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For Immediate Release October 31, 1997 

REMARKS OF THE FIRST LADY 
I , '" 

AT JOYCE MCCART AN MEMORIAL LECTURE 


Univer:sity' of Ulster 

Belfast, Northern Ireland 


MRS. CLINTON: Thank you. Thank you very much, Chancellor. I am delighted to be 
here at this university. I want to tha~k the university for this invitation, Robert Hanna,Professor 
Sir Trevor Smith, Pro Vice Chancellor, and Provost Ann Tate. And I'm especially pleased that I . . , .' 

could be joined today by the United States Ambassador to the Court of St. James Philip Lader, 
U.S. Counsel General Kathleen Stevbns, and S~nator George Mitchell, who is here in the room 
with us. 

I want to welcome all of you, because I feel so very welcorne here, but particularly, a 
special welcome to the family, friendsand associates ofJoyce McCartan who have joined us 
today. 

It is a great personal pleasure and honor for me to be back in Northern Ireland and to . 
reunite with some of the courageous Iwomen and men I first met when I cati1e here two years ago 
with my husband. The sights and sounds and emotions' of that visit, the lighting of the Christmas 

. , I· " '..
Tree outside City Hall, our walk from Guild Hall Square to Shipquay Street, Protestants and. 
Catholics working side by side at thJ Mackey Metal Plant -- all of that and so much more hold. 
special places in my husband's heart Jnd in my own. . ' 

. And I will always treasure my! visit to YeOIde Lampl ight er on Lower Onneau Road, for 
it was there that I shared a CljP of tea with Joyce McCartan and her colleagues. It is, therefore, a 
signal honorto give this, first ofa sefies of lectures dedicated In her memory, and in recognition 
of the important role women have played, are playing and will play in building peace . 

. I am very delighted 'that the Liversity, with the support ~f corporate sponsorship from 
Cable Tel, ,will honor Joyce McCart~n'swork even further by establishing bursaries to assist 
women who are studying conflict resblution and community 
reconciliation. 



This is a hopeful moment, as it was two years ago. But it is even hlOre promising now. 
For th~ first time in more than 25 years, leaders of Northern Ireland's Catholic and Protestant. 
communities are meeting, and the wo1rld is watching to see whether they will be able to end a 
generation of senseless killing arid forlge a lasting peace. 

. W~en the people want peacel it is the obligation of political leaders to find the common 
ground where it can thrive. That requires compromise and reconciliation. That involves 
postponing or even giving up one's cherished ideals in the belief that others will do the same to 
end the conflict and build a better future. . ' . 

All sides must compromiseald seek this common ground in the weeks and months 
ahead. The United States will contin~e to do its part to support the peace process, and my 
husband remains personally committdd to .this effort and to those who take risks for peace. 

. Joyce McCartan was one of kose risk-takers. I want to pay tribute to her and to the . 
men'and women on both sides of the j border and the community divide who have worked so hard 
in recent. years to bring about-reconciliation in the wake of this bitter conflict. . We would never 
have arrived at this. hopeful moment ~ithout the countless acts of courage and faith of people like 
the woman'we honor today. 

I have many memories of m~ visit, and I even have a souvenir. I have the teapot. 
(Laughter and applause.) As you can see, it is a rather ordinary, stainless steel teapot, one easily 
found in many Belfast kitchens .. But ks I told Joyce during our conversation, this teapot was so 
much better at keeping the tea hot frbm the ones I had .back in the White House. So she gave it 
to me as a present. 

I use this teapot every day in my private kitchen on the second floot of the White House. 
And whenever I look at it, I am remilnded ofJoyce's ability to warm hearts, to keep alive hope for· 
a better world and a better time, despite tragedy.after heart-breaking tragedy, 

. , I . .' ", 

As we sipped our tea together, the women told me how they had worked over the years, 
how both Catholic and Protestant, they had realized so much more united than divided them. . 
While they may have attended differknt churches on Sunday, seven days a week they all said a 

I . 

silent prayer for the safe return of a child from school or a husband from an errand in town. 
Seven days a week their families stnlggled with the same deep-rooted causes of the violence 
the terrors of sectarianism, the burdehs of poverty, the shackles of limited education, the despair 
of unemployment. 

