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Transcrqlt ~First Lady Press Availability
Yekatennbuxg, Russia
November 15,1997 -

' ‘ Q (Ind1stmct) and secondly, xs thm, any concern about your secunty because of Imq”

- Mrs. Cllmton 1 don’thave anythmg to add to what the Pre::dent and other members of the
Administration have been: saymg over the Jast two days, especially the President’s statement
yesterday, and I have no concern about travel at aLl :

Q- M. Clinton, the media here in Russia havc been suggesting that you are not getting a
realistic vicw about the lives of women and children in the countries you are visiting. Are you
concerned at all that you a are petting a dlstoned view of the lives of women and children?

Mrs Clinton: I don’t pretend at all that I am getting a full view of what is gomg on in the places
that ] am visiting. I can’t get out and spend the time that | would like 1o, so I don't get into
people’s homes, into their work{ places or spend time with them informally. But I do geta
chance to go into a lot of diffcrent scttings, and over the years I have leamed to evaluate and
assess I think pretty carcfully. T feel that [ always learn something, and I come away with
information about what is oomg on in a society, despite the obvious obstaclcs to my being able to
feel that | am truly seeing evcrylhmg that I would see if I was not accompamed by all of you and
I were just on my own. I think that for me itis always a good learning experience, even though
you discount a lot of what you experience because of the circumstances under which I have to
travel. ;
Q There have been recent repcrts commg out of Waslungton about the Russxan govemment,
. which is referred to as a bandit govemment and corrupt, cspecially in its professmnal life. What
- 18 your as>e>smenl of that and will it have any effect on programs"

. Mrs. Chnton Iam goma o ask the experts to comment on lha.L ButI don't thmk that there is
any reason to worry about our AID programs or about our investments in Russia. Iam seeinga
. lot of positive changes, even in ]the years that | have been coming here, which is only three or
.. four now. 1think that when we look at what obstacles Russia is overcoming and facing, and how -
far it as a country has come in Just six short years, [ think remarkable progress has been made.
‘Now.are there going to be prob’lems in any human society that will have be eliminated or be
faced in development? Dxfﬁculnes that people will go through, moving through difficult
transitions? I think that goes wiuhout saying. If youlook at our history or that of any advanced
democracy today, and you can see that there are lots of difficulties along the path that have had to
. be overcome. SoIdon’t think g:hat we should expect Russia to be able to bypass all the problems
* that other countries, including our own, have had to go through. And I personally am quite
“encouraged by a Jot of the progrcss But I am going to ask Ambassdor Collins, Ambassador
Momingstar, or Ambassador C. 'mnney if they would Jike 10 comment. .

Amb. Collins: If I can say just

.ia word about the crime and corruption questibn. The first thing




lhat 1 would like to point out is t.hat the leadcrshlp of thls country itself, mcludmg President

Yeltsin, has identified the cnmmald and crime problem as a real priority. This is not a bandit

government; that is somcthing that we would not agree with. There are problems with crime. ‘ ;

Six years ago, seven years ago, the entire juzidient system of this nation came apart; they are M’«(M/ '

trying to put it back together agam It is going to take time.  The question is how they are "
dealing with it. The first and mogst important thing 1s (hat they have recognized it asa problem

- that they have to work on.
|

~ Amb. Mormngstar Let me just :Jay we don t 11ve ina perfect world Ccrtamly our systems ‘

" incrementally are better off dom§ it than not doing it. Our aid docsn’t go directly in cash

payments to the government of Russza but goes to programs. It seems to me that working on tax
reforms, for example, we are better off doing it than not doing it. The work thatwe doin -
connection with parmers}ups andlexchanges, we are certainly much better off doing it than not
doing it. Helping to finance small businesses out in the Regions, again we are better off doing it
than not doing it. So we have to look at'things on an incremental basis, understand that nothmg
1s perfect We haveto keep workllng at it, sﬁy engaged

o Amb ‘Courtney:’ Om' assistance programs and other efforts are designed to increase
transparency in the economy. ‘Precisely what we are doing i in the assistance effort is desxgned to
unprove thc ov::rall quahty of govemment and transparency and to correct these pxoblcms

1 Q (Indistinct) Despite our objccl.tions the Ru'ssian govemment has passed a Iaw‘r_cstricﬁng the
. 'free choice of religion. Some crmcs say.that (indistinct) ....the partnership is beginning to fray
between Russ1a a.nd the Umted States ‘ '

- Mrs. Clinton: s that a cntnc;tsm »?r a concern?
. . 4 . . -
A o i
Q: What would you say? |
S

