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FIRST L~Y HILLARY ROD HAM CLINTON 
NEONAT,AL RESUS,CIT ATION CENTER 

I. 	L'VIV, UKRAINE 
N:OVEMBER 17,1997 

Before I begin, I want to thank the people ofUkraioe fOl-the warm welcome and 
generous hospitality we have .receired in ou~ short time bere. I have. corrie to Ukraine on '. 
behalf of my husband, the President of the Uruted States, and the Amencan people to see 
firsthand the progress you are makink iIi building civil society and in advancing democratic and 
economic refonns and to reinforce tHe strong ties between our peoples. . 	 . I . . 
. . . , . 	 I.. 

We see the results of those ties today. This Neo-Natal Resuscitation and Training 
Center is testament to the commitmeht and dedication ofdoctors and nurses throughout Ukraine. 
As an American, I am particularly prbud to be here because of the extraordinary partnership the 
L'viv Oblast Clinical Hospital has d~veloped with the Henry Ford.Hospital in Detroit. lam also . 

. proud of the role the American Intemational·Health Alliance and the United States Agency for . 
International Development have.play~d· in supporting this partnership since 1993. 

. . ' '. . I . . . .' .:. . . 
'This center represents a co-riing together of the voluntary, public and private 

sectors. It also represents a coming tdgether of medical training and tre~tment to create a 
comprehensive strategy for protecting, resuscitating; and providing care for premature and 

_ critically ill babies. Your innovative irork to address the speciatneeds of these children and to 
teach medical pr6fessionals how to c~e for them has significantly reduced the rates of mortality 
and developmental disabilities in the fegion. Since the partnership began, for example, infant . 

. mortality has been reducedby 30pe'tnt. .... . 

.' Clearly, this model works. Which is why I was so pleased to learn that the Ministry 
of Health is working with USAID;-k:l{A, and the Henry Fordh~spital to establish cent~rs 
lik~ this one throughout Ukraine. In! fact, last month, one opened in Kiev. I am also pleased 
that this model ofpartnership wil,l be ~sed to extend health care for others -:- such as wellness 
centers that willprovidecomprehensiv,e medical care for women. 

\.' 	 . 
I want to acknowledge the other partners in this :effort . .I am delighted that the 

United States government's Operation !Provide Hope: working with Nadia Matkiwsky and' the 
Children of Chemobyl Relief Fund, this week delivered a major shipment of donated 

. 	 .' I 

pharmaceuticals, medical supplies; anq equipment to the center - including an ambulance. The 
airlift from Provide Hope also came with winter clothes and relief supplies gathered by

I 	 . 

Representative Marcy Kaptur ofQhio ~hrough the .Anastasia Fund and theToledo Sister Cities 
Organization. I want also to thank: Ford - both here and abroad - for the other ambulance it 
donated today., .' \ .' .... '. 
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, , I am also pl~asedtba~ my kovernment is working with you in pa~tnership to

• advance health care'in other areas. The Ukraine Breast Cancer Assistance Program, for example, 
will help provide screening, di~gn~~is,and t'reatment for the leading canc~r among women in 
Ukraine. I' , 

,Tbework done here ~i11 r~aCh far beyond tbese doors. It will help you build a strong 
foundatio~not only for the health of your children, but for the future of your country. 

, , 'j" . " 
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT: FIRST LADY AT NEONATAL CENTER, UKRAINE 
(Speak~ at Neonatal Resuscitation Center in LvivNov. 17) (650) 

Lviv, Ukraine.:- U.S. First Lady Hillary Clintoh visited the NeonatalResuscitation Center in , 
Lviv and noted that the center "rep:resents a partnership between~e,govelnment~ th~ private 
sector, and the voluntary sector of your country and my country. Smce the partnership here 
began, infant mortality has be~n retluced by 30percent. 'Clearly, this model works." 

, ' ' , . -.' . 