And while they may have held different views of the past, they had learned that together 
they could build a better present andj hope for an even brighter future, by promoting 
understanding, saving lives, preservi~g families, nurturing hope, and defying history .. Because, in 
the end, for them and for so many other women across Northern Ireland,' love of family ran 
deeper than calls to hatred. 



I had never met Joyce before we gathered together, but I had seen her compassion, 
courage and commitment in many otHer eyes -- her yearning for a more peaceful and democratic 
world resonates throl,lgh the ages and stretches across the globe. Mothers, wives, daughters, 
ordinary citizens -- their insistent vOldes for peace raised sometinies in a roat, but more often in a 
whispered prayer, have inspired' wo~enand entire societies around the world to build more 
open, just, democratiC and peacefulcbmmunities. This chorus of courageous voices cap be heard 
today from Belfast to Bosnia, whereJer women are working to end the violence and begin the 
healing. 

Although I have been privileged to travel widely and meet many of the world's leaders, I 
. often find <that it is in small groups, sItting around a kitchen table, sipping tea with women like 
Joyce, sharing concerris and talking about our families, where I've learned the most valuable ... 
·Iessons . .And 'oneofthose lessons is th~t an extraordinary power is unleashed when women reach 
o~t to theIr neighbors and find conurlon ground -- when they begin to lift thefnselves up, and by 
doing so, lift up their families, their rleighbors, and their communities. 
, I. 

I know that Joyce liked to call herself a family feminist because saving families was a the 
root of all. her efforts. This is a briIlifnt term, and one that I have quoted throughout the globe, 
because if captures the very important idea that when women are empowered to make the most 

I 

of their own potential, then their families will thrive, and when families thrive, communities and 
nations thrive as welL Women who dre 'acting to protect and strengthen their families are playing 

. ~ a central role in the building and sust~ining of peace and democracy around the world . 

"')' .' .' 

Now, often when we talk about democracy, or when classes and lectures are held about 
it, we talk about our highest ideals -:c-[ freedom of religion, freedom of association, freedom of 
speech and of the press, freedom to f,)articipate fully in the civic and political life of one's 
country. But democracy is also aboui ensuring equal access to quality education, health care, . 
jobs and ~redit Democracy. i~ .ab,outlrespecti~g hu~an dign!ty andallo:wing people the. . . .. 
opportumty to take responSibilIty for composing their own hves that Will allow them to hveup to 
their God.::giveri promise. 

What we've learned over the ,years is that these lofty ideals can be made real only 
through the everyday efforts of ordin~ry citizens. Yes, we need laws and a system ofjustice to 
uphold them, but democracy is nurtu1red and sustained in the hearts of people, in the principles 
they honor, in the way they live their baily lives and how they treat their fellow citizens: in the 
lessons they teach their children before they tuck them into bed at night. 

. One of the great observers of America democracy, Alexis de Tocqucville, wrote about 
what it was that he though made ArriJrican democracy work .. I:-Je talked abbut the way inert and 
women felt they could participate in baking their own lives better, how they formed 
associations, how they worked for solne common good, And he referred to the habits of the 
heart that are necessary for any demohracy to flourish. It is these habits of the heart that must be 
nurtured, and that countless, unheralHed women around the world are quietly doing so every 

d~ I . 



I have tried in my travels to shine a spotlight on their achievements because I stand in 
awe of women like Joyce McCartanl--women who through their own personal tragedies find the 
strength to. go on, but more than that, to peach out and try to prevent the conditions from 

'. " I ' ,
occurring that caused them such heartbreak. Women; like so marty of you here who have 
endured the loss ofloved ones -, fat~ers, brothers, husbands, sons and others -- to the Troubles, 
but have refused to give in to bittern~ss or to dwell in the past. 

