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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS AT BILL IVEY’S SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
' THE WHITE HOUSE, JUNE 17, 1998

(TRANSCRIPT) ~

\

Thank you and please be seated and we!come ‘to the White-House. It'is a great honor -
and pleasure for me to join the Vice-President on behalf of the President and myself to behere . .-
for this very special occasion. I want to be sure that all df you in the audience know that we’re -
 joined by two very strong supporters of the arts. Formerl Senator Pell, we’re very pleased to see . -

you again, and welcome back to the White House. This is the second time, today, that I’ve had -

. . the pleasure today to be with Senator Jeffords from Verrllont He was here earlier this morning to

~ . "join with the President in announcing some very 1mportant after-school grants to communities
~  and schools around the country, because he has been a champion of our strong belief that

" children deserve a safe, and secure learning environment|after school and that includes learning -

- with the arts, as well, as some of the programs demonstrate So Senator Jeffords, welcome agam -

| VtotheruteHouse , : e L $,‘

We are so pleased to have this occasion to honor and make ofﬁmal the new Chalr of the
National Endowment for the Arts, Bill Ivey. I’m pleased that he could be joined by members of

"his family including his mother Grace, his 51ster, a nephevl/ who’s there, and other members of

his famlly and fnends all. L
o |
You know when I was fortunate enough, and dwnbfounded to win a Grammy for the :

©recorded version of my book, It Takes A Village, there wete all sorts of people giving me advice '
. about the awards ceremony. The most common advice I received was the same advice I’ve been

receiving all my life, particularly from my high school drama teacher, and that was don’t sing ---

as if there were any real chance of that. (Laughter) But wats so fortunate to have areal proby - “

my 31de, and that was. Bxll Ivey. , ]

Today all Amencans are lucky to have hlm out front\ and on thelr side as he carries the

“torch of leadership so confidently held over the last four yealrs by Jane Alexander, and helpsto

bring the NEA into the 21st century. No one has a greater depth of experience ¢ or breadth of

vision. He really understands and appreciates all forms of culture and art. He’s a tough manager |

with experience in the private, and public, sectors. A long time friend of the NEA, he knows-

~ what makes the agency work and how to make it work betl:ml1 He certainly has been an effective.
" member of the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, chaired by John Brademas;

. ‘and I’ve been privileged to work with him in that role. As one of the principle contributors to thel

o cormmttee s report, “Creative America,” he helped draw up a blue print for what we need to do -

to improve public support of the arts in America, to reach young people, in particular. To use the -

 tumof the century, and the turn of the millennium, to really celebrate our artistic and cultural

. heritage. He’s also a pilot, I understand, who has learned to ﬂly through extraordmary turbulence..

L

That probably:is the talent he bnngs to Washington that he w111 rely on the most in years to
come. (Laughter) - ,
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- voice for artistic freedom and an extraordinary leader for our nation. It also doesn’t hurt that he

happens to be from someplace called Nashville, and has a long time association with Bill. I know

how proud he is to be here today It is my honor to 1ntroduce the Vlce President, Al Gore.-





