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I 

Thank you very much. (applause) 11hank you. Thank you very much. Thank you Neil, thank 

you Professor 'Seefeldt, thank you cJngressman Hoyer, thank you, President Kirwan, As I was 

sitting up here and Stenywas introdJcing the President's family, when he introduced. his ~eJ 
Preside~t Kixwan' turned to me and std you know, I 'met her in Junior High SchooL 'He said, she 

. '. '., '. . '. ': . 

sat behind me and she couldn't stand me andl thought, that's exactly the kind of men)ories I have 

from Junior High School, you know) the boy you really likedat the end of the year ~·as the one ' 

you couldn't stand at the beginning Jf the year but this Junior High romance has ceI1(Unly stood ' ' 

- 'I ' i 

the test of time a.o.d I'm delighted to be here with your family and with the family ofihis great 
, " i " · 

, University. ' I came here today for 8' humber of reasons. Part of it as the President sut~gested, is 

because I enjoyed my visit to be the ,bommencement Speaker so muoh and was very ,.ODored to 
( 

receive an Honorary Degree andalsJ because I have followed With great interest the ,work that is 

being done at this University in man~,areas butin·PartlCUlar, I have been impressed Jy the work 

that has been done in theaTea of hulan development, social and public policy, and J'e of COUISe•. 
, f 

as you know, we're blessed in the"7hlte House by baving Professor Galston with us iror a' " , 
. . "I . ' ,. • . 

" number of years so I feel a realkinsfiP with the work that is done here and the peop~;, who .are ' 

part of this great University eommubity. So when the opportunity arose for me to CQ me and , " , 'I " '" ,.. 

speak with you abOut an upcoming fhite House Conference on Child Care, I imme~iately seized 

, ~ , . i 

it. Because as the c:ongressman sai1? the President and I are hosting a White House F0nference 

, ,I, ' 
on Child Care on October 23rd and I wanted toeome and tell you why this is an iSSUi: that ' 

deserves ~te~.e attention, de,ocves the attention of our Nation, one that we hope will raise 

awareness of these ISSUes around our country. Some of you may recall that last spr~ the 
. ,I' ! 

President and I hosted aCOnference; on Early Learning and B'rain Research and we brought to the , 
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Nation's· attention the vet)' exciting IO~k that has been done by research .... here at N'H and 

elsewhere across the country that delIlonstrates clearly how important it is that we tate the first 

three years of life because of what is !happening in a child's brain and )He wanted to s~t that 

information out because although tnty people intuitively knew that and.experts like! Professor 

. ,.' . Seefeldt taught that, there wasn't the hard data thatsupported that information until rilcentlywith 

the kind ofwork that hasbee~ going on in brain research and so for a lot of reasons, ;ms is a time 

when all of us have to forus on what we best can do in 'our own homes and families is well as in 

our larger society to insure that each child has a chance to live up to his or her promii;e. I saw 

that in action this morning here at the Center for Young Children, what a wonderful 1'iilcility you 
. . . I' . . 

·have here, a Child Care Ce~ter that i~ warm and inviting with workers that arecreati~'e and 

energetic and forus. a range of booJ and toys and crafts materials. I ~wered quesi ions from .. 
( . .'. I .' , 

the five year olds who wanted to know, among 'other thiogs, what my favorite food ~'as, what my 
'. . . t·. '. i . . 

favorite color was, and then a real sturnper. what my favorite roller coaster was. I h~d to confess 

to this little boy that it has. been' so ll~g'since I've been ona roller coaster, I couldn't i,emember . 

the names of any of the roller coastJs' I like but I certainly had the feeling that this i~ a place 
. '. . .. I .'. '.' : 

where childr~n are treasured imd valued and stimulated, a place that any of us would:happily stay·. I . .. 

for juice and nap time any day. BuJ that Center is far t~o rare. Even though more ~ld more 

families are seeking child care, in fabt, over half ofthe infants under age one are in ~ay care, 

twelve million children under the aJe of six, and seventeen million more, age six through 

thirteen, have' both parents or their JnJY parent in the work force. The plain fact is that there is 
. . ./ . 

I . • 

simply not enough quality care for the children who need it. Quality child care is fm'ancially out 

. '. I. .! 

ofreach for the hard working Ame1can families whose children deserve the best attlntion they 

can receive. So today I come with a very straightforward proposition that this situat~on must· 
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, , I ' 
change for the sake ofour children and our future. And there are ways I want to sug;~est that 

each ofus can participate in this Cbi., Every working parent in this roOIll and in ~',;s country 

knows ~ow urgent the matter is, any rom or Dad who has ever left a child with a ca.:e giver for ' 

even a minute has felt at the gut level the importance of quality care. The stress around c:hild 

c~e affects familie~rangingfrom thJ pooreSt all the way to the most affluent. It is ~ daily " 

pressure for parents with Preschool1 and parents with children in scbool who for whatever 

reason cannot get home to supeJVlse a chIld themselves. For more than twenty five), ears, I have 

worked on issues affecting children 4d families; but in the las,t four and a half years '.I'V~ been 

privileged to travelaround,our coun~ on my own and with my husband, listening ~ld talking 

with parents about their economic colcems, the issues that affect them on the streets 'where they 

live, whether its c:rime or the enVirolent, and I've heard over and over again how i1l1portant , , I ' , ' ( 
,child care,is. Yet, despite its importahce in our everyday lives, it is not an issue that :las been 

dealt With effectively by our society. Now, thete are many reasons for this oversight:'and some of, 

I 
you who are students of human development and c:hild c:are could recite many of the~a> I'm sure. 

