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For Immediate Release ;

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR MCGOVERN CHILD| ICARE EVENT
ATTLEBORO MASS [ »
- JUNE 4, 1998 |
Thank you very much. Thank you Mayor for welcomuflg me to this beautiful c1ty Thank
you Superintendent for lettirig me see one of the wonderful schools in this district. I want to

. thank everyone who is part of the school system, especially those who are on its board, and have

sheparded it to this position. I want to thank everyone connected with Project Connect,

- particularly its director, Lynn, who guided me around some of the projects that [ was not able to
-see earlier with the Congressman. I want to thank Yolanda, for her personal testimony and now

for her leadership as a teacher. I also want to thank the prmcnpal and teachers of the Hyman Fine

* Elementary School, and I want to thank the students whom I was able to meet earlier in the

gymnasium, and [ wish all of you could have seen them bec_axllse they certainly were a plcture
perfect advertisement for public education and for the missxon of this school district, which as [
heard the Superintendent describe it, is preparing citizens for a democratic society. It is the most

~ important function of public education and I want to congratulate and salute the citizens of

Attleboro for making it the nnssmn of your school district. (Applause)

. |
I also want to thank members of the State govemment the Attleboro Clty Counc1l the

: Department of Education, the State Senators and Representatflves who were introduced, and if
I’'m not mistaken I believe that the Mayors of Worcester and !F all River mlght be here as well so I

want to welcome them to thls gathering. o 1

I was also I have to confess quite taken by Jim’s desl:nptlon of his commitment to
family issues, because I can testify that he has cared about family issues for years. When I first
campaigned for him, when he was running for Congress, he was very adamant about how, as a
democracy, as a wonderful nation with our history of great accomphshment moving into the next
century, we had to focus on the most important citizens in our country, our young people; and we
had to support parents and families so they could do a better _]Ob But I just noticed a tinge more

. of passion in his voice every since I said hello to him when I rgot'out off the car. And I think that
_Lisa and Patrick have a lot to do with that. [ know that in talkmg with Jim or any new parent I

find myself saying to them what I heard probably a thousand times when Chelsea was 45 days
old or give or take a few months and people would say, “Ohlit goes by so fast”.” And I would.
think “Oh, yeah right, not fast enough. When can I get back'to sleep?” Now, of course, I wish I
could take back all of those words, and I could hear myself, almost against my will, when Jim
was showing me  the pictures that he offered all of you downsta:rs I could hear myself saying,
“‘Oh Jim it goes by so fast, you know, turn around and he’s going to be gomg out thedoorto

- college, or to work, or some other great adventure ‘So enj oy every minute.”

| Tdon’t think I needed to tell Jim and Lis_a that becaul!se they clearly have a commitment to
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" their'son. Jim has taken that commitment that all parents should feel and has translated it intoa "~ -
real commitment to an agenda in Congress that would help eve'ry parent, and every citizen
‘understand how 1mportant this work of raising the next generation is. Now we all know that, and-

we’ve taken it for granted. Most of the people, if not evt-‘:ryoneE of us in this room have worried -

over and been as diligent as we kriew how to be, and have. worked as hard as we could in raising - - "

our own children, and in being good parents, good grandparen{s aunts and uncles. But clearly -
we have to take that personal message and comrhitment and take it outside of our own "homes .
. because what happens in the schools and streets of our country with other chlldren effects our -
chlldren Co o L -,;

, You know when I wrote “It Takes A Vlllage” there were some who cntlcrzed me and
said- “Well, what is she talkmg about? It takes parents!”- Well of course it takes parents; I wnte
about that in the book. Anyone who reads it knows that I start with’ my own parents, and my.
grandparents and how grateful I am that I had a strong famlly,f one that instilled love and
discipline and strong values and a sense of drrectlon and purpose. I wrll be forever grateful to

'myfarmly S S

k

But my parents also understood that other forces and people would have an impact on the
lives of my brothers and me. That’s why when my father got out of the service at the end of
World War I and looked around for a place to raise the farmly that he and my mother were .
starting, they moved to a suburb ‘where they would pay higher taxes for better schools, where
they would pay higher taxes for recreation facilities. So that the children that they were having
and all of the children in our neighborhood would be given asense of belonging, and something
to do during the day, and adults to be thelr role models in.the school and in the playground and
throughout our lives. C | A '

My parents understood as the people. of Attléboro unélerstand thatitis a commumty
venture Certainly the primary respon31b111ty and by far the greatest influence on. -any child is that
~ child’s family." And any parent that doesn’t recognize that and do all that he or she can doto

