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INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
11 " 	 ' 

iI BY HELEN THOMAS 

January 13, 1998 

, Q, Well, I'mvery,VerylhOnOred, very happy ~o be here, And I want to ask you the' 
most cliche questions, How nave yb", liked living in the White House? ' 

, , . ,', "1/, , ' 

MRS, CLINTON: ,Helen, I've 10vJd it. 
I 

I just loved it. 

Q 
I 

That is great to hear, !! 
I! 
II 

MRS, CLINTON: I love I~ving in,an atmosphere with so 

' 

much activity and really good, 

< 

hard-working people, all trying to Blosomething for their country, I love the history ofthisplace, 
I just spoke at a staff meeting, theiPresident's staff, about the millennium, and I told the story 
about Dolly Madison cutting out thb,. George Washington portrait -

, ' 	II " 

I" 


' Q, Which we love. ,1 

, 	 , U' 
MRS. CLINTON: And IJ~st feel.;- , 
',' ,,' I: ' , ' 

'" I.
Q ,'Her sense ofhistory w:las phenome,nai.Of all the things she could have grabbed out 

of the --' , ':: '" 
II 

MRS, CLINTON:; And thkt's one of myI favorite stories about here, But there are a 
,million stories. I mean, you knm:"tthat because you've been here and you've seen it happening. 

, . II ' , " ' .,', 
Q 'That's true. It's marvelous tokn6w the people have such a feeling.

I 	 " v 

" MRS,' CLINTON: And sUn do. And it is-- and the other thing that I --sometimes, 
people say, oh, my gosh, well, ho~ can you do it, what'S it like. There's always a down side to 
any kind of public spotlight; ,that ~oes without saying. And I wouldn't say that every moment 
has been perfect and the like. J I ' 

, Q 'Iwould say that any ~elebrity in this country will tell you the same thing. 
. , 'II ' ,,' , 

MRS, CLINTON: Absolutely. 	 I mean, it's part of -- ' 
I' 	 , 
i 
1 
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ii. Q • Nothing is perfect. . I' 
. II . , 

. , MRS. CLINTON: Not atl~ll. But I love the WhiteHouse. I love the people who work 
here -- riot only the people who wo~k for my husband, but the permane.nt staff and their devotion 
to the White ,House. ' So' it's a joy. 1I'm very glad I go~ this chance. 

, Q' Well, we had a sUglri~e guest today at-'. ", . iI, ' 
, ,MRS. CLINTON: Did B~ddy come? (Laughter.) Oh,'no, whete's the dog been? 
(Laughter.)' , ! I . 

. I' , '" . I . ' 
Q ' I was talking about EFJkine Bowles. . 

MRS. CLINTON: Erskinl:. . .. . 
: j . 
I., 

'. Q . And he repeated his sp¢ech to the staff, and it was a surprise because we were . 
writing for weeks that he's leaving,llgood-bye, Mr. Bowles. And. he put it very welL He said his 
father had always told him that youl can pile on to the woodpile or that you should -. you can 

. I: . .. . 

add on to the woodpile and so fort~. It was something .. 

, . '. Li 
MRS. CLINTON: I'm really pleased.. . II 
, '1, 
, Q .' I can imagine, he's su1n an asset ~d a class act 

.', ' II . . . 
MRS. CLINTON: Very much so.. 
. ' . . .,":II.. . . 

Q I miss Panetta's emotion. (Laughter. ) 

'. '. MRS. CLINTON: I believ~ that the President has been really well served. And you can't 
ask for anything more than that --~he people give a hundred percent and that they care about 

. what they're doing and they care a~out th~ people working for them .. I just feel really positive 
about it. The fact that Erskine is gbing to stay is wonderful news.' ., ... 

II .. 

, Q It's such an honor to ~ork at the White House. Itreally is. And I thirtk that people 
do make the big ~acrifices. .And . th6re's no question it's taken its toll, but they can always really . 

,look back when they really triedtol~o a good job and know that they not only helped themselves, 
'but the ct, which is -- what a,way to go for all the Freedom Medal people. 

. . II' ,. .' I.' 
... MRS. CLINTON: It's Th1;l,rsday mormng. , 
. ii" 

, 'I .
Q I think the list is just fabulous. Richardson -- all these people, a lifetime of 

contribution. What is the rest. of ~~ question here? .The ups and downs -- how do you actually.' 
co~e, and especially with the PaultlJones thing coming up -- is there some sort offorlnula for 
faCing these -- . I . . . ., . 

! 
I 

1, 
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, . . '. MRS. CLINTON: NothinJ.lcan prepare you for living in the White House, at least that's' 
been'my experience.: And. I've been Ilfeading about other people, Pre~ident~ and their families that 

',.' 

\1 1 

have been here -- that's probably an. accurate statement. B.ut you bnng With you your whole 
lifetime ofexperience and values. Arid then when you encounter the pressure, which is inevitable 

. living here, you have 'to fall back orl ~he most basic values that you were raised with. 