You have been working throlgh community organizations, such as the Northern Ireland 
Women's Coalition to break the cyclelof hatred and save other people's fathers, brothers, 
husbands. and sons. Your efforts to ~hare grief across sectarian lines have blossomed into 
dynamic alliances to end poverty and ;the causes of violence. And you have helped to lay a solid 
foundation for permanent peace, . 

I want you to know that you shoufd never feel alone in your efforts. You are part of a 
powerful movement offamily feminists" working to strengthen democracy across the globe, 

• I 

Your partners are everywhere. They[re the. women in South Africa who lost loved ones and 
were victimized by apartheid., But they have been willing to participate in. the work of the Truth 
and, Reconciliation ~,Commission" and :to find in theiLhearts the capacity for forgiveness, of those 
who,did. violence. to them ,..- because J.,hat does freedom mean, if people remain imprisoned by 
their own;bitterness? 

They are women who are starting small community banks in poor rural villages or inner 
city neighborhoods from Chile to ChiJago -:- because what does freedom mean if people don't 
have the opportunity and the income~o help them gain .independence and self-sufficiency? 

They are women in countries like Pakistan who have agitated against domestic violence 
-- because what does freedom mean if a woman is afraid to sleep in her oWn home or protect her 

t 

children because of a violent hU~bandr. . . . . 

They are women in Zimbabwe and Bolivia who are running rural health clinics and are 
working in the inner cities to immunizb children and provide services -- because what does 
freedom mean if families are denied abcess to basic health care, and wome'n ate denied the right 
to plan their own families? 

They are the women in Romania and Estonia who are leading voter education projects -­
because what does freedom mean if pbople do not know how to exercise their right to choose 
their own leaders? . 

. They are women from the Philippines to Paraguay who are campaigning for the rights of 
girls to receive th~same e~ucation as Itheir brothers -- because what ~oes free~oml~ean if 
women do not gam .the skIlls and knowledge to make the most of theIr God-gIven gIfts? 

Women are not only critical t1 advancing peace and freedom, they are redefining the 
very notion of what we mean by a deJlOcratic society. Democracy cannot tlourishifwomen are 

, I , 

not full partners in the SOCial., economic, political and civic lives of their communities and 



nations. Societies will only address the issues closest to the hearts of women when women 
themselves claim their rights as citizJns; . 

. '. I . .' 
That message has come to life in my own country. Suddenly, the debates about politics 

I . 

and our future are not only about defense or diplomacy. They are also about how to balance 
work and family, about improving pJblic schools, about keeping health insurance after leaving a 
job or sending a child off to college fbr an education. ' 

These issues have become Jntral to our political life because thousands of American 
women have become organized and aemanded changes, and insisted that our democracy respond 
to t~eir. conc~rns. TheY've. helped alll ~ericans lin~erstand th~t s~rengthening families and 
chenshmg chtldren are not Just women's Issues, but Issues of vItal Importance to everyone 
concerned about our common futurel. 

.. . Now, there were some obse+ers who were perplexed that during the last presidential 
campaign" these,kltchen table'lssues Had .. become so Important. They, m fact, dended the 
phenomenon'as:the feminization Ofp1rolitiCS. I prefer to think oeit as the, humanization'ofpolitics 
-- because'how we'raise.our',children, care ,for our sick,;~rain our.workers will. determine the 
strength and' prosperity ofall our people in the days to come. And how we learn to live together 
across religious, ethnic and racial linek will determine the peace and security of our children's 

lives. . .. I. . .. . ' 
That's why I beheve encouragmg more women's vOIces to be heard IS Important for the 

overall effort that many of you are m'aking- to assure that your children, your grandchildren, these 
young people in this audience will be: able to live out their lives in a peaceful, secure Northern 
Ireland. It is important that these women's issues that affect our deepest concerns as human. 
beings are part of the political debat1. . 

