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The First L~dy Participates in' 
a Non-GovernmentJI Organization Town Meeting, 

Hostedhy the ui-als Women's Association 
. at. the Urals St~te Technical University 

Yekaterinburg; Russia 
I·November 15, 1997 ' 
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After the Governor of the Region, :Eduard RosseI, and Mrs. YeItsin made opening 
statements and thanked Mrs. Clintbn for her participation, Mrs. Clinton made the 
following comments: ' ! ' 

.: Thank you very inuch Mrs. YeltSi~•. Ever since I met President and~: Yeitsin they 
have been talking to my husband and me about. the Urals. And they'ha,ve also been 
taiking to me about this great univbrsity and how they met here. I understand there is 

, I ' 

a legend they may have first kissed behind one of these columns.' But that is a legepd. 
I want to thank Mrs. YeItsin for iJviting me here.. I want to thank the Governor for ' 

, . "- I . 

making me feel so very. welcome. I have already enjoyed myself very much. 1 don't 
think there is a sunnier place on rhbentire planet than right here, right now.' , 

, , I am also very honored to be here at this university which has so manyties with 
universities in my country and has produced so many important leaders for Russia. I 
also want t6 thank the Urals Women's Association and the many other women's 

, organizations represented here in ~his audience and in the balcony along with the 
students who are here. I am a verly big supporter of non- governmental organizatjons 
and the roles that they play in buil~ing and sustaining strong democracies. I think 
women's organizations are especihllY important in the world today, because so many 

, . I ' . 

,','of tis women are facing new and ?ifferent challenges that the ones faced by our, 
mothers and grandmothers. We think that these women organizations in the United 
'States are very important; and wd believe they are important in countries around/the 
'world and especially ,in a c?untrylsuch as Russia that, has so many well-educated. 
women who are dealmg wIth ne,. challenges., . , , ' . 

I . 
Whether they are women's organizations working on behalf of professions and 

, business women 'or women's orgbzations working on behalf of children and 
education issues, or women's organizations working on behalf of health care and 
environmental issues, theseorgarUzations are bringing women together to give voice to 
our concerns and help to' solve ptoblems that we see in society. I'am pleased that our 
government is supporting some dfthe efforts around the world even here in Russia' . 
that bring women together to dolall kinds of work at what we call the grass roots level, 
person-to-person. . . ' ." ,

, I . 
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There are ne~ i~sues that we will bb confrontit:lg, in addition to the ones that I 
mentioned. The United States Agehcy for International Development will be. 
increasing funds to support NGOs ~o combat family violence. We are.iookingfonyard 
to a joint conference b~tween the United States and Russia sometime next year where 
we will share models about how wJ can best work together to confrorit domestic . 
violence. But what I look forward to now is a'nopportunity to hear from you and 
learn more about, what is happening here in your country about issues that I feel· .• 
strongly. about in my owri couritry ~nd to look for ways that women in the United :. 
States and women in Russia can fin1d common ground and work together. Thank you 
very much.' 

Following Mrs. Clinton's statement several leaders ofwomen's organizations 
discussed a range ofproblems.in·R~ssia and· possible approaches to solve these. 
problems;·inch.idingjoint projectsJrith U.S. counterpart organizations. A Urals 
Technical University:student from ihe fourth year also spoke, pointing to the particular 
problems of students in todais Ruksia. She conchided"with the hope that Mrs. . . 

I . ' 

, '. Clinton would help students, from the U. S. and Russia meet and interact more. She 
also invited Mrs. Clinton and her d~ughter to the Spring Eestival of the University. 