, ' ' 

She pointed to the ties between the center and the, Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, Michigan, as 
, well as support from the American .International Health Alliance, the U.S. Agency for 

, I '" . 

International Development, 'Operation Provide HQpe, Nadya Matkiwsky and the Children of the 
Chernobyl Relief Fund, the AnasiJia Fund, the Toledo Sister Cities Organization, and the Ford 
motor company, which recertt~y,doitated an ambulance. ' 
, " 

, 
I ' 

, 

, ' " 
"I am very pleased to learn that the MinistrY of Health is working with USAID, AIHA, and the· 

" Henry Ford Hospital to establish cehters like this one throughoutUkraine," Mrs. Clinton added. 
, , , ' '\' 

FollQwing is an unofficial transcript ofher remarks. 

,(Begin transcript) 

I ' ,
REMARKS OF FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON AT NEONATAL , 1 . ' ' 

~SUSCi~ATION CENTER, AS R\ART OF ROUNDTABLE WITH CENTER OFFICIALS 

LVIV Ukrame, , ' , . 

Nov;mber'17,1997 . - t ' .'",.'".,',,' .' , , 


I want to' thank Mrs. Kuchma for befng here with me duri~g this visit. 'And I w~t to thank the 

people ofUkraine for the warm· weldome that I feel and that my party has' already received. 


" ".. ' ' \ ' , ,,' ", ','.". ' . 
,I have come to Ukraine on behalfofmy husband, the President of the United States, and the 
American people, to see firsthand the progress that you are making as you transform your 
country into a strong democracy willi'an economy that will make it possible for all the Ukrainian 
people to be prosperous. ' 

, I hope my visit also reinforces the strong ties between the American and Ukrainian peoples. One 
, , I ' , 

. of the examples of those ties is found right,here at this hospital in the partnership between the 
Henry Ford Hospitalm Detroit [MicHigan], and the doctors and nurses here at this hospital. I am' 

, " I " , " . 

also very pleased about the role that t}1e American International Health Alliance and the United 
States Agency for International Development have played in supporting this partnership since 
1993. This center represents a partnetship between the govenunent, the private sector, and the , I " . 
voluntary sector ofyour country.and my country. 

Since the Jl3fInersbip here began; inflt mortality lias been reduced by 30 pen:ent. . Clearly, this 
model works, and I am very pleased t6 learnthatthe Ministry ofHealth is working with USAID, . 
,AIHA, and the Henry Ford Hospital fo establish centers like this one throughout Ukraine. 



,- ,," ."" " , , 

I also want to acknowledge some ofthe ,other partners in this effort. I am delighted ,that the 
, United States govemment's'Operation Provide Hope, working with Nadya Matkiwsky and the 

, I 	 , ' 

, Children of the Chemobyl Relief Fund, this week delivered a major shipment ofdonated, , 
.phannaceutic;als, medical supplies\and equipmenrto the center, including an ambulance. The 
airlift from project Provide Hope a:lso came with winter clothes and relief supplies gathered by , 

, ' ,I, , 	 . 

" ,Representativ~ Marcy Captor of Ohio through the Anastasia Fund and the Toledo Sister Cities, " 
Organization. I also want totbank Ford, both here and in the Unitf!d States, for the ambulance " 
which Ford donated. " ,,' , '. 

r, 	 'I look forward to'workin'g with and learning'more abo~t other partnerships between my 
government and yours to advance health care. For example, the Ukraine Breast Cancer ' 
Assistance Program which will pro~ide screening, diagnosis, and treatment for the women in 
Ukraine. . 

. So'! come to .. thank and congratulate the Americans arid Ukrainians who have done what we have 
seen, Mrs. Kuchma and I, in our visit here,and will continue to do so much for the children and, 

,the people of this country and mcoo1peration and partnership with the American people..Thank 
, you very much. ' . , ',.. 