Most women, like Joyce McCartan, don't become involved in politics because they have 
any grand philosophy about how they: intend to strengthen democracy. Instead, they see how 
politics -- especially politics practiced by those who are engendering conflict' between people -­
are hurting their families. They get fdd up with the posturing; they get fed up with the speech 
making. When jobs are scarce and hbpe is in very short supply, they take matters into their own 
hands. They dedde, asJoyce memor~bly said, "You can't fry flags in a pan." And they get to 
work on setting things right.. 

I am told that years ago, Joyce borrowed a couple of cows from a fanner and led a 
group of women to City Hall to protdst the removal offree school milk for children. Another 
time, she attended acity council meeting and refused to leave until. they discussed an increase in 
the bus fare. And while she had to bd carried out of that meeting, she eventually forced the 
council to hear her grievance and corlvinced them to introduce a lower fare for children. It is. the 
stuff of life. It is tho~e issues we talk labout around our kitchen tables that help to develop those 
habits of the heart that sustain democracy. . 



.' . 


I thought often about the Troubles here as I have thought about Joyce McCartan and the 
women I.met as I have fixed myself ~ pot of tea. I don't know whether a Catholic or a Protestant 

I 

made this teapot. I don't know whether a Catholic or a Protestant sold this teapot. I only know 
that this teapot serves me very well. IAnd this te~pot stands for all those conversations around 
those thousands of kitchen tables wHere mothers and fathers look at one' another with despair ' 
beca~se they ca~not imagine that the lfuture will be any better for their children. But this teapot 
also IS on· the kitchen table where mothers and fathers look at one another and say, we have to . 
do better. We cannot permit this to go on. We have to take a stand for our children. 

There is no room for illusion in the difficulty that, confronts the peace process. The 

President.and all of us who support you in this effort know how difficult it will be to overcome 

the past when the wounds still seem 'so raw. But the children deServe all the' work, all the 

prayers, all the strength, courage 'and commitment that can be brought to bear . 


. There will be more bumps on the road. There will be. those who would rather smash the 
teapoHhan,tofill itwith pipinghoftba to sit down~to have a conversation. And the women. and . 

... the', men who believe, ·as:,Joyce. McCJrtanbelieved with allher:,heart" that'·: there. is a betterway,., 
who 'sawas~ she 'sat around ·so· many ~itchen"tables talking across. the division .that everyone was ;., .. 
concerned about· the, same issues de~p down, that we all worried about our.lives, our' .. 
relationships, our jobs, our educationl our children, our health -- she understood that if we could 
just get enough people around some Igreat kitchen table, where they'd have to sit down and look 
at one another honestly, share their fears. their hopes, their dreams, that we could make 
progress. 

Well, now, finally, we have men and women around a table. I hope they have lots of tea. 
I hope that they are not only talking ~bout all of the difficult political issues, but in quiet asides, 
sharing some of what is in their heartlwith one another. And as they do so, I hope the faces of so 
many women and men who have given all they could give over the years to bring this moment to 
pass, will be seen in the mind's eye. 

Joyce McCartan deserves as her real legacy that the peace process move forward. She 
and all the brave women who, for m9re than 20 years, marched, begged, prayed, cried, shouted 
that they wanted peace deserve to be heard. . 

. It' is no longer in Joyce's hant. The burden ha~ been passed to others.' And I hope and I 
pray that those to whom it has' been bntrusted will pick up that burden and carry it forward. 
Joyce's work is done. But to honor ~er memory, we should all press forward with her work -- to 
build peace here and around the worl~. . 

Thank you very much. (Ap~lause.). 

END 



. , 

• FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
j 

THE JOYCE McCARTAN MEMORIAL LECTURE 
uNIvERSITY of ULSTER. 

BELFAsT, NORTHERN IRELAND 
OCTOBER 31, 1997 . . 

, . . 

It is a great pleasure 10 be back in Northern Ireland and Lo reunite willi some of the 
. . I ' ,,'. . .; \., . 

courageous women and men I fiTst met when I .came here two years ago with my husband. The 
, . . 'I'.... , . . 