The moderator; Chairperson of thJuraiS Women's Association, Deputy Minister of . 	 I ' 
Labor Galina Karelova, then opened the floor to questions. ' 

One woman asked bothPartiCiPafl:Js wh~t theywouldwish for thewomen ofRussia" 
those living not only in the great cities but in the smaller towns. Mrs. Clinton 

. responded that she would wish for!the women of Russia what she wis~ed for the 

women of the United States. " ... that is that each woman would have the opportunity , 

to pursue her own desires and hav~ the ability to achieve whatever she chooses, that 


.she ,considers best forher life. ThJi means that in my'country like yours I would wish' 
. 	 I" 

that each woman would be given the tools ofopportunity: good education, good' ' 
health care, access to credit, legal protections; 'that she have the love and support of 
her fa.riUly, both the family into wlllch she's .born and if she chooses to marry the f!ll1lily 
into which 'she marries; and that sdcietyrespect the.decisions that each woman makes, 

. ,I, 

'arid not impose what we think is right for any woman, but instead celebrate and use ' 
the many talents that different worhen bring to their lives and to their respective .
countries." Mrs. Yeltsin added th~t she would wish that "women both here and in 
Washington give more warmth, mbre soul, more heart, more attention to their families, 

, to their children." 	 . 

,	One student asked if Mrs. Clinton regretted that she herself had not become an 

independent politician at the highest level. Mrs. Clinton responded decisively, "No! 


'As important as the work my hustiand and President Yeltsin do, the most important 

person both in my country and in~our country is the,individual citizen:, I do not : 

believe that you have'to run for on hold elected office, like the Governor or like our 

husbands,·, in order to make a conthbtition to your 'society. What I have tried to. do, 

like what so many ofyou have triJd to do, is through my voluntary work and through 


. my professional involvement to trY to make conditions better, particularly for children, 

, but also for women and others. . j 


I 
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A studen~ posed the final questio*. She asked Mrs. Clirito~ about her educational 
. experiences. Mrs. Clinton noted that ,she had received a very good educ&tion from 
Wellesley College, foliowed. by fdur years of law study at Yale University: She said. ' 

, .'I ' 

that the most memorable things were that she got her law degre~ so that she could' be a 
lawyer and, like Mrs. Yeitsin, metl her husband at university,' "so 1 have many good .': 
memories about going to both college and law school. 1hope ~hat all ofyou who are 
studerits at this university are buil?ing up good memories as well as getting a good 

education:". .' ' ,... "1 . . '..' , . 

Then Mrs. Clinton thanked the m0der~tot and concluded: "Like Mrs. Yeltsin," 'she 
.said, "I feel we could talk for a v~ry long time about many, many ideas and conc~ms 
we have on our minds' and our hechts. I want to thank you for Coming here. 1 hope .. 
thaUhis will be just one ofmanydonversations that will take place not only among , ' 
women working for .causes.here iA Russia, but between American and Russian women , ' . 

, workingfor'the same kinds 6fgoJ.ts;and'dreams. Myhllsb~d Wail.ted me to come to ,,' 
Russia to send ,a. very clear messa~eto' all Russians that the United States will be.a' ' 

, friend and a partner and will work! together with you,as you move your'society 
forward. 'We look for the ,opportJnity to learn from you ways that we can 'also 

, improve our society~ ,We have ledrned democracy is a never ending effort. You do' 
not reach ~emocracy and th~n sa~.we ha~e fi, nished, y?U keep working on it every. ' 
day, That IS what we do and that lis what 1·s~e you domg, And we want to be your ' 
friend and supporter on this effort that we are both working on together. So 1want to 
thank Mrs. Yeltsin for being with !me in her home town, whichgives me a great warm 
feeling because of my,very strongIadmiration for her.. 1 want to thank the Governor 
who has been together with us duringthis entire session. And 1want to thank the ' 

. Womens' Associations and the uriiversity for allowing this to occur. Thank you very 
, much." ,,' . . I: ' . . _. '. '". . 

'. .," 
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·TEXT: U.S. FIRST LADY SPEAKS TO URALS WOMEN'S ASSOCIAnON IN RUSSIA" . 

· (November 15 remarks at toWn meetirig in Yekaterinburg) (2360) . .' . 


Y~katerinOOrg, Russia -- Speaking ad non-governmental organization town meeting hosted by
I . . 

the Urals Women's Association here November 15, U.S. First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
." stressed th~ importance of women's o~ganizationsthe world over in helping women face "new. 

and different challenges than the ones faced by our mothers and grandmothers. II . . 

