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l ' ,
, I want to tbank President and Mrs. Nazarbayev andtbe people of Kazakbstan for 

tbe warm welcome and generous bo~pitality webave received in our sbort time here. i have, . , 

come to Kazakhstan and to Central Asia to reinforce the young.butstrong ties betWeen our 
countries...to witness firsthand the imdressive progress you are making in moving toward civil 
society and an economy centeredarouhd open markets and private enterprise ...and tO,see'what 
more we can do with :you inpartnershi~ as you build a strong, stable, free future .. 
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All overtbe world, democracy is advancing. But democracy witbout tbe ' 

participation of women isa,contradiction in terms. And women cannot participate in 

democracy unless they have access to ~hat I call the tools of opportunity :.- legal protections, 

education, credit,and quality healtb +"re., . . 


ihis center makes it clear tbJt quality bealth care means comprehensive~ealth, . .' , 

care. Building on four years ofwork here in Almaty, the center will focus on education, . 
screening, and ~reven~ion: It will '~elp :the.wom~? ofKaza~stan safe~ard themselves against 
sexually transmitted diseases. It wlll provide tntlcal screemng for cervical and breast cancer. It 
will· provide pre-natal and counseling ~ervice~ for women in all stages of the reproductive health' 
cycle. And it will offer a wide, range offamily planning services; helping Kazakhstan to continue 
to reduce its high rate ofabortion [doJn 25% since 1992,when USAID came in.] By providing 
the resources' to deal9penly and candi~ly with the risks ofalcohol, tobacco, poor nutrition, 
narcotics, and' violence agairistwomerl both inside and outside the home; this center will'enable 

, ".' I • . 
. women to lead longer, better, more se~ure hves. [talk about what you saw?] . ' 
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The work done bere will reach far beyond tbese doors. When women are healthy, 
children are healthy, families arellle~lthy, and countries 'are health. I hope this center will 
work to educate and raise awareness atnong men, so that they, can take a more active role in the' 
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birth and care of their children. And I hope it will convince wom~n -- most ofwhom work· 
outside the home and care for their fainilies -- that they must look after their own health. 
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This well ness center is a testament to tbe commitment and dedication of doctors and 

nurses tlllroughoutKazakhstan: As ~ American, I am particularly proud to be here because of 
the. extraordinary partnership you,hav~ forged with medi~alprofessionals and'hospita,ls,in 
Tucson, Arizona. I am delighted, that tpere are representatives from Tucson here today. I thank 
them for their work and I'm sure they would attest that they have learned and gained as much' 

. from this experience as they have give'n. ' 
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I am also proud of tbe rQle tJe American Intern~ti~'nal Healtb Alliance and tbe 
United States Agency for Internatiohal Development bave pla):'ed in tbiseffort. As many of 
you know,this is one of 13 wellnesscbnters in the New Independent States -- all based on a 
model ofcomprehensive health care cteatedby the Aalliance. Finally, I would like to make, , 
special mention of the contribution ofInon-governmental 'organizations to this· effort -,:' and of the " . 
role the.A.mericanpeopleandAmerictn companies have played ihc~ntriboting supplies through ' 
the U.S. government's Operation Prov.ideHope. I hope the people ofKazakhstan will see these 
medicines and materials as I do -:. as al clear demonstration that the American people care about 
the people ofKazakhstan during this Historic transition. 

, .I, . 
But tbe opening of tbis cente~ is most of all a tribute to tbe people of Kazakhstan. 

The Almaty City Health Administratibnhas provided the space for thiS center and made its 
construction possible. The citywill al~o keep the center running. Together, you are building a, 
strong foundation not only for the health of your people, but for the fuitire ofyour country . 
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