁate care, 35 percent were deemedA inadequate whiénmeans as

L we now. know that the hours spcnt there could actually undercut a child's developmeat and only

9 percent offered h:gh~quahty care whlch was defmed as enhancmg the growth and developmenr
" of c}uldren and even where quahty care is available, it is often ﬁnancmlly out of ream fcr |

parents pamcularly low income parents. Accordmg to the 1995 census, famnlxes carnng under
. $1200£OO a month pay an average of 2410 25 percent of their income for child care. That takes a |

big chunk out of a household budget but it was still not enough to ensure quallty‘carez . T asked

about the cost of the child care éentelﬁs hérc on this Ca.tﬁpus and therc is a shding scafc which‘is
:
) very nnportant but jt still costs betw[ecn $340.00 and 3600 OO a month. Mlddle class families
y are hxt hard as well F amxh&s eammg up to 836 000. pay out 12 percent of thcxr mco.ne for child
“care w1thout any guarantee that that tlwclve percent is buymg quality. It is difficult tc thmk of a
 consumer sjtuation in Amenca where so many people are paymg S0 much and too oﬁen getting
so little. | | |
: Another reéson we need to act is that we now know from another study that was just mxﬁpleted
by the National Institute for Child Health and Development that good clnld care can be beneﬁc1al

to young children. Whether it is care given at home or in a day care center. Now, thgzre s no

' . doubt that the ;ﬁost important lasting influence on any child is that child's fainily. But we do -
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~ know that good, quahty child care can xmprovc a child's chances if that child is in a lixfficult

!

farmly sxtuatxon or enhance a child's leaxmng and matumy if that child is in a good fi mlly

situation. And for chxldren who come out of family sxmatlons that are not always cor \ducrve to

their well-being, bad child care can make a difficult sxtuat_:xon even worse. Now a ﬁngil reason we:

~ need to act is because of the changing nature of the WOrk force. We know that the A:énerican

1
1

work force has chaaged dramatically :n the past forty yea.rs and that has meant dramq txc changes

in family hfc Half of all mothers with chlldren under the age of one are worklng 0u1 51de the

" home and not only are. more paxents W ork;ng, they are working longer hours. So thxs; 1ssue must

become a pohcy‘ challenge for all of us because it clearly affects the well;being of chl‘;_ldren. :

American workers, and the dynamism: of our economy itself. 1 would imhgine that m;any of you

* who are' parents and those of you who are students not yet pa.rcnts can equally shut )i'our cyes

and imagine or thmk back to one of those work faroily conflicts that has occurred in 211 of our
lives. Even though my daughter is a I* reshman in College, I snll remember vividly the days A
when my Chlld care armngements fell through and I was not able to do a.nythmg about them. -
Now, lucklly for me those were very few because I have the kind of Job where if my daughter |
were sick or if she had a _spegal occasxon that I wanted’to take ‘adyantfdgeoif o her prei:sghool or
her school years I could arrange my schedule. That is not the case for the vast majorgity of

working Moms and Dads Talso have the advantage except for two years of her hfe to hve ina

Governor's Mansion where there were lots of people around, that is not a-common ex}:)enence for

most working mothers. And so I'm very aware that my situation was unique but even with it, I

~ recall vividly those few times when despite my best efforts and a'very supportive husi}and, and

all of the balaiucing we all do, it just all fell through and I had to scramble like crazy ti.‘) make up

i

for it. One time in particular when I couldn't cancel something or just not go into work or go in

H
H
!
i
i
i
1
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o late I had to be in court at mﬁe o'clock and Chelsea was up all mght su:k and my babysmer was

. sick, probably with the same ttung Chelsea was s1ck with and my husband was out oi town and

| my famﬂy wasn't around and I called one of my best friends and she wasn't avaxlable and it was
]ust a real terrible feeling that you get when you know that you want to be thh your chxld and
because if work demands you can't alnd I was Iucky enough to fi nd a neighbor who cnuld come 1ﬁ |
an sit w1th her and I called home eve‘ry chance I had a brcak and rushed home when ] finished to A
find her you know, very well taken care of But that is not what is avallable to mosﬁ parents and
I know. itis mﬂmtely tougher for most women who everyday are trymg to do the bes they can.