. fulfill those obligations is letting that child down and turmngf his or her back on the most sacred -
respon51b111ty any of us have o R 1 . :
_ , But at the same time. we can’t do it alone. My daughter will eat food that is exammed by :
people I'll never meet, and I just hope to goodness they’ve dhne a good job. My daughter wrll '
drink water that is the responsibility of people who tést it and put it into our water systems, and I
trust that they’re on the job. My daughter will go places andI be places where police protection
‘and fire protection are critical to her safety. And I trust that all the adults with that responsibility
will be there on the job. My daughter will live ina commumty in years to come that will have to
_ rely on the entreprenunal spirit of the business leaders to create jobs and providé economic o
opportumty, and we want to be sure they’re ready for the challenges of the future. ‘

J ust lookmg around any city, whether it’s Attleboro, {or Fall Rlver or Worcester- or

Boston, we know that 1t takes a comrnumty that is connected a commumty that cares about 1ts
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‘citizens, a commumty that, not to sound corny, tries to live by tne golden rule A commumty
that tries to say, you know what we need to do to make it possxble for everybody to be successful -
_because the more others-are successful the more likely I and mylchlldren will be successful as-

~well. . L

So what you are doing here is extremely important. Andjas Jim said, I’m here because
I’'m trying to highlight around the country success stories like Project Connect, and the
partnership you have with the Attleboro school district, private cluld care centers and the private
and not-for-profit sectors in this community. Because what you; re doing is sendmg a‘'message.

: .loudly and clearly, that we know what works. , g

: Now we also are realists. You know we weren t born yesterday ‘We know that no -
matter how hard a family tries, no matter how hard a nexghborhood tries, they are going to be
~ problems with some kids no matter what. That’s life. ' We can go back and read the Bible and -
* know that. But what we have to do is minimize the problems We have to create conditions, in
which there are fewer and fewer kids, who, for whatever reasons go the wrong way, get into
trouble, cause difficulty, take up violence to act out their problems agamst society. We're txymg
to minimize that. Now we’re very fortunate that in the last five|years we’ve had a steadily
decreasing crime rate in America. [ am grateful for that, and | gwe a lot of credit to the changed
~ strategy that my husband and people like Congressman McGovern adopted. It made a difference
' that we put more police on the streets, that we took assault weapons off the streets, that we had
‘the Brady Bill that prevents people who shouldn’t have guns from getting guns, and that we had
community policing so that we could create a situation in whtch we diverted more kids from A
' crime, where we had more adults who ‘were interacting with kldS And it starts, as you heard the -
Congressman say, it starts with a commmnent to parent educatton, to supporting patents, to

L helping people like Yolanda make the right decisions by gmng her the support that she needs

-~ and by having a whole commumty stand behmd the mothers and fathers who are ralsmg our
ch1]dren ' L e i
, Now Jim McGovern understands that, which is why he;s been a staunch supporter of the -
o Presxdent s child care initiative. He has introduced a piece of |egislation called The Early
" Learning and Opportunity Act” -- which in many way has modeled on what S happenmg nght
~ here in Pro;eot Connect , _ - : ., . : A
. He’ s also been a champion for expanding Head Start --f which we know makes a

, difference in the lives of many families and children.  We’ve seen some real increases in the
number of young children who can be enrolled in Head Start and Jim has done. mvaluable work -
~in maklng that happen and I want to publloly thank him here i 1n Att eboro '

I think what Jim’s larger message is, and what the meslsage of Pl‘OjCCt Connect is, is that
we have a system that you’ve put together here that can be and should be rephcated throughout
Massachusetts and throughout the country.. ' 3 :
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‘ - In fact, there are model programs like this scattered throughout the country Just last -
- week I with oné of Jim’s colleagues, Congresswoman Tauscher, in the Walnut Creek Valley area
outside of San Francisco, where a school district in connection with a non-profit foundation was
putting together after school programs. I have seen programs that work, literally from one coast
of our country to the other. So, T know that we understand what needs to be done. But we still
have some convincing to do with some people'who honestly . believe that the community has no -
stake in helping families, that it truly is every family for itself, and that only parents can be and
should be responsible and that if you can’t make it on your own, there’s something wrong with
you. I'think that’s a very unreahstlc assessment of what’s happemng in our country and in thls :
world today. , e R '
AU ' Lo 1
A You know it used to be that we had informal networks 0% people supporting each other,
family member in large extended famxly settings and neighbors all there kind of providing their
own Project Connect. But it was also in many respects a simpler time. There ‘were lots of jobs -
~ available, asany of us oould attest, for hard workmg people who didn’t need a whole lot of
educatlon : :