But, I think its fair to say that until thl demographics of our c:itizenry c:hl\l1ged until e:;onomic 

, forces and women's choices led so miy moth~ into the work forc:e, this was not ~ iss~e th8t 

many people thougb. was serious. It las,like many issues, affecting children in the i'ast, viewed 
, . ,I· " 

as a 90ft issue, that was a disproportiot.ate concern to women. Yet now we know it isi one. of the 

hardest issues we face and it is an isJe that had economic: and social implications that go far 

beyond the individual concern that .alh ofu.brings to it., Fortunately, times are Ch.i'Sing, 

, Partly because of the work that many bf you are doing, partly because >more and morl: parents are 
, 'I " ,> 

speakio.g out, partly because America's employers have come to understand that 'the s;:rength of 

their bottom lines depends on worke~ who are not absm!, whowiU h.v~ their mind /:,n their 

i . 
I " 
j 

I 
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work when they're there, whose child care needs are being met and partly because wi! have 

people in leadership like the presidJt of this University, like this memberofCongress before 
. . .j' ..',' 
. you who represents you, and becausi of my husband and members of Congress and State 

'Legislators of both parties and many Governors who have made this a priority. All 'fthis brings 

,us together in the name of a shared belief, that the children ~four country deserve cliild care as 

flo. as that ~rovided righthere at thJ University. In fact, Anieric:ao children deserv~ the best . 

care in, the world. Now, there, are mJny reasons to put our childrens needs first but h:t me just. 

mention a few of them. ' One re~on, as I've already stated is because we ,know that hbw we care 

for our children is critical to their intellectual and emotional'development. You kno~v', it wasn't 
, , I . 

I ' , : 
so long ago and I can actually recall when I was younger'and thinking about c:hildr~a lot and 

even pregnant with my own, that it ledto be kind of ajoke among a l~t of fathers I !ltnew that 
( , ,'!.. .:''. 

, they would say, well, you know let's Iwait until he can throw a ball or she can talk to rne and then 

I'll pay attention and, you know, it was the kind of attitude that had been prevalent fqr most of 

. history that you know, very young C~ldren should be cared for by their mothers, othbr women, 

tbattherewasn't much for fathers to 10 because there wasn't much happening until a bhild started 

·10 in some way assert • PelSOnality,~cton his or OWO. Well, now we kno;" clearly Jot that was 

,mistaken" .. As we talked about at the rite House Conference on Early Childhood Di~velopment 

in April, what happens to a child in those earliest years can make all the difference fdr a lifetime. 
" '. ,I.. .'. ;. 

Just I'5 years ago, even scientists tho~ght that baby's brain structure was virtually co~lplete at 

birth..' Now, n~oscience tells US thal it is a work in progres; and that everything wefdo with a 

child has some kind ofpotential, PhJical influence on that rapidly forming brain. Aj, one 
I . 

participant atthe White House Confe~ence put it, "nature and nurture don't compete, ~:hey
.. : 

cooperate. II 
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Children's earliest experiences, the sights and sounds and smells and feelings they encounter, the 

challenges they meet, they detenttmel how their broms are wired· For those of you ~o know a 

lot more about computers than I know, we'r~ talking about how the brain shapes itself through .. I 

. repeated exp~riences. The more som1ething is repeated,. the stronger the ileurocirCui~y becomes.­
" , '" , . .., . 

. .I 
And those connections in tum can bel pennanent. In this way, even the seemingly unimportant, 

totally forgettable events of our first years are anything but trivial. It is during this ~me that 

children learn to sooihe themselves 1hen they're upset, to BDlPathiza, to get along wi!:h oth...., to 
.' ... ' I .;

.' . " 

become' and we hope they:will, human beings of the tinest order. . . 

Experiences in those flrstthree'years oflife can· also determine how well a chlld·leanls. When 

someone speaks, reads or plays with an infant or toddler. he or she, whether it is a p~rent" a . 

gr~ndparent, an older sibling or a carl giver, is activating the connections in that chilli's brain that 
I ' .

( 
, ' will one day enable her to think and lead and speak and solve problems herself. NoJ" what that 

means is that subpar care, whether inl the home or in a child care setting, means that ~ young 

brain is being deprived of what Itn.lds to live up to its natural potential. Now that Ii, a very 
. , . ,j ',' 
serious conclusion fcir us to reach and now we have no more excuses .. If we know thiLt ignoring a 

child, being impatient, pushing off a ~ month old, or a 16 month old, failing to in;'es~ the time 

that is necessary in that tWo and a hatf year old, then wehave to acknowJedge, its no~ just a . 

momentary action, but it adds to the ~ast and the present and thefeelings that that child is . 

. internalizing and it also literally affeb the brain .. Another reason we need to act is that we now 

. have evidence that child care is too o/flen inadequate, research presents a troubling pi~:ture. A 

recent national study of child care clten found that 70 percent of children are in car:~ that is 

barely adequate. Ten percent are in lare that is dangerous to their health and safety. !Infants and 
. . . .... '. -I '. .': . 

toddlers are at the greatest risk with 10 percent in care that poses a threat to their hea);th andwell­
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being. That means that they spend hours of their days with care givers who do not fNlow basic 

sanitary practi ces, who ruely cuddlej talk to or play with these infBDts and toddlers, ; n rooms that 

lack toys and other materials to enco~rage development and in places where the ratio of children 

to adults is too high for individual .Jention, Only twenty percent of our children an! in what we 

. could c~ll !thigh quality care," such j what I saw this rooming. . . ." '.' . 
. . . .. . .'I . . . . . . . , 

. , . . . 

A study of child care infamily~based settings found equally disturbing patterns. On.(y 56 percent 

of these programs provided adequate care, .3 5 percent were deemed inadequate, whh~':1. means as 
. . . 
'. . ' , . .' ; 

we nowknow, that the hours spent tHere could actually undercut a child's developm~lt and only 

9 percent offered high-quality care ~hiCh was def'wed as enhancing thegtowth and ~evelopment 
.ofchildren and even where quality c1e is available, it is often fmancially out of rea~l for ­

parents, particularly low income parlnts. According to the 1995 census, Jamilies eaiting under 

$1200,00 a month pay an average ofi24 to 25 percenl of their income for child care, :Thattakes a 

big chunk out of • household budget IbUI il was ,till nol enough 10 ensure quality car1 I asked . 

about the cofit of the child care centefS here on this Campus and there is a sliding sca~e which is . 
I 

. very important, but it still costs betwben $340.00 and $600.00 a month. Middle clas~ families 

.. are hit hard as well.' Families eamink upto $36,000. payout 12 percent oftheir inco;ne for child 
. .' I' . : 

care without any guarantee that that Jwelve percent is buying qualitY. It is difficult ~ think of a 
.' . I.' . . '. i" 

. .. . . d'" .consumer sltuatlon m Amenca 'Yhere so many people are paymg so much an too o~en getting 

so little . 