'And for Bill and me, .;. arell", fortunate that we have had lots of support from our 
families ,and our fiiends~ and a ~ot ~fl.)great help during the last five years while we've been here in 
the WhlteHouse ..So we, I thmk, J~~t get up every day the best we can and we support each 
other, and we call on those people \\jho have been part ofour lives for years. ' 

, I don't think it's any di~eren\l than what anybody does in their Ufe, it's just at such a 
higher visibility. But no life is easy.jlEvery life has challenges. And I've always believed it's a 
real mark of who you are as a personias to how you deal with the unexpected events ofyour life, 
'the disappointments, the setbacks. And if you're lucky, as we have been; you've got a lot to fall 

back on because you were weli-pre~8red as a child and as it young person. And I don't think 

that we do anything different. Our r~ligious faiths are important to us. Our family life. is 

paramount to us. I 


I '. 
"Q I have a quote -- my philosophy is summed up in t:wo words -- two or three words -

go where you're happy -- because yoU never know what tomorrow brings. But in your case, it 
isn't just what ordinary people -- beJ~use you have the whole world watching, finding out 

. h . II .h hw et er you nse to t e occasion or not. . .' II
.'. I, 

.MRS. CLINTON: Right. i 
iI 

Q Well, whataboutPaula~i Do you have any special feeling about what Saturday will 
bring? 'I'·' ,

Ii' . . . . .' 
'MRS. CLINTON: I don't h~re anything'to say about th~t, .and really don't even think 


about it very much. i 


. Q And the President takes it very'well? Maybeit's the lawyersthat -- (laughter.) . . , : I '. . . . 
. . I '.' . 
Well, I say that you've demonstrated time' and again that· you're a person who really 

draws from inner strength, and'! thi~! that does come from your growing-up years and so forth. 
. I!',. I . 

How 'do you explain it all to ;<phelsea, all the things. that happen that· swirl around you, 

the ups and downs and so forth? II 


Ii, , . 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, in my book I wrote about how we tried to prepare her when 
.she was a child. And I knew that my ll'huSband was going to be in public life in some way because 
he had been ever since she was born, and that as a baby you can protect a child, but as a child 
goes to school, learns to read, hears ~ds on the playground, watches the news, reads 



ne;"spapers, that any child whose ~rents are inpublic life today· should be given the opportunity 
to be prepared for whatever happen~ -- the good and the bad. 

Ii" , 
I mean, they should undersitmd that if wonderful things happen to their parents -- they're, 

eiected President -- that should be t~ken in stride. ' That doesn't make them a better person, it 
doesn't give them any claim to theirlbwn success, they have to work hard for that th~msdves. 
And if the mean and nasty things ha~pen as they do in public life, they have to know that that is 
not necessarily a reflection on who liheir parents are or what they should be thinking about 
themselve~ because that's part oftheipolitical process. .' , 

. So when she was about Six) re began at the dinner table to talk to her about what 
'. happens in politics and how people ~ccuse you of things for their own benefit, or how they 

'sometimes just get it wrong, and th8se kinds of hurts are ones' that everybody who is going to be 
, i~ this arena has to learn to cope with. And I wanted her to feel that she could always talk to us ' 
" and that she could hold, her own 'in ~y kind of conversation, and that she could understand the ' 

process well enough that it, wouldn't: ,,"ock her off stride. 
. ' , II 

, So, ,starting from a very early age, she's been part of our discussions and our 
conver~atlons .. And as I write in myi book, I'm really grateful that we did that, because it laid the 
ground~ork -- becau~e: I'v~ seen SOl fnan~ kids' -'-, ~nd not jus~ paren~s in elected life, but if their ' 
parents become celebnttes 10 any way -- 10 entertamment or Journahsm -- ' 

I! " 

Q Did she ever rebel or c~Fehome crying for what kids said? 


" . ' , II >. ,
' , " 

, :MRS. CLINTON: Well, I. ~on't talk about her. I mean, I really try to keep everything 
that happens in our family, and partitularlY with respect to her, private because I ,have such a 
strong feeling that her father made th~ decision to be in public life and that was a line he crossed, 
and as a grown-up I willingly crossea it with him, but that, for children, they should be judged on 

"their own merits. So I don't talk ab~ut her private feelings, but I thi~ it's fair to say that she's ' 

enjoyed a lot about her father being Irresident, she's really appreciated the<opportu~ty to me~t 

people and travel places and learn tlltngs. So there's been some benefits: But as With any child 

in public life, there have been some Iiardships, too. So it's that balance you have to strike. 


, ' .' Ii" , 

Q She's enjoying college? i II 

, 'I i 
:MRS. CLINTON: Yes. ! I ' 

Q Is she going to be a dodtor -
, . !I 


, II 
:MRS., CLINTON: I don't kOow. 

! I 

Q -- or is that a secret? i I 
, :MRS. CLINTON: No, I do~'t think it's a secret, I think it's like any college freshmari -

who knows. (Laughter.) j i " ", , ' 
, II 

!j 
I 

I 
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. 

Q . Well, have you thOugh~ ~hatyour family has become clos~r in the White House? I 
think it was Kennedy who said you ?bn't make new mends in the White House; . 

, II. '. .' .' . 
. MRS~ CLINTON: There's ~omething to that, I think. We were always close, but the 

fact that Bill actually works here and Icould come home for dinner by walking down the corridor 
has meant that our closeness has gotten lots of 'opportunities to really enable us to spend time 
together. Itls one thing to say you'vb got a great family and you support each other and all that, 

",
-I. but if you never see' each other, as i~ the case of so many families today, it's easy to lose touch. 

And we always made it kind of a rul~1 even before we were in the White House, to have dinner 
. together and to have as many evenifrs as we could possibly work out, to have Sundays -- " 

t", 

Q Catch up. : I 

Ii
I! . 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, exaytly. And welre great game players and we play lots of card 
game~, lots of board games. And y~~, becau~e he was having to travel so much, especi~lly during 

. the times he was governor and had to go around the state, and then we ran for President, some 
of the time that we wanted was nit al-Ways there.' But I would bet that based on our time here at 
the White House, welve had the op~~rtunity to really be together. And we relish that. .,II '.,


, I .
II . . 

