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1 havc Just spent a wonderﬁll day in Be]fast And though my tnme here has been far too
i

brief, T am grateful for the Opportumty to join you at such a hopeful moment for the people of
| ~ Northem Ireland For the first nme m! more than 25 years leaders of your commumnes are

’_ meetm g and the world is waxchmg to 'see ththcr they W111 cnd a generanon of senseless kﬂhng
~ and forgea lasﬁng peace. ; [i{ .
| s

Today I have seen much evxdénce of why peace can and must be your destiny. Atthe -
| Umvers1ty of Ulster I gave the first ?ff a series of lectures dedlcated to the mcmory of Jc oyce
McCartan -8 tme heromc in this Ianid’s growing crusade to shake off the stifling bonds of

E 1
’ susplcmn and hate Afterward, T met ;wﬂh many of the women wllo have been and are workmg

’ very hard to bmld the peace that all falmhcs must have to thnve who have fOClecd moat of (heir

: efforts on helpmg the young people break the cycle of wolcnce Aud Just now, I have met a ‘

- group of young men and women who shared wﬂh me theu' own hopes for peace am%ﬁ:ture [add
' details here] ! o '
.
I want to thank the Youth Councxl for mvmng me here today It isan honor and a
A pn vxlege to c,lose a conference openicd by Gcorge Mltchcll and addressed by Mo MOWlam I
know that Gcorgc Mtchcll i8 bnngmg to the peace process the same Ureless cozmmtment to '
finding common ground for th; corfxmon good that hg.‘ brou ght to the United States Senate. And I

- am constantly amazed by Mo Mowlam’s extraordinary energy and dedication. You have already

. : i - X ) .
“heard such powerful voices for pro'gress‘and change that I am reluctant to add to them.
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I think it is very fitting that Ianclvude my visit to Northern Ireland at Waterfront Hall. -

~ Here, citizens of all backgroundé are comihg together to enjoy an evening’s entertainincnt,
_ exchangc ideas a.nd prepare for the chz‘ﬂlenges of the future. Just a fc:w years ago, t.hls would
have been unposs1b1e This magmﬁccnt new commmnty bmld.mg isa powerful symbol of what

_ Noﬁhem Ireland cap, bc and is becoxm‘ng.

No oﬁe group ’of Nosthern Insl%t will have & g;eateir influence on whefhef or ncﬁ: peace
tgkcs root and ﬂoﬁnﬁshes into the next jmillenﬁiuxﬁ than the youth we sgék to 'empowér and
»cm.:ourage today — or as you hav§ caII;ed them, Gcﬁcfation 2100‘0. I am very .pl.éased to be joining
so many men aad évoﬁieg who have ;::irﬁe togethér to m&e miré, ﬁmt these y_ohn g‘ people havé the i
_ opportunities and the skills to both sus}tﬁin and reap the béneﬁts of the permanent peace we all
hope is imminent.’ | N | |

S . ,

Your task will not be easy. A Il)hilbsq:hcr once said thai the d;aepest dcﬁnitidn of youﬁ

- is hfe as yet untouched by tmgedy If ’thls is 50, then thc young people of Notthem Ireland have -
at

never truly experienced youth | é neration has crossed into adulthood on streets httered 2
‘with broken bottlcs and burmng cars. Few have ever felt truly safe in their own nmg.hborhoods
, _thelr own homas, their own beds, Almost all have grown up to the sounds of gunﬁr And all
have struggled to fulﬁll their greatest potenha]s agamst the often sﬂent but per31stent plague of

o prejudice and blgotry, or as Seamus Ht!zaney putit, the “maneuvcnngs to ﬁnd oul name and .

school/subtle discrimination by address with hardly an exception to the rule.”




Agamst all these odds in an env1ronment barren of opportunity and smple peace, we.
have asked the members of {his genez?tmn to ﬁnd some way to thnve, to be true to th emselves
and contnbute theu‘ God-gwen ta.lcnts[ and abllmes to the buxldmg and sustaining of peace. Itisa

large responsxbmty Butl know that 1f this entu'e soc1ety pulls together to help all lts yOuth then ‘

) they will surely succeed.

i
=
1 know that there are representatlvcs from the govemment, busmcss and education

communities here today as well'as a conmderable conungent of young people themselves

, Everyone of you hes arole to play in tll‘us effort. Maay of you may already know that last year ] -
. wrote a book called Jr Takes A ‘Vfllagel. Its thesis is that 1o one can raisc a child on his or her

own, that we all have a stake in provxdmg every child the care and opportunity to thrive, and that -

almost every smgle action we take has an effect on thc lives of children. It calls upon all

'commumtles to at least recogmze the consequences of our actlons and place the welfare of our

young people at the top of thelr agendas I think this is especmlly true for the people of Northem

Ireland. The wclfare of your young pq:ople must be at the top of not only the govemment agenda

but-.every sector’s egenda. . ]
V | -
|

If we are gom g to expect this ;lgeneranon to say no to the ways of the past then we must

| work toge’ther to give them more thmgs say yes to.