And1I honestly dont know how- smgle parents do it. And 1 think we ought to be very

sympathetic and very suppomve,of all parents but partwularly of smgle, parents. ’lfoo;v many |
~ children ehd up because éf their éarr;nts éhalienges, caring for t_hemtse.lveé or beiﬁg su peMsed by
older siblings. And we know what hippens when chﬂdren are left unsupervised. Ac* :;)rding to

. the ‘FBI, ;t 1s during thé late afterhébh thht our youngest children, those who are in ti1§>ir pre—teens
or early teens are most hkely to expcnment with dmgs to beoorne mvolved with cmnmal gangs
to get pregnang to commxt vzolence or to get into trouble in other ways. .

So, when that 3 o clocl; bell rmgs, k;ds are rel;gved :but a lot of ‘wor,kmg parents pamc and we ' ‘
have to find a way % help p’arénts{with s‘c}ic;oi age chﬂdreﬁ :as Well._ Sé, ‘wé kﬂow we need to act

"but where do we start. Well, we c@ learn fro_in models of excellent child care érpuﬁél our
country. They can prow}idé 'th.é“eﬁefgy and e‘#peﬁise and igspiratibn' for what we need to do now..
One very bright spot is the mlhtary s chilcil‘ca.re system. Our Defense Depamnent nm;és the largegt
child care system in the world Takmg care of ihe childi'en éf the»i:érents who are in é:he front

- lines of Axnenca I'was pnvxleged just two days at Quantlééa Marine Base to be able *o see ﬁrs’c

. " band what is being prov:ded for the c hxldren of our Armed Forces and I have to say I saw what
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i A bcautlful facility, well-tramed workers hi; ;h standards
Center and in the faxmly day care semngs, 8 tol free

concerns, mandatory trammg for everyone that >omes into
And most 1mportant1y, good wages and solid l:leneﬁts and

*ed in lower tumover and more expenenced car g1vers

I learned in a very open_rdmcussmn that the mll%sta:y-s child

care was ot always what we would hold up as an example. In faci, even the Center;th'at I visited ‘

Quantico is brand new because the previous one had to be shut down because it didnit make the .

: grade a few years ago.: But, the Jeadership of our military knoWs that readiness depeélds ﬁpon’ :

‘mothers and fs.thers b‘eing able to do Ihexr work wnhnut worrymg about whose carm{, for the1r

children. So the m1htaxy made a commitment to turning its child care sy«tem arouna and

Quantico is now a shining example of what can be done. 1 want to tell two stories thfat I heard.

ile first, from one of the Commanders there was what happens before good chxld care in the

mﬂuary I hea.rd about a mother and

basis at the same time. [ beheve they were both

time. When that happéned they had

a father who were both called to duty on an emwgency
- pilots. They had to be i in the au at the same,

to bring their two infants in basinettes' to the of'ice of their

_,Commander Ieave those basmettes in t.he’ir Commander's office with instructions fot care and

fcedmg Now that beats any stoxy about child care challenges that I've ever heard. ”.f?he second -

story is about, ' what happens now?"

That there is quahty care available no matter waat the

occasion. I met a Staff Sergeant a single Dad raising two httle gu'ls He said that when he took

‘ his daughtcrs to day care the first day

whose obviously put in bis time at the

they crxed when he dropped them off, but the si:cond day
up. I was cSpeclally 1mpressed by thxs very tox lgh Marine

welght training facmty, talkmg with great pnd° about how -
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he mastered& pigtails and po;aytgxls for his daughters but I think part of the reason his; ;conﬁdence

is so high about embarkmg on the rather dauntmg task of bemg a single Dad of two lmle girls is

because he's gotten a lot of support from the child care facility and the care glver 8 wao have

been there, helpmg h1m along, encouragmg him, ngmg them adv1ce helplng to crea e that

A village. On a serious note also, We were pnwleggd to have Lt. Colonel . who I see |n the _

. aﬁdienc'e ixere épgak about the perspective of the child care system frqm the pexspgctii veof a |

) c:‘onimkandér. He said that hié soicﬁers aré more productive Qhen they dbﬁ‘t ﬁavc to vsorry about
their children: |

Now, I'prob‘ablye should say hisMarmes are more productlve when they don't have t(; wdrry

| about theu' children and the result of that is a much higher level of preparedness 24 hours a day.