" It was funny because both 6~us, when we got here, knew that the time would go by so 
. I. 

. fast. We had no idea whether held gf~ a second term, w~jllSt -- every daywas just a gift. And 
we knew that· we wanted to have a stable and secure enVironment for our daughter .. We had 
some real personal challenges, with My father dying and my mother-in-law qying: And so we 
were able, because the. White House ji;s so welc~ming, to have our family here, to have our friends 
here. So that enabled us also to speqd a lot of time together, because people. could come to us. . 
And so 1think itls been a great gift i~the best way I can say it. 

. ' '. II . ' 
Q I remember in an in.terview with Mrs. Bush, the first one -- how do you like living in 

.the White House, and she said, it's J,bnderful. I see George now; she said: IIell out of the 
chair. (Laughter.) . Ii 

'. . ' .:I .' . . 
MRS. CLINTON: You know, when·Mrs. Bush showed me around when I came to 

visit, I think i,n November of '92, andl~he was very' gracious to walk rile through the White 
House, she Was so cute because, thJ~e's a little room off the bedroom up on the second floor that. 
has always been the First Lady's roob -- whether it was where they slept, Eleanor Roosevelt or . 
Bess Truman .slept 'in the room, but diher First Ladies like Mrs. J<.ennedy or Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. 

, Reagan or Mrs. Bush, ~s" ~arter -f Iwe ~ll u'se it as ei~her ~ study or a dressing' roqm, whatever. 
And Mrs. Bush was showmg It and sne said, now, at this wmdow I can look down and see the' 
Oval Office. So I can keep an eye oH George. I know where he is: (Laughter.) 

. II 
. But you do have a feeling o~proximitY, really keeping you together ina way that would 

be difficult if he went off to the . Sen~te in the morning or we' both went off to work in a different 
direction. . 11 . . '. .' , . 

: I ..... 



II 

'II 
, , t 	 " 

, , III ,,", " . . ' 
. .. . ". . , 	 " 

. Q .During Vietnam and 'Watergate you definitely saw thatthey were a tightlittIe island' 
living in the White House because ~bu definitely felt it's them against us, and this whole senseof 
insolation in the White House, I, knd.~, But I think it's bound to bring you closer together, 

1 	 ' .• 

'I . . .' , " 1 
, MRS. CLINTON: Well, Itrunk, too, that there's so much you want to 'share, It's hard, 

,to talk to a lot ofpeople about the Jkperiences you have because it's just so unusual to be part of 
this extraordinary place, 'And s.o yoU sometimes -- Bill and I wander. around together 'and 
imagine what it was like when AbrJlun Lincoln was here and how he thought about using the 
Emancipation Proclamation, becaus~ he wrote it in this room, or be in another room and think of 
Franklip Roosevelt -- getting up in t~b morning and being helped to' get dressed and being 
.wheeled into his upstairs study, and ,boking out the window -- , " ' , . II 

Q 	 He was scared to deathlif a fire. 
, . , I: 

MRS, CLINTON: Yes.' Tqat!s the reason for aU the b.uttons around, so he could always 
call for help. .' ..,. . ii" . , '. 

II 	 . 
, Q -- appeared he loved beittg in Warm Springs and other places where he felt -- Have 
you thought about your future home?

I' 
" 

. 
" " . 	 II ' . 

IMRS, CLINTON: No, I just haven't.
Ii,

.' Ii' ' , " ' 
Q" Yo~ don't have to thinkl about that for a while, Do you wish you had more children? 
, . . 'Ii" . .., . 
MRS. CLINTON: Yes, I've! said that before. 'I would ·have loved to have more 

children. .' I ' , . 

Q . What kind ofadvice (iriludible)., It seems your husband ',has dealt ip part with the 
empty nest ,by getting the dog.' (Lau~hter.)· It's a friend who thought of this question. What 

. .' J' 	 ,.
have' you been doing -- (laughter) -"'l~or filling in the gaps? '. ' ." 

. " ", 	 ..', 

.MRS. CLINTON: You knorV, there's some truth to that,J ,think.' We had a cocker' 
spaniel named Zeke that I gave to Bi,l:before .Chelsea was born. And Zeke was a great dog, a 
wonderful companion. And he got ~tby a car. ,And so we didn't want to get another dog right 
away because we didn't want to'(inaudible). Arid so we just·kind .of let it slip and all that. But'. 
Bill loves dogs. He had dogs growiAgup.. He really is a dog person.' And so when Chelsea we 
.knew was leavingIstarted saying, ,~ll, we can get a dog. . . 

And t.hen this friend of ours ~ho knew 'that we were' having these dog discussions, found 
what he thought was the perfect dog!,jBuddy. I have never seen two living creatures so in love 
with' each other as my husband and city dog. (Laughter.) I tell you, it is -- . 

,Q Getting jealous? :i' 	 . 
II 

'I 



I ' 

. MRS. CLINTON:': Not 'at all, Helen,It is suchajoy because Buddy j~st follows him .. 
. around, and Bill' has him at' his feet IJnd then he'll get up and he'll move and Buddy will get up and . 
move With him. And we were at d~mp Oavid this weekend and were out ~alking Buddy early 
one morning, and.itjust is ajoy.. It tbally is .. And lthinksome'ofit is because Chelsea is gone-

, . ". I '. . 

Q The attachment. ' I·'·· .. 

MRS. CLINTON Yes. Lit's just really wonderful to have this dog around .• 

.' ,I 

. Q Doeshe get in bedwith--. 