Mis. Clinton: [don't thmk itis aI concem. I have a very different view of that. I think it is
maturing; I think that our relano:‘mh:p is strong. We have a positive ground for communication.
Not only betwcen our leaders but increasingly between many sectors of society. So I think we
are moving into a ncw phase which is a good sign for the relationship: Do I think personally that
" there should be more attention to‘ how we can help Russia in this transition? I do. I think we

- should be focussing on effective ass:stance and investment that can make a difference. We spent-

trillions of dollars in the Cold War. Now that we no longer are posed against one another, I think
we should do all we can to assist/Russia to become as successful as possible. For me that

includes not only government to govemment relationships but business to business relationships,
citizen to citizen rclationships.” What I have chosen to do is to highlight all of those many

© activities that make up the stuff of democracy, and that create relationships between people and

- help them to learn from each other how to improve their own lives and give them a reason to

" have a stake in the future of a democractic society. There is always room for improvement.

* There will always be the need fo'r constructive criticism about how we can work together better.
- But am very encouraged by what | have seen. I think that our reiatmnshlp is very strong




Q: Indistinct

Al thmk that in the countries we visited there are very real sipns of progress Arc there
- grounds for crilicism? Yes, and 1 ?md the people traveling with me raised concerns in private
. meetings. B3ut at the same time, I think in the conversations we had and in the interchanges we .
‘had not only with leaders but-with other members of the society, I got the sense that there has
" been progress. There is an awareness of the goals bemg pursued and aclear understandmg of
where people are falling short and how to remedy that. Americans are very impatient people. 1
" just wish that we would all take a step back and just think. If we were living in a society that just
- - seven ycars ago forbade us to pmct:ce our religion, to vote to elect our leaders, to'travel freely, to
‘own property, and all the other totahtanan prohibitions that people in these countries, including

- the leaders, had to exist with and the mindset they created. And suddenly that disappeared. 1

“think if you take a longer, historic Iwe:w rather than a short term perspective that is fueled by our
impatience by what we would like|to see happen, what has occurred in six years'is rather - ’
" remarkable.. What I would like to. seeis more understanding and support and encouragement for-
the-changes we.want to see in all of these countries and more assistance and investment from

: . America both publicly and. pnvatcly We should applaud what has been done, while at the same - .-

- time keep stressing the changes that have tc}’}fﬁde in order for people to continue on the path of

~ reform which they have started. So it is a balancing act, but most of life is. | don’ t think that

“there is an absolute yes or no a.nswcler when you ook at whether these countries are achieving
- what we would want them to achleve, unless we put it mto a hxstonc context.

. Q: One thing you haven’t falked about is the m_ost obvious — environmental degradation.

Mrs. Clinton: Well, I have talked about it. You are right that T haven’t given it the same
emphasis that 1 have some of the other issues. In part, it is justa question of what you emphsize
and what you don’t. In the: meetmg with women leaders I had in Almaty, we talked about the

. -environment and the effect on health problems. But it isn’t meant to be any kind of omission. It -
© 15 just'a matter of what we could do‘ with (he limited time we had. © .

Q: Is it because the environment i1s t00 broad an'issue or tog complicated?

‘Mrs. Clinton: No no. There are a lnillion things that 1 would like to talk abouﬁ if I had more
than'the limited lime I was given, I) would like to. go to sites and talk about that. But at both
~ health centers I talkcd about the env:ronment, although not as muoh as ] would like to have.

Q: As you finish up this trip, were there any dxsappomtments in what you saw here Pro_)ects
that were dxaappomtmg thmgs that you will focus on chang:mg ' ‘

Mrs. Clinton: - No, not in that scnse. I gucss my chsappomtment would be, as the young woman -
- at the university earlier this aﬁernoo‘n said, T-wish more Americans, both in decision-making
positions and throughout our socxety would have more information of and understanding about
~ what is taking place in these counmies I think if we did bave more exchange and more

- information so that people could-draw a broader context about what is occuring, there would be
more Lmdemandmg of and suppon for a lot of the ass15tance and mvestment which I think we

o



should be makmg in thcse counmcs becausc 1 thmk 1t is not only in their intercst but in our
mtcrest ' .

ﬂQ Do you think the. Presxdent should speak more about tins’?