(End transcript) 



First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton at the Neonatal Resuscitation Training Center 
L viv, Ukraine' 

._November 18, 1997 

Dr. Mykola Khobzey~ Lviv' OblastM:inistry ofHealth 
Anna Venglinska . - - - • _ '.' 1 

7
, . 

-James Smith, American International Health Alliance 
Lyudmila Kuchma ' " I 
Dr.OIba Detsyk. Head of the Neona~ Unit (Moderator) -
Dr. Alexander Mindiuk.SpecialiZedOblast Children's Hospital 

Dr,. Zenon Matkiwsky. Children ofC}{ernobyl RellefFund . . .(NJ) Hospital_ 


Dr. Detsyk: 

We are welcoming Mrs. Lyudmila Kuchma, wife of the President of Ukraine, and Mrs. Hillary . 

Rodhani Clinton, wife ofthe President ~fthe United States. The first words will go to Mrs. Kuchma. 


Mrs. Kuchma: . - : _ . _ -I - - -. . - - _ - . 

.Thank yOll:;butI thlnk-th;atthemain floor should be ,given to the people who are here. I am very 
thankful for the noble mission that ev6rybody was able to see those kids. It is very important that 
they become grown-up people. To r(lach that goal, we need to give them not only love~ but also 
some tecbriical sUppbrt. Modem equipment isvery essential. We still are in need of such modem 
equipment. I am also very grateful fo~ Clinton's family who give us assistance, and, of course, to 
cb.anning Ms. HillSlY. 

_ Dr. 'Detsyk: _ . . 
Next, I'd,like to give the floor to Mis: Clinton, 

Mrs. Clinton; 
Well, I-want to thank Mrs. Kuchtna for being here with me during this visit. And I want to thank 

" l· . 

the people ofUkraine for the warln welcome that I feel and my party, have already received, _I have 
come to Ukraine on beb3.lf of my h~band, the . President of the United States, and the American 
people, to see firsthand the progress th~t you ate making as you transform your country into a strong ­
democra~y with an economy that will Ihake it possible for aU the Ukrainian people to be prosperous. 

I hope my visital80 reinforces the ~ng~es be~ the Ameri"';' and Ukrainian people •.. One 
.ofthe examples ofthose ties is found ~ght here at this hospital in the partnership between the Henry 
Ford Hospital in Detroit, and the docfurs and nurses here at this hospital. I am also very pleased . 
about the role that the American Intetnationtt.i Health Alliance and the United States Agency for 
International Develo~ment . have pla~ed in supportin~ this partnership since 1993. This center 
represents a partnership between the govemment, the pnvate sector and the voluntary sector ofyour 
couritry and my country. Sin~ the partnership here began. for example, infant mortality has been 
reduced by thirty percent. Gle~ly. tbislmodel works. and I am very pleased to learn that the Ministry ­
ofHealth is working with-USAID. AlHA and the Henry Fnrd Hospital to establish centers like this 



one throughout Ukraine. 

I also want to acknowledge some ofdie other partners in this effort. I am delighted that the United 
States government's operation ProvidlJ Hope, working with Nadya Matkiwsky and the Children of 

. . I , 

the Chemobyi Relief Fund, this week delivered a major shipment of donated pharinaceuticals, 
medical supplies ~d equipment to t:~e center, including an anlbulance. The airlift from project ' 
Provide Hope also came with winter c~othes and relief supplies gathered by Representative Marcy 

. Captor of Ohio ,through the Anastasia Fund and'the Toledo Sister Cities Orgar'li:1.ation. lalso want 
to thank Ford. both here and in the Uhlted States, for the ambulance which Ford donated. I look 
forward to ~orking with and learninglmore about other partnerships, between my government and , 
yours to advance healthcare. For example. the Ukraine Breast Cancer Assistance Program which 
will provide screening. diagnosis and treatment for the women in Ukraine.. ' , ' 

I, 

' 
. ...I . . 

" 

" ,. . 