..' . jI, 
~S. CLINTON: No.· (Larghter.) 

Q' How about Socks? 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, poor Soc~s is:--. 

" , '. ,II" .. 

Q Everybody is really sorry for Socks. 


.. . MRS. CLINTON: I'~ feeli~g a little sorrY for Socks, too. Socks is a great cat and we . 
really love Socks. The problem, unfortunately for Socks, is that the house is so big and there are 
s~ many places where a cat ca~ get I~urt, call get lost, can get ou~a door witho~t anybody seeing, 
him, so .that ~hen ~e came -- and w,1 consulted vets and other friends of our with cats :.
everyboclY said you can't let Socks rloam the house; he'sJob small. 

Q' ·Get lost .,.

1 

: MRS. CLINTON: Yes, and the rats and ".:.

. . II . ,,' 
Q; '. Tell me about it. '(Laughter.)' , , , 

MRS. CLINTON:SO':socJL ihinkhas been avery good sport, living in the White 
House. And Ithirik he was pre,tty c9ptent,'and I think now -- I mean, initially, I think he was 
upset about Buddy in his 'territory. ~ut,.~e've had ,a group of real pet advocates in the White 
House,staff, like Betty Curry and, B~bara Kinney and 'Sharon Farmer, who have been working 
with Socks and Buddy. And when the J,>resident was gone last week they took Socks arid ,Buddy, 

they put them in a room togetqec .1 '..' .. : . '. " ' · .' 

Q They did? 

" MRS.' CLINTON: Ye~. Ana they ,stood back --and because' everybody who knows 
about cats, and dogs" especially a yoJhg puppy: like Buddy wit~ an old -- . " 

, 'II". . . . . 
Q. They were in the room f~r protection -

'. I ':' 

. .1, ,~ 

I 

, I 

I 
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MRS. CLINTON: They w~~e back. But they all said this is what would happen, is that 
Buddy would be barking and acting I~uppyish, and Socks would wait for a minute and then he'd 

, just go arrrgh, like that. He would sort of scrape across his face. That's exactly what happened. 
, And so now -- I mean, I think Sock~ !now feels like he's asserting himself, that he's the more 

II, ' 
important member of this partnership. (Laughter.) , 

. Q . The senior -- . Ii· .. 
, " I 


MRS. CLINTON: The seni~r partner of the White House pet' brigade. So I thipk 

they're going to be okay." i ' ' 


. ',I ' .

Q But they dIdn't eat each other up or anything?, , I ' 

MRS. CLINTON: No. Thb~seem to be working toward an accommodation.
II ' ' 


Q That arched back. , I 

I 

I ' 
MRS. CLINTON: Wasn't that amazing. 

, 'II ,', 
, Q , It told the whole story iIi a nutshell. (Laughter.) So you have great hopes ofa 


Bosnia4rish -, (laughter) ..11 .... . . . . . 


, ,MRS. CLINTON, Well, cltleast a cease-fire. (Laughter.)' ,
, ' ',Ii '" ' ' " , , " 

, ~ On the question about threats that come in terms of security and so forth, do you worry 
about that? f know you've got to gd ion living and you can't let these things hold you down. 
That's with everyone, but with someBne living in the White House -- how do you handle that? 

. 11 ' 

, MRS. CLINTON: Well, I tt:Ynot to think about ita lot, but if 1 have any concerns or 
questions I always go right to the SJtret Service.' And the have beenvery,gQod about briefing 

, both the President and me whenever! the occasion arose, and explaining if a ·situation was one 
that they wanted us to be sensiti've to'. 1 So I feel' that live is uncertain,there's no doubt about that, 
but that the Service has done the beJ~possible job they could do in preparing for any kind of 
eventuality. ' I ' . 

11 
I! , ' 

, And then a few months ago ~ill andI went out to the training center where the'Service 
trai.n~ their recruits, so we ~ot to see: rrsthand some?ft~e tr:aining and the way that !hey . . 

, antICIpate problems they mtght encol:lnter. And that Just mcreased my level of secunty which I 
already had at a pretty high level-- iI· . . 

Q Do they tell you if there Xsomething that's really ominous? 

, II . 


, MRS.' CLINTON: Yes, but it has to be very -,.
II

Q, Subtle. [ 

I 
I 

II 



I " 
:MRS. CLINTON: Yes. Ilrhean, they're just down to earth and just come in and say, we 

. II 
want you to know what we're concerned about. But that does not happen very often. 

. . .11 . 


Q . Arid how about your ~~il?' . 
. II' . 

:MRS. CLINTON: They t~~e care ofall that. 

Q Do you answer -~.not ileatening mail, but do you answer your m~l or do 

(inaudible) g~t an idea ofwhat -- : I . '. . . 


II
I 


I'

:MRS. CLINTON: I do both. I have a wonderful staff that handles correspondence 

under AlicePushkar. Have you evJi. met Alice? 


I' 

Q Is she a career person?: I . 


:MRS. CLINTON: No, ShJ.s somebody I hired. But she's lived in Washington a long 
time.. And Alice not only runs the s1~ff, but all the volunteers who come in. And she gives me 
reports.about the mail, sends samp~crs, pulls out things that I.sho~ld see personally, sends me 
responses that I need to see. And she also sorts through mad, thlOgS she knows are from 
personal friends or' about issues tha!~ I'm currently thinking about -- those will come and we'll do 
personal respo~ses to.· So I get doi~ns and dozens of letters a week that I personally respond to. 
Most times the response is pn~parea at my direction by one of the secretaries. Sometimes I'll. 
pull it out and do a handwritten res~bnse to something. . . 