Now, there are certamly dnfferences between the mxhtaxy and cmhan sector, but I beqeve that -

" the mxhtzuy s experience can serve as|a ... for the American work place in general. When parents :

T

don’t have to come to work feeling concerned about how their c'hildren are doing, the"y can make

a much more positive contribution whlch benefits all of us. Just before I wsned Quaimco I was

i

in Mlaml at Baptlst Hospxtal there that also has made a commitment to child care. I s{aw another |

.ﬁrst class fsc1hty, I leamed about how they have adjusted the hours because just like 'Lhe mxhtaxy '

they have 24 hour work days in a hospital and I heard a lot of detail from the Chief E;xecutlve

Officer about why it is good economic sense to provide this service. I met at the hosf»ital with

12

the Board of Directors of something called, Florida's Child Care Executive Partﬁership, a group -

of businéss executives appointed by Govemor Lawton Chiles to address child care iééues. In
creaung this parmershxp, Florida put amde two mnllmn doflars the farst year to match riollar for
dollar Corporate contributions for chxld care. And the Board was charged w1th engagmg the

private sector n this effort. ‘ : o r i
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Once asked, the Florida business oon:munitﬁf responded quickly and generously and ‘his year the

legislature and the business'éommunity are doubling their corumitment so that we're@taking both

~ public dollars and jmll'mg them to create more affordable quaiity child care and becaiise of this

effort, thouSahds of more working families in Florida now have access to the kind of care I saw

' at Quantico, I saw at Baptlst Hospxtal

Because we know that prowdmg good child care requlres community mvolvcment
money in Florida only goes to commumtlcs where busmesses have come together w:‘ h child care.

'organizations-to forge a plan:of action.

and I saw here at the Umvemty

The grant

- And, when I ask these business leaders why. they thought the partnersmp was success FuL they

| didn't hesitate to answer in very business hke terms: They said 1t was good for the bc«ttom line. .

N They said they didn't bave to spend as much time recmiting new workers who left Ba;;ause of

child care problems. They didn't have to spend as much money recruiting new workéxs who had

to be trained. They didn't have to won'y about absenteeism which had been dramatmadly Now,-

‘that was also the experience of many,

" being repeated over and over again.

i

other businesses thh whom I have met and Ij ju st find it -

~ So, because I find the pannership concept s0 unpressxvc I'm very pleased to announce toda,y that

' the Department of Health and Hurnan Services is awa.rdmg a half mﬂhon dollar grant to the

: famxhes and work xnstxtute, the Nauonal Governors' Assocxanon, and the Finance qu|ect, to

assist states in developing these partnerships with the private sector. And, the Present has earlier -

" this year, ... the military, the Department of Defense, to work with the private sector, ro take the -

~ experience they've gained, their guidelines.which have been careﬁllly»wrineu and brii*ag those to

the table to dlscuss with more Chlld care centers and family day care providers what an be done

to use money like that available i in Flonda to make models that can be rephcated Bef,ause all

13
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sectors of society have to be involved: "businesses, schools, police departments, x‘eligzi ous
organizations, hbranes citizens' associations, the Federal the State, and the local go, eernments
We hOpe that the White House Conference w1ll be a catalyst to bringing many of these sectors

together. I also hope that at the White House Conference we will discuss ways that (j.duld assist

~ parents who wish to rnake the choice to stay at home with their children more ecohofnically

fe831ble because its not Just creating good ch1ld care centers and family day care cemers outside

the home, how do we create rea.l choices that are available to workmg famlhes so that they n the
privacy of their family can make a decision that it is econommaHy feasible for one pefrent,to be
there for their children.

It is important to remember that this Conference is a startixig point. 1 hope that it mai‘ks the

beginning of National'discussiori and action. And I hope that its focus on the three kt *ys areas

|

affordable child care, quall’ty concems, and the need for school age care. We have algfeady

will spark mdlvxdual 1deas around the country Now 1he three key a.reas are the lack of

discussed affordability and we've made some progress. The President took some step‘s to a,ddress

this need For staxters the expanded Federal fundmg for child care. In fact, smce 1993 child
care fundmg has risen by approx:mately 68 percent and it now reaches more than one m11hon
c}uldren thmugh subsxdles which is cntxcal if they're going to have fmancml access tc quahty

care. And I'm encouraged too that in the last four years more states are comrmttmg thexr own

resources o help working people pay for quahty chlld care.