So I come to thank and congratulate the Americans and Ukrainians who have done what we have 
seen, Mrs. Kilcluna and I, in our Visit hkre, and will continue to do so much for the children and the ' 
people ofthls country and in cooperatidnand partnership with the American people., Thank you verY 

'.much, . 

Dr. Detsyk:. . 
Next, the floor is given to the Chief of the Department of Healthcare, Mr. Mikola Khobzey. 

Mr.,Mikola Khobzey: 
Deal' Ladies and Gentlemen. on behalf ofLviv state administration and all the medical doctors here' 

. in Lviv. I'd like to eXpress my gratitu1de.' It is our pleasure to :Dleet today our noble guests, Mrs. 
Kuchma and Mrs. Clinton. I think it islvery symbolic that two fust lacij.es oftwo'great countries are . 
doing this noble thing, they're taking care ofchildren. The partnership thatexists between the Henry 
Ford Hospital and our clinical hospital i~ very important. It gives us the .possibility to implement the . 

modem technology th;tt an: used in all ithe world. .. ...... . . . . . .. . 

I was very happy to hear that Mrs. Clinlton mentioned the breast cancer problem. lthink that is one 
of the most important problemS which 1,~'ve been discussing, and we hope that in the future we will 
be able to obtain soxne good reSults. I iun also very pleased that Mrs. Lyudmila Kuchma, within a 
short period of. time, was ~ble to COllie here twice. I think that what we are doing hen; 'in this 
hoSpital in cooperation w:ith our AmeriJan partners is a good example ofhow the ideas introduced 

. I , ' , 

by our President's foundation, Children ofUkraine, works. T~ould like also to express our gratitude 
once again for your, coming here. \V~ hope that in future. together with your assistance, your 
cooperation, we Will 'be able to have ~ very 'good. effect and to overcome those difficulties that 

. I . 

Ukraine is facing now: Thank you, wi th hope for future cooperation. 

, Dr. Detsyk: . 
Next the floor is given to Mr. James Smith, executive Director of the Atnerican International Health 

Alliance. ' 


Mr. James Smith: 

Thank you very m\lch, .Dr. Detsyk: Madam KUchma, Mrs.' Cl i~ton, I would just simply like to say 
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,. 

, , 

how pleased w~ are to have you both here ~ part ofthis pa.rtnership.It is truly an expression ofboth 
, I, . 

. governments' support when both ,First Ladies come together to participate in this kind ofa program. 
I believe that the American IntemationtU Health Alliance and our colleagues at USAID have learned 

, two important lessons herein this,p~ership. The first is that the training of health care workers in . , •. 
, the most baSic assessment and preven6oninnewbom resuscitation skins~ coupled with a regional 
approach, can make a significantdifferbncein reducing infant mortality. This approach is both cost 
effective, it's largely low tech, and it c-ah be replicated throughout Ukraine:, Tbe second lesson that 

. we 've learned is that this kind ofprogrk really requires the participation of a variety of resources, 
,as you've pointed out. from all scctors., \This partnership which ,US,AID and AIHt\. suppOrts between . 
Henry Ford Health System and Lviv qblast Hospital, has mvolved already over 150 exchanges of 

, personnel. I really can't say enough about the kind of time and commitment thal physicians and 
, . nurses like Dr. Estitakin and Ms. Nevrinan have made to this kind 'of a program over the period of 

five years now. But this 'partnership has also reached out into the community in Detroit. We've 
,seen acontribution. now of over :$1.5 billion of supplies aridequip~ent from the larger Detroit' 

, • ' .' I .' , . • 
commuruty., And we're very, very pleased today, to see .FOld Moto! Company, both In Europe, 
Ukraine,and in the United States, beconimg part ofthis larger partnership .. As I said at the, beginning, 
AlliA and USAID areveryp]eased tolk supporting this partnership ,and we're looking forward to 
taking whaes~been leame.d here inLyj,v arid replicating that throughout Ukraine with the ~sjstance ' . 
of the Ministl}' ofHealth.,. Thank you. . ' . 

