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i 
I have to tell you I would do whatever .General Vaught tells me. iYou canrtot imagine the terror . . . ., I '. . 
that went through my heart when I rea,lized that the day ofthe dydication conflic~ed with a 
scheduled obligation that I had with my husband. I·avoided·, as l~mgas I could? tel)ing him the 
lot. Despite the fact that the I am the honorary chair, and privilclged to be so, and that I had 
attended 'the very first luncheon that w~ had where 'we introduce:~ this idea I confess that I once 
tried to enlist and the young marine recruiter took one·look at m¢'arid said we're not interested 
but then again maybe the dogs are.· I never understood what that meant until I moved to 
Washington. ! 

I 
I, 

And so I love'that this foundation has been very important to mJ and the factthat I wasn't bigger 
when I believe there were far more than thirty-six thousand othe'rs who were there, I think it was 
. , . . I 

probably closer to fifty thousand or more even I've 190ked at th~ picture just afew minutes ago . 
. So all I can say General Vaught I take thjs n<?w mission very serfously. I will do all that I can to 
ensure that my husband has ail opportunity to come here:and to tour the entire memorial. And I, 
will do it as soon as I am able to get it done. Because I know thit I will not rest easy and you will 
not rest easy and will not let me rest easy until it's done. I . , ! ' 

, ". i" . 
, But I'm so proud ofwhat has been accomplished .. I'm so proud lof General Vaught because she· 
has really given all she has, and.that'sa lot, to making this count. I have been delighted over the ,. 
last four years to meet so many women veterens. ' I know there ~e many ofyou in this crowd I .' 

, . I . 

see Sar~ McClendonn, that famous White House reporter who rerself is a vetem. I'm delighte4 
that. she IS here. You represent so many other women who have ,served our country proudly and. 

! with honor since the Revolutionary war; ,'1 
." ..., ,. 1 , ' 

• ~ • • • I. .:. , ~. '. '. .' 

. This memorial serves as a reminder that women have always beJn willing to do our part for oUr, 
',' country. : Not all ofus have served in unifonn but we honor and tespect those of you who have.,' , " ' ' I ' 
, And we can still see and feel the importance oftb,e words that are etched in the sky by these . 
: above. The words ofaWorld War II ariny nurse calling out to Js stil1"L~t the generations know. 
that women iIi unifolm also guarenteed their freedom that our rekolve was just as great as the 

. brave men who stood.amohg us and with victory our hearts wer~just as full and beatjustas fast 
, ,that the tears feeljust as hard for those we left behind.". .. i ' . 

. . " 

·,a ': l~ould lik~ everyAm~ricantovisit this memoriaL I have just Idarned thatperhaps haIfa , " . 
',' I . ' ' , 

million will tllis very first year.' It is such a fitting tribute not only, to·the women who:serv'ed but . 
also, to the country that inspired arid supported such service. So!generations will know because ' 

• . 1 ,. 
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ofthis memorial and visionaries like General Vaught and all ofyou who have helped tum this 
dream of a memorial into a reality. Generations will now know ~e stories ofalmost two million 
women who have defended our nation, sometimes hiding thier identity, sometimes ignomed or . 
derided, but serving as well as possible. .. I·.···. . 
So many of you here have stories to tell us. I hope their is an oral histoy project associated with 
this ,memorial because I would love to the hear the many many YOices of women vetems . 
recorded for·gen~rations to come. I would like the generations to come to hear the story for 
example, of Mary Hallaren. When she enlisted in 1942 a recrutet asked her what someone of her 
size, four feet ten inches tall, could do in the army? She respondJd, I'm told; "you don't haveto 
be six feet tall and a male to have a brain that works." And she tbld him commanding the first 
first battalion at Wax to go to England..' . .\ . .' . . . ... . 
.. .. I . . 

I also hope generations will here the story of Elaine Helene Coxliead who served in World War I. . 
So proud was she of her service that for more than seventy years :she carried herID tag with her 
everywhere she went. It is now on display at the memorial. Ibe\leve her daughter~ Diane 
.Mackel, is here with us today. So I hope that all the stories of all the women veterens will be I . . , 

• 
'collected and used here to tell what we have all been proud ofover the generations of the past 
~hat men and women have been willing to step forward to defendlo~ country and the values that 

It represents. . ... . I...., .. ..: 
We will also remember those women who helped use laws and sneer moral force to pry open the 
doors that all women in military service now can proudly walk thl-ough. And no woman did 
more than the woman whose example inspired the award we presbnt today, the Senator::who fifty