In the balanced budget agreement, tha $500 child tax eredit

“will go to 27 million families with 45 million children under the age of 17. Now fosj' the typicai

American family with 2 kids, this child tax credit will mea.u‘ 1,000 more dollars in tak;'e home pay

13
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per year, That is espécially importan for low-income families who are also going to' beneﬁt from .

this child tax credxt Thirteen million children from fannhes thh incomes below '330 000 will

receive the credxt That's a lot of young tcachers police oﬂiccrs farmers, nurses and oth ers who will

- have some extra income to put into whatever their family decides, but ce:tamly onq of the great

expenses is improving Chlld care. Also through the expanded Eamed Income Tax (.,redxt, more
workmg fammes have had a cut in their taxes whlch has on average meant an mcg;asc in thexr
income of over a thousand dollars. So fhem have been real steps forward éo that there'is more child
caré available; it's shl.asidize‘d‘,v and thereé more of an opportunity for families with chndren to take .

advantage of these programs. f-The Presxdent has a.lso made: ch1ld care an essennal cétmponent of .

. welfare »reform.»_ He.insisted that wclfare reform include spcndmg for clnld care bé:cause we're

~ putting a lot more women, single wornen with chxldren, into the work force So it will be mcreased "

by nearly $4 bl]hon over the next 6 years. But that is still not enough and we have a long way 1o ge '
to explore how better to enable parents to meet their chlld care Costs, Quahty is the second key'
issue. We have to do more to support child care provxders We have not done a good j j 3b of lifting

up the profession that Is so important in -takmg care of our children and matchmg that wwh increased

mcome and job oppormnmes and benefrls I've been to a lot of child care centers and 1'v( met many,

' many temfic peop]e mnmng aod workmg in them but their salanes are wocfully low and‘ many leave |

the profession because 1t's not ope that enables them to support themselves and their own famxhes
‘ ‘ )

l Iemember one provldcr who told me wnh tears in her eyes that with the birth of ber s(l*cond chxld
|

she had to leave taking care of children Whlch is what she loved to do more than auyﬂmg g and. go to |

work in an'office because she needed to make more income. So we have to do a! we can to

i

encourage and support child care workers to get training, to build their skills and in‘crease their

14
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to take the jobs of caring for our children because parents should not have to woﬁy \ivhether their

~ child is safe at day care and the vase majority of teachers are ébsolutely'superb In ca.‘mg for their

children, but there a few who we need to make sure do not go into the classrooms of our day care

centers.. And we also have to Help parents do a better job of searching out good child caf‘e. In survey

16

knowledge which will demand highcr salaries and benefits. We h»ave‘ to find the ver;s best people . |

after survey when parents are asked, they really don't know what they're looking for They don't ,

know what kind of ei;uipment should be thei'e' they don't know.what kind of tréining tﬁey would be

demaﬁding‘for the, c.hildt care workers, Too oﬁen parents are better mfonned about what kmd of car.

to buy than what kmd of child care.to choose. So we have to help parents become mz re mformed‘«

consumers 1o credte that demand that w1ll absolutely say to the market place we must have hlgherk :

quahty for the money we're paymg Ogpe of the mterestmg resu.lts of alotof the rese: chh that has

been done recently is that good quality child care is generally but now always more expensxve than

madequate child care. And in the middle, there's a lot of chlld care that could be vastly 1mproved '

with some good trammg and better guldance there would make a bxg difference for thd money that

is bemg p:«nd Now 1 hope that we w1ll contmue to focus on safeguardmg the health and safety of |

chxldren inour .. . system ¢ around the cmmtry Cextamly the Presxdent earmarked money, gomg to the ‘

staies for cluld care for quahty improvements. And this summer he proposcd 8 new ru!e requmng

that chxld care programs that receive Federal dollars make sure that all chlldr.cn are immy mzed. And

| paxtnershxps between child care centers and health agencm That initiative now in 46 st. ites teaches

chﬂd care centers how to create safe beal thy enwronmcnts A lot of times when we do tl‘ ese surveys

in 1995 the administration launched the Healthy Child Care Amanca Campaxgn whn h promotes :

and we get the results and people go in and say, ‘this isn't sanitary; thxs is npt appropnagte, the child |

15
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. educating child care Wdrkem.