Dr. Detsyk: ' . ' '" " , 
Now I give, the floor to Mrs. Anna Venglinska. ' She is the mother ofone of the chilci:ren who was 
cured because of our program. 

, Mrs. Anna Venglinska: ", 

. Dear Ladies and Gentienuin,' imaginefD~ yourse1fa situation when,' tllree yeats ago,_ when it was the . 


.. • I" ' 

twenty-seventh week ofmy pregnancy ~ I gave birth to my daughter who weighed only 900 grams and 
wasoruy 33 centimeters in height DOf;;tbrs in the maternity hall s~d that she had only a one percent ' 
chance to survive. My childcame, here land was treated by doctors who gave'aU of their love, all of. 

. their kindness, and all their wann-hea:~dness to heJp my,daughter..Now my daughter, Halyna, is . 
three years old.,and she istotally healtllY. . . . " '. ' .' , 

:.Today I'd like to th~ you three timesl. First," I'd, to express my gt8titud~ to our Lord because he . 
, gave my da~ghter to me. Second, I'd to [thank-all the doctors, BlIthe nUrses, all the medical people 
here who inspired life into my daughter. I'm 81~ especially grateful to destiny because I have a 
chance, to sa! thank you to Mrs. Hillary :Clinto~ and in her presence I'd. like to express gratitude to . 
all the Amencan people who take care: ofour kids and who understand our troubles. . Thank you. 

Dr.Detsyk: 

Next the floor is given to·Mr. Alexander Mindiuk, doctor and ~hiefofour clinic. 


Dr. Alexander Mindiuk: 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, Dear Mrs. Kuchma, Dear Ladies and Gentlemen. Our clinic was founded in 

1990. The main fields of Our activity i~ takjng eare of those people who have cancer, who have 

malignant tumors ,and also kids who suffered because of the Chemobyl accident. For seven years 
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already we have b~~n cooperating wiPt different public organizations with .the United States of . 
. . America. We have been given considerable help from the Union of Ukrainians ill America,' the 

Union of Ukrainian. Youth mthe Unitbd States and the Children of the ChemobylReliefFund in 
· Pi~burgh. Most fruitful is our coopera~on with the Children of the Cher;no~l Relief Fund and with 
us istheir representative, the Director Dr. Zenon Matkiwsky. BeCause ofhis help we were able to 

, . " get· the grant frOm USAID to cure leillceniia. Because of our cooperation we now have modem 
". equipment.·new.tecmologies. and we itce able to forecast the developing of diseases. We are able 

now to do diagnostics and we also ha~e the possibility to spread our knowledge, to share it with 
other people . . ~t ismy.pleasure to eJpress gratitude today to Mrs. Clinton and to all people of . 

· America who ~ave us aid.. Thank youJ . 

Dr.Detsyk: 
Next the floor is given to Mr. Zenon Matkiwsky. 

Mr. Zenon Matlciwsky: .. ' 
·Mrs. Clinton, ·.Mrs.; Kuchma. Ambassador Miller, Ambassador Momingstar, and ·Ambassador .. 

Caitney,Ladi~s and Gentlemen. the ~erican foundation. the Children of" Chemobyl Relief FUnd, . .' 
: is very:proudtotakepart in thi$ historic eventin Lviv, Ukraine today. CCRF was instrumental in. 
establishing the L'viv specialized peclia~c hospital and in the last seven years has developed a state 

·of the art diagnostic laboratory wbi&.;h was certified by the European BKK system a.~ the top 
laboratory:in . East~m Europe: .AtJSAm grant enabled CCRF' to provide a complete oncologic' 
program to'treat leUkemia, thyroid:caDI::~ and physicians' training program. Other accomplishments 
include delivery of an MRl and establishing four neonatal intensive care units in four regions of 
Ukraine. We pride ourselv~sin monitbring the delivery of our cargo, the proper selection of our 
partners, our physician training progr~s.and most importantly. indeveloping self-sustainability 
in each of these progra.ms. To date, CpRF has delivered over $41 million worth ofmedical aid,. 
technical assistance arid training programs t9 various regions ofUkraine. It is with great pride that 
we have prepared and delivered out niheteenth airlift on Nov.ember 6, 1997, in honor of our :first 

· lady, Mrs. Hillary'Rodhani Clintoit Ana fmally,Mrs. Clinton, the ChHdren.oftheChemobyl Relief' 
Fwd·sincerely believes that}t does takb a village to care for achild. Thankyou. 

