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UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT:'FIRST LADY'S SPEECH IN LVIV, UKRAINE 11117. 
(Speaks at monument to victims of}ommunist repression) (1270) , " , " 

, ' j: " " 
, Lviv, Ukraine ·-Th~ U.S. First Lady honored the victir~ls ofcommUnist repression in Ukraine 

" I " 
with a speech here November 17 at the monument dedicated to their memory. , 

.• :'Even in face of unspeakable hO~~ the people of Ukraine and othersIiving under Soviet 
domination did not give up.lnsteadl you found the best shield against oppression, you started 
down the road to democracy," Hill~ Rodham Clinton said., ,', , , , ' " 'I i " ",. 

In Ukraine '''we have found them, ~ose citizens who work' in the name 6f truth, those who push, II ' 
forward with strength, and those wlio fought for and sometimes died for freedom." . , 
, , ',: II," " , " ,', ' 

Mrs. Clinton added that "there is n9 freedom when you cannot speak your own' language, 

practice your own religion, chooselrour own leaders, or make your voice heard without fear. 

There is no freedom if you ,use yowj power only to protect yourself: Ifthe history of this century, ' 

teaches us anything, it is that if thel human dignity ofany person or group is compromised, then ' 

the human dignity ofus all is comptomised as well.'"'' " , 


She told the Ukrainians th~t "the lherican people will stand With yo~ and as you undergo the 

hardships or'this histori~ transitionl~at you are accomplishing here in your country. We know 

that the road you have chosen is a difficult one, but it is the right road and we will walk that road 

with you, now and into the next ce~tury and millennium." " ' 


Following isan unofficial transcriJJ of Mrs. Clinton's speech: 
, ", I 

(Begin transcript) 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON SPEECH AT THE MONUMENT TO THE'II' " 
VICTIMS OF COMMUNIST RERRESSION 

LViv, UKRAINE, NOVEMBER'1~, 1997 -,


" , , II ' 

Thank you very much to the ~ayoH to the Minister, and t~ Mrs. Kuchma. ' 

I am ho~o~d to join yo~ today. I ~vecome h';".in the spirit ofone million . 

Ukrain ian· Americans , who even wHen it was hard, always hCid faith that one day freedom would 

triumph in their homeland. /1' ,",' " ' , ' " " 


, , ,Ii" , .' , ' 
, And I have come.here on b~hCllfoflry husband~ the President of the, United States, to send a 

message embodymg the flags of oW; two countnes. In your fight for freedom, your fight for ' 
democracy, the American people Jill stand with you. ' " , , 

Just 18 blocks from the White Hou~e in Washington there is a monument to your great poet and 
:nationaI leader, Shevchenko, built ~~ a time when Ukraine was still a captive nation. 

'. , , I ." . .... I .."... .. 
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· This m~ming I visited another mo~ument ofShevchenko, this one built in yoUr free nation.. 

" ' '.' 'II". '. '. ' 
It was Shevchenko who wrote, IIIn your house you will find them, truth and strength and . 

, freedom. II In your home of Ukrain~, we have found them, those citizens wh~ work in the name of 
truth, those who push forward withIstrength, and those who fought for and sometimes died for 

freedom. , I ' . , 

Because you know that there is no freedom when you cannot speak your own language, practice 
· your own religion, choose your owA leaders, or make your voice heard without fear. There is no , 
freedom if you use your power Pnl~ to protect yourself. If the history of this century teaches us 
anything, it is that if the human dignity orany person or gro1,1p is compromised, theri the human . 
dignity of us all is compromised as rIl.· .. .. 
We must aIways.Iisten to the vOiJIof those who this extraordinary, PQwerfu( memorial honors. 
One of them' is a 36 year-old man, ~hot and killed more than 50 years ago at Prison Number 1, 
which.'was once J·Ust behind me. N~*t to the monument is a wreath addressed,to him..The .wreath ' 

'II '. 
reads:'IIOurdearf~ther.:'.gran~father.:great-grandfather.. and brother. II . ' 

·These are 'the voices of~ntire genJJtions. But I also heard the voices of freedom when I visited 
II 

the Gilad' Synagogue earlier today. [The Nazis turned that holy place into horse stable and left a 

·signature of bullet holes in the ceili~g. The Soviets used it as a war~house. .... . 
, II '. ' . ..'.. , 
, ~odaY"i; is a beautiful sy~agogue wliere the people can once again worship freely and where the 
JewishcomrtlUnityand the freedom1bfreligion have been reborn, as all of Ukraine haS been 
reborn. ,;. ' . ' I., " .'. '. 