"cérgt workers don't know that. Nobody'§ told them. They're not sure about what the'g"‘re supposed

to be doing. So through the Healthy Child Care America Campaign, we intend to do a better job of

| And, finally, school age care,| A critical issue for millions of working Ameri?:a.nfamilies.

I have visited some excellent school age child care programs. The other day in Quaniioo, I visited .

one of their schools and saw what was available for the children there, but most bhﬂd:tcn and their

parents do not yet have access to good school age child care. Places where the chfldren can do

. homework or play:sporis or learn to play a musical instrument ... Home Alone mighlj have been a -

hit movie butiit is not a good sGﬁﬁt,for'real childrens' lives.and we need to move to mai:e sure more

children can safely and productively|spend those after-school hours in a place like a;'-. school or a

library or some other sefting that is good for them.

I'd like to clbse with one thought and then invite your questions, We are privigleged to live

in a time of tremendous buuhty in our country. We are at peace. Our economy is boor{ iing. Social

 ‘problems that for years held us back are receding. The crime rate is down, the teenaée pregnancy -

rate is down. On so many fronts we're making progress together.- At a time such as _bus presents

a special opportunity free from crisis we can do work that might not be possible in stormier-

m_otfxenjs. | So we should use this good fortune to make a differehce, to lay the ground ‘E”Ork so that

the generations of children to come will be able themselves to build a country that l;‘la's'so many
opportunities and take advantage of the blessings that we all have. So turning to chil?i care is not

just something that is a nice issue to talk about. It is as the President calls it, the next Great Frontier

of Public Policy, to build up and strengthen our families, to give them more support soithey can do

their jobs both at home and in the work place will help up chart that Frontier not only. soj that we are

16
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. " led to a better world for« the childrén i saw‘today, B_ut for generétioxis of American chilcéirén to come.

' A.ud I invite all of you to be pa.rt in takmg action to make sure that happcns

oo o Tha.nk you all vcry much (applause) I’m glad there were babies here. That‘s a wonderful

' remtnder of why this is so 1mportant Well as 1 understand what we're gomg to do now We have '
' two people wn‘h mcrophones in the lslc:s Ifanybody has any quesuons they should lx!1e up behind .

: Vthe gentleman here and the young woman there and take a tum, but if not, thafs all right; too. I don't
mmd at all. o o N VV

‘Hi. (Mm Clmtcn) ,
. , i
I have a qua‘.tzon I‘m am cmployee on campus I've been a. secreta:y hcre for flfteen years

1

. have a four ycar-old son. I'm a smgle mother. 1 wanted to get my son to goto schocl here at the .

I

: . ' nice cantsr It would cost me aver SSOO a month a.nd my salary is S.?.S 000 a year. So how can that

- help employees here on campus’? And I'm not the only single mother that has had a p*oblem w1th
this.

Mn; Chnton And that xs one|of the reasons Why I mehtioned th&t we have tée do more to |

r

| provnde more slats in ch11d care for workmg parents hke yourself and we have to hdlp submdme :
- quahty chﬂd care because you are a perfect example of the pmblem that I'm trymg to 1llu strate. You '

Amake $25,000 a year . | | | ’

‘ Wlth no child suppon:

Mrs Clinton - w1th no chlld supéort. So-that‘é yoﬁr total incomé.", : o

Correct! | o

" Mrs. Clinton - And that's before taxes ... : ' S i
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Correct! And 1 live at home with my parents'

Mrs Clinton - And you' re domg all you can to keep expenscs down hvmg at ho:ne apd’ good

13

quality Chlld care such as we see ‘here at the upiversity would cost $500 a month wh&ch is $6 000 .

a year, whxch 18 a 25 percent of your before tax income. I mean that is exactly the prol:lem that I'm

talkmg ‘about. So what have you done for child care?

