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I. ., . , , 

Thank you very much, althdugh you did blow my c'over ofat least pretending to know how 
to use the computer. My daughte~ int~nds for us to comm,,:,nicaie by E-mail and t did promise her 
that I would actu~lIy do that But ~ can't make any promises about the column because I am 
usually finishing,that late at night" in fact, what Rick didn't tell you, being the diplomat he ,is, is 

'that the column that he just held u~ came in several hours after deadline. [laughter] B,utone of the 
great benefitsofwork\ng with Ri~k and his staff is thatthey are very understanding of both my " 
time and my schedule pressures ana so when he invited me to speak about my weekly column to 

I 

this audience offellow journalists, like any good employee, I agreed to ,do that. , " 
. And I've been thinking a Io't about future column ideas that might be exciting or at least 
somewhat interesting to people. T~ come up With why a western White House in Palo Alto is in 
America's' interest. , [laughter] HoJ, you can tell the 11)00d of any woman in public life by her hair 

. style. [laughter] I've. read in my hukband's one day that I was going to do a column on golfs 
score keeping according to presidehts that I have known, [laughter] but he talked me out of that 
one and then I have also been thin~ing about guest columnists. I persuaded my husband to write 
.a column on Mother's Day, 'and h~ldid, an~ I thought it was won~erfu~, So now I've talked with, 
our cat,' .Socks. I figure that dogs 10 the white House have had ,their vOices heard and cats deserve 

, I 

equal time, but I don't know if! will ever write this column because the only interesting topic that 
~~ckscould come up with is my rite House Prison [laughter] and that is not very exciting to 

I also have a suggested guest column by Eleanor Roosevelt by Eleanor Roosevelt, that'.s 
. her idea, [laughter] So we have avbry exciting year ahead as I am trying to think through what I 
am going to tie writing about to fill 1my empty nest symptoms because those of y~u· who have sent 
children off to school and [Unclear] and Lwere talking about sending'their daughter who like my . 
daughter decided to she had to go to school on the opposite coast, 3000 miles away, because their 
daughter is in New Y orkand t:lly d~ughter is in California. This can lead to a lot of ti!11e on your 

.. hands, You don't have to sit up w~rrying about where they are and whattime they' are going to . 
.·be in" not that they 'ask you to, but it comes with the job description. Even though· many ofyou 
. who. have teenagers or can,rel11emb:er raising them know that you don't see much of them at a 

certain age, Bill and I hover around the White House endlessly hour after hour just for a sighting. 
[laughter] And now we don't have to worry about that, so I've got much more time on my hands.. 

. And so I am going tatum al'lot of my energy that is now leftover to-writing the column 
every week and coming up with ne~ and exciting things to say and trying to get in befo're . 
deadline. I've also 'lea~ned a lot abo:ut writing columns an~ about AP style, which ,Rick and ~is 
staff have broken me mto. I've learned about the word spite, not that lam happyabout havmg 
learned that word. And my math h~s gotten better,'tiecause I have had to calculate time in Los 

, Angeles from places like [Unclear] in Mongolia, for example, or [Unclear] in T(lnzania. And then 
I have had to file from Air Force o~e on occasion. I have also been compelled to look at the 
world differently because in telling ~ny story of what I do during the week or any issue that I am 
co~cerned about! have tO,be muchlmore.careful,about how I desc~ibe what I do and I am always 
bemg asked by Rick and hIS stafffor details, details, what about thiS, 

. 
what about that. The very 

I 

. first column that I wrote about driving a car' and it was when I was home in Little Rock for an . . 
, . .. '. . 

, II . 



I 

" \ 

, ,I 

·1 
occasion and I persuaded my SecrJt Service agent, but don't tell anyo~e this, to let me drive. I 
was so excited about just beingabl~ to·get behind the wheel again. It is these little, things thatyou 
miss, driving a car, actually going Jp and down the aisle of a supermarket So I wrote this column 
an~ I sent it in,and they c,ome back land they say to me, "W~Il, what kind of car, WIlS i~?:' I have ' 

, no Idea what kInd ofcar It was. [laughter] It was the expenence that I was haVIng dnvIng the car 
, that I was trying to convey and the9 ask me picky questions like whatJcind of car it was. So I 

tried to get more specific and unddstand the imp~rtance of description and narrative. 
" I outlined in that first colum'n what I hoped to achieve and whyI was doing this column. I 
must say that Eleanor Roosevelt's ~xperience both encouraged ,me and also ~as daunting, She ' 


, wrote a column every single day for. years and year-s, ' She would retire at the end of her very long " 

days and it was almost a diary colu~n. For those ofyou who would be interested, theya're . 