. Another reason we need to act is tha~ we now know from another study that was just i::ompleted . 

by the National Institute for Child Hlalth and Development that good child care ~an i,e beneficial 
. . I . i . 

to young children. Whether it is carJ given at home or in a day care center. Now, th(ze's no 
I . 

doubt that the ~ost important lastirig! influence on any child is that child's fWnily. B~.t we do . 
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I 
j 

I
(---- I 	 , , 

know that good, quality child care eJ improve a child·s chances, if that child is in a liifficult 

familysituation or enhance a child's ltaming and maturity if that child is in a good fJmilY . 

I. 	 situation. And for children who come out of family situations that are not always CO~tducive to 

their well-beingl bad child care can m1ake a difficult situation even worse. Now a fmld reason we 

need to act is b~cause of the changmglnature of the work force. We know that the ~nerican . 
, 	 1 . . . '. . i .' 

work force has changed dramatically in the past forty years and that has meant dram~tic changes 
, 	 1 . . . ' . , !' 

in family life. Half of all mothers with children under the age of one are'working ou~side the 

home and not only 'ate more P."""'ts +Ikin& they are working longer hOUIll.sothislissue muot 

become a policy, challenge for all of Uj because it clearly affects the well-being of ch~ldren. 

American wotke(S~ and the dynamisIIi. of our economy itself. I would imagine that ~any of you 

( 	
WhO, are ~arents ~d tho.e of you wh1 are .tudentS, ~ot yet p.arents, can equally 'h~t 1"ut eye.' 

and Imagine or think back to one of tliose work family conflicts that has occurred m 211 ofour 
,I 	 ,i

I 	 ' 
lives. Even though my daughter is a Freshman in College, I still remember vividly ~e days 

i 

when my child care arrangements fell through and I was not able to do anything abou) them. 

Now, luckily for me those were very few because I have the kind of job where if my [:laughter 
. 	 . ' . 'I· .'. '. .' . I 

were .sick or if she had a special occas1ion that I wanted to take advantage of in her pr,;school or 

her school years, I could arrange my sichedule., That is ~ot the ~ase for the vast majo),ity of 

wodcing Moms and Dads. '1 al.o haJ the advantage, except for tWD years of her life,!,o live in a 

Governor's Mansion where ther~ WElJ lots of people around, that is not a common exl,erlence for 
. . I ." . i 

most working mothers. And so 11m very aware that my situation was unique but eve~ with it, I . I . . . 	 :. 
reo.1I vividly those few times when dFPite my best effonsand avery supportive hu,!>and, and 

all of the balancing we all do, it just all feU through and I had to scranlble like crazy ~) make up· 

for it. One time in particular when I ~ldn't cancel something or just not go into woik or go in 



10 UNIV RELS PUBLICATNS PAGE10/03/1997 17:42 3013149344 

-,
; 

late, I had to be in court at nine o'clock and Chelsea was up all night sick and my batilysitter was 
. . I . . .: 

sick, probably with the same thing Chelsea was sick with and my husband was out oj~ town and . I' . ;' 
~y family wasn't aro~d and I called one of my best friends and shewasn't availabl~. and it was 

·1 . '. 
just a real terrible feeling that you get when you know that you want to be with your !child and 

because ifworl< demands yOu can~ ld I was lucky enough in find a neighbor who J,Uld come in 
'. I .: 

. I . 
an sit with her and I called home every chance I had a break and rushed home when i

. 
finished to 

. . 
1 

trod her you know, very well taken ~are of. But, that is not what is available to most! parents and 

I knowit is infIDitely tougher for mlt women who everyday are trying to do the be.:, they can. 
I • 

And I honestly donlt know how·sinsl,e parents do it. And I think we ought to be very '. 

sYmpathetic iIIId very supportive,of jll parents 1!ut particularly ofsingle parents, Toq many. . 

children end up because of their p..lts challenges, caring for themselves or being s~pervised by 

older siblings. And we know what hlppens when children are left unsupervised .. Ac;;ording to 

the FBI, it is during the late aftemoot that our youngest chlldren, those who are in thi~ir pre-teens 

or eady teens, are mo.t likely to explent with drugs, to become involved with Cri)nina! gangs, 
. . .' . I ! 

to get pregnant, to commit violence or to get into trouble in other ways.. : 

So, whe~ that.3 o'clock bell rings, 101s are reiieved but a lot of working parents. p~~ and we . 
. . . . ·1···· . .' 

' ., .-' . ; 

have to fmd a way to help parents with school age children as well. So, we know we: need to act 

" . ,
but where do we start. Well, we can learn from models of excellent chlld care aroun~1 our 

country. They can provideth~ energy and expertise and inspiration for what we neeq to do now. 

One very bright spot is the militaryls child care system. Out Defense Department !Uds the largest 

childcare system in the world. Taking care of the chlldren of the parents' who are in l;he front '. 
. I . . . 

lines of America. 1was privileged jJst two days at Quantic~ Marine Base to be ab'le to see flJ"St 

band what is being provided. for the lhildren'ofour Anned Forces and I have to say Iisaw whatI .' ...; 
• • <. • 

. 
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.-­
( . 
'. 

every parent would want for her. child.'. A beautifuJ facility, well-trained workers, hil~ standards, 

unannounced inspections botbin the fenter and in the f";'i1~day care settings,_ tal free . 

number for parents to call Wtth their concerns, mandatory trammg for everyone that :;omes mto . 
. , 

.,.. ~ contact with and works with a child. And. most importantly, good wages and solid t,enefits and 

respect for staff. Now. that has resulted in lower tuniover and more experienced car> givers. 

