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Thank you so much Colonel. And thank. all of you. I am delightct[ to be here 'and I want to 
thank the Co]onel and Mrs, Trebon fo~ being here, General and Mrs. Kensinger, General and 
Mrs. Wagner~ Captain Long, Lt Col Miller. Lt Col Warrnold, CapLlin Leslie and Ambassador . . . I . 
and Mrs, Hughes. and aU of you. It is a great pleasure for me to Ix able to look out at all of the 
Americans in this hangar. I've had a~onderful two dayshere in Panama. I have met some 
people, not only in Panama City» but just now in a small village ca !Jed Chica, and I have fulfLIled 
a lifelong 'dream of~eeing a ship pass/through the locks ofthe Pan,~a Canal. I·actually opened 
the locks and for any ofyou who havr ever a chance to do that, YOl know that it is very exciting 
moment. I will always treasure that. /1 got a certificate naming me as an honorary lock operator. 

. I ' 

• But as much as I have enjoyed the IJt two days here in Panama, 111y visit would not be complete ,. 
without coming here to see all of youl The men and women and 1~!.lllilies of the United States 

, military stationed here in Panama. oh behalfof the President, I \A ant to thank you fpr your 
outstanding and dedicated service onlbehalf oCour nation. You aJ'l~ helping to fulfill a sacred 


· pledge: to keep the United States the greatest force in the world fl'r peace and freedom security 

l

and prosperity. And I want to applaud you and thank you, and I tr.ink: you should all give 
yourSelves a round ofapplause beca.lseyou are the ones who reall y have earned it today. I 
understand that this is the 24th Wing Appreciation Day, so let me J.dd my congratulations on the 
hard work you'have done supporting the wings and USSOUTHC(IM's change ofcommand and 

, Albrook Airforce base's transfe~ to tne government ofPanama. 
. I·.· 
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I also b8.vebeen told by the Colonel ~at this is the end ofa month-long celebration ofoUI 
. Hispanic heritage~ And I want to add my congratulations to you t~ Ir celebrating what makes up 
the greatness ofAmerica, which is ok diversity, which I can see first hand as'I look out at this 
crowd. And what better place to celJbrate oUr Hispanic heritage than here in Panama . 

.You are serving at a very historic tJe. As our two countries' pll11 nership at the Canal comes to 
a close I hope you are proud of the ciucial role you baveplayed, W'e playing, and will play in this 

· transition. Our armed forces have al\vays shown the.world what i'~ best about America. You 
. . I . , 

come from all comers ofthe United ~tates, from every racial, ethr,ic, and religious background. I 
remember very well when I was in Bosnia and I went out to two 0 f our outposts, Camp Alicia 

" and Camp Bedrock, and as thehelicbpters landed, and as I weni OJt to greet the men and women 

. who are representing us there in'that! very important mission, I sal'" the faces ofAmerica. And as 
I shook hands I could hear the accen~s ofAmerica and to me it wa:; as important to see America 

I 

represented there as in any place in the world and I see it again here in Panama. . 
. I . 
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I want to say a special word of thanlCs ... that I think we should th.tDk ... thank the heavens for the 
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rain because I know there hasn't been enough this year in Panama. But I also want to thank the 
families who are gathered here. Out n~tion asks military families t·) live with a lot. Long 
separation, uncertainties and dangers, Jnd an amazing amountofp,lcking arid unpacking. As I 
have been privileged to travel around dur country and around the ,"orId visiting bases, I always' . . I·. . 

. thank those who stay behind, who hav~ given the troop the supporl that we need. And I want to 
thank all ofyou. And also to tell you that the President is comrnittl..:d to doing everything he 
.' . I 

possibly can to make the burden on military families as light as humanly possible. Whether it's' 
providing the best child care around, iinpro~ing schools, or fightiJl~ to raise pay.' . . 

So I carne today to join in your celebrJion and to thank you for what you do; those ofyou who 
are in uniform and those ofyou who sJpport t~e men and women ill uniform. And to tell you 
that I will be thinking about you as we go forward with this irnport;lIlt transition that will mark 
yet a different and new way that the Uruted States will continue to ..how leadership as the 
greatest nation in the history of the wot,ld. Thank you all very mue It. 
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