: fascinating glimpses into her life and into the times. I have read these columns years before and 
, then when I was goi~g into the Whi~e House, in an effort, to educate myself about what was to 

come, although whether I went to tne wrong school or I didn't learn the lessons very well. I 
. would study about what former wdmen in my position had gone thrQugh,and I read a lot ofMrs. , , , ". I, ' ,
Roosevelt's columns, She even has ~ column that I would recommend to you about how annoyed 

she got at the people who would only talk about her hairstyle. 


, [laughter] I found that exceedingly domforting.,' , , 

, I",. ' , 

, So I was encouraged to do this and then Rick was nice enough to offer me the " 

,opportunity and I wanted to do it fo~ a co'uple of reasons. To share with people some of the 


'experiences that I have been privileg¢d to have you know from the very mundane of being able to ' 
drive a car to meeting people like Nelson Mandela for example. And then secondly, I really do 
care passionately about the issues th~t affect Americans b,ecause I do think that they matter and I 
wanted an opport~nity to talk about Isome of those issues, and frank,ly to advance arguments 
about issues that I thought make a d~fference in the lives of the people of our country. And of 
course the two are related becausea~I have traveled around the worl,d and in our own country I 

" have'both met people who have symbolized a lotofwhat I see going on in the country and I have, 
learned more about the issues that I ,bare about. Whether it is meeting a Nelson Mandeia or one 

, of my childhood heroes,' Ernie Bank~, I always' come away from the experience enriched by it and, 
wishing that I could take every Arne,lillican with me. That's especially true'as 1 travelarou, nd the 
world. I have often commented that iffcouldn't take every American with me, I would have to 

, ,take every American teenager with 'me so that they could see what our country looks like from a . 
" distance, they would see what,other ~eople,go through to try to maintain democracy and they 

, wouldn't necessarily take for grantedl;as I see too many Americans. the blessings that we have 
here and understand more about what we have to offer here in the United States, 

'I ' "".'
Now deciding what to write 8,bout is very difficult for me. I try to make it topical in terms 

'of what I am doing during the week,. so obviously last weekI had to write about taking my, 

daughter to college and the week befbre that because of the extraordinary events, I wrote about 

going to Mother Teresa's funeral andj:also the week before about going to Princess Diana's' 

funeral. But that is not a ty'pical week·, Usually my weeks are more like this week has been. I, 


. , " ' , 

started in New York with my husband at the United Nations, we went to the Metropolitan Opera 
where we saw a marvelous young sin~er from Washington, PC, Denise Gracepl~yed Carmen, 
and so I dQ everything in a week' that :1 find Doth interesting and part of my obligation and then I 

, have to say what is it that I am going to write about. Sometimes 1 don;t decide until ve'ry late in ' 

,the day when the column is due and ttiere have been occasions when I have written one column' 




and been totally unimpresSed by what I had written and started from scratch, which is when Rick , 
'gets-that chicken scratch coming ih over the fax. I think, though, that this search for balance that' 
'I amcon;stantly engaged in my owh life, . really reflects what many people go through, particularly. 
women. Because if we' were to ta~e a snap shot· of any hour of the day ofour li'ves during any , 
partic.ular week, we might draw cdnclusions about who we were or what we did that might be 
'very different if we took a snap sh6t a daylater. Because we do balance and Juggle so many other' 
. responsibilities during the course olf our days and weeks. And so for me trying to figure out each 
morning what I am doing, what mY. responsibilities are to my family, or my public duties, and then 
also what to see happen or what I ivould like to influence in our society is som~thing that' really'· 

. does till my days and so I try to gl~an from'all ofthat what ofmight be of interest to someone 
outside my family. . , " \ " , " , , ' , ',' .' 