. sights, sounds and emotions ofthat first visit -- the lighting ofthe Christmas tree outside City 

Hall. our walk from Guildhall SQU1 to Shipq1l;ly[SHIP-key] Street. Protestants and C.atholics. 

working side-by-side at the Mackie, Metal Plant -- hold special places in my husband's heart and 

in my own. 

And I will always trcaBurc my'visit to Ye Olde Lamplighter on Lower Ormeau Road. For. 

it was th~re that I shared a cup oftJ with Joyc~ McCartan and her colleagues. It is an honor to 

give this ftrst ofa series of lectures hedicated in h~r memory and in recognition ofthe impoit.a:nt 

role women have played inbUilJ peace in this country. And I am very delighted that the .. 
, I . ' ' 

, . University. with· >co~orate sponsorship from CableTel will honor her work even 

further by establishing bursari~' to ~ist ,,:,~men who are s\Udying contliet resolution and 

. community reconciliation: 

". . 

I a111 particularly pleased to Ibe able to join all ofyou in Belfast at this hopeful moment in 

. history. Today, for the first time in: more than 25 years, leaders ofNorthem Ireland's Catholic 

and Protestant communities are mLting and the world is ~atc~gto see whether they will end a 

. gexier~tion of senseless killing and iforge a lasting peace. When the people want peace, it is the 

obligation ofpoliticnlleaders to Jd the cOIJimon grOund where it can thrive. It requires 

1 




compromise and reconciliation. It involves postponing or even giving up cherished ideals in the . 

belief that others will do the same to ind.the conflict and build a better future. All sides must 

.' compromise and seek this common Jound in the w~eks and months ahead .. 

, " I want to pay tribute to both sides of the border arid the community divide who have 

w~rked so hard in recent years to 1;JJg aboutreconciliation in the wake of this bitter conflict. 
'I ' 

We would never have arrived at this nopeful moment without the countless acts ofcourage and, 


faith ofpeople like the woman we' holor tOday." " . . . 


. J have a SOIlVerl1r ofmy visit. with Joyce McCartan. A teapot. AB you can see; it's an 

ordinary.' stainless steel teapot, one ealilY found in man; Belfast kitchens. But as I told Joyce, it 

was much better at keepmg tea wann L tbeones I used at home. So Joyce gave this tcapP 
present. I use this teapot every day in Imy private kitchen atthe White House and whenever I 

. look at it, I am reminded ofJoyce's Jility to Waml hearts, to 'keep alive hope for a better world 

and a better time, despite tragedy aftJ heartbreaking tragedy. '. . . . ,,' 

, . I· ' . ' 

As we sipped our tea, the women told me how they had worked together over the years 


and how they .--~ both Catholic and pJtestant ~- had realized much more united than divided ' 

. . I, '. 

them. While they may have attended different churches on Sunday. seven days a week they all 
. I 

said a silent prayer for the safe retum Jf a child from school or a husband from an errand in town. . 

, Seven days a week, their f~es StIUJgled with the same deep-rooted'causes ofthe violence-· 

. I 
the burdens ofpoverty, the shackles 0ilimited education, the despair ofunemplayment. And 


while they may have held different views afthe past, they had leamed !hat together they could 


.2 




• promote understancting, save lives, preserve families, nurture hope and defy history . 

.Beca",e in the end, for them id for so many other women across Nor1hem Ireland, love 

of family ran deeper than calls to hatred. .
I, . 

1 
I had never metJoyce before, but Thad seen her compassion, courage and commitment in 

many other eye,: Her,yearning for • lore peaceful and democratic worl d resonates through the 

ages and stretches across the globe. 

Mothers. Wives. Daughters. Ordinary citi7.ens .. Their insistent voices for peace -- raised 

sometimes in' a roar, or sometimes in a whispered prayer -- have inspired women and entire 

societies around the world to build mte open, just, democratic and peaceful communities. This 

chorus of courageo1L.t; voices can be hlard today, in the Middle Ea.st.in Bosnia. in Africa, 

wherever people are working to end Je violence and begin the healing. . 