I . . 

years ago made permamnenet call for women in the Army, Navy; Airforce and Marine Corps, . 
, I 

Senator Margaret Chase Smith. You know I've always admired her spunk and independence and 
you know when she was was running for president, or talking abqut running for president, more 
realistically, in 1964 she explained to the National Womens Press Club that like every woman 
she didn't have the Clotit the money or the time. Doesn't that souhd familiar? And then in • 
characteristic fashion she said so because of these very impelling ~easons aganist my running I 

. . I ' .. 

have decided that I shall enter the New Hampshire primary. Well iI can imagine that that kind of 

logic and that forcefulness was very much on the minds of many hf the womenwho are veterens 

with 'us and even some of the women who are currently in our arn;.ed forces. Well for all the .. 

reasons I shouldn't, I'll just go ahead and do it anyway. .: ., ....;.., 


.. \. 

, . . . ... ... . . . ' j .. ... . . ,... .i·.. 

Even when the decks were stacked against Senator Smith she rievyr gave up, she never.;gave .up , 
, on theidea that the best military in the world needed the best of a,l our citizens;, men arid women; 

She once wrote that "public service must be born in doing ajob efficiently and honestlydt must . 
be complete dedication to the nation with full recognition that eve~ human being is entitled to· . 
'. '. I' . . 

courtesy and consideration. That honor is to be earned not bought!" And I wish that her 

declaration of conscious were ,printed up in thousands ofcopies ~d passed out ~n a regular basis ' 

to people'who visit Washington., In it, she made very clear wha~ it meant to have a conscious in ' 

the acts and public service and stand against the tide ofpublic opihlon.' , .' , 
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We are honored today to be able to make the first award to s~mebne who is so des~rvlng, the 
former Secretary ofDefense, William Perry. Bill Perry has done! so much to further the cause of 

. . 1 • 
our national defense to modernize our anned forces but I think aliI ofu~ who new Bill Perry when 

he served and know him now when he continues to do such importatnt work for our nation 

·remember most an admire most is the way he cared so much abo~t the men arid women in . 
. . . I 

uniform. I' 


. . I . . 

They used to joke at the Pentagon they weren't sure ifhe ever actually existsedbecause they' 

never saw him around there but you could find him any where in the world where Americans 

were serving in uniform. At military bases, on the Seven Seas, in Bosnia at Thariksgiving, in . 


. ,Macedoniaduring Christmas., He liked to call it Management by ~alking around. He reallY' 
listened to the men and women, that he visited. He went to Kuwait, for example, he talked to 
soldiers about their confidence in theri young female coirunanderl He and his wife Lee traveled . . I· 
to remote bases to talk to troops about their everyday concerns liRe healthcare and hou$ing. 

When he met the first women sailors toserve on an aircraft carrirdr, he asked one who was a year
• ..' . . . I . . . 
away from retmmg why she had volunteered; she saId she wantetl to be able to tell her .' . 

·grandchildren she had been a reai sailor. ·1 . . 

· '.. .. ". . '. .' ..i .. . 
What Bill Perry heard from our troops on the road, he took to heart and brought back to the 
Pentagon and put into action. He never demanded credit, but he dlways demanded results. Under 

·1 .. 

his watched,more than two hundered and fifty thousand new positions were open to women.. He . 
oversaw the first women assigned to navy combat ships,.the first~omeh voted to a three star ran, 
and women assuming top jobs all over the Pentagon. He made it ~lear his support for women's 
progress and support for this memorial and went all the way to the top... .. ! . 

To Secretary Perry opening the doors to the U~ military to our belt citizens in the finest tradition 
.ofMargaret ChaSe Smith was not just the right thing to do, it was'1the'smart thing todo:He' . 
worked as hard as he knew how to make it happen. Standing by his side was his wife Lee Perry; 
Lee was with him on so many of those trips listening just as hard fud taking back the concerns . . 
that she heard not 'only from those who 'served but tt~e dependents Iwho :-vere there along with our 
myn and women in uhiform. That's when I first began talking with Lee and Bill a~out whatwe' . 

. . 1 
needed to do to upgrade housing and improve childcare to deal willi some of the everyday living .. 
challenges that our troops have to face. So in a very real way this Award is for bothBill and Lee 

.. . I 

Perry. I'm particularly honored to present the Margaret Chase Smith Leadership award to Dr. 

William Perry which will be accepted by his wife Lee Perry. I 
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