And I have been very fortunate t~ witness a lot ofQistoric moments, certainly election day 
, I wrQte apout, because I hat.edectibn day. They are difficult "you don't know what to do, you've 

done everything you can do, and ydu just have Wwait. Bill and I go vote, Chelsea comes along, 
This year, I had to till me time.up 56 I went, for those of you who have ever been to Little rock, 

, Joe's [Unclear] Eat Place, where thby give you slabs of meat and all kinds of fixings 'and sat 

around with a bunch of friends in a Ismail back area, you know, talking about our lives and just 

reminiscing and then ending there o~ the front ofthe state house on that glorious Autumn :, ' 

evening. , , ' , '. " ' \ " ' ',' ' ,', " 

, Inauguration Day was so much more relaxed this year than it was four years ago. I realize 
, ' , I ' 

how relaxed it was when we went through the same routine that we had during the previoLis four' 
, years, 'ending with a lovely lunch in~ide the capitol sponsored by the leadership ofthe Senate and 

: the House. I know that I had been ~t a similar event four years before sponsored by Democratic 

leadership, but the event was very much the same. That I really found that I couldn't remember 
, ' , I 
much about what had happened four years ago. When they handed us a picture they had taken of 
the Inaugural that had already been ~eveloped of the whole scene laid out in front of me, I said to 

, 'Bill, "That is so sweet ofthemto dol'that, I can't believe they thought of it" and Newt Gingrich 

said, "1 think they did it four yearsago:" and I said "Oh!" It was so interesting to 'me to have 

gone through with the same ,experie~ce twice, but the first time being so overwhelmed by' what 

happened. Probably one of the highlights of that inaugural lunch was that my daughter was seated 

in between Strom Thurmond an.d Tolm Delay.[laughter] Now I alluded to sitting next to Strom 

Thurmond in my column when I wrd,te about inauguration, but I did not saw that he turned to her 

and he said ~'Chelsea,ifI were a younger man, I'd, court you." [laughter], ' 


, There have been, in addition io those highlignts of our time here; some very sad moments 
that have been tragic in their impact 6n the world: Certainly the assassination and then going to 
the funeral ofPrime Minister Rabinti'fIsrael was one of the worst times in the White House. I 
have so many memories about my tiJes with him, both he and King Hussein used to give me a 
merciless [unclear] because I said ,at Ith~ w~iteH?use there~asto be no smokin,g and'b,o~h of, , 

,them smoke constantly and so, I didn't reahze qUite how seriously they were taking my inJunction, 
because of course I would do anythin~' for Middle-east Peace, even let them smoke. in the White 

,', House. [!aughter] But they felt, YOltldnow, as amatter ofhc::mor that ,if! didn't let anyone else 
, ,smoke, they wouldn't take advantage!. ,I found rnyselfbegging them to smoke in the White 

House. [laughter] "That's Ok~y your majesty, you know, prime minister, please feel free" 
, "rio, no, no, no, we will not, we wi,lI ~'ot" We have many wonderful and personal memories as "Ye 

went to represent our country at that terrible loss. ' 



" '. 

, I also have tried to give people a sense of what goes on in the White House, by talking 
about the behind the scenes ofpre~aring for a state dinner, of preparing for' Christmas, Ifyou are 
a last minute, Christ~as person, and B~1I and, I are, you know how absolutely horrified I. was to be 

'told in June of 1993 that I was lat~ in preparing fo'r the upcoming Christmas in the White House. ' 
I went into total shock when the usher said to me '~Mrs Clinton, when do you think that you'll 

,start planning seriously." and I said\"its J~ne" and he'said "Yes but we have much to do and we ' 
start, taking the theme for the Christmas al,ld we take the decorations and the ornaments, we start, ' 
collecting them, we start putting-to~ether the w'reaths in August in a big warehouse in Maryland." 
Well it was more than I could take, !and it took.me months to recover, bUt we finally made it 
,through that first Christmas and we'\ve enjoyed everyone since. ' ',' , 
, , ,I' have also tried to highlight people who I think are emblem.atic, .about what happe~s.'in 
our country, and frankly to teU some of the gooq news about what IS gomg on and the ternfic 

