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j, ' 
, I 

Q; (Indistinct) and seconQIy. is there any concern about your security because of Iraq? 
, ,,' ' , " , " 

, Mrs. Cllinfon: I don'fhave an~thing to add to what the Ptt:sident and other'members 'of the 

Administration have been saying over the last two days, especially the President's statement 


, I "" ' 
yesterday. and I havcno concern about travel at all' , , , 

Q: ~. Clinton. the media herl in Russia havc bC~ suggesting that you are ~ot getting a 
realistic view about the lives ofiwomen and children in the countries you are vis~g. Are you 
concerned atal1 that you a'~getting a distorted view of the lives of women and children? , I ' 
Mrs. Clinton: I don'tpretend at all that I am getting a full view ofwbat is going on ill the places 
that I am visiting. I can't get out and spend the time that I would like to, so I don't 'get into 
people'1: homes. into their wor~ places or spend time with them infopnally. But 1 do get a 
chance to go into a lot of diffCf9nt settings, and over the years I have learned to evaluate and , 
asse~I think pretty careful1y. Tfeel that I alwaysleam something. and I come away with 
information about' what is go~ on in a society, despite the obvious obstacles to my being able, to 
feel that I am truly seeing ever*hing that I would see if J was not accompanied by all ofyou and 
I were just on my own. I think that for me it'is always a good lean1ing experience. even though 
you discount a lot of what, you jexperience because of the cirCwnstances wultr ~ch I have to 
travel. " 

I 
Q: There have been recent rep6rts coming ou~ o~'Wasltington about the Russian government, 
which. is referred to as a bandit ~overnment and corrupt, especially in its professioOa1life. What 
is your aSst:ssm~nl of that and Will ifhave any effect on programs? ' 

" ,I ' ' ' 
, , Mrs. Clinton: lain going:to aslf the experts to cOmment on thaL But I don't think that there j~ . 

any reason to worry about oUr tID programs or about our investments in Russia. I 3m seeing a 
lot of positive changes, even in jthe years that I have, been coming here, which is only three or· 

, four now. 1think that when we'look at what obstacles ,Russia is overcoming and facing, and how 
., far it as a country has conie inj~t six short years, 1think:.remarkable progress has been made. 
Now. are there going to be problems in any human society that will have be eliminated or be 
faced in development?, DiffiCU\ties that people will go through. moving through difficult 
transitions? I think that goes without saying. Ifyou look at our history or that of any advanced 
democr~ today. and you can ~ee that there are lots ofdifficulties along the path,that have had to 
,be overcome. So I don't think that we should expect Russia to be able to bypas:> all the problems' 

, that other countries. including Jur own, have had to go through. And I personally am quite 
, encouraged by a lot of the pro~css. But I am going to ask Arnbassdor Collins, Ambassador 
Morningstar, or Amba.~dor Cburtney if they would like to comment " , 

Amb. Collins: If! can saY justI. word .bout U>e crime III1d conuption question. The first thing 



thai 1would like to point out is that theleadcrship ofthis'cotmtryitself. including President 

Yeltsin, has identified the criminJI and crime problem a.c; a real priority. This is nOL.a bandit 

government; that j's something tMt we would not agree with. There are problems with crime. " ' ! 


Six years ago, seven, years ago, ~e entire jyddi :tl syStem ,of lhis nation came apart; they are ~.J.A'..-U1f,_~/ 

. :.j' trying to put it bac1\: together again. It is going to take tim~. ' The question is how they are " 

dealing with it. The first and mdst important thing is that they have recognized it as a problem 
, that they have to work on. I ' 

I ' 

Amb. Morningstar:' Let me just day we don't Ilve in a perfect world. CertainlyoUr systems 
incrementally are better off doin~ it than not doing it Our aid,doesn't go directly in cash ' 
payments to the government of R'ussia but goes to programs. It seems to me that working on tax 
reforms, for example, weare. benk off doing it than not doing it. The work that we do in -, 
connection with partnerships al1d!exchangeS, we are certainly much better off doing it than not 
doing it. Helping to finance sm3.\l businesses out ,in the Regions, again we are better off doing it 
than not doing it. So we have tq ~ook alLhings on an ,increIIlental'basis, tmderstand that nothing 
is perfect: We have-to keep working at it, stay engaged; , ' 

• ' I' , . 
Amb. 'Courtney:' Our assistance ~.rograms and other ~fforts are designed to increas~ 
Lransparency in the economy. ,Prtcisely what we are doing in the assistance effort is designed to 
improve the overall q~ity of gdvernment and transparency and to correct these problems. 