Now, that wasn't always the case and I learned in a very open discussion that the miLtary's child 

care was not always what we would liold up as an example. In fact, even the Center: that I visited 

Quantico is b;and new because the +i~US one ha~ ~ be shu!down beca~ei' didri. make the 

grade a few years ago.· But, -the leadership of our mIlItary knows that readmess depe;lds upon: . 
'. . 1 . ; 

. mothers and famers being abl~ to do. their work without worrying about whose carini~ for their. 

children. So the military made a C01lnitment to turning its child care system aroun4 and ' ' 
( 

Quantico is /Iowa shining example 0fWhal can be done., I want to tell two stories,~,t 'heard. 

The first, from one of the Commanders there was what happens before good child c~re in the 
. . I : . 

military. I heard about a mother and a father who were both called to duty on an emt:rgency 

basis at the same time .. I believe theyiwere both pilots. They had to be in the -: at the same, 

time. When that happened, they had ~o bring their two infants in basinettes' to the ofFice of their 

. Commander, leave those basine~es' iJ their Commander's office with instructions fo~ care and 
. .. I" : 

feeding. Now, that beats any story ablout child care challenges that I've ever heard. 1~he secOnd 
. . I ~ 

story is about, "what h~ppens now?U ifhat there is quality care available no matterwilat the 

occasion. I me. .Staff Sergeant, a si1g1e Dad, raising two little girls. He ,aid that ~hen he took 
. . - . . I' .' : 

his daughters to day care the first day they cried when he dropped them off, but the s!~cond day 

they cried when he came to pick them up. I was especially impressed by this very to~lgh Marine 
'. '. I. . . i 

whose obviously put in his time at the1weight traming facility, talking with great pride about how· 
. ; 
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( ­
he mastered pigtails and ponytl)ils for his daughters but I think part of the reason his;confidence 

is so high about embarking on the raler daunting task of being a single Dad of two ~itt1e girls is' 
" I" ; 

because he's gotten a lot of support from the child care faciJity and'the care giver's ~o.o have 

been there, helping him along, encoJaging him, giving them advice, helping to ,creal:e that ' 

vilfage. On a serious note also, we Jere privileged to have Lt. Colonel ... who I see ~,n the 

aUdienc'e here speak about the perspjctive of the child care system from fhe perspecJve of a 

commander. He said that his SOldiJ are more productive when they dOD~ have to ~Ony about 

their children:" 

Now, I probably should say his Marines are more productive when they don't have tq worry 

about their children and the result of~at is a ~uch higher level ofpreparedness 24 ~)urs it day. 

Now, there are certainly differences JetWeen the military and civilian sectof,but I b~tieve that
( 

the military's experience can serve as a ... for ~e Americao work place' in general. When parents 

! 
don't have to come to work feeling concerned about how their children are doing, they can make 

I : 
a much more positive contribution which benefits all of us. Just before I visited Qua11tiCO I was 

Q> Miami at Bapfuit Hospital there Jt abo has made a commitment to child care. I Jaw another . 

rust class facility, I learned about hJ they have adjusted th. hours because just like Ithe military 

they have 24 hour work days in a hO'~ital and I heard a lot of detail from the Chief ~"ecutive 
Officer about why it is good econOmibsense to provide this service. I met at the hOS~)ital with 

the Board of Directors of something JoIIed, Florida', Child Care Executive Partnermip, • group . 
"t . i . 

" ;. 

of business executives appointed by Governor Lawton Chiles to address child care isSues. In 

creating this partn....hip, Florida put ~jde two million dollars .the r .... t year to match ~Ollar for . 


,I ' 

dollar ,Corporate contributions for child care. And the Board was charged with enga~ing the 


private sector in this effort. 

I 

.1 
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.. .' . ' . ,": 

Once asked, the Florida business coLunity responded quickly and generously and this year the . . I . . 
. . 

legislature and the business Community are doubling their commitment so that we're Itaking both 

public dollars and pulling them to cJate more affordable quality child care and beca;lse of this 

effort, thousands of more working fJmilies in F~orida now have access to the' kind 0; care I saw .. . . 
I '. . '. ' 

at Quantico, I saw at Baptist Hospital, and I saw here at the University. '. 
. .' I . , .' 

Because we know that providing godd child care requires community involvement. irhe grant 
. ,I " ; . . 

" PI . 'd . nl . . h b' h th' ';h' hilmoney In on a 0 y goes to commumtles Yi ere uSlnesses ave come toge er WI): c d care 

. .,' I'. 1'. f . 1orgaruzations.to .Lorge ap ano . action. 


And, when I ask· these bUSineSSleadl. why they thought the par1nership was succ"':rul. they 


didn't hesitate to answer in very bus less like teans: They saiditwas good for the b(1,ttom line.. 


They said they didn't have to spend 1much time recruiting new workers who left b~;ause'of 

(
". 

child COl" problems. They dian~h+ to 'pond as mucbmoney reoruiting new WOrk!n who bad 

to be tramed, They didn't have to worry about absenteelsm which had been dramattcidly. Now,· 

:that was also the experience qf manyl other businesses with whom I have met and I jJit find it 

being repeated over and over again. 
. , . . ., . ' 

So, because I find the partnership concept so impressive, I'm very pleased to announ~e today that 

. the Department ofHeiUth and Huml Services is awarding a halfmiliion dollar grani to the .'. 

families and work institute, theNatidnal Governors' Association. and the Finance P~jectt to 

assist states in developing these pdershiPS with the private sector. And, the Present' has earlier . 

this year, .:.the military. the DepaJent ofDefense, to work with the private sector, ito take the 

. experience they've gained, their guidlJines which have been carefully written and bri~lg those to 

. the table to disc~ss with more child Jare centers and family day care providers what ~an be done 
. . /.. . : . 

to use money like that available in Florida to make models that can be replicated. B~::ause all 

http:orgaruzations.to
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( 

sectors of society have to be involVed", businesses, schools, police departments, teligi ous 

organizations, libraries, citizens' assobiations, the Federal, the State, and the local gO;/emments. 