. ' energy that I find as I travel around jthe United States. People whose nam~s will never appear in 
your newspapers but who are leading, in my view, ,lives ofcourage because of the odds against 
which they struggle. I wrote about Miriam, an older women who volunteers in my office. Any of 

, you whokno~s how the White Ho~se works know that you could not nm the Whit~ House 
, without volunteers and interns, that is one of the closely guarded secrets, because we don't have , 	 I ' , 
the staff for example to ,answer the ~undreds ofthousands ofletters that we get if we did not have 

" ' volunteers and Miriam was a very faithful volunteer who despite struggling with breast cancer 
. 	 I,.. '. ' 

showed ,up for work even though she was undergomg very pamful and difficult treatment. 
She seldom would arrive without cobkies, pies, or other baked go~ds that kept all of my staff and 
the interns from the entire White HoLse well fed during the time she was there. 'And then when 

. I ' ' , 
she died, I was honored to be asked to speak at her funeral. I thought about what she and her 
family had gone through and it just oitade my concern and advocacy on behalf of breast cancer and 
other diseases that ravage not only irldividuals, but entire families even more personal. When I 

I 	 , 

talk about issues, I try to bring somebody personal into them. , " ',' 
Micro credit which is hardly ~ subject that gets blood pulsing through people's veins, is , 

, " .' 1 	 ' 
something that I feel very strongly aDout and that we don't often hear about. Itry,to tell the story 
ofbeing in Denver and how a womerl said to me "More good ideas die in the parking lots of ' 

." banks than anywhere else in the worla and how we needed to create more opportunities for 
, 	eritrepreneurs to have thecredit,theylneed to create better future's for themselves." , 

, . . I also have tri,ed to bring to' a :wider audience what I. know is happening in the lives of . 
Americans, particularly working worqen and try to say you know this a very difficult undertaking: ' 

, , to be working, to be raising a family, land try to be involved in one's community. So I try to 
profile, in these columns taking about! policy 'changes,' individuals who 'I know \.viiI be effected. I ' 

• ' . I 

really have appreCiate.d the response that I have received from the people as I have gone around 
, the country. One column that provo~ed a tremendous response was on adoption, when I wrote 

about working with Mother Teresa when she started a home here in Washington fo'r infants who 
have been aban~~ned and are to be g+en up for adoption. ,People stop ~~ on streets, I ~as in 
Jackson Hole hlkmg and a man grabbed my hand and thanked me for wrltmg about adoptton 
,because',he and his wife had just gonel'th~ough ~ very difficult e~ort to try to ~dopt'a child. ' An~ 
then because of my concern about adoptIon we ve been able to Imk some pohcy changes that WIll 
make a difference in kids' lives and tolhave ,events in the White House so that I could write both 
about personally about what I have learned and then from a policy perspective. ' 

, 'So I hope that these stories ha~e touched cords in people, But as Rick said, this co.lumn is , ,.' 'I ,', 



read at:ound the world,- so I try evefY couple ofcolumns or so to taJk about what ,goes on on my 
travels or something that would atTect readers' in other parts of the world and I also believe that is 
important for Americans.backhomF to realize· how important our engage.ment is, We were talking " 
at. the lunch table about how now at the end of the Cold War, we won~ we have all these new 

, \ emergi~g demo~racies s~rugglin? ~ith problems we knowthe~ are f~ci?g, .we.can'tgive them a .' 
lot ofaid, we are not gomg to give \them. a Marshall Plan to bUild their mstttutions, but we can pay . 

. respect and give them attention and' m~ke it seem as though we are empathizing with their 
.struggle to become a fully democra~iC nation. Probabiy one of the most moving trips that I have . 
taken that I have tried to writeabo~t was when I went to Bosnia, I wrot<;: about our troops there' . 
and what I found when I talked to them personally about their commitment to building democracy 
in that very troubled place. When I\went to Ireland, I meta women named Joyce McCartHn in a 
Fish and Chip Shop. Her son Gary nad been shot to death in his Belfast home one month shy of . 
his eighteenth birthday, but 'shedidrh give.in to [UnClear] She helped for the Women's :, ' 
Information [Unclear] Center in Belfast where catholic and Protestant Women came together on 

. behalf ofpeace and in November or\at the endofOctober now, I will go back to Belfast·since he 
died in the interim since I met her and the University in Belfast is creating a chair in honor of 
Joyce and I will be giving the Inaug~rallecture so there will bea continuation of that story Which 
meant a 10Uhat I wrote about in terJns ofMe Catlin [Unclear] in Ireland,. particularly the women .' 
ofIreland who have taken so much ~rief for their courage in crossing thos.e r~ligious lines and I 
feel like lowe her that honor.in telli~g her sfory. 