" .. .' 
I hear thes~ voices of freedom in the legacy of the millions of Ukrainians who lost their lives in ,
.' . ,I '. .
the famines imposed by Stalin, those, "harvests of sorrow. II '. ' 

I hear th~se voicesof freedom in thJlstOryOf an infant whose family was banished to Siberia, her 
three uncles killed~ simply for advod~ting an independent Ukraine. Today Larysa Krushelnytska 
directs theStefanyk Scientific Libr#, where the best literature, once banned for many of us, is 

nowaccessible to. all people. ..1. . .. .. .. . ..,... ... . . . 

We.hear these VOiceS of freedom when we look at the memonal, here m this square -- a noble gift 
f~om the victims, their families;arid 6bmmunity groups. VIe see a body twisted by communist 
oppression, but we also see a courag~ous spirit that seems to say 'Twill'not give up, I will carry 
on,lI , ". '1. . 

Even i~ face of unspeakable horrors,1 thepeople of Ukraine and other~ living under Sovie~ . 
domination did not give up. Instead,IYou found the best shield against oppression, you started . 

,down the road to democracy -- including free and fair elections. But the journey is far from over. 
'. . . '. II' ..' .. 

Because 'democracy does not end with a constitution or the right to vote. As we have learned in 
. I . 

my country for more than 200 years, democracy is a never- ending struggle that we must grapple 

'I 




..• 

with every day. Yes, gove~entcan hav~ laws to protect our most cherished institutions and 
freedoms. But if we, in Ukraine aA~ in the United States, want democracy and freedom to thrive, 

.. 	 then we must build a civil society Uhere democratic values live in our hearts and minds, where 
people stand up for what is right, aHd where the rule oflaw, not the rule ofcrime. and corruption, 

prevails. . .' . '. .' . I '. . .. . . '. . . ..... 
, . Dem~cracywill thrive also only if1+e~~e our ~thnic diversityas a fo~e n~t t~ pull us apart but 

. to bnng us together, as you have done m Ukrame. An(j democracy WIll thrive If women are full 
participants in every asPect of soCi~~ aild if the people of Ukraine continue to forge an 'alliance 
'ofvalues of the democratic coinmJrUty of nations. . ' . 

. And ultimately, democracy 'will J~e ifwe act now to jnvest the next generation, because it is 

our young people in both ofour coJntries who will determine whether we honor the past by 


, creating a di.fferent kind of future f6t thenext·generations. " ," .. •
.' II ' 	 . . " ' 
, ,It is our. youngpeople~who will deteimine whether y~u create a free and prosperous Ukraine, a 

Ukraine that allows all citizens to n!~ch·their.God-'.given potential, and a Ukraine that brings our, . 
II 	 " 

countries.together; the way .we stand \ here today and will stand t~morrow.;:, ,'. ' " 

I """'tyou to know that the Ameri~ people will staruhvithyou; and as you undergo the 
hardships of this historic transition iliat you are accomplishing here in your country. We know 

II 	 .' 

that the road you have chosen is a difficult one, but it is the right road and we will walk that road 
with you, now ~d into the next ceni~ and millenniUm. Because America has faith arid " 
confidence in the people of UkraineJ 'and as we have learned from the many contributions of 
Ukrainian-Americaris, we have seen that you will be successful in creating a democratic, , 

, prosperous, stable Ukraine.. ' 'I .' . .,'' ' " ,
'II "" 
'. A~my hu~band said the last time we were in Ukraine "God Bless America" and "Slava UkrainL", II 	 ' 

. ' .1 ' ' " '. . , ' 

'~~~" ' 
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First ,Lady Hillary Rodham' Clinton Speech at the Monument to the Victims of Communist' 

Repression, ' ' ' " "1 ',,' . . '" ,', 


Lviv. Ukraine, November 17, 1997 

, , 

~ '. Thank: you very much to the May'or, the . Minister, and Mrs. Kuchma, . ' . / I ' . 
I am honored to join you today . I have fPme here in the spirit of 1 million Ukrainian-Americans, who 
even when it was bard. always bad faith that one day freedom would triumph in their homeland. 

" ' ' , " "I " " , ' ' . 

AndI h~ve co~e here on behalf ofn:i.y.~usband. the President of the United States to send a message'. 
embodymg the flags of our 2 countries. In your fight for freedom, your fight for democracy.. the 
American people will stand with youl, ,'., '. . , ' 

" Just 18 blocks·ftomthe \VhiteHousl in Washington there is a monwn~nt to your great poet and 
nationall~adeT. Shev~henko. bu~lt at , time when Ukraine ~at; :5til1 a captive nation.. .... , 

This m·om.ing I visi~d another monu1ent of Shevchenlro, this one built in your free nation. ' '. . . . Ij. ". '. . .' 
Ii was Shevchenko who wrotet "in YOllr house you will find them. trufu and strength and freedom.'.;. ,II .. . 
In your home ofUkraine, we have found them, those citizens .who work in the llame oftntth, those 

, I .' 

.who push forward with strength'. arid those who fought for and sometimes died for freedom. 

" " I ..' 