· Dr. Detsyk: . 
Nowl would like to say afew short wolrds myself.' My name is Olha D~tsyk and I am the director 
ofour center and we have been cooperflt;ing with American partners for four years and we were able 

· to take some experience and new m9thods of intensive therapy for.new babies. We started . 
transporting babies from distant parts CICjOur oblast .. Four years ago it was practically. irD.possible to . 

, do this. These Center for Intensive 'J."hf.....rapy ofBabies was opened here and we were able to get 29 
'. sets for babies and that enabledus:to su~ply maternity houses. I would like to express my gratitude 
.. and say a kind word about ourcruefdoctor, Borys Kryvko, who gives all pOssible support and help. 

The training of our medical staff would be lmpOssible without our medical university, and also 
'-\'ithout the help ofProfessor Svitlana Kktchenko. Who is present with. us today. As a result ofour 
work, you see here childrenwhQ wer~ in absolutely critical condition but now they are totally 
healthy. More than 1,600 people \'I\IeI'e uilcen 'care of in this hospital. NoW we have the greater need 
for beds for sick people. Now we ha,..~ only six beds and that is'absolutely not enough. To have 
good results we need the cooperation andjoinf eifor:t ofa11people, volunteers ofall medical people. 

http:progra.ms


We need funds that will support our'program.,·which are vital for us. Thank you. 

Now~e can h~vea dis~ussion and ev~one who'is willing to express his opinion is welcOme. ~irst ' 
the floor is given to the Chief Doctor 6f our hospital, Borys Kryvko. .. . . . 

Or. Boyua Keycko 1 

Dear Mrs ..Clinton, Dear Mrs. Kuchma.. Dear Colleagues' and Guests. For four years of our 
, cooperation with Henry Ford Foundarlon and the Oblast Clinical Hospital, the 'projectS 0 r seven 
'programs'. have been iIitroduced. We.Iare very grateful that fnthis program, both Ameiican and ' . 
Ukra.ini.an professionals take part.· Two thousand people work here at the Oblast Clinical Hospital, 

, which is 212 years old. We are 'vel'~ grateful to the USAID director, Mr. Bloom. Also to Vice 
, President of US Care, Mr. Smith. Al~o to our 'partners Mr. 'vitro, Mr. .Case, Mr. Zodachny,Mrs. 
Newmari..Mrs. Lesia Baltarovich,ivris. Zirka Kalynyc~ to our whole Ukrainian community in 
Detroit. I also would like to express my gratitude to our enthusiastic doctors who carry out·all.these 
programs. 1 believe that.'these progralns should be continued because it leads to, and improves" 
positive and friendlyrelatioriships bel~een the American·and Ukrainian people. And r also would", . 
like to thank Mrs. Clinton.and Mrs. Kuchma for finding time and being able to visit our oldest; 
institution.,' ' 

Today we ca'uld all express words ofgratitude for a long period or'time to our American partners, 
but unfortunately we are pressed for iline. I would also likc to ask Mrs. Clinton ifyou would like' 

, to say few words to conclude. ' 

Mrs. 'F-IiilarY Rodham Clinton: . . . . 

No, I jUSl want to thank every~ne .artd I especially·w8I1t to thank the children Who are so 'patient who 

are here with us and are the reasoil why we are here. Thank you ~l very much. 


F:\FLOTUS\hospitat~ 
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