. T have been privileged to travel widely and have met many ofthe world's leaders. Yet 

it~s often in small groups -- sitting aroLd a kitchen table, sipping tea with women like Joyce, 

sharing concerns and talking about oj fB.m.ilies -- where I've learned the mostvaluable lessons. 

And one of those lessons is that an eXLordinaryPOWer is unIe~hed whenordinazywomen reach 

out to their neighbors and find comrn.Jn ground, when they begin working together to lift up 

themselves, their ~li.. ·and their CO~unitic:s. I know that ]oye.liked to call herself ", 

family feminist:" because saving fam11ies was at the root of aU her efforts. This is a brilliant tenn 

because it captures the very important idea that when women are empowered to make the most of 

3 
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theii own potential, then their families will thrive, and when families thrive, communities and 

" nations thrive. Women who are aennk to protect and strengthen their families are playing a 

'central role in the building and susrulmg ofpeace and democracy around the world. 

When we talk about democracy, we talk about the highest ofideals - freedom ofreligion. 

freedom ofassociation, freedom ofJeeCh and press; freedom to participate fully in the civic ~d 
political life ofa country." But demoJaCy is also about ensuring equal access to educatio~ health" 

" " 	 t " " 
" 	 . . 

care, jobs and credit. Democracy is about respecting human dignity, empowering every citizen 

" 	 "I"", all th Ii th·'· Od . .to compose Iiyes that ow em to ve up to " eu own 0 ·gIven proIIllse. 

" What we've leamed over the years is that these lofty ideals can only be made real through 

41; 	 the everyday efforts ofotdinary Citizl..Y<s, we need law. ancl • system ofjustioe to uphold 

them. But democracy is nurtured and sustained in the hearts ofpeople; in" the principles they 

honor; in the way they live their daily lives and treat their fellow citizens; in the lessons they 

teach their children before they tuck them into bed at night. 

" Countless unheralded women iound the world are quietly doing what it takes, through , "" 

actions large and small, to nurture democracy and promote peace. And in my travels around the 

world, I have tried to shine a spotlight! on their achievements, ." , 

" Women like you here in. Northern Ireland who have endured the loss of so many loved 

ones -- fathers, brothers. husbands. soL - to the Troubles, but.refused to give into bitterness or 

dwell in the pas~. For a generatioIl, Ju have been working as individuals and through . 

4 



'., community organizations such as Northern Ireland Women's Coalition. to break the cycle of 

hatred and sav~ other people's fathersl brothers, husbands and SODS. Your simple efforts to share 

, griefacross sectarian lines have blossbmed, into dynamic alliances to end poverty and the causes 

ofviolence -- to improve edU~ti.on,jlb tTaiillng and health'care. And you have laid ~solid 
foundation for permanent peace. 

, , 

" ,, I' " 
, I want you to know that you snould never feel alone in your efforts. You are part ofa 

powerful movement offamily fennmsl worldng to strengthen democracy across the globe, 


Your partners are everywhere. , 


, They're women who are starting SInal] community bal.lks in poor rural villages or inner­

city neighborhoods from Chile to Chilago~ , Because what d~es freedom mean ifpeople don't , 

" have the opportunity and the income t1 help them gain independen~e and self-'sufficiency? , 

Women from South Africa who are setting up domestic violence colllicils. Because what 
, , " I .' , 

does freedom mean if a woman i~afraid to sleep in her oWn home or protect her oWn children 

because of a violent husband? 

Women in Zimbabwe and Bolivia who are rurining' rural health clinics. Because what 'I , ' . .' . '. . ' 
does freedom mean if families are detried access to basic health c~ and women are denied the 

, I ' ' , 
right to plan their own families? . 

Women in Romania and Estonia who are leading voter education projects. Because what 
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• does freedom mean ifpeople do not know how to exercise their right to choose their own 

leaders? 