Well, I went to a Catholic school in the area and they gave me 3 scholarship for jélst this year.
So I pay $200 a month to have him ix‘) full-time pre-K. Bu; if I did not have that a.nd'( didn‘t have
my parents, I would lprobablyfhav:e'm éuit my job and. go oo welfare bcoaﬁse' who wou |d watch my
child during the day,.énd how could I afford th;at'and live in an apartment. - - T

Mrs. Clmton Well, that is the problem.- ] could not more vividly descnbe 11 And, 50, 1

hope that some the proposals that will be dlscussed at the White House Conference, yo;ar child will

be in school before we probably get much of the changes that I would like to see hapf-en, but then

~ you'll need, you know, after school care which is another part of this debate. But I hof)e that some

of these proposals will focus exactly on what you're talking about. ‘We need more sjubsidics for

working families, pérticﬁ!arly single parents. If we are going to have a policy in our country of

ending welfare and,exp‘ectihg everyore to Work, we have to do more to support those i)are.nts with

- children who are trying to do the best they can by workjng. And I want to thank you fOréwhat you're

doing. (applause)

Hi, I'mi the Director at Galludette University Child Development Center and Eave worked

with children with disabilities for the last 20 some years jn child care and I'm curious what you all
are suggesﬁng the focus and direction moreé and more children with special needs are fiow in child

care centers because of Speoial Ed laws and I'm curious where you all stand on that. .

18
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. Mrs. Clmton Well, we stand thh you as an educator of clnldren with 3pecxzjs needs and

with parents of children with special needs because it is more expensive to care fon a child with

spécial needs. And, again, parents face the saxﬁe dit"ﬁcultieé only more so because of ﬂ e additional
costs. And it's not Just f'manc:al oz‘;ts It's also exﬁotxonal and psychologlcal costs .1hat 1s much

' higher when you have a chﬂd, whether it's your only Ch.lld, oroneof a number of you.r cluldren with
special needs that you need help canng for and also for many clnldren you want to m egrate them
as carly as possible i into as typlca.l a life as you can possnbly arrangc for them and that requxres often '
times, you know-‘spccxal u'ansportatlon,.specml .eqmpment,-mhether. it's wheel chairs of- other kinds .
of" medncal eqmpment, it often requires, in your case with deaf children, specxally tramed caregwers
So this i is an 1ssue that isa patt of our overall issue of quahty and aﬂ‘ordabxhty .I am old. =nough t0.-- .
I keep saymg that -- I think that's because I'm going to turn fifty this’ month. I'm old! enough, I'm

nearly a half century old. Think about it for all ydi.\ young people. It's hard to believé: it happens.

. ‘(laughter) SoIcan remember fapplause) many, many years ago when Iworkéd for tl{e Childrens
’ Defénse Fund and wﬁen I was involwd in other activities’cancemﬁlg children goiné’ into places
B | where children mth disabilities were literally just left on the ﬂoor all day I cannot téll you some -
~of the places I have seen. Now that was twenty-ﬁve years ago. 1 havent seen pla::es like that
' 'recently, but I'm not invited to those plsces in my current posmon and I know that ther- are lots of
cxcellcnt facxhtles for spec1al needs hildren and I know that therc are some that are: really very

:madequate So thisis a bxg part of what we re gomg to be talkmg about Yes. , ‘

- Thanks for coming. I'm a stud ent here and 1 would like ’to know how does the Europcan '

chdd care or World chﬂd care compare to the United States and are you planning to havé any World

input on planning for American child care.
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. Mrs. Clinton - That's an excellent question. I want o thank you for asking that Eéca\ise often
times we don't leam about what works in other places and there are some very gond models in

Europe of National Comxmtment to Child Care In fact when I was at the clnld care center here at

| the university, I Iearned thus mommg that the facmty is mode]led on facilities in northem Italy. The
" university archxtects went and visited becau9e of the great room with the classroorns cff the snde and
it's really something beautxful to behold But there are some very good programs 1n ‘a pumber of
'European counmcs that I think bear some attention. I have personally vmned child cdre centers in
- France and.inv a;few otheracounm@,z pamGularlyA in France and Denmark which.were ver;;r umpressive
to me §ecausc there was'a national commitment to the pﬁp\dsion of véualityt affordable cl:?ild care that .
V w?nt b'eyonxdvp‘oli‘ricaul‘~ ideology. 1 rexﬂember.When I visited Fré;xce  I Qént to vmiogns cities and p
106ked at their child care facilities and whether I was m a city that was rup by a very #A,onservatwc
‘ . mayor and cxty councﬂ or one run by the socialists pasty, I didn't see any difference. And 1 asked '

a very conservative mayor in a French c1ty how he could explam this nanonal consensus about .