We bope that the White House.Conf.Lnce will be a catalyst to bringing many ofthOi' sectors 

togetMr. I also bope that at tbe WbiJ House Conference we will discuss ways that \<lUld assist 

, parents who wish to make the choice lo stay at home with their children more econolnically 

, feasible because its not just creating JOOd child care centers and family day care centers outside 

the home, how do we create real choiles that are available to working families so th~tthey in the 

privacy. of their:family can make a dliSion that it is economically feasible for on. plrentto be 

there for their children. 

It is important to remember that this <conference is a startirig point. ,I hope that it m~'ks the 

beginning of National 'discussion and laction. And I hope that its focus on the three ki~ys areas 
, I . 

will spark individual ideas around th~1 country. Now. the tbree key areas are the I~Ck:Of . 
affordable child care, quality concerJ, ~d the need for school age care. We have al~eady 

, " I ': 
discussed affordability and we've made,some progress. The Presidenttoo,k some sterJs to address , , I, ',; " 
this need.' For starters, the expanded Federal funding for child care. In fact, since 19;93, child 

care funding has risen by"apprOXimaJIY68 percent and it now reaches more thanon~ million' 

children through subsidies which is Jtlical if theire going to have financial acceos Jquality 

care. And I'm encouraged too that in Ithe hlst foW' years more states are committing 4.Leii own 

resources to help working people pay for quality child care. 

In the balanced budget agreement, the $500 child tax credit " , 
, I ' ","" , 

will go to 27 million families with 45 million children under the age of 17. Now foj' the typical 
. I ' , " 
American family with 2 kids. this chitd tax credit will mean 1 J 000 more dollars in tak,e home pay 

13 




UNIV RELS PUBLICATNS PAGE 1510/03/1997 17:42 3013149344 

per year. That is especially important for low-income families who are also going to; benefif from 

ihis ·child tax credit. rbirt_ milliln children from families with incomes below i'30.ooo will 

receive the credit.· Tha(s a lot ofyouJ teach..... poliee offi~. fann ..... ll1lflIes and 1er>who will 

.., I h th . t:: 'I d 'd ' ,have some ~a lDcome to put mto w atever. elI ,amI y eCl es~ but f;~rtain1y on~ of the great 

expenses is improving child care. L.;, through the expanded Earned IIu:ome rill< bredil, more 
. . 1 .: 

. . ".;. 
workirig families have had a cut in their tcp!:CS which has on average meant an inal.ease in their 

!' 

income ofover a thousand dollars. So, there have been real steps forward so that 
. 
there;3, more child· 

. ! 
care available. its subsidized. andthl's more ofan opportunity for families with chiidren to take 

advantage of these programs, ··The President has also made'chUd care an essential ctmponent of 

welfare 'reform. He insisted that welfare reform include spending for child care b<:cause we're 

pulling.• lot more women, siogle woml with children, into the work force.' So it willl,e increased 
( 

by nearly S4 billion over the nex:t 6,. But that is still not enough and we have a 10+ way to go 

to explore how better to enable parents to meet their child care costs. Quality is .th~ second key 
. ·1· ' 

issue. We have to do more to support child care providers. We have not done a good jbb of lifting 

up'the profession that is so important inl.taking care ofour children and mat~hing that w~:.h increased . 'I·· .: 
income and job opportunities and benefits. I've been to a lot of ~hild care centers and I'vi! met many, 

many terrific people running and workik in them but their salaries are woefully low and! many leave 

the profession because it's not one that ienables them to suppon themselves and their ~"" families. 
. . I . .: . . 

I remember one provider who told me with tears in her eyes that with the birth ofher s~!COnd child~ 
. . I i 

she bad to leave taking care of children ~hich is what she loved to do more·than anyth~'g and.go to 
.1 ! . 

work in an·office because she needed to make more income. So we have to do all we can to 

encourage and sUpPQrt child carewoLerSlO get trrunmg. to build their skills and ~crease their . , 

14 
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knowledge whichwill demand higher salaries and benefits. We have to fmd the ver;I best people' 

to take the jobs of caring for our chillen because parents should not have to ~Orry '.vhether their . I . ; 

· child is safe at day care and the vase~ajority of teachers ace absolutely'superb in caking for their . . 

I· children, b~t there a few who we need to make sure do not go i~to the'classrooms Ofiourday care 

ceo""".. Andwe also have to help p4ts do a better job ofsearching out good child ci1(e. Inswvey 

after survey when parents are ~ked> btey really donlt know what theylre looking fo~ They donlt 

know what kind of equipment should bl there; they don~ know what kind of training ~eywouldbe 
. I . ,;'.' . , 

de.manding:for the, chiJdcare workers.. jfoo often parents are better infonned ahout wha t kind· ofcar . 

. . to buy thanwhat'kind'of child care to bhoose. So we have to help parents beconie'mLe informed . - \ 

· oollSummto creale that demand that til absolutelpay to theDWket place, we musjhave high"" 

quality for the money welre paying. (i)ne of the interestirig results of a Jot of the rese!trch that has . . I . .. . 
.( . 

been done recently is that good quality bhildcare is generally but now always more exJ>ensive ,than 
· :. 

.' . , . : .I
inadequate child care. And in the middle, there's a lot of child care that could be vastly improved 

I I 

with some good training and better guidance there would make a big diffe.rencefor th< money that 

. . I . , . 
is being paid. Now I hope that we wiJ1 continue to focus on safeguarding the health ~nd safety of 

children in our ... system around the coultry. Certainly the President earmarked money !gOing to the 

states for child care for quality imprOvlments. And this summer he proposed a new ~ Ie requiring . . I . . : ., , 

that child care programs that r~ive Federal doJJars make sure that all childfen are immJnized. And . 