Women from Pakistan to Paraguay who are campaigning for the rights ofgirls to receive 

- 'the same education as their brolhl. Because what does freedom mean ifwomen do not gain the 
, ' ' 1 ' ' , ' 

skills and the knowledge to make the most of their God~given gifts? 

But women are not only critical to advancing democracy and free market economies in ' 

every comcr'of our globe, they are ~ the very notion ofwbatwe mean by ademocratic 
, 'I ' 

society. Democrat::y cannot flourish ifwomen are not full partners in the social, economic, 
I ' 

political and civic lives of their con~munities and nations. Societies will only address the issues 

closest to the hearts ofwomen whel women themselves claim their rights as citizens. 

IeI ' 
! 

, Thatmessag~ came to life in my own country's laSt presidc;ntial election. Suddenly, the 

most important debates last fall werl over ways to balance work and family. about improving 

'public schools, about keeping healJ insurance' afterle~ving ajob, about securing a college 

, education for every American WillJg to work for it, about ensuring new mothers the time they 

needed 'to reCover in a hospital afte)giving birth." " , '" 

These issues became central to the election because thousands of American women got 

. organized, demandedcltanlic and ;j1isted that their democr""y ",spond '" their concOIDS•. They 

helped all Americans understand that strengthening families and cherishing children weren'tjust 

,wom.en·s issues. but issues of vital-lportance to anyone concerned about the future.' 
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Many observers were perplexed that these "kitchen table issues" had become so , 

. important. Accustomed to diSCUSSioL ofdefense, diplomacy. economics and trade, they derided 
. . - I 

. the phenomena as the "feminization"l ofpolitics. I prefer to think of it as the humanization of 

politics. Because how we raise our children, care for our sick, and train our workers will 

. determine the strength and proSPeritJ ofall our people ~ the days to come. . 

. We m.ust encourage more women to make their voices heard, to join together in both . 

. grassroots and nationa1organizati0tl1 to press for politicalchange, to vote in local and national 

elections. and send more women to office. That way, the issues that have long been relegated to 

the margins ofpolitical debate even Lthey dominated the dai1y Ii-vesof ordinary citizens -- child 

care, education, domestic violence -­ will be placed alongside other pressing matters at the top of 
, '. 

national agendas. 

I am told that years ago, Joyce borrowed a couple of cows from a fanner and led a group 

ofwomen down 'Ormeau Road to Ci~ Hall to protest the removal of free school milk for '. 
! ' 

children. Another time. she attended Ia City Council meeting and refused to leave.until they 

discussed an increase in the bus fare. And while she had to be carried out ofthat meeting, she 

eventually forced the council to hear her grl~ance and convinced them to introduce a lower fare . 

for children. 

I'm sure Joyce didn't do any ofthese things because she had a grand scheme to 

• 
strengthen democracy. Instead. she slw something that was hurting her family and took action. 
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In the process, she help.e4 US undersland. that women can make democracy work for themselves 

and their families. 
I 

I didn't know whether Jar"" ,Ja Catholic or a Protestant. In li!ct, I didn't reallr care. I 

don't care iftlus teapot is ordinary staLL.ss steel or fine bone China What I do care about is this 
. .~~, ., . 

teapot's ability to keep mytea pipinglhot even on a cold wiD.ter tDDtrring. "ADd bm groieful that 

i
Joyce McCartan reached beyond herself

, help build bette:r.lives: for her family ld 
history. 

a overcome deeply rooted division and su."Picion, to ' 

her people, and bridge the gap between hope and ' , 

The poet Eilean Ni Chuilear).anin [hoola n~y in] once wrote, "I said to the other sisters, 

each ofyou will have to do'samewhJ 10ur day comes. This onehasfinished he:!" t"Jm;~' Joyce 
, ,. ,'. , .' I ' 

McCartan ~hed per tum fartoo S0j": But tet US honor her memory by pressfug forward with 

. her work to budd peace here and around 'the world. " , " 
'\ , ' 

### 
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