spending both national and Jocal dollars to build excellent facilities, make them aﬁ‘ordiible, and he
| said but they're all oﬁr children. You know we are creating future French citizens andghe said it as
, only a Frenchman could say it wnth a Jot of ﬂounsh It was hke I asking Sucb a ndmulo’ a8 questmn
How could polmcs have anything to do wnth takmg care of one's chddren They ﬁght about other
things and even in the recent efforts to relgn in the budgets in a lot of the Eu:opean gountéles to make
- .then‘: more economically competitive, their caring for children has not been an issée of debate
beﬁveen the i)olitical f@ons in the commiés.that I'm av;a'aré of. They are going to remairg-.. committed |
to univgxsal lhealth care for all of their people and for adequaie educatiﬁn and child care ‘fcs;r pre}school

and I think jt's a very important National commitment and I think we should look to si:é if we can
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learn anything from that. I write a
impressed by it. Yes.

Being college students, most
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little bit about the French system in my book }:jecause Iwas

l}

of us don't recognize vt.here;‘s a problem in .childi care but.also

being very involved in community service, what can we do as college students?

Mirs. Clinton - That's also a very good question and I think community servif:e is a critical 7.

key to being able to provide enough v

with even younger children to .vgive;th

oluntary menpower 10 help out in a lot of the cénters that are

jlies. And I know that a number of young peoplc both through ‘_

through Amencore have sngned up to work cn thmgs like

America ReéHS‘_and mentoring and tutoring children and I think looking for opportuj: lities to work -

em the attention that they neéd'would bea yery:f good.way of .

working with at least ope family, one child. Maybe showing a mom or a dad how to ﬁead toa child

with just'by you doing it, modelling

'songs that you were taught -- all of wh

it for them, playihg, teaching some of those si]ily games and

ich help build the brain. 1 mean all those little tbmgs that we

full reglster That has an impact The

more physical th.h bables a.nd you

you know there's a lot of evidence now that you know yoﬁng

* women, yoizng mothers when théy speak to c}ﬁldrén in those little high voices we all aélopt when we

' see little kids. Like oh, oh Michael, you're so cute, - You k:now our voices Just go up lxke you know,

child really can hear it. And young men and fathers who are

know, play games with them, that also stlmul;-xtes the bram

development. So there's a lot that bcth young men and women could do in giving 05.’ their time'wto

work with some of these kids, especnally as I say in lower iricome famxly areas where there may be

too many adults taking'care, too few

adults takmg care of too many children.

Good afternoon. My name is Cecxha Jobpson and I'm a family child care provic?.er and I have

21
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been for twenty .years‘ My question i

who just recently came off of welfar
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s of the eight parents that T have whb are singlcirﬂothem one

€, the blggest problem that they undertake is gemng benefits

from the jobs in Whlch they work to help ta.ke care of their children, especially memcal beneﬁts

And wuh the nsmg costs of chlfd care and the costs of takmg care of your child, I would like to

know how do we plan to help our sing
| care of their children.

Mrs. Clinton - Thank you for i

le mothers who can't get benefits from thexr JObS to help take

i
H

asking that and thank ydu for being a family day ‘ :are proyidcr.

Until we have some program that takes care of all of our childrens' health care need:;, we will not

 solve this problem completely, but in

as a Nation.” Because through the co

tobacco, we will be able to provide

many of whom fall into the category you're talking about. Now a lot of mothers

. welfare should be very sure they re not still eligible for Medlcaxd because they often