· in 1995 the administration launchedJe Healthy Child Care America Campaign whii:h promo ..... 

partnembips between cbild care centers ·Lhealth ag~ies. That initiative now in 46 'Ii,les t••cbes . I '. , 
child care centers how ~o create safe healthy environments. A lot of times when we do J, ese surveys 

and we get the results and people go in ~. say, this isn't sanitary; this i. D.ot .ppropri~te, the child 

IS 
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care workers don't know that. Nobody's told them. They're not sure about what the~"re supposed 
. I .; 

to be doing. So through the Healthy Child Care America Campaign, we intend to do abetter job of 

educating child care workers. 

And) finally, school age care. A critical issue for millions of working Amen~anfamilies. 

I have visited some excell~nt school age child care pfograms. The other day in Qua.o.1ico, I visited 


one oftheir schools and saw what wal available for the children there, but most children and their . 


parents do not yet have access to golod school age child care. Places where the children can do 


. homeworl< or·play.sporis or leamto Jlay a musical instrument ... Home Alo"e migbj have been a . 


hit movie but'it is not a good script.for Lchildren.' lives ,and we need to move to m~:e sure more 

. ~ . 

childre~ can·safely and productively spend those after school hours in a place like " school or a 

library or some other setting that is good for them. . .. . : 
( 

I'd .like to close with one tbouJht and then invite your questions. We are privileged to live 

in a time oftreroendous bou~tY in our Lunny. We are at peace. Our economy is boorhing. Social 

. problems that for years held us back le receding. The crime rate is down, the teenage pregnancy 

rate is down. On so many fronts we,t making progress together .. At a time such as jus presents 
. I· . .:. 

a special opportunity free from crisis we can do work that might not be possibl~ in stormier· 

.. . . I .; . 
moments. So we should use this good fortune to make a difference, to lay the ground iwork so that 

the generations of children to come Jill be able themselves to build a country that llas· so many 

opportunities and take advantage ofJe blessings that we all have. So turning to chili! Care i. not 

just something that is a nice issue to talJ about.· It is as the President calls it, the next ~eat Frontier 

ofPublic Policy, to build up and stren~en our f~ilies, to give them more support soithey can do 

their jobs both at hoine and ;n the work ~laC. will help up chartthat Frontier Dot onJYSQ that we are 

16 
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l~ to a better world for the . children I saw today, b.ut for generations of American chilJ:ren to come. 

ADd I invite all of you to be pan in lmg action to make .ure thaI happen.. .! . · 
. ' . .' I . " . i 

Thank you all very much. (applause) I'm glad there were babies here. That'$ a wonderful 
, I : 

. reminder ofwhy this is so important. Well, as I understand what we're going to do ndw. We have 

.two people with microphones in the'jslL. 'Ifanybody has any questions, they should lille up behind, 

the gentleman h~. and the young womL1here and take a tum, but ifno~ that. all rishJ too. I don~ 
mind at all . 

. Ht 

Hi. (Mrs~ Clinton): 

I have _question, I'nlam empree on campus. rve been.asecrelary b.erefOrffteen years . 

. I have a four year-old son. ·I'm a $ingle mother. I wanted to get my son to go to schocH here at the . , I· .: , . i 

,nice c:cnter; It would cost me over 5~oJ a month and my salary is 525,000 a yeat. So ~tOW can that . . I· . i. 

help employees here on campus? And I'm not the only single moth~; that has had a ~r.oblem with 

. this. ' 
; 

Mrs. Clinton ~ And that is one of the reasons why I mentioned that we have td? do more to 
, ' I . 

provide more slots in child care for ~orking parents like yourself and we have to h~lp subsidize 
, .. j . ' : . 

. ' . 
qUalitycliild care because you are a penect eKample ofthe problem that I'm. trying to ill~strate. You 

. . I . 

makeS25,OOO a year ... 

. With no child support 

Mrs. Clinton;' with no child support. So that's your total income.. 

. Correct! ' , [' 

Mrs. Clinton ~ And that's before taxes ... 

17 
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(~ 

CorrectI Aod I live at home rith my parents. . 


Mrs. Clinton· And youlre doing all you qm to keep expenses down living at home and good 


I . .
'. quality child care such as we see here at the university would cost $500 a month, which is $6,000 . 

a year: which is a 25 perc<nt ofYQUr blfore tax income. I mean that is exactly the pro;,lom that I'm 
. I" ". . 

talking about. So what have you done for child care? '. . ' . . 

Well, I went to a Catholic sell in Ibe area and they gave me a scholmhip for j:JSt this year. 

So I pay $200 a month to have him Jfull-time pre-K. But if I did not have that and i( didn~ have 
. I .' .• 

my parents, I would probably have to 4uit my job and go on welfare because who woJld watch my 
. '. I . . ' 

child during'the day. and how could I!a.fford that and live in an apartment. .. 


'. Mrs. Clinton - WelJ, thatisJeproblem.I could nolmore vividly describe it And, so, I 
'. I . i 

hope that some the proposals that will be discussed at the White House Conference, yd,Jr child will 

be in.ChooI before we probably get lUchofthe changes that I would like to .ee hap~.en, but then . 
I .' : . 

you'll need, you know, after school cJ.e which is another part of this debate .. But I hoj)e that some 

of these proposal. will fO.CU' ex.cttJ on what you're talking about We .need more iUbsidies for 

r
working families, particularly single parents. Ifwe are going to have a policy in 0* country of 

endiog welfare ;u1d ~ea;,;g everyo1e to work, we have to do more to support ·those t,arents with . 

children who are trying to do ~e best they can by working. And I want to thank you fori what you're 

doing. (applause) 

Hi, I'm the Diredor at Galludette University Child Development Center and ~ ave worked . . 
.. . ,; . 

. 
I
I ' 

with children with disabilities for the last 20 some years in child care and I'm curious tvhat you all 

are suggesting the focus and direction more and more children with special needs are ~\ow in child 

care centers because of Spec'jal Ed laws and I'm curious where you all stand on that. i . 