Q: (Indistmct) Despite our ObjJtions. the Russi811 government has passed a laW-reStricting the . 
. free choice ofreligion. Some critics say, that (indistinct) .. , .the partnership is beginning to fray 

, between Russia and the United states. 

. Mrs. Clinton: Is that a critidsm t a concern? 
. I 

j. 

Q: What would you say? 
I
I 
I. 

Mrs. Clinton: I don'tthink it isJ concern, lhave avery dift'erent view of that. I think ids 
maturing; I think that our relatiO~p is strong. Weha~:a positive ground for communication. 
Not only between our leaders but increasingly between many s~tors of society. So I think we 
are moving into a new phase wwlch isa g09d sign for the reJationship; Do I think personaijy that 
there should bemore attention tolhowwe canbelp R1:1ssia in this transition? I do. I think we 
should be focussing o~ effective assistance and investment that can make-a difference. We spent 
trillions ofdollars in the Cold wk. Now that we no longer are pos&( agajnst one another. I think 
we Should do aU we canto assistjRussia to become as successful as possible. For me that 
includes not only government to .government relatioilships but business to business relationships. 
citizen to citizen relationships. ' 'o/Jtat I have chosen to do is to highlight all ofthose many 
activities that make up the stuff ofdemocracy, and that create relatio~ps between people and 
help .them to learn from each o~r how to imJ)fove their own ~ives and give them a tea50nto 
have a stake in the future ofa democractic society. There'is always room for improv,ement. 
There will always be the need fo} cODStructive.criticiSm about how we ¢an work together better. 
'But I am very encouraged by w~t I have sem I thiflk that our relationship is very strong. 



4 

I 

I 

I 
Q: Indistinct· r . , , 

'A: I think that in the countries wJ visited there are very real signs of progress: AIe there 
grounds for l:riLici:>IIl? Yes~ and I kd the people traveling ~ith me raised concerns in private 
meetings. But at the same time, I lliink in the conversations we had and in the interchanges we, 

'had notpnly with )e~ but-~thl~ther members o~~e society, Igot,:the s~e~t tru:re has ", 
'. been progress. There IS an awareness ofthe goals bemgpursued and a clear W1derstanding of 

where people are falling short andlhow to remedy that. Americans are v£ryimpatient people. I 
': just Wis~ that we would all take a ~ baCk and just think. Ifwe ~re living ina sQciety thatju.<;t , 
, seven years ago forbade us to prnctice our religion, to vote to elect our leaders, to'travel freely, to 
"own property, and all the other tot~itarian prohibitions that people in these countries, including ,

I ' ,

: the leaders, had to 'exist with and the mindset they created. And suddenJy that cUsappeared. I· , 
'think if you take a longer, rustorlCy 

l 
iew, 'rather than. a.short telm, perspective that is fueled by our 

impatience:by whatwe wouJd like to see happen; what has.occurred in six years'is rather, , 
r

',remarkable.,What I. woitld li.ke to,~ee'ismore'understanding and support and encouragerryent for·' 
" the changes we,wantto see in alroft1iese countries and more assistance and investment from '. 
, , America both publicly and,privately. We should applaud what has,been done, whil~, at the same, ", 

--:"" time keep stres.<;ing the changestha~have t~de in ()rder for ,people to cOntinue on thepalh of ., refonn which theybave started. S6 it is a ba1~m:g act, but most of lite is. 1 don't think that , 
, lhert~ is an ab:;olute yes or no ans~J: when you look ,at wh~ these countries ar~ achieving 
whatwe wQuld want them to achier' unless we put itjnto a historic cOntext. 

Q: One thing you haven't talked about is the most obvious -,environmental degradation. 