~ They can say yes to the world of work when businesses, sehcole' and government come -

together to make sure every young person has the skills to succeed in the new global economy.




* .young people. N |
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They can say yes to school and job training when parents and educators and govemnment
work together to find innovative ways to address the needs of all smdenté, from those who are

|
excelling to those who are struggling.

They can say yes to getting to ,}mpw other young people from across the sectarian divide ~
when businesses, parents, and schools£ come together to sponsor integrated sports leagues and

other recreatjo-nal' activities. }
|
i .
They can sa)r yes to makmg fuends of dlfferent rehgwns and races when pdrents and

other adults resolve to b1te thexr tongues bciore passmg on old resentments and prqud:ces

|
|

Through all these efforts to expand oppomm.ltlcs for education, for rccreatxon, for .

employment for understandmg, you can demonstrate your faith in the abilities and future of our

|
1 .

I want to emphasize on behalf of Prcs1dent Clmton, that Amcnca w111 stand by you in an

thcse eﬂ'orts to help the pcacemakers of thc 21st century Amencan businesses, for instance, are

bankmg on the fature of peace and the talents of the young people of Nonhem Ireland And as

the peace progresses, moreAbusinessesiwﬂl come this land, bnngmg ever more jobs and

. ) |
~ opportunity. o

Finally, as food for thought, let me offer just a few examples of how we in America are

- working together to emﬁower our young people to prepa:re for the future and build bridges of

4



mutual undezrstandin g between diverse, communities. One of my husband’s proudest

|
’ ach:evemcnts as prcszdent was to crate a National Semce program called AmeriCorps.

Through Amchorps, thousa.nds of you.ng people across our counlry can earn money for college ,
by perfonmng public ser_vnce in their qommumnes. AmeriCorps members have worked in some

. o i o ) ) L
of our country’s neediest neighbothoo;ds tutoring children, caring for the sick and the elderly,

renovatmg cnunblmg homes and scho[ols They have led enwmmnmtal clean up efforts. In-

short, they havc made our commumtxcs better places to hve and work.

But not only are our communities benefitting, the young péople themselves are being

transformed by service. They are gax_'ung much more than college tuition fhey are gaining a

lgmter understanding of and belief mr the country they live in. By working side by s1de with

young people who come from all comm‘s of America, and workmg in communities they might

never have visited in their daily hvesl they are leaming lo respect and appremate the vast

.dlverswy of ideas and cultm,s that have made Americe strong. They are also gammg pnde and

self« steem from secing the dszerence they have made individual in hve‘: and neighborhoods.

 Asone young woman told me, ‘T fiever reahzed that I kad anythmg to nge until I volunteered to

serve.”

| And in America, we have learxled never to underestimate the value of fostering ﬁanl;.‘
diaIOgue hetwech &6ung people of gl'ea'tly differing backgrmmds.. Iul;t a’ few days 'ago I was in
my hometown of Chlcago to celebrate my 50th birthday. Wlnlc I was there, I visited some of the
landmarks of my chlldhood., mcludulxg ()rches!ra Hall the grand concert hall where in 1962 I farst
heard our great civil nghts leader, ﬂ:le Rev. Martin Luthcr ng, speak It was then that 1 began
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to form my own ﬁnderstaﬁding of tolerance and racial reconciliation, On my visit to that same

hall more than a quarter century later! 1 met a group of teenagers who had been brought together
: f : : C

by Facing History, a non-profit organization dedicated to rooting out prejudice and promoting

1

respecf for difference and diversity among our country’s young peoplc. The 'young men and

womén. came from all religious, ethn;i?c and racial bgckgrqunds. And before participating in the B
: progr@ thcy had little éontact_ with Il%eoplé who were different from themselves, living - |
complacently with the prejudices anclli harmﬁ;l stereotypes that had been passed on to them. But
- after regular meeﬂngs where they spoke ﬁ'aniﬂy to each«ot’her and bcgm to know each other as
individuals, not as abstract categgxiesi, ﬁ:eir prejudiccs had begﬁn to fall gwéy.‘ They now
realized that they had much more in éonnnon than ihey had thoughf,’ that Iﬁ'uch more united thém

than divided them.

Two years ago, when my husi:arid and I helped light the Christmas Tree at City Hall, I~
* read aloud some of the letters we had reeeived from the young people of Northern Ireland. |

Today, I"d like to echo some of theirhopeful words of pedée and reconciliation. A 12-year old

 girl wrote that she hoped the peace would be permanent, "‘tkhat"Catholic‘; and Prdtestants...would
be ‘able to wélk hand-in-hand and liv]e in the same areas’f-and thaf everyone would come to

 recognize that “it is the person insidc!: that counts.”

I know that we are much closcr today than we were two years ago to making that vision a

reality. Each ydung person here today? has the power to finish the job. You represent the future

of this ancient and storied land -- lhf:l true Northern Ireland of the 21st century. Dare to dream.

i

Your time to shinc has come. And vsffc will stand by you always.
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