18 
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I 
! 	

" 

Mrs. Clinton - Well, we stand with you as an educator of children with speciUs needs and 
" , 	 I' , ' : 

with parents of children with special needs because it is more eJq)ensive to care forl a child with 

special needs. And, again, parents f.JIbe same difficulties, only more '0 because of~le additional 

c:osts. And itls not just fmandal coJts. Itls also emotional' and psychological costs ~at is much 

higher when you have. clilld, Wbeth,+" your only child, ~ one ~f a number of your 1bildren with 

spectal needs that you need help canng for and also for many children, you want to in!:egrate them 

as early as possible into 'as typical a HfJ 'as you can possibly arrange for them and that re1luires, often' 

limes, you kiIowspec.ial transportalioJ .special equipment; whether it'. wIieel cIutir. oi other kinds 

ofmedical equipment; it oftenreqwresLn your case, with deaf children" specially traineJI caregivers. 

So this is an issue , that jsapart ofour olerall issue ofquality and affordability .. I am old.I::DOUgh to.- , 

'( 	
I keep s~ying that;..- I think that's becLse I'm going to turn fifty this month. I'IQ. Old/enough, I'm 

nearly a half eennuy old. Think abJ it for all you yOWlg people. It's hard to believl it happens. 
I " 	 , i 

(laughter) So I can re~ember (applauise) many. many years ago when I worked for t1I:e Childrens 
I ' I 

, Defense Fund and when I was involved in other activities concerning chlldren, goin~; into places , ' ' I' 	: 
where children with disabilities were literally just left on th~ floor all day~ I cannot JIl'you some ' . 	 . l' 
of the places I have seen. Now that was twenty-five years ago. 'I haven't seen pla~:es like that 

, , '. , i 
. recently, but rm not invited to those places in my current position and I know that ther,e are lots of 
, 	 , ·1'· , i 
excelle~t facilities for special needs children and I know that there are some that ar~ really very 

'inadequate. So this is a big part ofwJat we're going to be talking about. 'Yes. ! ' 
I '! 

Thanks for coming. I'm a student here and 1 would like to know how does t1i e European 
'I' . i , 

child care or World child care cOmp~e to the United States and ate you planning to hav~; any World 

input on planning for American child lare. ,. 	 . , I 

19 
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( 
Mrs. Clinton - Thatls an excellent question. I want to thank you for asking that .1: ecause often 

times we don't learn about what wJes in other places and there are some very pod models in 

Europe ofNational Commitment to CLld Care. ' In fact when I was at the child care center here at 

. the UDiversity, I learned thi. morning ,L the facility is modelled 00 facilities in northC.\o Italy. The 

'. university architects went and visited bbuse of the great room with the classrooms o~ the side and 

its really something beautiful tobehJld. But there are some very good programs in:. oumber of 

European countries that I think bear soLe attention. I have personally visited child c~re centers in . 

F ranceand·in· .,few other'countri~:Jcular1Y in Fraru:e and Denmark·whiehwere ve~, impressive 

to me becausetherewas'anational.comLi1mentto the provision of quality affordable clj.ild care that" 

went beyondpoliticaHdeologyc I Jnember.when I .visitedFrance, I went to Vario).. cities.and 

looked at their chijd care facilities and whether I was in a city that was run by a very ~;onservative
( 

mayor and city council or one run by the socialists Party1 I didn't see any difference. lAnd I asked 

a very conservative mayor in a Frendh city how he could explain this national consensus about 

spending both national and local douarl to build excellOllt facilities, make them affordlble, and h • 

. said but they're all our children. You low we are creating future French citizens and: he said it as 

only a Frenchman could say it with a 101 offlourish. It was like I asking sucba ridiculd.'Js question . 

. How could politics have anything to dl with taking ~are of one's children .. They' fighiabout other 

things and even in the recent efforts to 19n in the budgets in a lot ofthe European counJies to make 

.. them more economically competitivj. their caring for children has not been 'an issJ e of debate 

between the political factions in the coltries that I'm aware of They are going to r~mak. committed . 

to universal health Care for all of their piPleand for adequate education and child care rJ)C preschool 

and I think it's a very important NatioJal commitment and I think we should look to si~e if we can 

20 , I 
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learn anything from that. I write a little bit about the French system in my book because I was ' 

impressed by it. Yes. 

Being college students. most of us donlt recognizetbere's a problem in chilJ care but. also 
.' . :' 

being very involved in community service, what can we do as college ~tudents?: " 

" Mrs, Clinton - That's also a v~ good question and 1'think community servii'e i •• critical 

, i key to being able to provide enough lluntary manpower 10 help out in a loto! tho cinters that are ' 
' , 

1 
, 

, particularly serving lower income families. And I know that a number ofyoung people, both through , 
, 

university community, services and through Americore have signed up to work Gn things li~e 

America Re~ds',and mentoringand tutoring 'children and I think looking for oppo~tities to work ' , 

with.even younger children to,give,tJem the attention that they n~dwouldbe a :very, goodwayof, 

working with at least one,family, one bId. Maybe showing a mom or a dad how to ~~ad to a child ' 

wiih just' by you doing it, mOdellingl it for them, playing, teaching .ome of those .~Iy gam.. and 

songs that you were taught -- all ofwliich help build the brain. I mean all those little thlngs that we 

used to do all make a difference. Andl you know there's a lot ofevidence now that yoJ know young 

, women, yoUng mothers when they ~ to children in those little high voices we all adopt when' we 

see little kids. Like oh, oh Michael,ylu1re so cute, You know our voices just go up IJ:e, you know, 

full register. That bas an impact. Thj child really can hear it. And young men and f~tbers who ate 

more physical with babies and, yJ know, play games with them, that also stimu(1tes the brain 

development. So there's a lot that bJth young men and women could do in giving ot their tim. to , 'I ., ' , 
work with some ofthese kids, especially as I say in lower iricome f~ily areas ~her~ there may be' 