- I was in. Chlcago yesterday, where I was born and I was thlnkmg of all the factones that
© . usedto be in that city, and there were jobs there for new 1mnngrants and for people from the’ ,
- South who came up to find their fortune. All they had to do was to show up on time, and putina -

very Iong, hard days work, and they could make a good hvmg t}or themselves and their famxlles

There aren’t many of those jobs left anymore, are there? The jobs that the new ecOnomy :
~ demands and you know so well here in Massachusetts because you ve been going through this = -
transition, successfully. But it’s been a hard one; places in thts Congressional dlstnct that used

to have great mills that employed hundreds and thousands of people some of your parents and. . -
grandparents, and great-grandparents are, no longer- operatmg, we kriow that. There are new jobs,

-+ . that have new demands, and people have to be more 1nvolved wnh teamwork and collaboratlon

l

'mthenewworkplace . o A
Now, all of that may sound hke it’s klnd of economic and abstract but it’s dlrectly related _
~ to what you’re doing here, and I want to congratulate you becahse when I saw those young
- children in Project Connect, I knew that you were helping to shape those future citizens of a -
democracy, those future workers in a new economy, those future parents of the ch11dren of the
21$t century There isn 't any more lmportant )ob o l] :
| o
That’s why what the Presndent has proposed on two fronts is so. 1rnportant You hea:d
- . Jim talk about the President’s proposal in child care.- You kndw I have found in the last several .
years that lots of times, when Americans hear the President propose something as they heard him
_in the State of the Union, talk about what he wanted to do to Slllpp()l’t early childhood '
“development and after school care, arid parent education, the kinds of things you’re doing, that '
.~ sometimes Americans think--well the President has said'it, that means it’s going to happen--.
" When I was in California last week, there was a.dl‘stmgmshedll panel, the schiool Superintendent,
PR |
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" and some teachers, and a principal, and some community activists. And one of the School .
officials said, “You know we can’t wait to get our share of the 20 billion dollars the President
proposed.” I said, well there’s a little hitch before you get that, its called the Congress. You have -
to convince'a majority in the Congress to pass this proposal. And this person was quite surprlsed
because I think he thought that , well you know the President sard that we were going to get this
money, we could expand this program in after school care and of course you have to convince
your elected representatives to do just that. ‘I hope its somethmg that this commumty wrll pay

write to your fnends and neighbors outside of Massachusetts andf see if you can persuade some of -
them to persuade their elected representanves o ‘ f :

S I : ,
The President also proposed some significant changes in educatron The Presrdent wants,.

A just as he argued for a 100,000 new police of the street to fight crrme, he wants- a 100,000 new
teachers in the classroom to lower class size. So that we get more teacher/student interaction.

(Applause) » N ; o

Any of you who are associated with Project Connect, or any of you who are teachers or
have been teachers in the last 10 to 15 years know how srgmﬁcant it is to get more time with'
individual students. Especially now because so many students bring so many needs to. school.
And its not just poor kids who bring those needs because of the breakup of families, or because

of what kids see on television,. Kids from all classes and walks' of life, and every race and
background are coming with all kinds of things going on in therr’ little lives at home that require
more adult help and support. And its impossible to do if you’ve lgot SO many kldS you can barely
get around to them once a day So we do need lower class size. f : "
I know it mrght be hard for you in Attleboro in this beautiful school to imagine, but Ive.
. been in school buildings in our country where literally the cellmg is falling down, where the
windows are broken and taped ‘where the toilets don’t work, where there are whole sections of
the school that are just blocked off, where the environment is unsafe unhygienic for both
students and teachers. And 1 think to myself, how on éarth can we say with a straight facetoa’
* child, you’re the most important person to us. Now come into thrs school, but be careful you
~+ don’t fall down the stairways which aren’t guarded be careful that the plaster doesn’t fall on
© your head but you’re really 1mportant to us. o ) : o '
% .
Most kids that I’ve been around are a lot smarter than that And those chrldren Isawin . =
; PI‘O]CCt Connect would figure that out in a mrnute They were} gettmg what we call a double
: message, aren’t they » : :

So we do need to de somethmg to repair a lot of our older school burldmgs In rapidly -
" growing districts, we need to help provide more school burldmgls because there are too many-kids.
- who have now gone their entire elementary and high school years in trailers in a lot of our fast

~ growing districts. And that too is not a sign that we take the 1m1‘30rtance of educatron very

senously oL N :
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~ you share; is one that I think is getting greater and greater currency because of scientific research.