. . . II . .' '.' 
. But it's been a good system so far, and I have to thank everybody who works here.. I 

thinkthat -- I've got hardly any corigerns about the correspondence (inaudible) which is 
something that' is really important t~ my husband and me, that . people feel that when they -- they 
may not get a personal handwritten Irllesponse, but they'll get an acknowledgement that the White 
House, the President -- . " 1.1 . . 

Q Saw your letter --' I ,' . 

. MRS. CLINTON: Yes, 'an~ took i~int~ accOunt and is~oncerned about it.' We also,. in 
Alice's shop over at correspondenc~,i do a lot ofcasework. There's a whole agency liaison 
operation In the President's Office J6 that if somebody writes me, as they do -- and I have many 

. letters like this -- a child who is upsbt because they have been abused, or an older person who 
thinks that she's lost her Social SecUrity disability unfairly, or whatever it might be -- something 
that is really poignant .and heartfelt i~ so I do a lot of that work both directly and then indirectly 
through -- .. II ... . _. _._ 

Q Putting it in the handS?~someone who might-be able to do something about it. 

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. Jd sometimes it's somebody in the federal government and 
sometimes people don't know who Jlse to write' and they'll write and they'll say, I'm being evicted 
next month, my husband lost his jo~ and he was hurt on the job and I have to stay home and take 

i 

i 
r 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
II
II '. 

care of him -- you know, just aterrible story. And they don't bow to call their mayor or to call 
their local housing authority and thJyjust are desperate. And I get them in touch with 
somebody who might be able to hel~ them . 

. ' . ,', . 1 . ':, 
Q Don't you sometimes haYe a sense of helplessness or doubt, though? 

· I . j 
. . ,MRS. CLINTON: No. Onl~ after I've eXhausted every other way of thinking about a 
problem, ,and that is something I try 1hot to give in to. . :. 

. . .'. II '. ..... . . " 
.Q How much does the Prekident rely on you Jor, advice? I mean the big issu~s and so 

forth, or even the small. . ! i . . 

. MRS.CLINTON: Well, JItalk about eve~ng, and we have talked about everything. 
We started talking 25 years ago andi we've never stopped talking. So he talks to me a lot about 
what is 'on his min~. I think .t?at w~~ld be t:ue with any marriage, but I'm ,lucky because, he and 
I have always been mterested 10 the s~methings, we've always shared our Ideas, we love to argue 
when an argument is call~d for aboJt: what we beiieve, don't believe. So this. is just something 
that we've carried on in the White Hbhseand I imagine that in another 50 years will still be 
having :conversations that we've hadl for the last. (Laughter.) 

Q That's the sign Q'f a go011 marriage, actually, when yo~'re talking' or fighting or . 
whatever.' I . . .' , 

MRS. CLINTON : Yes. I ~ean, having these wonderful -.' II . '. 
Q The sad part is some mrages the people don't. talk to each other. 

MRS. CLINTON: I could nl~t imagine that. . 

. '. II '. 
·Q' They don't reach each other, in any way. 

MRS. CLINTON: For wh.!Ler reason they don't think thit. their mate has anything to 
add to their thinking. Even people wHo may not have any direct involvement in their spouse's,' 
work, if you know the person you'relinarried to you can help them through a problem, and say, 
well, have you thought about this or Jhat about this idea. 

' I! . d . h hi d"? . . ·Q Have you ever been dIsap:pomte Wit s eClslons. 
, .'. II 

MRS: CLINTON: I never ta1k about wh~t I think about his . decisions. BU,t I would say 
in general I've been so: proud of him, klf that tha~ speaks for itself. 

. ,I' 
. Q. And how about YOur~elfliln terms of your achievements and accomplishments at the 

White House? What'would you hke your legacy to be? . ' 

.MRS . 'CLINTON: People hlt asked me that and I don't 'know how to answer it. .I'm 

JI . .' 

I 


I 

I 
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, 	 1 

, , , "1I' 	 , , , 
not dodging it, I j~st don't ,know wJ~t ~o say about it, because I d~n't think like that. Every day 
that I've been here I've tried to do ~6mething that I thought would'make a contribution or help 
somebody or improve conditions fo~i the country: Some have been more successful than others, ' 
but that's how I approach my being! here and taking,this opportunity. So I want for the next 

, • • II,,',' 	 " ,
three years to Just keep working as much as I canon behalf ofwhat my husband wants done, 
what I care about,and not think abd~t what's left after, because.I don't think I'm the best judge of 
that Somebody else in 2005 or 101~s going to have look back and say, well,. this was a good 
idea and that got done and we're ple,sed that she worked on that, but that didn't work out -
that's for somebody else, to decide. ! : 
',' II 

j 

. Q Did you ever get any aavice from (inaudible) First Lady-
, iI . . 