Because you know that there is no ~Iom when you cannot speak your own language, practice your 
own religion. choose your own leader's or make your voice heard without fear.. There is no freedom 

. ifyou use your poWer only to protect! ~·ourse1f. Ifthe history of tbiscentury teaches ,us anything, it ' 
is that ifthe human dignity of any pe&n or group is compromised, then the human 'dignity ofus all 
is compromised as well.. " I '. . . ." .', ,.' .' '... 

... ' .'. '.. . ','.. : .' I' ,'."'. ..., ,..., , .' 
. We must always listen to the voices of those who this extraordinary. powerful memorial honors. 
One ofthe~ is a 3~year-old m~, sh9f and killed ~ore thm SO years ago .at ~son.Number 1, which' . 
:as once Just behind me. Next.to thflmonument IS a wreath ad~ssed to, him. The wreath reads: . 
our dear father ... grandfather.." grejt-grandfather .. and brother. . . " " 

These are the voices ofe~tire generatil:llS. But I also heard the voices offreedom when J visited the. , . 

Gilad Synagogue earlier today. The Nazis turned that holy place into horse stable and left a signature 
ofbullet holes in the ceiling. ,T;he Sb~.ictsused it as a warehouse. . ..' 

. ' . /'/" . : .. '." " , , , 
To~ay his a b~autiful synagogue~her~~e people can once again Worship ~ly and where the 


JeWIsh commWllty. and the :freeslom of rehglon have been reborn. as all ofUkrame has been reborn. 

. /1 ., . . 

I hear these voices offreedom in the Jegacy of the millions ofUkraiuians who lost their lives in the' 
, , ", I'

famines imposed by Stalin. those "nftr,!ests ofsorrow." 



I hear these voices of freedom in the story ofan infant whose family was banished to Siberia,' her 
three uncles killed, simply for a~voc~ting an independent Ukraine. Today Larysa Krushelnytska, 
directs the Stefanyk Scientific Libiary .lvhere the best' literature' once barmed for many of us is now 
accessible to all people. I ' , ' , 

We hear these voices of freedo~ whe~ we 'look at the memorial. here in this square - a noble gift 
from the victpns, theil: families and Icommunity groups. We see"a body twisted·by communist 
,oppression but we also:seea 'COur3geoilS spirit that seems to say "I Will not give up, I will carry on.l) , 

Even in face ,of urup~ble. ~~~JJ> the peoPl~ of Ukrain~' ~d others living under Soviet 
dOrhmation did not 'give up" Instead yoti found the best shield against oppression, you started down " 
the road to democracy inciuding nee Arid fair elections. But the journey is fill' from over: ' , 

' d'·th II, ' . . "the', h t As ha I d .Because democracy does not en Wl a constitution or ng t 0 vote. we ve earne In my 
country for mow'than 200 years,demperacy is a never ending Struggle,that we must grapple with 
every day. Yes. government can have l~ws to protect our most cherished institutions and freedoms. 

"II ' ' , ' 

, But ifwe, in Ukraine and in thcUniteel ~tates, want democracy and freedom to thrive, thenwe must,' 
, build a civiLsociety where democratic yalues live in our hearts 'and minds. where people stand up 

for what is right and ,where the nile of law, not the rule ofcrime and cOrruption prevails. 
I ' 

Democracy will thrive also only ifwe use our etbnicdiversity as a force not to pull us apart but to 
bring us together as you have done in Ukraine: Arid democracy'wilJ thrive if women are full ' 
participants in every aspect ofsociety ,~d ifthe people of Ukraine continue to forge an alliance of 
values of the democratic community drnations.' 

" " 'I' 
And ultimately democracy will thrive ~fwe act now to invesfthe next geileration"because it is our 

, , young people in both ofour countries ~~ho will deter,mine whether we honor the past by creating a 
different kind of future for the next ge,lierations. 

It is our young people who Will dete~ ",bether you create :a free aruf prosperousU!aa;"e, a 
Ukraine that alloWs all citizens to !eaRp. their God given potential, and aUkraine that brings our ' 
countries together, the way we stand here today and :will stand tomorrow. " , 

J ~ntyou to know that the American JLp'e will stand with you, and as you undergo the hardships 
ofthis histori~ trm:sition that you ~.ac~mpIiShing here in you:r countrr~ We know.that the roBd you 
have chOsen 1S a difficult one, .but :It ls1lie nght road and we Wlll walk that road WIth you, now and 
into the next century and rnillenruum.IBecause A:lnerica has faith and confidence in the people of 
Ukraine and as we have learned frOm ili~ many contributions ofUkrainiari-Americans, we have seen 

"that you will be successful in creating ~ democratic, prosperous, stable Ukraine. , ' 

As my husband said the last time:we Jlre in Ukraine "God Bless ~erica;' and "Slava Ukraini.". 

F:\FLOTUS\monument. wpd 