Such groups ~- whether they work on pehalf of professions and business women, on behalfof. 
children and education issues, or health care and environmental issues -- "are bringing women 
together to give voice to our concerns and help to solve problems that we ~e in society," Mrs. 
Clinton said. . 

Governor Eduard. Rossel and Mrs. Bops Y eltsin-- whose home town isYekaterinburg, and who . 
met her husband at Urals' State Technical University -- madeopening:statements at the' event. . 

Mrs, Clinton said women's Organizatitare very important in the United States and "in ' , 
. . I 

countries around the world; and especially in a country such as Russia·thathas so many. 

well-educated women who are dealin~ with new challenges.'" .. ' . . . 


Answering questions from t~e aUdi~nle, Mrs. Clinton said she did not regret seeking p6litical 
office because" as important as the wJrk my husband and President Yeltsin do, the most .. 

· important person both in my country imd in your countrY is the individual citizen. I do not 
· believe that you have' to run for or hold elected office, like the Governor or like our husbands, in 
ordeno make a contribution to your iOCiety,,, , " ,',',,' ," 

She also said that President Clinton "wanted me to come to·Russiato send a very clear message 
to all Rlissians that the United States ~ill be a friend and a partner and will work together with 
you as you move your society forward~ We look for the opportunity to leamfrom you ways that. 
we can also iinprove our society. " .. . 

Democracy, Mrs. Clinton added, "is a never-ending effort. You do not reach democracy and 

..then say we have finished, you keep torking on it every day. That is what we do and that is . 


what I see you ·doing. And we want to be your friend and supporter on this effort that we are 

both working on together.~· .' . . .. / '.. . . . . ." .... " 


'. Following is the text of the Mrs. Clinton's remarks, which were prepared and released by USIS 
Moscow: . ' I .' '. . '.' . 

(Begin text) 

The First Lady Participates iii a Non-povernmental Organization Town Meeting 
Hosted by the Urals Women's Association '. .• . 
at the Urals State Technical UniversilY. 
Yekaterinburg, Russia 



November 15, 1997 

"Thank you very much, Mrs. Yeltsin' 
l 
Ever since I met President and Mrs. Yeltsin they have 

been talki'ng to my husband and me about the Urals. And they have also been talking to me 
about this great ,university and how thley met here. I understand there is alegend they may have 
first ki~sed behind one of these colw+s."But that is a legend. I want to thank Mrs. Yeltsin for 
inviting me here. I want to th3nk. the GovernorJor making 'me feel so very welcome.( have 
already enjoyed myself very much. I Idon't think there is a sunnier place on the entire planet than 

',J., ,"' right here"right now; 

'''I am also very honored to be here at this university, which hasso many ties With univeisitiesin 
my country'and has produced so many important leaders for Russia. I also want to thank the ',' 
Urals Womenis Association and the many other women's organiza#ons represented here in this 

, , I ' 

audience and in the balcony.along with the students who are here: : '. , ", . ' . . ' 'I . , ',' , 
"I am a very big supporter 9fnon-g0'lernmentaLorganizations and the roles th~tthey,play in' , 
building andsustaining;strong democracies.', I ,think women's organizations are especially.,. " 
importantin'theworldtoday, because! so. many ofus women,are facingnewand'different." 
challenges than the ones faced biour mothers and gnindmothers~ We think that these women: , 
org~zations in the United States are very,important, a:nd we believe they are important in 
cOWltries around the world, and espeCially in a country such as Russia that has so many 

-'; /. well-educated women who are dealin~ with new challenges. '" " , I' . i 

, "Whether they are women's organizations working on behalf ofprofessions and business women, ' 
,or women's organizations working onlbehalf ofchi.ldren and education issues, or women's , 
organizations working on behalf of health care and environmental issues, these organizations are' 

, bringing women together to give, voick to oui-concerns and help to solve problems that we see in 
society. I am pleased that our governlnent is supporting some ofthe efforts around the world, ' 

, even here in Russia, that bring womeri together to do all kinds Qf work at what we call the grass 
, , roots level,person-to-person. 