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I have talked Jbout it. You are right that t haven't ~iven itthe same 
I " 

emphasis that 1 have some of the other issues. In part; it is just a q~estion ofwhat you emphSize 
and what you don't. Tn the ,meeting with women'Ieaders I had in A1maty, we talked about the 

,environment ondthe effect on health. problems. But it isn't meant to be any kind ofomission. It ' 
is justa matter of what we l:ould dJ with the limited time we had.' '", , , 
,,' , ',', , "l .,',', " , ' " 

Q: Is it because the environment is too broad an'issu~ or toc) complicated? 
, I,.' 

MIs. Clinton: No, no. There are a bmon things that 1 would like to ~ about, if! had more 
th3n'the limited lime I, was given. II would like to, go to' sites and talk about that. But at both 
health centers I tnlke4 about the environment, although not as much as I would like to have. 

, . .', : ' . . ' .' 

Q: As you finish up this trip, 
, 

were there any disappointments in what you saw here. Projects 
" 

iliat Wt:.TC disappointing; things that you will focus on ch:anging. ' 

Mrs. Clinton: . No, not iii that ,,,,;J. I gUess I1)Y disappointm~t woUld be, as the young woman 
at the university earlier this afiemodn said, Y.wi~h more Americans. both in tleci~ion-making 
positions and throughout bur societt would have more infonn.ation of and understanding about 
what is taking place in these countribs. I thlnk if we did have more exchange and more 
information so that people could-d.r~w a broader context about what is occuring, there would be 
more understanding of and support for a lot of the assistance an~ investment which I think we 

. , ', 'I' 
I. .' ... 



I 
I 

I 

. i, , ' 
, , I,',' ' ' .', 

should be making in these countries, because I think .it is not onJy in their interest but in our " 
interest. ". .' ,I ' , ' '.., ' .' 

I ' 

,Q: Do you think the, President should speak more about this? . 


'Mrs. CliIlton: ' I thiak he sp~aks lbout it qUite a lot. ~d many members ofhiS Administration' , , 
I '. ' 

, speak about it all the time. I doti't think it is Dot spoken about In the meetings in preparation for 
this trip. I received copies of ~y speeches by my husband or members of this. Administration' 
talking very specifically about wrt we should ,be doing. ' ' , 

Q: S~ why don't Americans get\the me!i!;3.ge? ' " " ' " .',' , , 

Mrs. Clinton: I don't know: Maybe that is a question for ~ ofyou to aru;w~r. I have read lh~ 
speeches. I have heard Jim CQIH.hs, Diek Morningstar, Strobe Talbott:' 1h8.ve sat in au.ctiences 
when they have made,these points over and over again. I rarely see those events on television or 

. read about them: It~ not as ~ramatie astalking.about'Some of the . problems. It is not as dramatic· 
, as having the popular m6vi~s paihi pictures ofwhat is going on in these coUntries. Very: ' 

gripping, but not necessarily accJrate . .I think it i::; ju::;t the difficulty that we in the United ·States'" , 
, havc in covering foreign affairs· i~sues and assistance in a broad based way so that more' , , 
'Ame~jcansget the new." that all of you are here covenng ,today. I think it is a real problem for 
'us.' The United States has amajo~ leadership responsibility. It has to be difficult tor people in 
our country to know what decisiJns have to be madcifthey c8O't get the information. I have ' 
heard many exe<::utives in our bro~dcast media and in the publishing world tell me that foreign 

. news doesn't sell I think it:is a p,oblem of our society. How we get information that will enable 
'us to'make good decisions. Maytk if you have anything to add; ,

!! ' . 

~bassador Morningstar: I will hIve you an example. T het very few ofyou know that Congress 
. in fact haS increased the omOW1t df assistance to the NIS in this year's appropriation. It went 
,from $625 million to $770 mi1lio~ dollars, we actually asked for $900,000. But gelling any kind 
of increase is really remarkable. given the present c1imate on the HilL That is because this 
Admiriistration, including the PrtJid~t,pushed for more assistance to the ms. 'There ~ll be 
more 'money iorRussiathis year.IT~e are still eannarks imposed. Idon't think there is enough 

, for R~sla but there win be all inCiase. ,:" ' ' . , ' " , . 