Now, I Jnst want to add that my belief about the importance of early chlldhood which

I remember about 18 or so years ago, being with my husband and Chelsea was a baby and we
were campaigning because you know that my husband has run folr office a lot of times. In
Arkansas he had to run every 2 years, sometimes a primary, a mn—off election, and a general

election. I’ve told him that I think he has run for office more than any person in the history of

the world. We would be out meeting people and talking to them and [ remember goingup toa -
group of women holding infants in their arms and hanging on to|their ‘toddle”rs‘"anc_i I was just
making conversation, and I said I bet your having the best time with those babies and I bet your
really having a good time talking to them because I, of course, talked and sang to Chelsea
because that what my mother had done for me and told me to do! And I remember the blank:
looks on these women’s faces; one woman said to me, why woul'd I talk to her, she can’t talk -
back? Well there were a lot of people who hadn’t been talked- to or read to, that’s not the way
they were raised, and they just honestly didn’t know that that was somethmg that would make ‘

_ any difference in a chlld’s life. -

 Well now we know that it hterally creates bram cell connectlons That as you 're holdmg

* that baby, you’re stroking that baby, you’re talking to that baby-- Just as Llsa has been domg

with Patnck--you are actually growmg that chlld’s bram [
_ We didn’ t know that, but now we do., So now, even thos‘é v.vho‘ were not interested in
little babies before, or didn’t think it made that much difference. ’ I can remember years ago a

. young man I went to school with was expecting his first baby and, unlike Jim, he wasn’t really

tuned into this. And I said, well I bet you're going to have a great time with that baby He sald
I’'m gomg to wait until he can throw a ball and then I’ll getto know hnn :

Well those days are over. ‘We know that both mothers and fathers have a lot to do in -

' creatmg what happens with that baby. And business leaders, and polmcal leaders have a real

|

" ' stake in making sure parents get the best possible support they can get to be good parents. So,1
- hope that the work you are doing here in Project Connect will continue to flourish and affect the

lives of children and families here in Attleboro. But I also hope that what you are doing will

spread wide and far and that maybe because of this visit some pelople will come and visit with

- Lynn or Yolanda or some of the other members of Project. Connect or the school dlstrzct and say, - '

tell us about this, and you ’1l be able to give thema hand. And then I do hope that the President’s -

~ child care bill will pass so that there will be some funding that whll serve as mcentlves for
' schools and communities to do what you have done R l : :

But I thmk the most important ingredient i 1n your successt and I saw 1t as I sat up here and - '
listened to the speakers, are the people who are in this audience. | I felt like I was at a pep rally for

o early childhood learning and education (Laughter/Applause). I could tell from your pride and -

your applause and your standing ovations, of the accomplishments of the people that were up
here before me.. You do have the kind of commxtment to this city and its children that I want to .
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see throughout America.

" You know I’ve done a lot of travehng in the 1ast couple of years It has been a great great
privilege. I’ve gone with my husband; I’ve gone on my own representing our country. And
_everywhere I go, whether its the former Soviet Union into those new democracies or Africa, or
South America, I wish I could take every American with me. I would like for you to se¢ and '
~hear how we are viewed. How people think about us. How gratefui they are that we’ve
represented fundamental values--that started right. here.in Massachusetts--of freedlomand ,
opportunity. And they’re constantly saying to me, America is so important, America has to -
continue to lead. And I think to myself, we have so many blessmgs in this country.- And
particularly now with this good economy that we have been blessed thh fora number of years
What are we going to do with these blessings? ‘ B

B )

" You know we are not very far off now froma new century and anew rmllenmum When
that new century and new millennium come, it will be a time for most of us to at least givea -
passing thought to how extraordmary itis to live at this ‘moment in time. To think of how -
‘different our world is than it was 1000 years ago. And how dlfferent our country was just 100
* years ago. And the President has asked us to think about the glﬂs we can give to the future.
How will we mark the millénnium? Well some people will do very grand things. VYesterday in
Chicago a major American corporation called Sara Lee, gave 100 million dollars worth of art to
art museums all over our country. A very grand and important gesture. But I think equally )
important to the future of our country is what you are doing here, because you are giving a giftto -
the future by investing in the children and families of Attleboro. And in years to come, the heath
- and success of this community will be enhanced because of what‘ you did. I believe people will
look back and say thank you to the far mghted citizens of this community for understanding what
reaHy matters. Thank you very much. = ’