So inall of my travels, I pay particular attention to women and children and to talk about 
the positive stories I see and also the negative ones. One of the columns that I filed from Air 
Force One, I wrote after the state di~ner in Barigkok and I was there dressed up and had a ' 
wonderful time with the King and th~ Queen and. we were backon Air Force One flying home and 
I had to get the column in afterI had\ calculated the time ditTerence~I wrote about how we had 
been to the state dinner but whathadreal.lystuck in my mind was how I had gone to Northern 
Thailand. I met a number of women ~ho had been sold in prostitution by their families and had 

t' 

1 . , . 

been used repeatedly until they were infected by HI V, and then they were continued to be used 
. I . . .' 

until they developed symptoms ofAlpS and then they were basically furned out and sent home 
and ofcourse their families wh~ch haq profited from their sales 'would not take them in. In fact, ·if 
you.,:,ould travel thr?ugh these smalllviIlag~s in norther~ Thailand, you c?uld see visibly the 
famlhes that sold their daughters and those wh9 had reslsfed, because theIr houses were better, 
they' often had TV antennas and therJ was a great deal of conflict in the community about his . 
terrible decision that some of these fabilies were making and I was . there to support a program 
that our government is helping to supbort where we are helping to pay small stipends to families ' 
to send their daughters to school, so thatthe families that get some financial compensation and . 
are not tempted to sell theirdaughterJ and also working with the Thai government to enforce the 
laws of our own [Unclear] against prdstitution. This one young woman who I metwas dying. she 
was in a wheelchair, she wanted tomJet me, they wheeled her out, she could not even sp'eak, we 
took our picture together and I gotth~ picture developed when we got to Bang~ok where I could 
get it back to her immediately and sheldies sho'rtly after 

l 

that. I felt that her story' made more than 
any speeches about why,the Thai government and 'our government ,should join together to fight .. 
against the exploitation ofgirls to ma~e tliatpoint.·· . ,.' . 

. . So for me this column' has not 6nly been an opportunity to commuriicatewithpeople, but 
also ,to find out what touches me and that I am thinking about. Certainly the lastthree weeks 

I 

I 
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have' been fill~d with a lot of m~mJries. My association with Princ;ess Diana which led to my 
going to the funeral and writing abbut her was orie that I think for all'ofus we saw the out 
. pouring ofemotion after her death\caused a lot of thinking a~d talking to close friends about what, 
that meant. Then the lose of Mother Teresa, shortly after, gomg to Calcutta where I had never 

, been before, and 'which I am still di~esting; The President wili be going to India next year and I 
want to be sure that he doesn't just see the inside of palaces and hotel rooms, but also has some '. I. 	 "'. 
sense ofwhat is happening in the largest democracy in the world " . 

. And then finally, writing a dolumnabout my daughter 'going to college, helped me to sort 
, out my own feelings as I was told J.hile I was at Stanford by peoP.le doing Orientation' we're the ' 

ones that are sad, we're looking babk, we're thinking about the first day of school and all of the 
little milestones along the way. ' Th~y are looking forward a:nd to try to both bring to the surface 
and write about some ofmyconcerhs about the first time at c~lIege'was ~ery helpful to me. 

. So, I am very grateful, altho~gh.there are some ,nights when I am sitting there with that,' . 
pad of paper in front of me that I ddn:t feel that way.' 1 am very grateful for this opportunity. I 
am alSo grateful that I have had woAderful help, my staff has pitched in, as they always do, and 

, helped with research,:, helped out in ivriting drafts on policy matters that I could later· incorporate 
I ' 	 . 

into the columri. So:it has been,a real team effort from my end and from the creators as well.. So I ' 
, wannothank you for giving.me anbpportunity, those ofyou who have carried. it regularly' or on' 

special occasions, to you knowget ~lit a little of what I see and feel from my vantage point. And I , 
, want to thank creators for taki'ng a chan<;e on me,my only real journalistic experience came in the 
, eighth:grade when I was editor ofthb Ralph Waldo Emerson Junior high Schooi Newspaper. 