100 many adults taking 'care, too f1 adults: taking care of too many children, ,i,' 
Good afternoon. My name i~ Cecilia Johnson and I'm a family chiJd care provi~,er and I have 
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care of their children. 
, 

Mrs. Clinton - Thank you for asking that and thank you for beiDg a family day l~are provider. 
. . 	 I .. .': " , 

, 	 :. . ..,; 
Until we' have some program that takes care of all ,of our childrens' health care nee~;, we will not 

soive this problem completely, but in ~e Balanced Bud~et Agreement,we made a biJ step forward 

as a Nation./ Because through ,thecoLitment of $24 billion that was raised by rais!:ng the tax ,on 
, .,. 	 : , 

tobacco, :we will be able to provide health care for half the children who are currenJJy uninsured, 
( 	

many of whom fall into -the catego~ you're talking aboul Now a lot of mothers 1getting off of 

, welfare should beverysw-e they're njt still eligible for Medicaid becauSe they often fife. We have 

. 3 million childre.n in America who Jeligible for Medicaid but their mothers and fath~rs don't know' 

they are so they are left to the whims if the emerge~cy room ornot being taking care Jf. SO making 

-sure your eight ';'omscheck to ... Jether they're available and eligible is the fIrst ~g, Secondly." . 
. 	 ! ,j . . 	 . . ; . 

this new money -,this S24billion will expand coverage in every state. So making s~·.re they know 

~e to go to fmd outhow ro sign U1 their child c,;, health care I dunk islbe best1ice you could 

81ve them and to help them, you know, know where to contact somebody and to try tofmd out. But 

w~ ~tiU have ~ many Americans r~dO not get health insur~ce through their iwor~ ar," not 

eliglble for any kmd ofgovernment asSistance, and they Just fall mto thiS large pool! of 40 mdlion 

uninsured Ameri...... about 11 milliJ ofwhom are ~Jdren, Al)d SO we just have Jkeepmaking 
, 	 ' 1 
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,(' " 

,sure everybody who's covered With Medicaid and the new Child Health Program are l'X>vered. then 

we need to see what else we're goiJ to do to coVer tho remaining children and adults. So please 

, l , give them that information, 

Mis. Clinton, I hate to do this but your staff has suggested that you maybe shd uld take only 

one more qu~stion. 

, " Mrs. Clinton - All right. 

Well, actually instead ofa question I wanted to issue an invitation to you to (:ome visit me 

at the Childrens Developmental CliniJ on this campus. Come back one more time this: Saturday and 

, see a new prograro or different prlgram from whatwe've been talking about tollay, which is ' 

" :-.. undergraduate and faculty members lunteering their time· on Saturdays to play wi~ the children, 

provide role models for the children, and to deal with those hours of concern that YO~l mention for 

late afternoon hours, excuse me. the week days when they are unsupervised. And th~ special thing 

, about our progr~ is that itls for Chillwith physical disabilities, who have self-estefml issues and 

who get isolated at schools and' also' children from disadvantaged neighbo~hoods, from 

diJiadvantaged backgrounds. I Work lwith childnm f!Om th.e Cools Spring Elementarjl School who 

are Hispanic mostly and who have par.ents who are very disengaged from education,aildifyou ever 

have the time to come visit us on Jaturday, I'd love to show you what can hapJ'Cl\ when people 

vohmteer for free . 

... ... expenses 

Mrs. Clinton - Well. the young man who asked the question what he might d~., you need to 

I· . 
sign him up. (laughter & ,pPI~e) jell, unfo:-ately I can'tbe there.~iS Saturday :Jaughter) but 

I'm very glad you stood up to JnVlte me and dJd such a good Job descnbmg what you.,do beCause I 
, 
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( 
think that's the kind of a model that more people need to hear about That there is some!:hing literally 

, for everybody to do. Whether it's l oUf own homes spending more time wi~ our ()wn children; , 

maybe the children ne.t door ordoJ the blod< or ifsomebody else in your fomilywh~' doesn't have 
, ,I' ': 

the time and is working too hard and needs a helping hand, or whether it's b~ ing involved 

professionally as so many of you aJ as ohild oare providers ata oenter or in a home: We all have 
, , I ", 

something we can do and volunteekng to help supportparents and child care prov;de~ is a very 


important way ofnot only providioga service but for each of us to know fusthand w:lat you know 


" about what a difference it can make in a child's life. And so I hope that you'll be eilgaged in this 


issue and thinking about it and shar~ ideas and here on this campus try to reach out ko everybody, 


you know. whether it's the young plple who are' at this center or the young womeniwho stood up , 


who is wotking here as • seoretarY ladY who needs some support, needs a helping fband, I bet if 

. 

, 
'I ,.. ' , , . 

everybody on this campus just looked around at the people you already know, you'd flhd that there's 

something you can do to help relievJ some ofthe burdens of taking care of children, 'espeCiallY for 
,I : , 

single parents. I really want to stress Ithat. It is so important that we support them and ;give them the . 

, kind of attention and volunteer activities that wiJI enable them to know they're being gq od moms and 

dads because that's what evOl}'b~y1.. to feel, And ifweco~Jd get that idea aerosi" J think. lot . 
, ' '. I·. ',;, 

.ofour other problems in this countli}' would take care of themselves. i ' 
, . I . ' 


Thank you very much. (apRlause) 

President Kirwan --Mrs, Clinton I Lpe that you can sellSe the vOl}' strong and sp~:a1 feelings of 
, . I .' . : 

support there are on this campus for you and the work that you're doing and also sens~ how honored 
. 1 ':, . , 

we.,. to have you at College park_lwe know that during sohool breaks, there ~Illikely be some 

colors ofanother school prominent in the White House (laughter) and we think you n!~ed to be able' 
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So we have a little gift we want k give toyour to fetaliate with the colors of one of iur schools. 

that we hope youlll wear when Chelsea is home. 
. . I 

. . . 
. Mrs. Clinton - Absolutely! (~~plause) 

( 

t'. 
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