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- I 

BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND 
- OCTOBER 31, 1991 ­

. I' - . 

1 have just spent a wondeIfW. qay in Belfast. And though my t:iIi:J.e here has been far too 

- I . - ­
. '. , . , I ,....... ' 

brief, I am grateful for the' opportunitX to join you at such abopeful moment for the people of 
. . . : -' - - 1 . . , ." , ' 

Northem Ireland. For the first time in more than 25 years, leaders ofyour communities are 
- . -- - - I -. .- - . . - . ­

'. meetin.g and the world Is watching to ;see whether they will end a generation of senseless killing 

i
and forge alasting peace. . I 

- 1 

j 
I - - -. . 

- 1-- - ­

Today I have seen much evidence ofwhy peace em and must be your destiny. At the 
I ' ­

University ofU1ster, -I gave the :first dfa series of leCtures dedicated to the memory'of Joyce
- - -. I - -

McCartan ,..- a true heroine in tbls l~d'S growi.ri.g crusade to shake .offthe stifling bonds of 

- - . - . 1 - - . - - - . _ ­

_suspicion and hate. Afterward, I metlwith many ofthe women who have been and are working 
- I· . - - ­

_- i - - - -' 
very har:d to build the peace that all families must have to 'thrive, who have focused most of lheir 
, -- . - I . . ­

- , I - ­
efforts on helping the young people break: the cycle ofvioleJJce. And just now, I have met a 

, I ' .p" . 
"group ofyoung men andwomen Whr sbaredwith.me their_own hopes.forpeace an'71future. [add 

- details here]'1 . 
J 

I 
.! . 

I 

I 
I want to thank the Youth cbuncl I for inviting me here today. It is an honor and a 

- . I _ .. 

privilege to close a conference opeded-by George Mitchell and addressed hy Mo Mowlam.. 
- - - . I ­

. I . , '. 
know that George Mitchell is brin~g to the peace process the same tireless commitll1ent to 

I ­

finding common ground for the caiman good that he brought to the United StateS Senate. And I 
i -'.. 

am constantly amazed by MoMow,lam's extraordinary energy and dedication. You have already 
- - - I . _ . 

. heard such powerfu I voices for pro8ress -and change that I am reluctant to add to them. 
. ~ 
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I 
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I think it is very fitting that I cl~clude my visit to Northern. Ireland at Waterfront Hall. 

Here, citizens of all backgrounds are Jo~g together to enjoy an evening's entertainment, , 

exchange ideas and prepare for the ch1lengeS ofthe future. Just a few years ago, this would 

bave been impossible. This magnifiC+t new community building is a powerfulsymbol ofwhat 
I ' , 

I 

Northern: Ireland can, be and is becomi;n.g. 
'. .,' ". ... I ' 

I , 

No one group ofNOlthern lrisB. will' have a greater influence on whether or not peace
'I ' 
, j 

takes root and floUrishes into the next Fllenmum than the youth wc seek to empower and 

encourage today -:- or as you have caWed them. Generation 2000. I am very pleased to be joining 
, , ,I, , , ' I ' , 

so many men and women who have come together to make sure that these young peop1e have the . I ' ' 
opportunities and the skills'to both s~tain and reap the benefits oftbe permanent peace we all 

hope is imminent. ' 

I.' 
I 

Your task will not be easy. A bhi1~sophcr once: said that the deepest definition ofyouth 
, ,I, " , 

is life as yet untouched by tragedy. Tflthis is so, then the young people ofNorthem Ireland' have, 
, 'I' 

never truly experienced youth: '_ .P ,,;b~ generation has crossed inio adulthood on streets littered 
, --'. '. . 

with broken bottles and burning cars. Few have ever felt truly safe in their own neighborhoods, 
, , , 

their own home$, their' own beds .. AInt0st all have grown, up to the soUnds ofgunfire. And all 
• 

have ·struggled to fulfill their grcratest ~otentials agal~st the often silent. but persistent plague of 

prejudice and bigotry, or as Seamus Hbaney put it, the "maneuvenngs to find out name and 
. . ' I· .. 

school/subtle disorimination by addresk with hardly an exception to the role." 

I 
I 

I 
i 
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Against all these odds. in an ehvironment barren ofopportunity and simple peace, we 
. ..' I'. .. 

have asked the members oHhis genexftion to find some way to tbrive~ to be true to themselves 

andcontribute their God-given talcn~ and abilities' to the building and sustaining ofpeace. It isa 
, 

large responsibility. But I know that jf this entire society pulls together to help all its youth, then 
. . • . I·. . . . 

. they will surely succeed. . 

I 
l 


. I 


. 1know that there are represent1atives from the goverrunent, business and education 

oommunities here ~y as well as a C~oside<able=tingentof young peopleihemselves. 

! 
.Everyone ofyou has a ~le to play in filS effort. Many ofyou may already know that last year I . 

. ~ote a book called It Takes AVillagJ. Its thesis is that no one can raise a child on his or her 
.' I .' 

. I ' 
oWn, that we an have a stake in pz:ovi1ing every child the care and opportunity totluive. and that 

. I 

almost,every single action we take h~ an effect on the lives ofchildren. It cans upon all . 

,COInmunities to at least recognize the ~nsequences ofour actions ~d place the w~lfare ofour 
, . I . 

young peopleat the top of their agendb. I thlnk this is especially true for ~e people ofNorthern 
. . I ' . 

Ireland. The ~elfare ofyour young p~ople ~ustbe at the top ofnot only the government agenda 
, . . I . 

butevery sector's agenda. 'I. 
I 

I '" 
Ifwe are gOin,g to expect this ~<meration to say no to the ways of the past, then we must 

i . 

work together ~o ~ve them more thin~s say yes'to. 
I 

I 
. They oan say yes to the world rfWorlc when businesses, schools and goveinment come . 

together to make sun: evet)' young perrn has the ,ldU. to succeed in the new global eronomy. 