Mrs. Clmton 1 thmk he speaks about it quite a lot, and many members of hxs Admunstratxon
_ " " speak about it all the time. I don t think it is not spoken about. In the meetings in preparation for
_ this trip, I received copies of many spccchcs by my husband or members of thxs Adm1mstranon ‘
lalk.mg very specifically about what we should bc domg o

A Q: So why don’t Americans geﬁ the message? :
. Mrs. Clinton: [ don’t know: Maybe that is a question for 411 of ‘ybu {0 answer. 'I‘ Mve read the

~ speeches. Ihave heard Jim Collins, Dick Morningstar, Strobe Talbott. | have sat in audiences
when they have made. these pomts over and over again. I rarely see those events on television or

" read about them: Its not as dramatlc as talking about some of the ‘problems. It is not as dramatic - -

as having the popula: movies paﬁxt pictures of what is going on in these countries. Very - :

gripping, but not necessarily accurate. 1 think i itis Juq the difficulty that we in the Umted States -

 have in covering foreign affairs i issues and assistance in a broad based way so that more - o
» Amencans get the news that all of you are here covering today. I think it is a real problem for -~

us. The United States has a major leadership responsibility. It has to be ditticult for people in
our country to know what decisions have 1o be made if they can’t get the information. I have
heard many executives in our broadcast media and in the publishing world tell me that foreign

- news doesn't sell. I think itisa plmblem of our society. Tlow we get information that will enable
'us to make good decxsmns Maybe if you have anything to add:

_ Ambassador Momingstar: 1 wﬂl nge you an example T bet very few of you know that Congress .
" in fact has increased the amount o'f assistance to the NIS in this year's appropriation. It went
from $625 million to $770 million dollars, we actually asked for $900,000. But gelting any kind
of increase is really remarkable, glven the present climate on the Hill. That is because this '
Administration, mcludmg the Prel.ldent ‘pushed for more assistance to the NIS. There will be .
more money for Russia this year. | There are still earmarks 1mposed I don t think there is enough '

~ for Russxa but there will be an increase. _ L

M.rs. Clinton: 1 want to thank cveryone. "

Q: Can you tell us were youl had )|'our ﬁrst kiss with the President?
N Mrs. Chnton Only when 1 knowl you. better

'Q (Indlsnnct)

Al She had a.sked me scvcral tu'nes in the conversauons 1 had with her over the past fuux years
_ to come here. She and her husband talked about it with such fondness that | really felt it was a
- large part of their lives, although lhey hadn’t hved here since 1985 They met here and they
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- M. Clinton: Thank you'so much.

L unchsnnc:)

- . B l ‘
j' mamed here raised their Ia.tmly here She pomted out the houses she lived in as we were dnvmg -
" ~around. T think it is 4 natural tenflency when you feel strongly about a place to want to share it
somebody. So when we started planning this trip we said thal we would do it if it would fit with

her-schedule. She rearranged her schedule because she wanted to meet me here; to take me to -
 some of the places, the restaurants. I think it is a very personal sign of friendship.

Mrs. (‘lmton. You would be suqonsed at the number of speeches that the Pres:dem: has made on
America’s rolé in the world and specifically on foreign pohcy issues; the speeches that the Vice

~ President and others in the Admxmstrauon have made. | don’t argue with your point at all that,

_ certainly starting with Copgress after the 1994 elections, there was much less interest. But that |

L think is beginning to change too.| [ am actually seeing an upsurge of interest among members of

Congress about all parts of the.world. I’m hopeful that'that will come around. ‘1 was told that of
 the Congressmen in the session starting in January, 1995, a hundred of them never had a |
passport. They had never been o{umde of the United States.. [ know that the State Depammmt
the NSC, and the White House used to set up briefings for members of Congress about Russia,
or pick another issue anywhere in the world, and members would not attend. I think from that
.- . point two and a half years ago to{now, we have made a lot of progress. “The President and the
. White House and people in the State Department real y worked hard to interest mcmbers in
- visiting placcs, to meet other leaders :

Q (Indxsunct) ; |

" Mrs. Clinton: It is >omewhat like the criticism of the leaders of this country not accomphshmg

~ everything as qmckly aswe wouild like. Everything takes time. Especially living in a time o
where there is an increase in the pressure of time sensitive-events, with twenty-four hour news
. cycles. There are a lot of things | goxng on; it puts alot of pressure-on people. If you just take a -
slice of what is happcnmg you might get a distorted view of what is going on longer term. Now
three years is not a long term, buli in that time 1 have seen in members of Congress much more '
interest. All of this takes more vieork than I think it should. And I'm sure you agree from your
perspective. But keep doing the best you can to get the information out, Raise people’s interest

- . and lets just try to build a consmluency There is no. doubt that the end of the Cold War led to

what can be called the collapsc m opinion leaders interest in foreign affairs. ‘There have been a
lot of public opinion surveys in the last couple of years that show that Americans at all levels of
society just basically didn’t pay attention. We were left with this kind of vacuum that you had to -
refill, that you had to make themE take interest. You had to try to emphasize investment and

. trade, which is not only a good substantive pohcy but also a way to get people interested in what
goes on outside our borders. There isdot that is being rebuilt in terms of the architecture of

* American foreign policy over th 2 Jast six or seven years. [ am encouraged looking at it over a

~ slightly longer term. . : ' S ' :

Thank you very much. E End of T;anséript. o