, ' 

"There are new issues that we wil~ be Icoitfrontlng: in ~itio~ to the .ones I mentionea, The 
Untted States Agency for International Development wIll be mcreasmg funds to support NOOs 
to combat family violence. We'are lobking forwardto a joint conference between the United 
States and Russia sometime neXt yearl where we will share models about how we c~ 'best work' 
together to confront domestic violencb. But what I look.forward to now is an opportunity to hear 
from you and learn more about what i~ happening here in your country about issues that I feel 
strongly about in my own country, ana to look for w'!-ys that women in the United States and , 
women in Russia can find common gtound and work together. Thank you very much." 

. Following Mrs.. Clinton's statement sl~ralleaders ofwomen's . organizations disCussed a rang~
ofproblems in Russia and possible ap~roaches to solve these problems, including joint projects 
with U.s. counterpart organizations. AUrals Technical Uillversity student from the fourth year, 
also spoke, pointing to the particular problems of students in today's ,Russia. She concluded with 
the hope that Mrs~ Clinton would hel~ students from the U.S. and Russia meet and interact mor~. 



She also invited Mrs. Clinton and her daughter'to the Spring Festival of the University. 

The moderator, Chairperson of thO uls Women's Association, Deputy Minister of Labor Galina 
. Karelova, then opened the floor to quertions. •. . ..... . . • ..... . . 

One woman asked both participants what they would wish for the women of Russia, those living 

,-. . not only in the great cities but in the sthailer towns. Mrs. Clinton responded that she'would wish 
"r. ,. 

for the women of Russia what she wished for the women of the United States: "That each woman . 
would have the opportunity to pursue her own desires and have the ability to achieve whatever . 
she chooses that 'she conside~ best Corlher life. That means that in my country, Iikeyours, I 
would wish that ea~h woman would be given the tools ofopportunity: good education, good .' 
health care, access to credit; legalprotJctions; that she have the love and support of her family, . 
both the family into which she's bOrn, imd ifshe chooses to marry the family into which she 
marries;:and that society respeCt the debisions that each woman makes and not impose what we 
think is rightf~rany,woman, but inste~d celebrate and'use the many talents that different women 
bring to their lives and to their respectire countries.'.' . . .. . .. 

Mrs. Yeltsin added that she would wish that "women both here and in Washington give more 
warmth, more soul; more heart, more ~ttention to their families, to their children." . . 

. Oriestudent askedif~; Clinton;.Jtted thatshe herself had not become an independent 
pO,litician at the highest level.' Mrs. Clin~on responded decisively, "No! As important as the work' 
my husband and President Yeltsin do, the most important person both in my country and in your 
country is the individual citizen. I do riot believe that you have to run for or hold elected office, 

, like the Governor or like oUr husbands) in order to make a contribution to your soCiety. What I . 
have tried to do, like what so many ofyou have tried to do, is through my voluntary work and 
through my professional involvement tb try to make cond'itions better, particularly for children, 
but also for women and others. , •. 

"What I find exciting'in my own country, ~dwhat I see happening throhghout Russia,. is how ' 
many individual citizens are taking'on ihese responsibilities and working to make their own lives 
better and working, as so many of you Fe, through non-governmental organi~tions to make 
your society better. During our more than 200 years as a democracy we have had many good 
leaders, and leaders that were not.so,gO:Od: but we ha~e always ?ad .citizens that were wil1in~ to 
work hard to solve problems. I think that IS the most Important Job In a democracy,and that IS the 
job I enjoy doing." 

The President of the regional organization, "Christian Wo~an," and a representative of the 
. I ' ' 

United Methodist Church's "Return to Christ," asked the next question. She said that her church 
, had a sister relationship with achurch i1n Little Rock, Arkansas and asked what Mrs. Clinton 

would suggest as the best way for churbhes to 'work with disadvantaged families. 