.MRS. CLINTON: Well, I h~d probably my best conversations with Jackie Kennedy 
". 	 Onassis, and I didn't know her .wellJ Ibut I felt like we were, friends after the first long lunch we 
had when I ~ent to ~er ap~ment i~ ~he summer of 1992, 'and then th~ times that I .saw her, since, 
and we talked I felt hke she was somFone who sort of saw the world 10 the way I did, was' , 
concerned about protecting her chil1dren and gave me good advice about how to create 
protection for my daughter. And sh~ didn't give me any specific advice about, oh, you should go 
do this or go do that, she just said ttiat, you know, at the end ofevery day, at the end ofevery 
week, you have no idea how long y~u'll be here, try to feel that you've done something you've ' 
loved, that you think is important, t~~t you care about. Nobody can say what that is for another , 
person, ,but the general advice was tbry helpful to me. ' ,. , 

, II . 	 , 
And I've ~alked to a le~serdegree and certainly worked on issues with Mrs. Carter who I 

admire and who' has the same cornnUtm€:mt to issues that I feel in my own life. And she's been not , ,. II 	 ' 
only a great role model in the years "at she was here because she took serious the opportunity 
s~ewas give~, ,particularly on mentalj health, .but she's continued it. 'Itwasn't just something she 
did for the time -- . 11 : ' . 

I 

Q (inaudible) , II, , . 

.MRS. CLINTON: Exactly.III m~an, she)u~t rece~tly, last s~mmer, had.~ conferenc~ on 
mental health for women around Europe 10 Helsmki. She IS a very smcere, commttted, effective 
advocate. ' 

. ,,' I've also been delighted to t~kto Lady Bird Johnson, who I think deserVes a lot more 
credit t~an sometimes is immediatel~ Iapparent, not only because of the graceful way she handled 
that terrible time after the assassination, but because ofthe way she 'worked on some very 

. significant issues. Her beautificationl,~fforts lives on and was really one of the very first 
environmental efforts ., i,n our count1 that got broad national public attention. Her commitment 
to Head Start, her willingness to get 16n that train in t'he '64 election and go through the South 
where there was a lot of controversylabout the Civil Rights Act. And Lyndon Johnson, I, 
remember, said when he signed the Ctivil Rights Act he knew it would 'doom the Democratic 

, Party in the South, but it was the right thing to do. And Lady Birdgoton thattrairi and went 
through the South talking about hot! important that was. 

I 



',I ,.' . " . 

So I have learned a lot botJ ~om being: around her' and watching her -
'. "1\ . , . 

. ; , ",' I;· '" ' ", 

Q' Did Jackie say she lived Ithat way in the White House? I have the feeling that she • 
suddenly realized where sheyvas w~en it Was almost all over, because she so resented the press 

. and she resented -- she hated politid~ ~nd all of those things. Of course, she was so young, . '. ." '. II '. " ' 
. MRS. CLINTON: I thInk she und~rstood --, ' 

" '. II. ' 
Q But she did transform th~ White House . 
. ' " , . I: ' 


MRS. CLINTON: She transformed the White House: And she understood how 
important it was that this house repr~~ent the best in America. Now, that's a singular 
,achievement.' ' .' '. '. ,I \,'., '.' " 

. ,.' " II . , ' 
, ' .' I 

, ' Q ,She m.ade people proud, of it. . 
, " ,,' ',,' r1 ,; " 
" MRS. CLINTON: Shemad~ people proud. She opened the house. I mean, think about 
it -- because thanks to television, ,it Was the first time somebody like me, living in the suburbs of 
Chicago, could' see, the inside ofthe White House in that way. And. also, behind the scenes she 
was working on a lot ofhistoric pre~ervation, and artistic and cultural --' . 

, , ' II ' ' 
, 'I ' 

Q She created the historic~ -- the guidebooks. She did a lot. I,always had this sense 
that she wanted to be somewhere el~~. Middleburg, riding to the hounds. ' . II, ', 

, . I" ' . . 
, 

'. " MRS. CLINTON: Well, I t~nk that --shewas young, and I tried to, when I would be 
. visiting with her, I tried to put myself! in her position -- I mean,' a young mother ,thrustinto·trus 
glare of publicity, the world's biggest [fishbowl, with young children she was, determined to 
mother well. It had to be just an ove~helming experience., But the fact that she ,handled 'it with 
'such grace, and made her contributioH doesn't mean that it wasn't diffieultand ~that, just like all ' 
" II '" 

,the rest of us? som~ days we're.betterjthan other days .. B~t my sens~ ~hen'I talked with~er was 
that she loved redomg the White House.' She really saw It as her InlSSlon. . ' 

. ,11 . 

, 'Now, what she would have ~6rie on to do we'll-never know because she didn't get that 
chance, of course. But i think that her, confidence in the role -- I mean, that's one of the reasons 
that she, was in Texas. I mean, her cpnfidence in ~er public role, her involvement in his political 
life -- all of that was growing. I've 'a,ways loved --; '. . ,',' . " , 

.. Q That's very true. She w~ getting muCh.more adjusted to this. And I think that she 
certainly did make a command decisi6n togo to Texas and to take pari in the campaign, 

" ' II ,"",' 
. MRS. CLINTON: As you say, I've always love politics. Ifmy husband weren't 

President I would be involved in:politibs, I would be supporting candidates, I would be 
advocating for issues, just like Idid ,~forehe was President and I will"do again when he's n6 



P 
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longer President. 	 I . 	 l· 
" 	 , ' ]', 

Q, The toughest game in town. 	 . 

, ,.MRS. 'CLINTON: ~dI IUve it, because'! think that politics, with asmall "p", is how 

d~mocracies make their decisions. lAnd it is the citizen's highest responsibility, ifyou careabout 


. your democracy, to understand that.I' And you may not temperamentally want to be involved in it, 

,	but, to .support the pOlitica! process.l. So fo: me,.! thought tha~ I had s~me idea of politics at the 
natIOnal level-- 1had no Idea. So }j0u' can Imagme someone hke Jackie Kennedy, who wasn't 
involved in politics on her own, didn't go out and make speeches -- I mean, I was making 

I' speeches before I ever met my hust~d to thousands of people on things that I cared ab?ut. 