Mrs. Clinton: I want to thank cvc;ryone.I ' . , " , ' I . ,.,' 
Q: Can you tell us were you had your first kiss with the Pre$ident? . I " 
Mrs. Clinton: OnJywben 1 knowlyoubetter. 

Q: (Indistinct) ... 

1 

I. . .. . . ... . . . . . 
,A: She had asked me several,times in the conversations I had with her over the pa:;l four yeatS 

to come here. She and her husban~ talked about it with such toru:lness that 1 really felt it was a 


• I ' , 

, large part of their· lives, although they hadn't lived here since 1985. They met here and they , , ' 'I, ,', ., , 
f ' " 
I 
I 

I 

, . 

http:me!i!;3.ge


I, 

. ',I. " . 


manied here, raised their tamily here. She pointed out the houses she lived in as we were driving . 
, 'around. Tthink it is a natural tenaency when you feel str?ngly about a place to want to share it " , 

somebody. So when we started ~lanning this trip we said that we would do it if it would fit with 
her schedule. She rearranged her schedule because she wanted to meet me here; to take me to . 

. some of the plaoes, the restaurant. , thinJc it is a very personal sign of friendship. . 

M.rs. Chnton: Thank you so m~h. 

l,Q: (Indistinct) 
I 	 ' 

. 	 ,', . ' ~ , . ,',' . , 

Mrs. Clinton: Yuu woUld be surprised at the nwnber of speeches that the President has made on 

America's role in the world and ~pecificaJlyon foreign policy issues; the speeches that the Vice 

President and others 'iIi the Admihistration have made. ! don't argue with your point at 3.11 'that, 


'. ,certainly starting with Congress kfter the 1994 ele'ctions, there was much less interest. But that 1 

',. think is beginning to change too.1 I am actuaUy seeing an upsurge of interest among members of' 


Congress about all parts of the,world.. I'm hopeful that;that will come around.. ·1 was told that of 

, the Congressmen in the session dtarting in January, 1995, a hundred of them never had a, 

passport, They had.never been oftside ofthe United'States . .I know that the State Department, .. 
the NSC, and the White House used to set up briefings for members ofCongress about Russia, , 
or pick anotht:r issue anywhere i~ the world, ~dmembers would not attend. ' I think from that 

,point two and a half years ago [Olnow, we have made a lot ofprogress. 'The President and the, . 
, White House and people in.the Sitate Department really worked hard to interest members in 
visiting places, to meet other leaders. ' . , . . . I ".' 

Q:(Inclistinct) I . 


'. Mrs, Clinton:, It is somewhat IJethe criticism of the leaders oftrus countIy not accomplishing 
everything as' quicldy as we would like. Everyth,ing takes',time. Especially living in a time , ' 
'wberetherc is an increaSe in the ~ressure of time sensitiv~events, with twenty-four hour news' . 
cycles. There area lot ofthings ~oing on; it puts a lot ofpressure on people. Ifyou just take a 
slice ofwhat is happCning you nUght get a distorted View ofwhat is going on longer term. Now 
three years is not a long te~ btl! in that time 1bave seen in nlembers of Congress much more 
interest. Alloftbis takes more J.ork than I think it should. And I'm sure you agree from your 
perspective. But keep doing thJ best you can to get,the.infonnation out Raise people' s intere~t 

, and lets justUy to build a.constifuency. There is J;\O.doubl that the end of the Cold War led to' 
what ~an be called the collapse ~.opinion leaders interest in foreign affairs..There have been a 
lot ofpublic opinion su.rveys in the last couple ofyears that show that Americans at all levels of 
society just basically didn't pay ~ttention. We were left with this kind ofvacuum that you had. to 
refill, that you had. to make the~takeinterest You had to try to empbasize investnient and 
trade, which is not only a good substantive policy but a)~. a way to get people interested in what 

.' 	 goes on outside our borders. Thbre, iSolot that is being rebuilt in termS ofthe archit~cture of 
American foreign policy over th~ last six or seven years.' I am encouraged looking at it 9ver a 
slightly longer tenn.· I . " . " 

I . 
Thank you very much. End ofTranscript. " 