Mrs. Clinton said she is a MethOdistanh kne~ the Little Rock church mentioned because the 
pastor was the one who 'had offiCiated Jt her wedding. "I believe,".she said; "that there are many 
opportunities for not only Methodists blut people ofall religions to do more on behalf of the poor 



'. 


in my country and in your country. Some of the work that my church and other churches that I 
know ofhave done include colle<;ting:clothes and food for poor people, both during the year and 

',during the holiday season around Christmas; trying to be ,sure that families with children with ' ' 
disabilities or medical problems get ~e help they need; working for the old and the pensioners 
who cannot get out and do work for tHemselves, such as buy food and perform other errands that 
they need during their day; and gener.illy seeing the poor among us as God's creations and being 

~, ; I, respectful and helpful whenever we cJ.n. So I wish you Well in your work with your church." 

Astud~nt leader asked Mrs. Clinton L she would visit other regions ofRussia, or could 
she stay longer in Yekaterinburg. Mr~. Clinton replied, "Thank you for that iqvitation. I wish I 

" , , I ,,' , , " 

could stay longer here, but tomorrow I go to Novosibirsk: Since I have now received many kind 
'invitations, I hope that I can return and that my husband andmy daughter Chel~ea can corne with 
me. 

, fllagree with your fellow student. Many Americans do not know enough aboutRussia'and what, 
is' going on inRussi~ today. So lwant! even more Americans to com~ to Russia and even ~ore ' 
Russians, to go to the United States so Ithatwe get to know each other on a very personal level, , 
because we have so much incornrnon,and we ,have much: work to do on behalf ofour countries, 

'and on behidf of the world. So I hope ~hat all ofyou will 'get to visit my country, and I hope that 
, more of my people and my friends will get to visit your country in the years ahead." 

A woman from a veterans' organlzatiJn asked if there ~ereAmerican women veterans' 
, organizations., Mrs. Clinton thanked her for the question. "We do have many women veterans, 
and wehavejiIst in Washington,D.C.I,opened a very large monument to allour women veterans 
from all of our Services from the beginning ofour country. We are trying to honor the " 

, ,contributions ofwomen who have setved in the rnilitaryin the past, and my husband has wprked 
, I '" ' 

hard to open up the Unit~dStates militafy so that more women can do morejobs in the, various ' 
branches of military service.'" , , 

. . .. 

" A Student posed the final ,question. She asked Mrs. Clinton abouthe~ ed~cational expeIjences. 
" The First Lady noted that she had recdiv~d a very goodeaucation from Wellesley College, , 
, followed' by four years of law stUdy a~ Yale University. She said that the most memorable things 

were that she got her law degree so th~t she could' be a lawyer and, like Mrs. Yeltsin, met her' 
husband at university, "so I have man~ good memories about going to both college anala~ , 
school. I hope that,all ofyou who are students at this university are building up good memories 
, as well as getting a good education. II ' 

, 

Then Mrs. Clinton thanked the moderator and conCluded: "Like Mrs. Yeltsin, I feel we could 
, talk for a very long time about many, tnany ideas' and concerns we have on our minds and our 
hearts. I want to thank you for coming here. I hope that this will be just one of many 
conversations that willtak:e place not boly among women working for causes here in Russia, but 
between American and Russian womdn working' for the same kinds ofgoals and dreams. ' , ' 

, , ' ", , , I " " , .,,' ',', ,..' " " , 
"My husband wanted me to corne to Russia to send a very clear message to all Russians that the 
United States will be a friend and a pker and will work together with you as you move your 



'. 

. (". 

" 

society forward. 'We look fO,r th~, oppertunity to learn from you ways that we can also improve ' 
our society. We hav~ learned democr~cy is a never-ending effort. You do not reach democracy 
and then say we have finished, you kebp working on it every day. That is what we do and that is 
what I see you doing. And we want td be your friend and supporteron this effort that we are 
both working on together. : 

"So I want to thank Mrs. Yeltsin for being with me in her home town, which gives mea great, ' 
warm feeling because of my very: strorlg admiration for her., Iwant to thank the Governor, who' 
has been 'together with us during this e1ntire session. ,And I want to thank the Women's 
AssoCiations and the university for all~wing this to occur~ ,Thank yoy very much." 

(End text) 