, , ' • •• I I. . . " 	 '. 
Q A different onentatlOn!and preparation -- " '. . .' .. 

. .MRS. CLINTON: Very di~ere~t"But still it takes adjustment, even ifyou come to'it with 
,my experience and interest., And tfi~t's one of the points I keep making to people, is that we 

. , can't stereotype anybody.in this expl~rience.. We should make it possible' for everyone, .. 
. . particularly, the spouses of Presid(~nU, to do· what they're comfortable doing: If the next spouse 

., II 	 . 
, ofa President,. male'or female, say ~ don't v:ant anything to do with, politics, that's not my cup of. 

," tea -- fine. Why do we have to havfl a cookie-cutter· mold? . . 
I, 

. Q --something we faultea if they didn't do something because the opportunities are 
here like no"other -- " I " " " " 

. .MRS. CLINTON: See, that's how --that's what I belie~e. But 1 also think that you've 
got to be true to yourself, and if . so~ebody is uncomfortable in the public arena, doesn't feel that 
-'- 'you know; they married John S~th and '50 .years later he's IPresid,ent, ·,.they( shouldn't be forced 
to do something they·reuncomforta~le with. But for me, this has'. been a joy. ' '. ' 

"Q ' But I think you're righl,i they don't have to be, but! honestly do beiieve here that the 
public pressure -- you can't just sit there, you hiwe to do something --, 

..' "I" ,.'.' ,'., ' f' ' , .',' , • 
.MRS. CLINTON: Most of:them have. Most ofthe 'women -~ , . , , 	 , I . ,', ' 

"Q Everyone I think in m04~rn age has rise~ to the occasion. But do you think the 
public is ready to accept a modern lirst Lady in terms ofdoing her own thing? 

, .MRS. CLINTON: I think 1hat's becoming more possible;: And it is part of the changes 
in attitudes towards women's roles i'ri general in our society. .

" ' II ,','. 	 . 
Q There is a backlash-- Jbt that you should attempt to 'pay attention to it, but i~ goes 

.' -- I think, women right now are at Jplateau. ' 

, "II ' 

" "MRS" CLINTON Do YOU91" " 

http:anybody.in


I 

. I! 

" !I 

Q I think they got a full s~lp with Reagan and they kind atlost the fight. Maybe I am 
wrong. I know there's been some forward movement, but it seems to me that we got cut <;>ff at 
the pass for a while.l, 

VOICE: I hate to bring this1to an end, but we probably need to wrap up pretty soon. 

. . Q Okay. I just had i0Jl questions. (Laughter.) ru piclc some. Would you do 
anything different ifyou had it to dd 1all over? . . 

. . MRS. CLINTON: Yes. I LOUld try to learn more about what the press expected ofme, , , II ., ,
because I really didn't understand that at all. And I would try to just be more sensitive to how 
anything I did might be interpreted ~t perceived: I've worked since I was 13 years old, when I 
got my first job for the summer. rrrl lone of these people who just love~ to be involved in things 
and working at things -- I just : never, thought about how somebody standing on the 'sidelines 
might interpret what I was doing differently than how I intended to do it. 

.. And so my lackof experien~ in that are~ of sort of public opinio~ and press coverage 
IS somethmg that I had to learn the qard way. So If I could have eIther mQre expenence or asked 
for help or gotten better advic~ fr6Ji people around, I think that would have eased- my transition. 

Q Well, you had a reputa+,bn ofbeing h~stile to the. press. Is that valid? 

MRS. CLINTON: No, I dll't think it is valid. 
, ' II. " 

Q She said with a smile. ! 

:MRS. CLINTON: No, I dJn't.thinkit.is. ,But it is true; that.my lack ofexperience, , . 
'particularly with the national press, because beinginvolved with the press-onthestate or local 
'level is very differentfrom being inJblved with the press at the national level. And that is even 
more different-:that is even yet still! [different from being involved with-the press in the White 
House. ' So . I think that some of what -- ' . 

Q In what way? Just a lit~l; brief -- you mean we're more driving, more aggressive? 

.MRS. CLINTON: Yes. I t~nk all of that There are just different rules when 


somebody either runs -- . II ..•. 

(end of.side one of tape; ,begin side t'[o in progress) 

-- the problems I guess are different.IlAnd I think that I had a big learning curve that I had to 
really catch up, on, because I was not Ithat familiar with, sort of the mores ofWashington and what 
people said or didn't say or thought ~r didn't think. ,And for ~e, I have a great admiration and 
respect of the press. I sometimes feJ( like a disappointed advocate ofthe press, because I feel so 
strongly how critical the role of the ~ress is in our country. I go around the' world making' 
speeches about the importance of a ire press. And when .I'm in countries where there's press 

II 

I 
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I '. '.' . . 

oppression I speak up about it. An~ I make private phone calls to leaders of countries where 
press peQple have been in prison aJqhelp them get out -- I've gotten press people out of prison, 
I've gotten press people not being d~ported, in part because ~'ve intervened. So I care deeply 
about the role of the press. !I 

. II ' . 
.. ' '. But I get ciisappointed and I!haven't been able quite to figure out how to balance my . 


" intense respect for' what· the press d6es with my disappointment on individual stories or cove'rage
,I,;", 

or something. But I'm working thr6:ugh that. And part of it is just an experience factor. . 

.. Q.. Well; are you disapPOilied because,they're critical?' . . . . . . 