3 million c}uldren in America who are

they are 50 they are left to the whims ¢
" sure your elght moms check to see wh
 this new money -- thxs $24 bxlhon wil

where’oogotoﬁndouthowtos1gnup

the Balanced Budgét Agreement,.we made a bié: étep forward

mmitment of $24 billion that wa;s~raiscd by raisging the tax tc;n
health care for half the children who are cm'ren::ly uninsured,
. getting off of

are. We have

ellglb e for Medlcmd but the:r mothers and fathdrs don't know'
of the emergency room or ot being takmg care uf So making
ether they're available and ehglble is the first thn; £ Secondly,
I expand coveragc in every state. So makmg st re they k:uow 4

their child for health care thmk is the best advhce you could

r

give them and to help them, you know, know where to contact somebody and to try w;fmd out. But

we still have too many Americans

who ‘do not get health msurance through their *work, are not

eligible for any kind of government assistance, and they just fall into thxs large pool' of 40 mllhon

uninsured Americans, about 11 million of‘ whom are children. And 50 we jl_lSt have to' keep making

22 '
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'sure cvcxybody whos covcred with Medicaid and the new Child Health Program are ; :overed then

we necd to see what else we're gmng to do to cover the rema.\mng chxldren and adults So please

M. Cllnton, I hate to do this but your staff has suggested that yOu maybe shc uld take only

.\Mrs.v Clinton - All right.

Well; actually instead of a qu

estion I wanted to issue an invitation to you to ¢ome visit me

at the Chﬂdrms Iﬁevelopmental Clinic on this campus. Come back one more time this;i Saturday and

provide role models for the children,

late afternoon hours, excuse me, the v

who get. isolated at schools and|

disadvantagéd backgrounds. I work

are Hispanic mostly and who have bar-

volunteer for free.

Hgram from. what we've been talking about tof‘lay, which is
olunteering their time on Saturdays to play witﬁ the children,
and to deal with those hours of concern that yofq mention for

veek days when they ere unsupervised. And the special thing

- about our progrém is that it's for children with physical disabilities, who have self-éstcé:m issues and

also " children from disadvantaged neighbmi'hoods, from
with children from the Cools Spring Elementarg-/ School who
ents who are very disengaged from education hzfxdif you ever

aturday, I'd love to show you What can hgppcnéwhen people

- Mrs. Clinton - Well, the young man who asked the question wha; he might dc, you need to

sign him up. (laughter & applause) Well, unfortunately I can't be there this Saturday §’_laughtér) but -

I'm very glad you stood up to invite n

ne and did such a good job describing what youi do because I

23
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think that's the kmd of a model that more people need to hear about That there is some: hmg literally

- for evcxyhody to do. Whether-it's in our own homes spendmg more time thh our uwn chxldren

maybe the children next door or down the block or 1f somebody else in your famxly whc doesn t have
the time and is wokag 100 hard and needs a helping hand, or whether it's be ing involved
pmfessxonally as so many of you are as Chlld care provxders at a center or ina home: We a.ll have
somethmg we can do and volumeexl'mg to hclp support parents and child care providexs isa vexy

important way of not only provldwg a service but for each of us to know fusthand wm you know

_about what a difference it can maks in a child's Iife. And so I hope that you'll be ‘eli'xgaged in this

issue and thinking about it and sharing ideas and hére on this campus txy to reach out o everybody,
you know, whether it's the young people who are at this center or the young women, who stood up '
who is working here as a secretary aln:eady who needs some supporg needs a helpmg hand Ibet if
everybody on this campus just looked around at the people you already knowi you'd ﬁ};ld that there‘s |
sometlﬁng you can do to help relieve some of the burdens of taking care of children, Eespecially for

single parents. 1 really want to stressithat. It is so important that Wé support them and égive thenﬁ the .

 kind of attcnnon and volunteer activities that wxl] enable them to know they're bemg go od moms and |
| dads because that‘s what evefybody wants to feel. And if we cou!d get thar idea acros. ;, I think'a lot :

, of our other problems in this countny would take care of themselves. -

Thank you very much. (applause)

Presxdent Kirwan --Mrs. Clmton l hope that you can sense the very strong and spec al feelings of

support there are on this campus for you and the work that you're domg and also senseg how honored
we are to have you at College Park. We know that during school breaks, there will 1 kely be some
colors of another school prominent in the White House (laughter) and we thiok );ou nibed to be able
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.‘ to retaljate with the colors of one of your schools. So we have a little gift we want tc give to your

Y

that we hope you'll wear when Chelsea is home. |

Mrs. .Clinién - Abéolutely! (.agpl'ause) ‘
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