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' from this expenence as they have glvén.
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NOVEMBER 12, 1997

" Acknowledgments: From advz'mce.

" I want to thank President and Mrs. Nazérbayev and the péople of Kazakhstan for

_the warm welcome and generous hospitality we have received in our short time here. I have

come to Kazakhstan and to Central Asia to reinforce the young but strong ties between our
countries...to witness firsthand the impressive progress you are making in moving toward civil
society and an economy centered around open markets and private enterprise...and to see what
more we can do with you in partnershlp as you bulld a strong, stable free futurc
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All over the world, democracy is advancmg But democracy wlthout the -
participation of women is a contradlictlon in terms. And women cannot participate in
democracy unless they have access to 'Iwhat I call the tools of opportunity - legal protectlons
education, credlt and quallty health care. : .

Thls center makes it clear thzlxt quahty health care means comprehensnve health
care. Bulldlng on four years-of work here in Almaty, the center will focus on education,
screening, and prevention. It will help the women of Kazakhstan safeguard themselves against

- sexually transmitted diseases. It will provide critical screemng for cervical and breast cancer. It -

will provide pre-natal and counselmg §erv1ces for women in all stages of the reproductive health”

~ cycle. And it will offer a wide range of family plannmg services, helping Kazakhstanto continue

to reduce its high rate of abortlon[dowf'n 25% since 1992, when USAID came in.] By providing
the resources to deal openly and candi(tlly with the risks of alcohol, tobacco, poor nutrition,
narcotics, and violence against women both inside and outside the home; this center will enable

‘'women to lead longcr better, more secure lives. [talk about what you saw?]

The work done here wnll reac‘h far beyond these doors When women are healthy,

children are healthy, families are healthy, and countnes are health. [ hope this center will
~ work to educate and raise awareness aI'nong men, so that they can take a more active role in the -
* birth and care of their children. And I hope it will convince women -- most of whom work -
- outside the home and care for thelr farimllcs -- that they must look aﬁer their own health.

. This wellness center is a'te’s‘i‘ameni to the commitment and dedication of doctors énd
nurses throughout Kazakhstan. As an American, I am particularly proud to be here because of
the extraordinary partnership you have forged with medical professionals and- hospitals in

- Tucson, Arizona. | am delighted that there are representatives from Tucson here today. I thank

them for their work and I’'m sure they would attest that they have learned and gained : as much-
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I am also proud of the role th}e American Internat:onal Health Alliance and the
United States Agency for Internathal Development have played in this effort. As many of
you know, this is one of 13 wellness- c!enters in the New Independent States -- all based on a
model of comprehensive health care created by the Aalliance. Finally, I would like to make -

special mention of the contribution of 1non-gt:svemmcntal organizations to this effort -+ and of the L
role the American people. and American companies have played in contributing supphes through = .

the U.S. govemment’s Operatlon Prov‘xde Hope. I hope the people of Kazakhstan will see these
medicines and materials as [ do -- as aI clear demonstration that the Amencan people care about

the people of Kazakhstan dunng this lTlstcnc transition.

~ But the opening of this center is most of all a tribute to the people of Kazakhstan.
The Almaty City Health Admlmstranon has provided the space for this center and made its
construction possible. The city will also keep the center running. Together, you are building a -
strong foundation not only for the health of your people, but for the future of your country.




