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QPENING REMAlUCS \. 
. I . . '.. . 

I would jib to dluk FUD£P f9l invitinl me 10 be hMc today. IUld fOf holdin, chis o~Q.3ion in 
yO\ll' naaonalllcadq\WttrS. Jl b a beautifill Set1mg, surroUo'ldcd b) so lDany ofU\e proaucts that 

. I ...., 
are created by the etms::proncurs who arc Ible to find '''ppen h81t t!lrou,h FUOEP.

I' . 
1Wlnt to ~ln by sayi.og how delilhtcdthe PresideDt and I aR' If.) be in Vefl('~~la. We h~ve 
been o\loJWh.etmcd bytht wtmi woleome and acna6uI hospitllity we baverOtoived ill a vcry . 
short time. My husb&ruhmJ 1}{ave (lome to Vene~~ela noE only \0 reaffl.ml historic ties betwc:n 
our two nations, 1:1\1t also to celebrate the democr8cie, "anomie arid JO\::ial ren~waJ thiU is takir.J 
plIcae h~rc in ttli. owntry ao.d lb',ovJhout Ws bemiaph«e. . 

l"lU1 GrlUlization it p8!1 orlbatl,waI. It is apowerfUl ~xam.ple of what peoplo, ojpectaIly 
women, CfU'J do when lb.y wo.rk\ropthar.. What )'('U have llc(Ofnpltsbed bere in Cara~1 provcs 
'thac when women have the ~rtUnity to lta."1 s,,",U blllincsJes they can 'l'ansfonn them.elves. 
their families, their eommunttt_. IU'KI their co\ll'\l.ries. . . 

. M 1 ilav. tl'avelet1uound the jrld~ meeting wi th womcn and men jUlt like YO\1, I h4ve 5e«1 '. . I . . 
bow moCClt granta and loans arelenablm8 men and women to do wlu.t you. have done -stattins a 
ItI1Ill bwine". <!rivin. 8wri. sewina clothes, makiu" hltldierafts, or openina a butcher ,ho~. 

I. '. . . . 
ADe! I WlderstlDd that, Iinee 1983, FUDBP bas provided loans 10 thousands of people, and M 


lcnow thai mOIO loons CXlCld ~Ond UIe l1lclividl.li111 who DeNaU)' 8et the mondY, ta thoi.r 

families. to the poople who are erpplo)'ed, to chOAe they purchQe :wllorials from. I :u,., .!:so 


I ' .'imprc:5SCd that the 101M hayti bUn repaicl &1 the fale ('If96 perccmt. That l& e f"Paymcnt rue ;hal 
wouJd be the envy ofmany comn~~iaJ banks. in my country and .,J»ewhcra.' . 

1 ,Iso know that FUDEP is he1P~ pCopic in other important WAYS, to improve thoir homes Of .. __ to R1Ikc -1d!cyhave _os 10 infonnaUon ibout hw~ _ ...1=~ and 1 

. . I '. 
So! 1m pleued to be h_ iA ,o\laj counuy. ant1 t,o hive your ICOriOS. which I wa.at to hear, added 
~ the stories. chat I have beatd In ~olivja. NiclU'l'ua. Mexico. CasU RJca, P1ft1lm8, ar.d in Chile. 

So, Director ~oral, lam ~J to h.ar tnlm thtl liI~n' in ~cr~.enterprise. the women . 

litttng here at !.he table widt thil bJ:a.udtul cklth. wruch [ MOW haa been made by one ofyow 

borrower"Jo boar tbeir sIoria and to leam from them. 1 tbank you (or this opportunity . 


I . 

I 
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I· . 
What ! have hovel aU ofYO\J sly ia so .:ccitin; ffl1' me. bec.~u .e.ach of you hu uslktd aboul what 
the credit hu meant in )'OW' o~ lives. but also h~,w it has ch&nged )'our famity and is beainnina 
CO ehanp th, lives ofpeoplc y~u'employ ana people in the cmnmur.ity,· . 

. ' , . 

The p&I1nerahip that )IOu.a have with FtJDEP I a.nd FUDEP's pa.nnership with FONCOPIM 
end the MlniltrY and wit.b o~r orpnizations th., Kuppon the ~ork of&l ving you cred.hs, 

.1ta.ltJ.n,••duotdon. and .~ ia tlmCtly thak.i.llci IIfmodel that I he"l aecn work all ever the 

world, .' . ' ..1'.' ". . .... .' . 

So on.ce alaln Jam Vir)' &f&teful to have heard your $Jories. As I listen to them I think how t~e 
taXi could ~. SOD2tOl1e to tbe!butcher shop TO rick up some rr.eal, then they could &0 and buy .. 
,C/mC&bina thll wu made for rlWm to wear, andl.mc: up bu)'in. :lomcthina thllt they c;.)ull1 keep in 
their hOme or eive IS a lift ~mdsan. . 

. . . . 

• 

. I'" 
nit i. thewa, Il market economy works, because you iUNt been fble to be ITee 10 do wbat you 
do well. You Jo.ave created .l'KnloNY jobs but i.I'1cllme1hat people ~ UBI co buy tha products '!hat 
otblU' people produce. It is vet)' excit418 to see [}tis happeninl in a way lbat will Q'Ci.t,e new 
opportunities for c.hildicn 10 10 CO coilqe. to urjv(:l'Sitics, for comft1wuticsC(l have lhcir own . 
iOc:nlit;'t .net to IlUn\C( touriltl, iand in ,enwaJ to C'oncriw't. r,c eM e~i\ina economic renewal thftt 
La oecwrinS here iii 'Your oo~. .' 

. I . . \ 
50 we .bawd ask ifany ofour prcsemort have any q\lc.tionl or comments !hat they WQutd lllce 

, to add before we have to draw ihi, to adON. 
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