[laughter] So this has been a reallekrning experience for me and I want to thank you all for 
having me here today.· \ '. . 

[Applause] 

Question,and Answer: 

We have time for justa few ,question, who would like to start off? ' 

Q: Welcome to the wacky and terrifying world ofsyndicatecLcolumnists.lts exhilarating and 

deadlines are terrifying, aren't they? 


-A: Yes they are. 
. ' . . '. . 

.	Q: Do you have any advice that I can pass ont() my readers to any parent who has sent'theirchild . 
off to college for the first time? ' ' 

A: You know that is a woriderful question because I have 1;>een the recipient of many helpful hints, 
some of them are so absurd that I coul'On'tpossibly repeat them in public. [laughter] I think that 
the best thing for me is tt). just. keep in bind how excited and happy she is at this opportunity in' ' 
her life' and be willing t~ join thatexcit~mentand then to keep myself,very very busy. I have 
found that in the times that we talk with her so far, there is just (ill this energy coming across the 
phone line and excitement about what ~he is doing and who she is mee!ing and to be available and 

, to listen to be a part of what she is goi~gthrough, But then to know that this is really a chapter 

http:giving.me
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of her life and I' have to let that hap,pen and I us~d to take, as many of you did, 'Chelsea to .the ' 
first day of school starting in kindetgarten arid I cried every year. ,Finally it got to be eighth grade 
and she said that's it and I never w~nt you taking me to school again. I realized it was more for 
me th~m for' her in so far as for me to appreciate how not only was she growing up, but you know 
her need for us as day to day [Uncl~ar] with her life was diminishing. Very good natured about it 
and stay busy.t. 

Q: I know that you have a presti.gi~uslist of ne~spapers for clients, but when ~ou received that 
. , letter of cancellation, ,back in Octooer, ofall of those columns, what.was your reaction? ' 

A: Oh, I just assumed it was POlitil.[laUghterl Rick had sparred me from the really pain~I·· 
details, but ofcourse, you know, sdme people were very honest. During the 1996 election 
campaign, some people who had cahied the column, said you know', we can't do it because we 

"don't want tolook like we are favo~ng the Clintons in any way. I tmderstand that completely. I . 
mean, I am in a very unusual positidn which I appreciate. There may be a lot'of reasons why 
newspapers may feel a little reluctatk but I think ifyou look at the column and read them; and the 

, fact that my husband is not· running ~gain ; which is certainly a big difference in my life, I think 
that they are not' political in any sen~e that should' cause anybody to be in an uproar. But I· . 
understand it completely. We have kind ofgone backand forth on thatbut:I'have been very " 
surprised'by the number of people at-ound the world who have kept going and have carried the 
column and I have been very gratifi~d with people who have picked up individual columns., 

Q: [Unclear] 

, , , 

A: OR my goodness. You know, .. was very fortunate to have very good teachers as our partners. 
, , Chelsea went to the public schools i~ Little Rock. Her kindergarten teacher was an old fashioned, 

woman who really loved children an? became a great ally with me in understanding what. the child, 
, goes through and she was very helpful in giving advice about encouraging your child to love 
learning. Not being ~o concerned abbutwhether they are reading or whether their little letters 
look like let.ter~; but to be const~ntlYlinterested to ~how up every)ti~e the school doors~pen and 
parents are inVited to come. I Will never forget gOing to Chelsea kindergarten Class Chnstmas 

" play and all the children were singingi,so~g~, they were all In' the front of the r~om, and BiIl~n~ I 
were there, and the room was'packea WIth parents and grandparents, The chIldren were pOinting 
out there parents and grandparents aAd there was one little boy nobody had come for arid it just