MRS .CLINTON N ' I II h' I .,'. '.. . b I . . : o. expect t at -- expect cntlclsm, ut expect accuracy.
I' . . . I ...'.I

Q' That's absolutely fair. What are your'hopes for -- what would you like your epitaph 
to say? '),1. , '. . 

. I 
MRS, CLINTON: Oh, my iGod, I'm not thinking about my legacy, I'm not going to 

think about my dying. (Laughter.) , 

Q What would you like to see happen in the 21 st century? 

MRS. CLINTON: That's a ~ood question, because I'm worl.Qng on these miliennium 
efforts here in the White House -- w~'11 have more to say about that. as the month goes on -- and I 
would like to see America continue lio make itself a more perfect union. I'm a . very old-fashioned 
person when it comes to what I wantImy country to be. I think ifyou look at the history ofour 
country, sometimes slowly and witH6ut-- a lot of pain, we have had to really work toward 
be~oming what we' shol,lld become. I '. ....... 

. .' . I .. '. ". 
And here we are at the brink of this new century, where we've got the strongest 

. economy, strongest society, the. stro~~est'military,we have so many blessings that what I want to . 
do is continue to see Americans fulfill our destiny as the grea~est nation in the world, and to be, 
each one ofus, to bepart ofour coAtribution, whether it's raising ourchildrenas'best'as we can, 
or· making a contribution to our conrlnunity, or voting, for heaven sakes, which is the most . 
elementary ofcitizenship responsibilities, I just want to continue what I think my husband has so 
well started, which is kind ofgettin~lpeople to be committed again to oUf common good. .And 

. that's just real simple __ '; I 

Q -., and a melting pot '(in~hdible) -
MRS. CLINTON Exactlyi 

Q How do you handle all Jour roles --'First Lady,' wife, mother, teacher, 'lawyer? . 
". . [I .

• I '. ' 

. :MRS. 'cLINTON: I take a16t 6fvitamins. (Laughter.) '.
I . 
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Q.. Keep them all separate'lcompartmentalized? 

. .. MRS. CLINTON:. Well, t~ ~ome extent, but I j~st try to prioritize th~. Some days it's 
more Important than anything m the 

l 
,world that I be avatlable, as a mother or a WIfe. Some days I 

have to be doing something in publfc that is very important to' me or ~he President. So I just 
have to kind ofbalance all these different obligations the way that most women have to. 

. '. Q Ithlnk you've answerei! this 0 ther question, which is, is the Pri~~ ofpolitics worth 

it? . • . . . .. II.. .. . . . . 
MRS. CLINTON: Absoluiely. Because w~ don't have any better system. You know, 

, for all that we complain about,whatlils wrong with ~erican democracy --: and there are lots of 
, reasons to complain -- but there's nd better human system ever devised. And I' just want to get ' 
out the flag and 'start marching dOwfi the street and saying to people, when I travel abroad and I 
go to .these new countries that are s~ruggli,ng to become democracies that used to be in the 
Soviet Union, or other parts of the ~orld, I come home and I just wish every American could 
have gone with me and see what I s~~, ,had the conversations I've had, because we have so much 
to be grateful for. 

'But the only way that we ,m ensure that my· daughter" my grandchildren I hope, have .. 
the same'blessings that I'm taking foi granted is for us to keep doing what our mothers and ' 
grandmothers and great grandpareJts did, arid that is to be willing to sacrifice for the future, be 
committed to building a better farnil~ or stronger business or whatever it is our individual 

, contribution is, and to take seriousl~ the title, American citizen. I mean, other than y!lur 
religious faith and your family relati8nships, it's like the greatest gift you can be given. 

Q We're all so lucky. i 

, !,
MRS. CLINTON: We are lucky. " 

, j". ' " , 
" :", . . ' 

QWould you everthink ofholding apress conference? 
, II'"I ' 

MRS. CLINTON: Hmm. ] (lon't know. I've been doing these roundtables, which I 
think you've been to a couple. I'm ~Jing to keep doing those because I really like the opportunity 
to 'sit ,and talk.in a -:-- I think th:Y'vel~e~n for me one of the best experie?ces I've ~ad because the 
questions, the mterchange, the Information -- I've always come away Wlthsomething.. And I feel 
like - I . 

Q Feedback. 

I . 

MRS. 'CLINTON: The feedpack is really good. And also a lot of the reporters have· 
told me afterwards or privately, theY isay, that was"really interesting. " Because you know what. it's ' 
like in that press room, always like this (snapping fingers). You don't get time to sit down and 
say, okay, let's talk about edu~ation I~tandards. or let's talk about the foster care system -
something that may not bea headliJ~ grabber, but kind ofjust one of those issues that is , II . : . 

II 
I 



I 	 '. 
,'. bubbling below the surface, So a lji qfreporters have said that it's a really good format I'm 

going to continue to do those.' . 

Q Have you had any input. in the State of the Union?·' 	 . 

. . MRS,. CLINTON: Well, I~e.talked to my husband in our ongoing, never-ending 
conversation. I haven't seen any drhlts of the speech, but I'm talking to him. 
, 	 'II····. . ., " 'I' '. ' 


Q Is there anything I haven't asked? ' (Laughter.) 

. .. . I, . , 

Thank you so much. 

MRS. CLINTON: 	Rememoer we had lunch together years ago, which was fun. 

' d .11' .. ",
Q Itwas fu n. Let s 0 It agam.

". II, . 
MRS. CL,OOON: Okay, that's a deal. 

.' II 
Q Thank you for a wonderful time. 


MRS. CLINTON: Well, I'~e enjoyed it. 


END 