I 

I 3. 
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• 
 , i . ' 

They can say yes to school and job training when parents and educators and government

I ' , 

I 
work together to fuid innovative ways to address the needs of all students, from those who are 

I . 
I 

excelling to those who are struggling. i 

I 

I 

I 
I 

, I 
They can say yes to getting to .floW other young people from across the sectarian divide 

. . I 

when businesses, parents, and school~ come together to sponsor integrated sports leagues and 

I ' 

other recreational activities. I 


, 

, ' I 

They can say.yes to making friends ofdifferent religions and raCes when parents and 

, ' I ' , " 

other ~dults resolve to bite their to:iJ.~es betore passing on old resentments and prejudices. 
, , I ' , ' 

! 
I , , 

lbrough all these efforts to expand opportunities for education, for recreation, fOT 
'I ' ' , ' 

employment, for understand'ing, you ~an demonstrate your faith in the abilities and future ofour 
" . 

, young people. 

I want to emphasize on behalfiof President Clinton, that America will stand by you 'in all 

these efforts to help the peacemak~ tfthe 21st century. American businesses, for instance, are 

banking on, the future ofpeace and th~ talents ofthe young people of Northern Ireland.. And as 
I ' 

•. I • . 

the peace progresses, more businesses; will come this land. bringing ever more jobs and 

opportunity. 
r, 

i 
I 

, '. ' II ' ' , , ' 
Finally, as food for thought. let 'meoff'er just a few examples ofhowwe in America are 

working together to empower our youhg people to prep~e for the future and' build bridges of' . 

4 




/. 

I 

I 


mutual understanding between diverse! communities. One of my husband's proudest 
. ' . 1 . . 

. achievements as president was to cr4e a National Semce program called AmeriCorps. 
. i 
Through AmeriCorps, thousands ofyqung people across our country can earn money for college. 

. . I . 

by perfonning public service in their ~oIrimunities. AmeriCorps members have worked in some 
. ,i . .' . 

ofour countIy's neediest neighboihoo~s tutoring children, caring for the sick and the elderly, 
., I. . .. .' I .' ". . 


renovatingcrwnbling homes and sch90ls.. They have led enviromnental clean up efforts. In'. 


short, they have mad~our co1nm~ti~ better places to live and work.. . . ' ", I .' 
. . . . 

Butnot only are oureomm~,l.. benefitting, the young people themselves are being 

Jraiisfbrmed by service. They are g~much more than college tuition. they are gaining a . 
. I. . 

greater11Ildm1lmding ofan4 belief;1 the country they live in. By working side by side with 

yoUng people who. come from all co~ers ofAmerica, and working in communities they might 
, I , 

. I. . 

never have visited in their daily livesl they are leaming to respect and appreciate the vast 

diveIsitYofideas and cultures that hive made America strong. They are also gaining pride and 

self~esteem from seeing the differenl they have made individual in lives and neighborhoods . 

. As one young woman told me, "I IIJer realized that I had anything to give until I volunteeredto 

serve." . 

And in America, we have le~roed neV~ to underestimate the value' of fos,ering frank 

dialogue "etwee~ young people of JeatlY differing backgrounds. Just a' few days ago, I was in 
I . .., . . 

my hometown ofChicago to celebra'te my 5~ birthday. While I was there, I visited some of the 
. I " 

landmarks ofmy childhood, inelUd~g Orchestra Hall. lbegrand concert hall where in 1962 I first 

heard our great civil rights leader, Je Rev. Martin ~uther King, speak. It was then that 1 began 
. j . . , . . . . 
.. I 5 

, . 
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. 	I 
I 
I 

to fOID1 nlY own ~e~ding oftol~rance and racial recOnciliation. On my visit to .that same 

hall more than a quarter ~entury lat~j 1~et a group of teenagers who had been brought together 
. I 	 . . 

by Facing History. a non-profit org~j7..ation dedicated to rooting out prejudice and promoting 
I . . 

respect for ~erence and diversity tong OUt country's young people. Theyoungmen and 

womcn came frOUl all religious. ethnic and racial backgrounds. And before participating in theI .. 	 . 

. program they h~d little contact with ~eoPle who were different from themselves, living 

I 
complacently with the prejudices and harmful stereotypes that had been passed on to them. But . . . . I . . 	 .. 

after regular meetings where they spoke frankly to each. other and began to know each other as 

individuals, not as abstract categori~, therrprejudices had begun to fall away. They now . 
I .. 	 .. 

J., realized that they had much more in boun11011 than. they had thought, that much more united them, 

I 


than divided them. . j 


• 	 I·
I 
, 

Two years ago. when my hus~arid and I helped light the Christm.as Tree at City Hall, I 
I 	 . 

. read aloud some of the letters we b.adrcceived from the young people ofNorthern Ireland. 

Today, I'd like to echo some ofthek hopeful words of peace and reconciliation. A 12-year old 

girl wrote that she hoped the peace ~ou.ld be permaIlent, "thatCatholics and Protestants ... would 

be able to walk hand-in-hand and livb in the same areas" and that everyone would come to . .. t 	 ... . 

recognize tbat "it isth~ person insid~ that counts." 	 . 

i 
I 

. I kn~w that ~e are much cloJcr today than we were two years ago to making that vision a 
I· 	 . 

reality. Each young person here toJy has the power to finish the job. You represent the future 
. . I 	 .. 

ofthis ancient and storied land --the! true Northern Ireland ofthe 21st century. Dare to dream.. 
. I 	 . 

Your time to shine has come. And ~e will stand by you aJways. 
I 
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