,I , , 

broke my heart. YQU know, part ofthereason, and there may have been a very good reason, ' 
because for all I know that boy had alsingl~ mom w~o nobody.l~t offw~rk, Bu~ the effect ,on the 
youngster was really powerful, you coold feel the pam. So I thmk showmg that mterest, being , 
there, volunteering in the school; letdng the child know how important school is to you, but not in 
a heavy handed way, where you have to do this and you have to do that. I also think reading for a 
child, which I am a very big advocate for, is'one' of the most important ways to convey the 
interest in reading and we did that all the way up until late grade school, we, read every night; and 
then as she wanted to read, wewouldl alternate'and she would help read. I think those are the 
kinds of t~ings that ifyou ,do at homeland you parti~ipate in s~~o~l, your child gets the message 
thatiearmng should be fun and my parentsreally beheve that It IS Important. , 



" J, 

I~ .' 'f 

" 

Q: Do you or your husband have any favorite comic strips? 
,". 

" 

. 
' . . .' '. I' . ~ 

. k' II' h . .. I' h'A: [laughter] I have to as ate comIc strip creators to eave .the room after t at question, Yes, 
we do, but that is one of those sectets you are going to have to read about in my memoirs, 

Q: [Unclear] 

, A; You know, I think that is something that I haven't thought about a lot. The only thing that 
Rick and I.have in common is he dbes a lot of work with my lawyers and they have to be here. 
Not for me, but for him. [laughter]I can't stand here and say that there is never a bad day, but 

. those days are far outnumbered by all' the others th~thappen and when Bill was first ,in public life, 
. it 'seems like a hundred years" ago, put ·it was' 1974, and when he was first electe~ -to office in' , 
1976, I remember being very upsetlby what I saw or felt were unfair attacks or criticism and the' 
like. I' guess I decided fairly early on that I can either spend my time being upset or bitter or 
,resent~1 over something thad hadlno control o\;er whatso~ver:orl~~uldjustgo on withritylife , 
and enJoy everyday best:l could.-I try to follow that.. Early In hiS pohtlcal career Ilearned to try 
to take. criticism seriously, ,but not personally, If somebody has something to say that has some . 
merit, youhave to pay attention.to kyou could 'really learn from good criticism: . Ifsomebody has' " 
a personal agenda to wound you p~rsonally,or undermine you fO'r commercial reasons or for: .' " 
partisan reasons Qr ideologicai reasbns,itwould be foolish to spend my time wo'rrying about what' 
they have to say, So trying to creat~ that distance enables you to get up each day and do what you 

, have to do. I am also Very fortunatb to be ma~ried to someone who 'is' so resilient, and so . '. 
. . I . , 

opptomistic and so resilant about life that,.you know, we have the same attitude about life. So, we . 
. don't drag each other down, we lift! each other up.' And he couldn't do his job ifit weren't for, .. ' 

I look back now at some of the Prt~sident's (unclear), and you get cons~med by what is said 
about you on television or in the nerspaper, and you can't do your work. When we moved into 
the WhiteHouse, and I am a great admirerer of the Bushs, they had five television sets ihn their 
bedroom.. And they used to start th1eir day very early in the morningI'm told, they would get ·up 
at 5:30 in the morning. They werebarly risers and we are not, you might guess. My husband' " 
stays up very late. But they would ~tart the day by reading all the newspapers and turning on the - . 
television. Well Ifyour the Pre~ide~t of the United States, that is bound to put you ina bad mood ' . ' '.'" I'· ,. '.

, (laughter). The better practice, ,it seems to me (unclear) is to become very focused on what your 
trying to do,· and do youijob, and 16t people judge for themselves arid' go' from there, and .that is 
what we have to do: 

Q:,(Unclear) 

A; Where dol start? You know I have been tempted, and I've written one or two columns that 
you might construe as sort of answ~rs.. Butthe other thing is 'that in thisdynamic environment, 
(unclear) there is something to do triday, there is something to do tomorrow and,you spend all 
your time doing that, so I can't wait!Jor the dust to settle and don'1 get too agitated by whatever 

.' the latest dust storm may be, andth~re usually isno even answer, and so I haven't been 

.' , 

compelled to do so.. And there may be occasions in the next five years that again, Iwill use the 
column to respond to something; or ,put out a different version of events that I think accurately 

http:attention.to


reflect what actually went on, But I don't much of an impulse to·do that. Thank you all very . 
much: . 

(applause) 


